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Hello lovely humans of Box River. My 
name is Orla, proud owner of four paws, 
one waggy tail, and a deep, unwavering 
commitment to breakfast. Which is why 
my day started with a shocking betrayal.

My owner took me for my usual 
morning walk, lots of good sniffs, a 
respectable number of pigeons to glare 
at, but then… no food. None. Not even 
a crumb. I checked my bowl, checked 
my owner’s pockets, checked the bowl 
again in case it had magically filled. 
Nothing. Apparently this was “because of 
my operation today,” but, honestly, I still 
feel this could have been handled better.

After the Great Breakfast 
Disappointment, we hopped in the car 
and headed to the vets. I quite like it 
there – I get lots of fuss and the humans 
always seem delighted to see me. Today 
I was booked in for my keyhole spay, 
which my owner explained is a clever, 
less invasive way of doing an operation. 
Apparently a spay is the name of the 
procedure that stops ladies like me from 
having puppies. It also protects us from 
certain serious illnesses later in life, such 
as a womb infection and some types of 
cancer. So, all in all, I appreciated it was a 
sensible idea. 

When we arrived, I was greeted by vet 
Jess, who sat down on the floor with me 
to give me a proper hello. She checked 
me over from nose to tail, listened to 
my heart, and asked my owner lots of 
questions about my health and medical 
history. 

Once everyone was satisfied that I was 
fit and well, it was time for the next step: 
me setting up my bed for the day in the 
dog ward, followed by a tiny intravenous 
cannula placed in my leg. I was very 
brave. Through this little cannula they 
gave me a special medication that made 
me feel relaxed and a little bit dreamy. 
It also had pain relief in it, which is very 
thoughtful. I decided I liked this part.

Next, the nurses gently shaved the fur 
on my tummy. They gave me cuddles 
and kept telling me what a good girl I 
was. Honestly, I could get used to this 
level of attention.

Then came the moment when the 
room got a bit fuzzy. They induced me 
under anaesthetic, which is a fancy way 
of saying I had a lovely sleep while Jess 
did all the clever work. 

When I woke up, I was in a warm, 
comfy bed with a nurse right beside 
me. She stroked my head and told 
me everything had gone beautifully. 
Apparently, Jess had made just two 
tiny incisions in my tummy and used a 
special camera with slim instruments to 
do the operation. Very high-tech. I felt 
quite proud of myself for being part of 
such advanced veterinary science.

I was a bit sleepy for an hour or two 
(understandable, given the morning I’d 
had!) but then something wonderful 
happened. Food arrived. Real, edible, 
delicious food. I perked up immediately. 
The nurse laughed and said, “There she 
is,” which I think means she understood 
me on a spiritual level.

The team kept a close eye on me. They 
checked my heart rate, my temperature, 
my breathing, and made sure I was 
comfortable. Every time someone 
walked past, they gave me a gentle pat. I 
felt very safe and cared for.

By early afternoon, I was ready to 
go home. My owner arrived, looking 
relieved and happy to see me. I showed 
her my two tiny wounds (she was very 
impressed) and my stylish protective pet 
shirt (much better than the satellite dish 
of humiliation), which I will be wearing 
for the next few days. 

Jess explained that I will pop back 
in later this week for a post-operative 
check, and after that I can return to my 
normal exercise. For now, I am under 
strict instructions to take it easy (no 
zoomies?!), no diving head-first onto the 
sofa and definitely no chasing squirrels 
for two days. I plan to negotiate on the 
sofa part.

So that was my big day: no breakfast, 
lots of lovely humans, a clever operation, 
and a very cosy recovery. I am feeling 
good, my tummy is healing nicely, and 
I am milking the 'post-op princess' role 
for all the extra cuddles. I am well on my 
way back to full spaniel capacity.

Now, if you will excuse me, I believe 
it is time for my next nap. Or walk. Or 
snack. Preferably snack.

Dr. Jessica Hudson BVMedSci (Hons) 
BVM BVS (Hons) BSAVA PGcertSAECC 
MRCVS 
www.thehadleighvets.com

Orla’s Day at the Vets!
A big day out: my keyhole spay adventure

http://www.thehadleighvets.com
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Hadleigh Patient Participation 
Group (PPG) 
Out of Hours Doctor: Need a doctor when the Hadleigh 
Health Centre is closed, including weekends Call 111 for 
advice and details of your nearest ‘out of hours’ duty doctor 
or visit www.111.nhs.uk

Patient Appointments FYI: On average the practice has 7,700 
appointments per 1,000 patients each year. The average for 
England is currently 6,500 per annum. 

Covid Jabs: Covid vaccinations for patients aged 75+ and the 
clinically vulnerable will take place in the spring. Dates and 
times to be confirmed. 

Pharmacy First: The Pharmacy First scheme is an NHS 
initiative that offers professional healthcare advice and 
treatment for seven common illnesses: UTIs, shingles, sore 
throats, ear infections, impetigo, sinusitis and infected bites.

Anima: Some patients have raised concerns about patients 
who are not confident using IT. There is no cause for 
concern. Patients in these circumstances can still receive 
help by telephone or in person at reception on 01473 822 
961. Patients who can use a computer or smartphone can 
help reduce waiting times by using Anima. There has already 
been a noticeable reduction in telephone calls. Registering in 
advance means the online triage system is ready to use when 
you need it: www.hadleighhealth.co.uk/anima or  
www.nhs.uk/nhs-app 

IT Help: Communities Together offer helpful IT advice in 
the upstairs room of the Hadleigh Library. The next session 
will take place on Tuesday 3rd March from 10am to 12noon. 
Booking is essential as places are limited. Email Tracey:  
info@communitiestogether-ea.org or call 01449 707031

Paramedic: This month we consider the role of another 
member of the practice. Paramedics are registered 
healthcare professionals who have a unique role that 
crosses healthcare, public health, social care and public 
safety. They work autonomously providing care in a range of 
situations. Although most well-known for working within the 
Ambulance Service, paramedics now also work in other areas 
of healthcare, for example GP practices.

A paramedic is one of the medical team at the Hadleigh 
Health Centre. As her knowledge is varied and considerable 
she is able to help reduce the GP’s workload and improve 
patients’ access to same day appointments. How does her 
expertise help the practice? She is often available to deal 
with same day urgent appointments and decide the next 
best place for treatment. She will take care of minor illnesses 
and injuries and if necessary, prescribe the appropriate 
medication. She can visit frail, housebound patients and 
attending to their needs in-situ can often prevent hospital 
admission. She would also be able to attend to emergency 
incidents in the practice by stabilising the patient and if 
necessary, arranging appropriate onward care. In addition 
to this medical support for her practice colleagues she also 
works in the wider community with other public healthcare 
professionals. Given a paramedic’s depth of knowledge and 
expertise you are in safe hands in their care. 

Boxford Community Car Scheme: This service is available 
for patients needing transport to hospital or health centre 
appointments. Contact Jen Eastwood on 01787 211853 or 
jen.eastwood8@gmail.com

Website: www.hadleighhealth.co.uk

Facebook: www.facebook.com/HadleighHealthCentre

PPG Chair/ Art Work: Jan Devey deveys@btinternet.com 
01473 827091 or 07881 798999

http://www.redhousesudbury.co.uk
http://www.111.nhs.uk
http://www.hadleighhealth.co.uk/anima
http://www.nhs.uk/nhs-app
mailto:info%40communitiestogether-ea.org?subject=
mailto:jen.eastwood8%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.hadleighhealth.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/HadleighHealthCentre
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Great by What Standard?
Groton History Society on rulers, legacy,  
& the uneasy business of judging history

I am writing this before the February 
26th talk, which will explore the 
possible ‘greatness’ of some of our 
monarchs, and so cannot comment 
on the audience’s reactions to the 
candidates proposed. Instead, I want 
to step back and look at figures who 
history has already labelled ‘great’. That 
question can and should be widened 
beyond monarchs. Why should rulers 
alone qualify for such distinction? 
Can non-rulers be great? Of course 
they can. Even nations have described 
themselves as great, or aspired to be, 
often by looking backwards to earlier 
periods through lenses coloured 
by dissatisfaction with the present, 
cocooned in an imagined past.

So, what is greatness in a ruler? 
This is where we must begin if we 
are to assess history’s qualifications 
for those given such a nickname. 
The epithet “The Great” has not been 
applied to many rulers over the last 
three centuries. How, then, was 
such greatness achieved - through 
quantitative measures, qualitative 
judgement, or a combination of both? 

Ramesses II built more statues and 
monuments than any other pharaoh, 
including the 33-foot, 83-ton Colossus 
of Ramesses. He was the first pharaoh 
to name a city after himself. He lived 
longer, reigned longer, and sired more 
offspring - apparently around 100 
- than any other Egyptian ruler. His 

achievements, and his tyranny, which 
often seems an accompanying shadow 
of greatness, inspired classical poetry 
and continue to echo through modern 
popular culture. Is this what greatness 
means? 

Fast forward 600 years to Cyrus 
the Great, founder of the Persian 
Empire, the largest on Earth at the 
time, covering an area greater than 
the continental United States today. 
Despite being an expansionist he 
was perceived as tolerant, more 
liberator than conqueror - don’t 
they all say that? He was religiously 
accommodating, provided taxes were 
paid. He freed some 40,000 Jews from 

Above:
Roman mosaic from Pompeii 
depicting Alexander the Great in 
battle.

Left: 
Colossal statue of Ramesses 
II at Luxor Temple, Egypt - 
monumentality.
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Below:
Statue of Constantine I in York, 
marking the place where he was 
proclaimed Roman emperor in AD 
306.

Right:
Peter the Great of Russia.

Babylonian captivity, returning them to 
Jerusalem, and left behind the Cyrus 
Cylinder as a statement of human 
rights, understood in the context of 
his own time, not ours. A step up on 
Ramesses?

Then came the young, dashing 
warrior king determined to destroy 
Cyrus’s territorial legacy. Alexander 
the Great was arguably one of the 
greatest military strategists and 
warriors in history, ambitious without 
bounds yet capable of adopting 
Aristotelian virtue in his governance 
of conquered peoples. For many of 
us, he was probably the first historical 
‘Great’ encountered at school. Unlike 
Ramesses, he died young and ruled 
for only a few years. Lacking clear 
familial succession, he attempted 
to preserve his empire through the 
naive diplomatic solution of multiple 
successors governing different regions. 
The outcome, even without hindsight, 
was predictable - the Successor Wars.

Pompey the Great, Gnaeus Pompeius 
Magnus, was also a serial winner on 
the battlefield, compared by some to 
Alexander. It was he who defeated Kirk 
Douglas, aka Spartacus, expanding 
Roman influence from Syria to Spain, 
from Armenia to Africa. Never a sole 
ruler he was one of a triumvirate with 
Crassus and his future nemesis Julius 
Caesar - he who was never given 
the epithet! Constantine the Great 
makes a stronger case a few hundred 
years later, becoming the first Roman 
emperor to convert to Christianity and 
arguably founding, through saving, 
the young Christian church. He also 
founded Istanbul, one of the greatest 
cities of the world, known then as 
Constantinople. Quite a legacy, for 
legacy must be a key criteria for the 
‘Greatness’ of Rulers?

And that brings us on to Charlemagne 
('Charles the Great' in old French), 
often considered the founding father 

of both the French and German 
monarchies. Like Alexander and 
Pompey before him, he was a highly 
skilled military strategist and ‘winner’, 
expanding the Frankish Empire into 
Rome, Bavaria and Spain. Pope Leo 
III elevated him to ‘Emperor of the 
Romans’, the Holy Roman Emperor. 
Beyond conquest, his legacy includes 
reforms to government, law, the arts, 
administration, currency, accounting 
and bureaucracy, and he spurred the 
Carolingian Renaissance through 
the Church. He left quite a legacy - 
military conquest, famous buildings, 
transformation in governance, and 
the extension of welfare and rights to 
the ruled. Let us look next at ‘saving a 
nation, then building the foundations 
of a country’, with our very own Alfred 
the Great. I have always thought this 
something of a Victorian stretch. 
Extremely pious, a reformer of 
education and classical translation, and 
enlightened in a dark age, he made 
his last stand in the Somerset Levels 
against the great heathen Viking army, 
securing victory at Eddington.

Wessex, the kernel of a future 
England, fought back. Alfred converted 
Guthrum, established the Danelaw 
peace, and cemented a dynastic legacy 
that would ultimately overturn Viking 
dominance and help build an ‘England’ 
of pastures green under his grandson, 
Athelstan. Of course Suffolk was well 
and truly within the Danelaw until it, 
too, was relieved. Should Athelstan, 
the founder of England, have been 
the better candidate for ‘The Great’? 
The Victorians thought not. This raises 
the question: who names a ruler ‘The 
Great’ - contemporary opinion, or 
centuries-later reflection through 
different lenses?

Let us fast-forward a century. One of 
our very early talks was by Jenny Antill, 
on ‘Histories teachings of Russia today’. 
Long associated with strongman tsars, 

eighteenth-century Russia produced 
two rulers given the epithet ‘the Great’ 
- Peter the Great and Catherine the 
Great. Let us take Peter first. Not a 
pleasant chap at all, quite a nasty bully 
in fact.

On the lighter side, he was a 
moderniser of maritime development, 
commerce and culture, and a deep 
learner through wide, disguised travels 
in western Europe. He transformed 
Russia from an eastern-looking 
backwater into something closer 
to a western state. He established 
St Petersburg, built the first Russian 
navy, and adopted the title ‘Emperor’ 
in 1721. Yet had he not defeated 
Sweden’s Charles XII at Poltava in 1709, 
it might all have been very different. 
He was lucky in part: the once all-
conquering Swedish army was heavily 
fatigued, poorly-supplied after years of 
campaigning to satisfy Charles’s sense 
of invincibility, and far from home. 
Timing is everything when it comes to 
‘greatness’. 

Catherine the Great acceded 
controversially in 1762. She was 
very successful militarily, massively 
expanding the borders of Russia to 
include Crimea, the North Caucasus, 
Belarus, Lithuania, and the right bank 
of Ukraine. Initially enlightened, she 
hardened her position in reaction to 
the French Revolution. Her ‘greatness’ 
was more quantitative, territorial rather 
than reformist. Vladimir Putin would be 
jealous, methinks.

Frederick the Great of Prussia carries 
the epithet ‘the Great’, earned through 
the awe inspired by his military 
achievements, but also through his 
enlightenment. He conversed with 
Voltaire, and promoted literature, 
music, and the arts. An enlightened 
despot. ‘Great’ military credentials 
seem a necessity, but enlightened 
patronage and a deep legacy should 
also be part of the measure.

So that leads us to our own 
monarchs, for whom contemporary or 
later recognition has failed to assign 
the epithet ‘the Great’, apart from 
Alfred the Great, albeit not a king of 
England or the United Kingdom. Eight 
Edwards and Henrys, six Georges, five 
Williams, three Richards, three Charles, 
two Marys and two Elizabeths, a 
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Upcoming Events
The Secret World: Successes and Limitations of Spying with Dr Michael J 
Reynolds 
Friday 27th March

Dr Michael Reynolds is ex SIS/MI6 of 29yrs, former Head of MI6 anti Terrorism 
and Head of Berlin Station, spanning the Cold War and the collapse of the 
Soviet Union.

Reggie and the RAF: the Air Force’s Part in WW1 and a Pilot’s Short Story
Thursday 23rd April

This is brought to us by David Hearn, former head teacher, military and 
aviation history researcher and enthusiast. 

Recommended Reading, 
Listening & Viewing
‘The Nazi Mind: 
Twelve Warnings from 
History’ by Lawrence 
Rees
I will be getting this 
book, adding it to the 
‘America’ section of 
my library.

‘The Woolwich 
Rotunda: From 
waltzes to Wargames’ 
by Emily Cole and 
Sarah Newsome
The story of a 
remarkable building 
and its landscape, 
sadly in danger of 
collapse due to 
bureaucratic buck 
passing!

‘The Anarchy: The 
Relentless Rise of the 
East India Company’ 
by William Dalyrimple
Leading expert on the 
East India Company 
and he of Empire 
Podcast fame.

Hood vs Bismark: 
Battle of the Denmark 
Strait. 
A 4-episode series 
from the 'We have 
Ways of making you 
talk’ podcast team of 
Al Murray and James 
Holland.

Sink the Bismark!  
A four episode sequel 
to the above podcast, 
from the ‘We have 
Ways of making you 
talk’ podcast team. 
Two iconic Battle of 
the Atlantic conflicts! 
Awesome.

Nelson 
A 6 episode series 
from ‘The Rest is 
History’ podcast team 
of Tom Holland and 
Dominic Sandbrooke. 
Brilliant!! What a hero!

Stephen, a John, and an Anne - surely 
a ‘Great’ among them? What must a 
monarch deliver for their country and 
subjects?

This differs between an absolute 
and a constitutional monarch. The 
former is fully accountable; the latter 
no longer so, as Parliament has 
assumed that responsibility. Secure 
territorial borders, stable internal 
peace, balanced financial control, and 
a secure dynastic legacy are the basics. 
Beyond that come improving the lot 
of the people, encouraging innovation 
and learning, sponsoring cultural 
enlightenment, and, yes, expanding 
secure territory to generate sovereign 
and commercial wealth. Is this a 
demanding test for our monarchs in 
history?

At the end of February, we will 
explore the cases for Henry II of 
England, Henry VII of England, and 
Elizabeth I of England, along with 
others proposed on the night - 
perhaps Edward III of England, maybe 
Henry I of England. We will also look at 
a power behind the throne in Eleanor 
of Aquitaine. Take a moment to look 
again at the list above. What do you 
think?

Constitutional monarchy is more 
difficult territory when recognising 
greatness. Monarchs are no longer 
accountable in the way described 
above, but they retain significant 
responsibilities: supporting the 
government of the day, elected by 
the people; providing a focal point 
for the nation; setting personal 
standards; staying in touch with the 
country; and offering a steady ship 
rather than a rocking boat. Above 
all, not bringing disgrace upon the 
nation, the government, and thus 
the people. Elizabeth II fulfilled these 
responsibilities well, albeit with the 
occasional blip, particularly following 
Diana’s untimely death. Great? Maybe. 
I am sure the debate on 26th February 
will be lively.

What about non-rulers, regular 
Joes and Janes? Could we assign 
the epithet ‘the Great’ to outstanding 
individuals in history? If so, what 
criteria should apply, given that they 
do not carry ruler accountabilities 
and responsibilities? Contemporary 
achievement? Long-term legacy that 
has positively shaped our society and 
world? Do they need to be blemish-
free when viewed through today’s lens 
- and is that even possible?

Can you really judge William 
Shakespeare alongside Horatio 
Nelson? Martin Luther alongside Marie 
Curie? Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
alongside Martin Luther King Jr.? I 
could make cases for each of these 
remarkable figures, and I am sure you 
could add many more to the list.

I admit I have been guilty of wanting 
to debate who might be the ‘greatest 
of all time’. Reflecting on this while 
writing the article, I realise the question 
itself is rather absurd. Perhaps a top 
ten, in no particular order, as television 
likes to say - or a top three by 
category? What do you think?

Nigel Chapman
nigeljchap@gmail.com

mailto:nigeljchap%40gmail.com?subject=
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W E L L  H I D D E N ,
W O R T H  F I N D I N G

DOVE BARN  is a beautifully restored, timber framed barn. 
The ideal venue for smaller weddings, parties or wakes. 

Two inter-connecting barns & a sunny terrace.

For more information:  www.dovebarn.com
T: 01376-561448    or    E: adam@dovebarn.com

http://www.alldaymarketing.co.uk
https://www.alexandersmithchiropractor.co.uk
http://www.dovebarn.com
mailto:adam%40dovebarn.com?subject=
https://www.woodlandsnurserykerseymill.co.uk
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There was a time 
when a good logo 
and a well-designed 
brochure were 
enough to represent 
a business. If it 
looked professional, 
it felt trustworthy. 
That made sense. 
Branding was often 
the only visible 
signal a company 
had. Today, that 

isn’t quite true. We’re surrounded by 
polished identities. Beautiful websites. 
Carefully chosen colour palettes. 
Perfectly aligned fonts. And yet many 
businesses still feel strangely distant. 
We can see what they look like, but we 
don’t always know who they are. That 
distance matters more than it used to.

Trust has become more personal. 
Whether we are choosing a solicitor, 
a café, a consultant or a contractor, 
we are drawn to businesses that feel 
human. The ones where we can 
picture the person we might speak to. 
The ones that show the team behind 
the service. The ones that give us a 
sense of why the business exists. This 

doesn’t mean every founder needs 
to be filming daily videos or sharing 
every detail of their life. It does mean 
people want reassurance. They want 
to know who is behind the email 
address, who will answer the phone, 
who is responsible for the work. Before 
they enquire, they are often asking 
themselves, “Can I trust these people?”

In many cases, businesses are 
hiding in plain sight. Not intentionally. 
Often it comes from a desire to look 
professional, to stay neutral, to let 
the work speak for itself. The website 
is polished. The logo is consistent. 
The messaging is careful. But when 
branding becomes a shield rather 
than a foundation, something gets 
lost. Logos are powerful. So are 
brand colours and carefully crafted 
messaging. They create recognition 
and consistency. But they are only 
part of the picture. A brand is also its 
values, its tone, its team and its story. 
Without those elements, even the most 
beautifully designed identity can feel 
flat.

Over the past decade working 
in marketing, both here in Suffolk 
and further afield, I’ve seen that the 

businesses which build lasting trust 
tend to do one thing well. They 
let people see the people. Not in a 
forced or overly polished way, but in 
a way that feels real. That might be a 
founder explaining why they started 
the company, a team member sharing 
insight into their role, or a glimpse into 
the thinking behind a project. Small 
moments turn a brand into something 
recognisable and relatable.

This shift isn’t limited to social media. 
It’s happening across marketing as 
a whole. We are less persuaded by 
perfection and more persuaded by 
presence. We want to feel confident 
not just in what a business offers, but in 
who is offering it. The strongest brands 
aren’t simply well designed. They are 
well understood. They allow people 
to see beyond the logo and into the 
values, the thinking and the people 
behind the work

Because in the end, businesses don’t 
build trust. People do. 

Xandrina Allday
xandrina@alldaymarketing.co.uk
www.alldaymarketing.co.uk

Marketing Today
Looking beyond logos to build real trust

mailto:xandrina%40alldaymarketing.co.uk?subject=
http://www.alldaymarketing.co.uk
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George Wombwell, England’s 
Greatest Showman

Pip Wright brings to life the spectacle, animals & popular 
entertainment of England's most famous travelling menagerie

Little Waldingfield History Society 
welcomed Pip Wright back to the 
Parish Room for an illustrated talk 
based largely on contemporary 
newspaper accounts. He explained that 
while newspapers are a major source 
for his research, in the case of George 
Wombwell they often reflected little 
more than what Wombwell himself 
wanted to be reported, as he was, by 
all accounts, a gifted self-publicist.

George Wombwell was born in 1777 
in Duddenhoe End, a tiny hamlet in 
the parish of Elmdon, halfway between 
Royston and Saffron Walden. Today 
it has a village hall, erected in 1931, 
and a thatched church converted 
from a barn in the nineteenth century. 
It has no shop and the last pub was 

converted into a house in the late 
1990s. Even today the roads are 
barely more than an uneven single 
track with passing places, and it did 
not have a mains sewer system until 
2005. George’s father was probably a 
craftsman, and George is thought to 
have received an education, most likely 
up to the age of twelve. However, his 
main love was animals, and he became 
known for caring for sick and injured 
specimens that people brought to him.

Around 1800 George moved to 
London, and by 1804 was working for 
a cordwainer (shoemaker) in Soho, 
most probably in the shop. At that 
time songbirds were frequently kept 
by cordwainers for display and sale 
to customers. George is thought also 
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Opposite from top: Poster 
advertising Bostock and 
Wombwell, successors to George 
Wombwell’s travelling menageries, 
illustrating the scale and spectacle 
used to attract Victorian audiences.

Portrait of George Wombwell 
(1777–1850).

Left: “On the march”: travelling 
menagerie wagons moving 
between towns, illustrating how 
exotic animals were transported 
around Britain in the nineteenth 
century.

Below: Wallace the lion now on 
permanent display at Saffron 
Walden Museum. 

“The Lion Fight”, from The 
Illustrated London News, 
illustrating the 1825 lion-baiting 
contest at Warwick.

to have become proficient in making 
cages for sale, which brought him a 
little money, but he clearly wanted 
more.

When a ship from South America 
arrived at the London docks carrying 
two boas, he bought them for £75 - a 
huge sum, equivalent to some £5,500 
today, and of uncertain origin - and 
he began exhibiting them in taverns. 
He was soon making a good profit 
and at his yard began building wagons 
for transporting the animals. In 1805 
he put his growing menagerie on the 
road, and the rest, as the saying goes, 
is history.

George subsequently began buying 
all manner of exotic animals from 
ships arriving from Africa, Australia, 
and South America, assembling a 
menagerie which he put on display. 
In 1810 he founded Wombwell’s 
Travelling Menagerie and began 
touring the fairs of Britain. By 1839 
it totalled fifteen wagons and was 
accompanied by a brass band for 
added spectacle.

His travelling menagerie included 
elephants, giraffes, a gorilla, hyena, 
kangaroo, leopards, six lions, llamas, 
monkeys, ocelots, onagers (Asiatic wild 
ass), ostriches, panthers, a rhino, which 
he called “real unicorn of scripture”, 
three tigers, wildcats, zebras, and 
snakes. Because many of the animals 
were from hotter climes, some died in 
the British climate, but George could 
usually sell the body profitably to a 
taxidermist or medical school. At other 
times he would exhibit the dead animal 
as a curiosity, which added to the 
attractions.

George also bred and raised many 
animals himself, including what was 
said to be the first lion bred in captivity 
in Britain, which he named William in 
honour of William Wallace.

In 1825, in collaboration with dog 
dealer Ben White’s assistant Bill 
George, Wombwell sponsored a lion-

baiting contest in Warwick between 
his docile lion Nero and six bulldogs. 
Around five hundred people assembled 
in a disused factory yard, where he 
arranged for the dogs to attack Nero 
three at a time, ignoring the pleas of 
Quaker Samuel Hoare, who asked 
“how thou wilt feel to see the noble 
animal thou hast so long protected, 
and which has been in part the means 
of supplying thee with the means of 
life, mangled and bleeding before 
thee?”

Nero appeared indisposed to use 
his full strength against the first three 

dogs, simply swatting them away 
with his paws and never biting. After a 
twenty-minute respite, the next three 
dogs were set upon him and pinned 
him to the floor. When a third round 
produced the same result, Wombwell 
conceded defeat for the lion, fearing 
that “the death of the animal must 
be the consequence of further 
punishment.”

In a second contest less than a week 
later, a Scottish-born lion known 
as Wallace fought back ferociously, 
holding one dog in his teeth and 
deliberately walking around the stage 
with him as a cat would a mouse. 
A second dog died moments after 
being taken out of the cage, and a 
third remained in Wallace’s jaws until a 
keeper threw a piece of raw flesh into 
the den. A fourth was left in critical 
condition, with several ribs broken.

The spectacle was widely condemned 
in the press and helped to inform a 
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Above: “Death of the Lion Queen 
in Wombwell’s Menagerie at 
Chatham”, engraving published 
in The Illustrated London News in 
January 1850, depicting the death 
of Ellen Bright. 

Left: Staffordshire ceramic 
commemorating the death of 
Ellen Bright, known as “The Lion 
Queen”, reflecting the intense 
public interest surrounding the 
event.

new sensitivity towards cruelty to 
animals, but it was another ten years 
before bear-baiting was outlawed 
in the UK, so it was perfectly legal at 
the time, though widely regarded as 
immoral. In 1838 one commentator 
remarked, “what dogs and lions can 
achieve in the arena of combat having 
now been ascertained, let us hope 
that no closer approximation to the 
sanguinary games of the Roman 
amphitheatre may ever be attempted 
in Great Britain, nor her soil again 
polluted by a repetition of such 
spectacles.”

Over the years, George expanded 
his business into three menageries 
that travelled around the country, and 
he was also a regular exhibitor at the 
annual Knott Mill Fair in Manchester, a 
venue he sometimes shared with Pablo 
Fanque, the first recorded Black circus 
owner in Britain. On five occasions 
George was invited to exhibit his 
animals to the royal court, three of 
them before Queen Victoria.

In 1847 she noted the bravery of the 
“British Lion Queen”, a nickname given 
to Ellen Chapman, who appeared 
inside cages with lions, leopards, 
and tigers. Chapman had no formal 
education and was illiterate, but 
became known as the lion tamer 
Madame Pauline de Vere, and was said 
to be the first woman to put her head 
into a lion’s mouth. When interviewed 
about her bravery, she said it was 
simply routine, and that she performed 
each show with no thought for danger.

Sadly Ellen Bright, another famous 
nineteenth-century British teenage 
lion tamer known as “The Lion Queen”, 
died in 1850 after being mauled by a 
tiger in her uncle George’s menagerie. 
Having turned her back on the animal, 

the tiger pounced, seized her 
by the throat, and killed her.

Following an inquest into 
her death, the practice 
of “Lion Queens” was 
banned and only men 

were thereafter 
permitted to 
enter the cages. 
An engraving 
of Ellen’s death 
appeared in 

The Illustrated 
London 
News on 10 

January 
1850, 
titled 
“Death of 
the Lion 
Queen in 
Wombwell’s 
Menagerie 

at Chatham”, just eight days after 
the event. The death caused such 
public shock and interest that it was 
also commemorated in ceramic 
by Staffordshire potters, who rarely 
missed a marketing opportunity. 
Somehow George escaped sanction 
or even criticism, and his travelling 
menageries continued as before.

On another occasion Prince Albert 
summoned George to examine his 
dogs, which had been dying, to see 
whether he could do anything for 
them. George concluded that their 
water was poisoning them and advised 
that they be given rainwater instead. In 
a short time the dogs recovered, and 
when Albert asked what he could do in 
return for the favour, George replied, 
“what can you give a man who has 
everything?”

He did, however, request some oak 
timber from the recently salvaged HMS 
Royal George, from which he had a 
coffin fashioned for himself. He then 
proceeded to exhibit the coffin, made 
from the famous timbers, for a special 
fee.

George frequented Bartholomew Fair 
in London and developed a rivalry with 
another exhibitor known as Atkins. On 
one occasion, when George arrived 
at the fair to find that his elephant had 
died, Atkins put up a sign announcing 
“The Only Live Elephant in the Fair”. 
Seeing this, George responded by 
displaying another scroll reading 
“The Only Dead Elephant in the Fair”, 
explaining that seeing a dead elephant 
was an even rarer experience than 
seeing a live one.

The public, realising they could see 
a living elephant almost anywhere, 
flocked instead to view and even poke 
the dead carcass. Throughout the fair 
Atkins’ menagerie was largely deserted, 
much to his disgust, while George’s 

was much frequented, to his evident 
delight.
Travelling menageries were often 
careless with their animals, and 
escapes were not infrequent. During 
the nineteenth century, escaped 
animals usually attacked local livestock 
and caused public panic. Animals 
recaptured by staff, sometimes 
after causing injuries, often led to 
sensational stories in local newspapers.

In 1835 a lion and tigress escaped 
from one of George’s travelling 
menageries and caused the deaths of 
four people. It appears that George 
was not blamed for this event, though 
on this occasion he most probably 
gave money to the relatives of the 
deceased to maintain his ‘good guy’ 
image. This was certainly the case 
after an incident in which someone 
picked up a rattlesnake, was bitten, and 
subsequently died.

George employed members of his 
family in the business, and they too 
were involved in accidents. On one 
occasion his nephew was gored by an 
elephant and died of his wounds. An 
inquest followed, but the transcript 
of George’s testimony showed no 
anger towards the elephant and no 
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Next Little Waldingfield History 
Society Talks:
The Women’s Land Army in Suffolk with Nicky Reynolds
Wednesday 11th March, 7:30pm:

Journeying through social history, Nicky will examine the 
roots of the organization from the industrial revolution, 
then growing on the shoulders of the Women’s Suffrage 
movement to become a vital response to feeding a nation 
during the Great War.

The History & Natural History of Spices with Ian Anderson
Wednesday 15th April, 7:30pm:

The dramatic search for spices through history, and how 
the pursuit of rare flavours changed and opened up our 
world.

Above from left: Elephant drinking 
from a horse trough.

George Wombwell’s tomb at 
Highgate Cemetery, beneath a 
statue of his pet lion Nero.

attribution of blame. He understood 
that his animal charges retained a level 
of wildness and unpredictability, and 
that this had to be respected.

Other accidents included a keeper 
losing an arm, another dying after 
infection following a leopard bite, and 
a drunken female visitor being mauled 
to death. Visiting travelling menageries 
could be a dangerous business.

Virtually the entire country was 
visited by travelling zoos, with cages 
transported on wagons and hauled 
around the countryside by horses, 
often in appalling conditions for much 
of the year. Cages were cramped and 
the horses pulling the wagons were 
grossly overworked. There were no 
animal rights, and as the Church taught 
that animals had no souls, they could 
be worked until they dropped, then left 
to die, be eaten, or be sold by George.

The menageries toured widely, and 
George travelled with them throughout 
his life because it was something he 
simply loved to do. He died at a good 
age in Northallerton on 16 November 
1850 and is buried at Highgate 
Cemetery in his Royal George coffin, 
beneath a statue of his pet lion Nero.

On his death the menagerie passed 
to his niece, Emma Wombwell, and 
was managed by James Bostock, 
who had joined the business in 1838, 
progressing from horse keeper to 
contracting and advertising agent, and 
becoming instrumental in securing two 
Royal Commands for exhibitions at 
Windsor Castle in 1847 and 1854.

Emma married James in October 
1852 at Tollesbury, after which he 
established a new company, Bostock & 
Wombwell, to continue the business. 
The couple had nine children, and the 

family dynasty was carried forward by 
three of them: Edward Henry, who 
succeeded his father; James William, 
who managed a separate menagerie 
business and sideshow; and Frank 
Charles, who went on to tour the UK, 
Europe, and America in his own right.

The fascination with the exhibition 
of wildlife, curiosities, and displays of 
human endeavour informed emerging 
trends in entertainment throughout 
the Victorian era and into the early 
twentieth century. However, the 
success of the business depended on 
novelty, and as public familiarity with 
such displays grew, the appeal began 
to fade. The exhibition of wild animals 
subsequently evolved into a different 
form of entertainment, incorporating 
performance and shifting from the 
fairground to the circus arena.

Although Bostock & Wombwell 
continued presenting menageries until 
the first third of the twentieth century, 
branches of the family diversified into 
other forms of business as early as 
1897, when Frank’s brother, Edward 
Henry, opened The Scottish Zoo. 
Edward became one of the most 

prominent members of the Bostock 
family in the twentieth century, 
expanding his operations into the 
travelling circus, including The Royal 
Italian Circus (formerly Volpi’s Circus), 
as well as several hippodromes and 
picture palaces.

Bostock & Wombwell’s Menagerie 
appeared for the last time at the 
Old Sheep Market in Newcastle in 
December 1931, when the entire 
menagerie was sold in lots and 
dispersed, with some animals going to 
Whipsnade and other zoos.

The talk offered a wide-ranging 
and engaging account of George 
Wombwell’s life and legacy, leaving 
a vivid impression of the world of 
travelling menageries.

Andy Sheppard
www.littlewaldingfieldhistorysociety.

wordpress.com
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The Blooming Garden
The Chin Chin Tree

I am a stickler for using the correct 
botanical nomenclature when talking 
about plants. But in its native Chile, the 
tree I am talking about today goes by 
the delightful name of Chin Chin tree, 
so I thought I would introduce it under 
this fun name today. I refuse to use the 
common name for it, Box-leaf Azalea, 
as it is neither a box, nor an azalea. I 
suspect this ridiculous name might 
be American as American gardeners, 
even serious ones, are averse to using 
Latin names. The correct name for 
it is Azara microphylla. It was named 
after Felix de Azara, an eighteenth 
century Spanish naturalist and explorer. 
Microphylla simply means small-
leaved.

It is a delightful tree, growing up 
to about 15 to 20 feet. It has sprays 
of small shiny, evergreen leaves. 
Graham Stuart Johnson described it 
as having "fern-frond branches." The 
whole effect is light and airy. What 

makes it particularly delightful is the 
herringbone arrangement of pairs of 
what appear to be small and minuscule 
leaves. These baby leaves are actually 
stipules and I don’t know what purpose 
they serve apart from looking cute. 

As well as looking good all year 
round, this tree has the most delicious-
smelling flowers in March. I was 
intrigued to read the late Christopher 
Lloyd’s description of scent in flowers. 
He wrote about classifying flower 
scents into those that are moral and 
those that are immoral. He said: 
"The distinction, when you come to 
think about it is quite clear. Moral 
scents include all those warm, foody, 
daytime smells, like coconut-scented 
gorse, clove carnations, vanilla Azara 
microphylla, mignonette, lupins, 
wallflowers, stocks and thyme. The 
immoral kind reserve their main 
strength, appropriately for evening and 
night."

I presume he was tongue in cheek 
when he wrote about moral and 
immoral flower smells. But flowers that 
smell of food are somehow universally 
appealing and wholesome. It is odd, 
you would think we would like food to 
smell of food and flowers to smell of 
flowers, but flowers that smell of food 
are irresistible. Personally, I think gorse 
has the coconutty smell of sun cream 
rather than food. The honey scent of 
the shrubby Euphorbia mellifera smells 
good enough to eat, but don’t try it 

as all euphorbias are toxic. Flowers 
which are said to smell of chocolate 
are always popular although I question 
whether the blooms of the Chocolate 
Vine, Akebia quinata actually do smell 
of chocolate. I feel the same way 
about the lovely chocolate Cosmos 
atrosanguineus. I suppose it does smell 
of chocolate after a warm day but you 
have to put your nose right in it to 
catch a whiff. I prefer scents that waft 
around the garden on the breeze and 
stop you in your tracks. The elegant 
tree, Cercidiphyllum japonicum has 
heart-shaped leaves which turn a 
beautiful colour in autumn and just 
before they fall let off a glorious scent 
of toffee apples. OK, it is quite fleeting 
but on a breezy day it wafts round the 
garden. As I only have a small garden 
and I don’t want to be without this 
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Citizens Advice
Sudbury Citizens Advice is here 
to provide free, independent, and 
confidential advice and support. We 
offer advice and support on a wide 
variety of subjects, problems, and 
concerns, one such subject being 
benefits and their entitlements. Our 
benefits advisers are widely recognised 
as being at the forefront of their 
knowledge and experience.

By way of example, a husband and 
wife contacted us seeking advice on 
a particular benefit, namely Pension 
Credit. Pension Credit may give you 
extra money to help with your living 
costs if you are a state pensioner.

The couple were in their late 70s 
and were convinced that they were 
not entitled to claim Pension Credit. 
However, having recently attended one 
of our presentations on the subject, 
they decided to contact us. They were 
very organised and precise with their 
finances and informed the adviser that 
their weekly income was over £600 
and that they had nearly £100,000 in 
savings.

With that information, the adviser 
could have advised them that they 
were quite correct and that with 
that income and level of savings, 
there would be no entitlement. 
Thankfully, our advisers are trained 
and experienced to look beyond the 
obvious. In further discussion with the 
couple, it was identified that both were 
in receipt of a disability benefit valued 
at over £200 a week. The adviser was 
able to inform them that the value of 
disability benefits does not count as 
income. Additionally, because they 
were both receiving a disability benefit, 
they were in fact entitled to apply for 
Pension Credit.

Whilst the value of Pension Credit 
they were entitled to was only around 
£5 a week, what pleased them more 
was that any amount of Pension 
Credit also provides a free TV licence, 
a Warm Home Discount of £150 a 
year deducted from their electricity 
bill, and a Cold Weather Payment of 
£25 a week. All of these extras are 
automatically provided once in receipt 
of Pension Credit.

The moral of this tale is never 
to assume the obvious and, most 
importantly, not to hesitate to contact 
our advisers at Sudbury Citizens 
Advice on 01787 321400. You may be 
pleasantly surprised.

Sudbury & South Suffolk Citizens 
Advice 

We are only a phone call away.
01787 321400
www.citizensadvice.org.uk

autumnal treat, I grow a small version 
of this tree called ‘Boyd’s Dwarf’.

But back to Azara microphylla. If 
you haven’t grown this tree and many 
people have never heard of it, then 
I recommend you seek it out. The 
flowers are tiny; in fact they have no 
petals and consist of yellow stamens. 
They look like minuscule mimosa 
flowers. You don’t grow it for showy 
flowers but for the treat of walking 
down the garden on a breezy spring 
day and having a strong scent of vanilla 
following you round. Some people 
say it smells of chocolate, marzipan or 
custard but I stand by my description 
of vanilla. Christopher Lloyd might 
think it is a moral scent but I think it is 
intoxicating.

Pretty, evergreen foliage and glorious 
smelling flowers are reason enough to 
plant this tree. But in my new garden 
I am trying a variegated one called 
Azara microphylla ‘Variegata’. The little 
leaves, edged with cream, lighten up 
my winter garden. I would grow this 
tree for its lovely winter foliage even 
without the delicious vanilla-scented 
flowers.

There are other azaras which are 
pretty but don’t have the intense scent. 
You sometimes find Azara serrata in 

Opposite page clockwise from 
top: 
Azara microphylla 'Variegata'

Euphorbia mellifera

Azara microphylla 

This page, from top: 

Akebia quinata 'White Form'

Chocolate Cosmos atrosanguineus

nurseries. It has more finely serrated, 
glossy green leaves. It blooms in May 
with golden yellow blooms which give 
it the appearance of a mimosa. It is 
not so strongly scented though. I have 
grown the rarer Azara uruguayensis 
for years now. It is similar to Azara 
serrata and I have found it easy from 
semi-ripe cuttings in summer. Even 
though I have moved a few times in 
the last thirty years I have brought 
pieces with me and planted it in every 
garden where it quickly grows into a 
reasonable sized tree. Again it blooms 
in May with mimosa-like flowers. But if 
I only had room for one azara it would 
always have to be Azara microphylla 
for that delicious and very moral vanilla 
scent drifting through the garden in 
early spring.

Not all azaras are hardy and the ones 
I have mentioned sometimes get a few 
black leaves during a hard winter. But 
in my experience they always recover. 
In their native South America, they 
grow at the edge of woodlands, so I 
try to imitate this by planting mine in 
semi-shade. They enjoy that famous 
horticultural oxymoron ‘moist but well 
drained soil.’

Chloris
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Bees can always surprise me. After 
three months of almost continuous 
rainfall, with single-figure temperatures 
and high winds, the bees took 
advantage of the first day of relative 
calm and a short spell of sunshine to 
leave the hive on their first foraging 
mission of the year. And all this in only 
the second week of February.

Of course, bees will leave the hive 
briefly when they can for ‘hygiene’ 
flights, but this was different. They 
were bringing pollen back into the 
hive. This was the pale, creamy-yellow 
pollen of winter aconites, the first 
flowers to bloom after the snowdrops, 
and could only mean one thing – the 
queen bee was starting to lay eggs.

The queen is the last survivor of the 
colony that was in full swing back in 
the summer. She is now surrounded 
by winter bees that carry an extra layer 
of fat in their bodies to help get them 
through the long, dark days.

As the winter bees return with their 
pollen the queen is stimulated to 
begin laying eggs once. Later in spring 
she will increase production to over 
2,000 each day, more than her own 
bodyweight. To sustain this she is fed 
and groomed continuously by an 
ever-changing retinue of workers. At 
the peak of summer there will be over 
60,000 worker bees in the colony, all 
from eggs laid by the same queen.

Between 1%-2% of the eggs will 
develop into male drones. These are 
produced from larger cells in the wax 
comb. The workers decide how many 
drones are required; the queen simply 
recognises the different-sized brood 
cell and acts accordingly.

At some point in the spring or early 

summer the workers will decide that 
the time is right to swarm. When 
swarming the queen and up to half 
the bees leave the nest and establish a 
new colony elsewhere. Before doing 
so the workers build special swarm 
cells around the edges of the frames, 
larger than worker or drone cells and 
built out from the surface of the comb 
like unhusked peanuts. The eggs laid in 
these cells become new queens.

The queen lays an egg in each swarm 
cell, and when they are sealed the 
swarm is ready to go.

The first of the new queens vibrates 
her wings against the side of the cell 
when she is ready to emerge, causing 
a piping sound. The workers respond 
by tearing down the walls of the cell to 
help her get out quickly. Immediately 
she sets off to hunt down the other 
queen cells, tear down the walls, and 
kill the occupants. The workers will 
help her, clustering round the victim 
until she is suffocated.

When the weather permits, the virgin 
queen leaves the hive in search of the 
nearest drone congregation area, a 
particular location where drones from 
all nests within flying distance gather 
for the sole purpose of mating. The 
virgin queen flies through the crowd of 
drones, drawing them to her with her 
own particular pheromone or scent. 
Soon the drones form a comet-like 
cloud behind her. Finally, the closest 
drone will impregnate her with semen, 
a process which takes place in mid-
flight, lasts less than a second, and 
results in the immediate death of the 
successful donor.

The process is repeated until she 
has mated with anything up to a 

dozen drones. She stores around five 
million sperm in a specialised gland, 
called the spermatheca, where they 
are nourished and sustained with her 
own body fluids. She might repeat this 
process over several days to ensure 
good genetic variety, but afterwards 
she will not visit a drone congregation 
area again.

Returning to the nest, she now 
commences her lifelong work of laying 
eggs to produce the next generations 
of bees. The workers themselves 
decide which cells will house worker 
larvae or drone larvae. The queen 
fertilises each egg destined to become 
a worker or future queen with sperm 
from her spermatheca. Drones are 
produced from unfertilised eggs, so 
the drones only carry the genes of 
the queen. The genetic inheritance of 
the workers derives from the queen 
and any one of perhaps ten different 
drones, thereby multiplying the 
possibilities of beneficial variation.

As well as feeding and grooming the 
queen, the workers also pick up her 
own special pheromone, known as 
'queen substance'. In her prime the 
queen produces this in abundance 
but it declines as the queen ages. 
The weakening of the pheromone 
stimulates the workers to create 
new queen cells, from which one 
emerged imago will survive. Any 
rivals are dispatched, as were those 
of her mother. This process is called 
supersedure and is essential to retain 
the viability of the colony. The ageing 
queen will soon disappear, her life’s 
work completed.

And so the cycle is repeated.

Tony Rand

Notes from a Beekeeper’s Diary
Winter bees & a surviving queen
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Milden Cricket Club
“For the rain it raineth every day.” So 
sang Feste, the clown (or jester), at 
the end of William Shakespeare’s play 
Twelfth Night.Given the seemingly 
constant rain this year so far (another 
16 millimeters on 15 February), 
Shakespeare might have been writing 
in England in 2026, rather than over 
400 years earlier in around 1602! 
However, to quote Monty Python, 
"always look on the bright side of life" 
since, by the time you read this the 2026 domestic cricket 
season will be less than two months away with, hopefully, 
some dry, sunny, weather to look forward to. (And, maybe, 
England will have reached the semi-finals of the T20 World 
Cup tournament in India/Sri Lanka!)

Milden’s first league match is at home against Hadleigh 
Academy on Sunday 10 May. (The full list of league fixtures 
was set out on page 55 of the January BRN.) The following 
friendly matches -all at home - have also been arranged: 

Sunday 26 April Intra-squad match

Monday 4 May Milden v Superstars CC

Sunday 24 May Six-a-side tournament

Wednesday 8 July Milden v Army Air Corps  
(evening T/20 match)

Sunday 2 August Milden v Suffolk Swingers

Details about the Tissa Rigby Trophy to follow.

Meanwhile, in preparation for the 2026 season, indoor 
nets are taking place, held on Thursday evenings, alternately 
at Sprotts Farm Indoor Cricket Lane, Holt Road, Polstead 
CO6 5BT and the sports hall at Wattisham Airfield, IP7 7RA. 
If you are interested in playing for the club or, in the first 
place, coming to nets, or would just like more information, 
please contact club captain Alex Cunningham via e-mail 
info@mildencc.com.

The club AGM and pre-season social is on Friday 6 March 
2026 – 7.30 pm at The Fleece Hotel, Boxford (AGM at 8pm)

David Lamming
Media Officer

Boxford Bike Club
Boxford Bike Club is a community 
cycle club based in the picturesque 
Suffolk village of Boxford. Founded in 
2012 and with a membership of around 
60, we take pride in being an open, 
friendly and inclusive group catering 
for riders of all ages and abilities. 

We are pleased to announce that 
we will once again be hosting our 
annual cycle sportive event, The 
Boxford Tornado, on 26th April 2026. 
The event offers 32 or 65 mile routes and a 10 mile family 
route, all fully signed. The event is supported by a mobile 
mechanic and first aid and recovery service with free event 
photos and a post ride BBQ at The White Hart. 

Through the event we support local charities and good 
causes and since the inaugural Tornado have donated more 
than £25,000. In 2026 we will again be supporting the East 
Anglian Air Ambulance, having raised over £3,700 for the 
charity in 2025.

For more information or to book, please visit  
www.boxfordbikeclub.co.uk/boxfordtornado.

If you are new or returning to cycling or would just like to 
join us on a Sunday ride, please contact Kevin at  
kevbike@btopenworld.com. For more information on 
membership check our website.

www.boxfordbikeclub.co.uk

mailto:info%40mildencc.com?subject=
http://www.boxfordbikeclub.co.uk/boxfordtornado
mailto:kevbike%40btopenworld.com?subject=
http://www.boxfordbikeclub.co.uk
http://www.todds-removals.co.uk
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Feedback From 
James Finch
County Councillor for the 
Stour Valley
Council sets out plans for 2026/27 
budget
The £850 million plan aims to 
safeguard frontline services, support 
the most vulnerable, and invest in 
Suffolk’s future despite rising costs, 
growing demand and shortfalls in 
national funding. Key themes of the 
draft budget include:

•	 Savings and efficiencies: £46.5 
million of savings through service 
transformation and efficiencies, 
including a temporary reduction in 
employer pension contributions, 
made possible by the strong position 
of the council’s pension fund.

•	 Rising financial pressures: Increasing 
demand, in particular for adult and 
children’s social care, will add £32.2 
million in costs, alongside continued 
pressures from the Dedicated 
Schools Grant deficit.

•	 Reserves: A one-off use of reserves 
will bridge a £5.9 million funding 
gap, while keeping reserves above 
the minimum level needed to 
manage financial risks.

•	 Capital investment: The capital 
programme has been shortened 
from 4 years to 3 ahead of local 
government reorganisation in 
2028. It continues to fund essential 
projects like school expansions 
and infrastructure upgrades, as 
well as new schemes, such as 
improvements to bus services, 
public rights of way, and cycling and 
walking infrastructure.

To support these plans, the council 
has proposed a 4.99% rise in Council 
Tax, comprising a 2.99% general 
increase and an extra 2% for adult 
care. Alongside a forecast 1% rise in 
the taxbase, this would generate an 
additional £27.4 million.

For households, this would mean:

•	 Band B property (the most common 
band): £25.90 per week, an increase 
of £1.23 a week

•	 Band D property: £33.30 per week, 
an increase of £1.58 a week.

A Council Tax increase is proposed 
as part of this, to be debated and 
finalised at a Full Council meeting on 
12 February.

Young people’s voices shape Suffolk’s 
2025 Annual Public Health Report
The event brought together partners 
from across all sectors to listen to 

young people involved in creating 
the report, using hackathon events to 
explore what matters most to them. 
Attendees discussed how youth social 
action improves physical and mental 
health, with potential to address health 
inequalities across Suffolk.

For the first time, Suffolk’s Annual 
Public Health Report (APHR) is 
predominantly video based, sharing 
real-life stories and experiences from 
young people countywide. A key 
part focuses on 3 youth-led events 
bringing together young people and 
local partners to talk about what helps/
hinders young people.

This year’s APHR represents an 
important step forward for Suffolk. 
By listening directly to young people, 
we have a clearer understanding of 
the challenges they face and what 
supports their wellbeing. The report 
shows that youth social action can 
play a central role in improving health 
and reducing inequalities. Our focus 
now must be on acting on what young 
people have told us and working with 
them to make lasting improvements.

The launch is part of a programme 
that will support young people aged 
11–20 (and up to 25 with additional 
needs) to design and lead projects that 
make a positive difference in their local 
areas led by young people.

The 2025 APHR, including all videos 
and supporting case studies featured in 
the report, can be viewed here: 
https://tinyurl.com/scc-health-2025

Department for Education (DfE) 
acknowledges progress - and sets 
clear expectations for Suffolk’s SEND 
improvement
In a recent stocktake visit, officers 
from the DfE reported progress in 
governance, quality assurance and 
timeliness, leadership and multi-
agency working. They praised a shared 
commitment to improving outcomes 
for children and young people 
with SEND and laid out a number 
of recommendations for further 
improvement.

The findings of the visit have been 
published in a letter addressed to 
Sarah-Jane Smedmor, Executive 
Director of Children & Young People's 
Services at SCC, and Dr Ed Garratt 
OBE, Chief Executive Suffolk and North 
East Essex Integrated Care Board. You 
can read the letter here:  
https://tinyurl.com/SCC-letter

The DfE acknowledged work to clear 
the backlog of Education Health and 
Care Plans (EHCP) by January and the 
fact that plans will be delivered above 
the national average for timeliness. 
Officers noted a need to ensure that 
plans reflect families’ views and lead to 

timely, appropriate support.
The next review of SEND services by 

the DfE is scheduled for the end of the 
spring term.

SCC has approved much-needed 
provision for children with complex 
needs
Papers published in January set out 
plans for the new provision, which 
will provide purpose-built Ofsted-
registered accommodation, improving 
outcomes for children and reducing 
reliance on high-cost, private 
placements.

Following a successful bid, £1.4m of 
DfE funding has been secured for the 
project, which will be match-funded 
with a further £1.4m from SCC.

Suffolk is facing the same pressures, 
with more children coming into 
care, and children entering care later 
with lived experiences meaning that 
they often require more specialist 
care and support at higher costs. A 
lack of choice in the current care 
market means there is a critical need 
for Suffolk based, Ofsted-registered 
placements for children with complex 
needs.

SCC has approved plans by Unity 
Schools Partnership, a trust that runs 
40 schools across Suffolk, Norfolk, 
Essex and Cambridgeshire, to open 
the 126-place school on the site of the 
former Saxmundham SET School in 
Seaman Avenue, Saxmundham.

Nationally significant Anglo-Saxon 
burial ground found at Sizewell C site

Among the most remarkable 
discoveries is a high-status grave 
containing two individuals buried 
alongside a fully harnessed horse, 
weapons, and personal items. These 
finds, dating to the 7th century, 
suggest the individuals were elite 
members of Anglo-Saxon society and 
reflect their complex burial traditions.

The team from Oxford Cotswold 
Archaeology (OCA), working on behalf 
of Sizewell C, identified at least 11 
burial mounds, known as barrows, 
along with cremation and inhumation 
burials. All had been carefully arranged 
across a prominent point in the 
landscape near Theberton in Suffolk.

Despite poor bone preservation 
caused by the local sandy soils, 
detailed excavation and recording have 
preserved valuable information about 
burial practices and social status in 
early Medieval Suffolk.

James Finch
james.finch@suffolk.gov.uk
Tel: 01206 262993
Mobile: 07545 423796

https://tinyurl.com/scc-health-2025
https://tinyurl.com/SCC-letter
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Feedback From 
Bryn Hurren
Babergh District Councillor 
for Box Vale Ward.
As I write this report for the latest 
edition of the Box River News, it is 
St Valentine's weekend and love 
was certainly all around in Boxford 
yesterday. I lost count of the number 
of bunches, posies and bouquets 
of flowers being carried through 
the churchyard, either bought from 
Boxford Stores, or taken through to 
lay on graves of loved ones in our 
cemetery. Many families were also 
walking through to and from lunches 
at one of our thriving hostelries. 

We are so fortunate to have such a 
good range of businesses in this village 
and it is important that we keep them. 
This is one thing that sets Boxford 
apart from many other larger villages 
within the Babergh area. Long may 
that continue, and they continue to be 
supported and patronised by villagers 
and visitors alike.

I spent a long day in Boxford myself, 
not on a love mission, although some 
might call it that, but I was working 
hard to change the hefty church 
gateposts at the main entrance to 
our church. Apart from three ladies I 
knew well, the only thing I got to hug 
was the old dirty, rotten gateposts as 
we levered and bear-hugged them 
out of their metre-deep holes where 
they had stood for probably 50 years 
or more. I’ve been trying to do this 
work, as commissioned by the village 
parish council, since Christmas, but 
the 14th February was the first day this 
year without rain at all, which enabled 
this much-needed work to be carried 
out at last. Thank you to all those who 
stopped to chat and offer general 
encouragement. I always love working 
in Boxford and other local villages.

Our next big mission at Babergh 
District Council is to set a balanced 
budget for April 2026-27. This again 
has not been easy with costs going 
up and the need to keep any rises 
below inflation if possible for the year 
ahead. We have managed to achieve 
this again through careful financial 
planning and the Babergh share of the 
budget will once again be below a fiver 
per week for Band D properties, for all 
we do. That’s less than a cup of coffee 
if you go posh, and I think is a tribute 
to our councillors and staff alike. 

I am aware of course that my 
council's share of the total budget is 
now only around 8.5% of your total 
council tax bill and other authorities 

are going for larger than inflation 
increases. I'm aware also that it 
contains a rise in car parking charges 
which I feel is contrary to what was 
promised a year ago and a bad move 
all round. No one is more aware than 
myself of the horrendous increase in 
the Government's business rates on 
our Babergh-owned car parks but I 
make the point once again that these 
areas were originally purchased and 
made available by the council to help 
businesses within our market towns 
and shouldn’t be penalised by business 
rates at all.

An even bigger task for Babergh at 
the moment is to implement the new 
government initiative for statutory 
recycling throughout all council areas 
in England and Wales. This is a good 
thing to save confusion and increase 
recycling rates, which is something 
we all support. We certainly need to 
keep the wastage down in society as 
a whole. We have gone for a three 
weekly collection of black bin rubbish. 
This could get smelly in a hot summer 
and we know that, but it is impossible 
to achieve everything we have to do by 
any other method, without then having 
to invest in more collection vehicles at 
a cool cost of approximately £500,000 
per vehicle. A hard choice indeed!

At least now we will be recycling 
more materials at kerbside, including 
Tetra Paks, lower grades of plastics/
film, carrier bags etc.

Also we endeavour to update our 
JLP (joint local plan) across both 
councils and to include within it the 
new housebuilding ambitions of this 
government. Although Angela Rayner 
has long gone from the cabinet, the 
housebuilding targets she set remain 
for the present moment and into the 
short term future at least. The problem 
for the longer term is whether we can 
maintain supply of skilled labour and 
materials with which to build 775 new 
dwellings across Babergh district each 
year. We have carried out a call for 
sites that has certainly produced some 
quite possible locations for providing 
housing into the coming 30 years of 
the plan. We have to be careful what 
we plan and where we put it and have 
environmental and commercial plans 
that link together. This requires skill 
and good consultation, but we will 
reflect everyone’s views as well as 
we possibly can and we will be trying 
not to put housing in rural areas and 
villages, except where it is wanted, 
needed or accepted under rural 
exception policies.

Greenfield areas will I expect be 
protected for the next ten years of the 
plan and hopefully after that as well. 

Also I hope we will go back to building 
houses that are needed for families of 
all sizes to be lived in, including first-
time buyers, renters and downsizers, 
not just for the profit of national 
housebuilders and their shareholders.

This is all a very ambitious 
programme but can be done 
successfully, without destroying the 
good stuff we have already put into 
place.

As predicted, it seems that we will 
now have no more elections across 
the Babergh area for two more years. 
This does not affect myself as I was 
elected in 2023 and I have two more 
years of my term to run anyway. It 
does mean however that present 
county councillors will be in place 
for seven years without having to 
face an election which seems very 
wrong to me. As previously stated 
the elections are run and organised 
by the District council, which in our 
case is Babergh Mid Suffolk, the other 
councils have very little to do except 
training and welcoming the newly 
elected councillors when they arrive 
to take office. Can there be another 
sinister reason why the elections have 
been called off, maybe a political one? 
Surely not I hear you all cry. What are 
we coming to? 
 
Local Elections Update 

Shortly before the print deadline 
of the BRN and since the above was 
written the government has had a 
rethink due to political pressure from 
other political parties (including my 
own through Ed Davey) and have 
quite rightly given in to peoples' 
democratic rights to have their say 
and not succumb to others political 
whims. Babergh Mid Suffolk District 
Council issued a statement an hour 
after the announcement was made 
to say that we already were at a very 
advanced state of planning to run the 
elections for Suffolk County Council 
and as a precautionary measure had 
continued to put measures in place. 
This means we were not caught out by 
late correcting decision. Democracy 
Must Rule.

If anyone needs their to talk to their 
well-elected mid-term councillor, you 
all know what to do!

All love at this time. 

Bryn
bryn.hurren@babergh.gov.uk 
Tel: 01787 210854
Mobile: 07771 508348
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BOXFORD
Summary of Council Meeting 
27th January 2026 
Public Forum: It was reported that 
the permissive footpath between 
Fen Street and Cox Hill is becoming 
increasingly dangerous, the clerk will 
request CCllr Finch takes this matter 
forward. 

The yellow lines at the junction of 
Swan Street and Church Street and 
Broad Street and Swan Street need to 
be repainted. The clerk will advise CCllr 
Finch.

It was noted that the response from 
Highways to reported potholes was 
inadequate as most were rejected 
without an inspection being carried 
out.

District Council Report: DCllr Hurren’s 
full report can be found on the BPC 
website.

County Council Report: CCllr Finch’s 
full report can be found on the BPC 
website. 

Finance: The finance report was 
accepted and can be found in full on 
the BPC website. 

The finance group have 
recommended an increase in the 
precept from £65,107 to £73,200, 
based on budget allocations. It was 
resolved to accept the recommended 
increase.

Planning: The full planning details can 
be seen in the minutes on the BPC 
website.

Stone St 20mph speed limit: It was 
reported that there has been some 
confusion regarding the 20mph 
speed limit for Stone Street; further 
discussions were due to take place that 
did not take place. A process to take 
the matter forward was suggested and 
resolved – full details can be found in 
the full minutes. 

Boxford, Massachusetts: An enquiry 
has been received from a resident in 
Boxford, Massachusetts regarding the 
50 year anniversary of the visit and was 
keen to see if the parish would like to 
do the same again. Cllr Troke will make 
contact and take the matter forward.

Update on Parking: Contact has 
been made with the diocese to ask 
if the land on School Hill behind the 
cemetery could be sold to make into a 
car park. Due to issues that have been 
raised regarding the proposed car park 
down Stone Street Rd, this proposal 
has been put on hold. A suggestion 
has also been put to the playing fields 

NEWTON 
Summary of Council Meeting 
11th February 2026
NPC is looking for an applicant to 
fill the councillor vacancy. If you 
would like more information on the 
role, please contact Dave Crimmin as 
below.

26/029 Planning
The councillors reviewed Planning 
Application DC/25/05504 Village 

committee to extend the car park at 
the playing field and to resolve the 
drainage issues and resurface the 
existing car park. 

Consideration of grants: FoBS 
have requested that the previously 
awarded grant of £2,000 be used for 
IT equipment instead of playground 
equipment. It has been established that 
FoBS are £460 short of the total funds 
needed. It was proposed that the PC 
approve the request and increase the 
grant to £2,460. This was resolved.

Date of Next Meeting: 24th February 
2026 at 7pm in the village hall.

Full minutes and other documents 
mentioned above can be found at: 
http://boxford-pc.gov.uk

Zoe Rumsey 
01787 739317
clerk@boxford-pc.gov.uk

LITTLE 
WALDINGFIELD
Summary of Council Meeting 
3rd March 2025
The Little Waldingfield Parish Council 
(LWPC) met on Tuesday 3 February 
in the Parish Room, joined by our 
district councillor and one resident. 
A lively and wide ranging discussion 
covered everything from elections 
and recycling to buses, planning, and 
the ever mysterious fate of our road 
markings.

County & District Updates: The main 
issue covered: delays to elections; 5% 
council tax rise; and new recycling bins

Buses: A small step forward. The 112 
bus timetable has been updated, with 
new request stops and a slightly altered 
route. Copies will be encapsulated and 
displayed at the bus stop, in the phone 
box, and (if the landlord agrees) in the 
pub.

GoStart also wrote to the council 
outlining the value of their community 
service. LWPC will respond with thanks 
and a gentle reminder that the parish 
does contribute financially to the 
service each year.

Residents also raised concerns about 
the Connect Bus service, which still 
does not serve the village directly 
despite passing nearby. Councillors will 
continue to press for improvements.

Planning: The planning applications 
were discussed and considered on 
their merits.

Highways: The newly resurfaced road 
through the village is smoother but 
now lacks white lines. Suffolk County 
Council has been asked to reinstate 
them and LWPC will follow up.

The Lorry Watch scheme remains on 
the agenda. LWPC is waiting for Suffolk 
Highways to confirm a site visit to 
assess whether a weight limit could be 
introduced - an essential requirement 
for joining the scheme.

Speeding through the village remains 
a concern.

Footpaths and Grounds: Cllr Wheeler 
reported that the new bridge on FP6 
is complete, hedge cutting along the 
church path has restored full width, 
and discussions continue about 
installing waymarkers on the cross 
parish route into Great Waldingfield. 
Weed killing and bramble clearance 
in the churchyard and cemetery has 
been completed.

Councillor Recruitment: Two 
vacancies remain on the parish 
council. Cllr Turnbull will begin house-
to-house engagement once the 
weather improves. 

And finally… The council continues to 
work through its action plan, which 
now includes tasks ranging from 
emergency planning volunteers to 
website updates and the new bus 
timetable.

The next meeting will be held 
on Tuesday 3 March 2026 in the 
Parish Room. Residents are warmly 
encouraged to attend - your 
questions, ideas, and concerns help 
shape the work of the council.

For more updates and to get involved, 
visit the LWPC website:  
https://tinyurl.com/lwpc-council or 
contact the parish clerk. 
Your village needs your voice!

Mark Freeman
07554 592425
clerk.littlewaldingfield@hotmail.co.uk

http://boxford-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk%40boxford-pc.gov.uk?subject=
https://tinyurl.com/lwpc-council
mailto:clerk.littlewaldingfield%40hotmail.co.uk?subject=
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Hall, The Green - Resurfacing of car 
park and resolved to support the 
application.

The councillors reviewed the 
additional information supplied relating 
to Planning Application DC/26/04864 
Land west of Manders Auctions, 
Assington Road - Change of use of 
land. Erection of 9No. single-storey 
dwellings (including 4No. affordable). 
Improvements to access and public 
highway (including pedestrian 
crossing, new footpath provision 
etc.). Biodiversity enhancements and 
resolved unanimously to object to the 
application as it does not comply with 
the Newton Neighbourhood Plan.

The councillors reviewed the 
amended proposal for Planning 
Application DC/25/04963 Land Rear 
of Juglans, Sudbury Road - Application 
under Section 73a of The Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990 - Variation 
of Condition 1 (Approved Plans and 
Documents) of Planning Permission 
DC/25/02375 dated: 25.07.2025 - For 
design changes to Plot 1 only as per 
submitted plans and documents. The 
councillors resolved to support the 
application.

26/030 Saracens Head as an Asset of 
Community Value
The councillors reviewed the agent’s 
sales brochure in relation to selling the 
Saracens Head and requested the clerk 
to obtain the financial information 
pack in relation to the business. The 
councillors agreed to hold a public 
briefing session in relation to the 
sale on Wednesday 4th March 2026 
starting at 8pm.

26/032 Walking Infrastructure Project
The councillors reviewed the progress 
of applications for grants towards 
the cost of the walking infrastructure 

Parish Council 
Contact Details
Boxford PC 
Clerk: Zoe Rumsey
01787 739317
clerk@boxford-pc.gov.uk

http://boxford-pc.gov.uk

Edwardstone PC 
Clerk: Richard Jones
01473 828246
edwardstoneclerk@outlook.com

http://edwardstonepc.onesuffolk.
net/parish-council/minutes 

Groton PC 
Clerk: Richard Jones
01473 828246
grotonclerk@yahoo.com

http://groton.onesuffolk.net/
parish-council/documents

Little Waldingfield PC 
Councillor & Clerk: Mark Freeman 
07554 592425

clerk.littlewaldingfield@hotmail.
co.uk

https://bit.ly/LW-parish-minutes

Newton PC 
Clerk: Dave Crimmin PSLCC
01787 375085
clerk@newton-pc.gov.uk

www.newton.onesuffolk.net

Each of our villages has its own 
Parish Council, representing local 
residents and dealing with matters 
that affect everyday life, including 
planning issues, footpaths, and 
local facilities. Parish Councils 
also act as a link between the 
community and district and county 
authorities on wider issues.

Parish Councils rely on local 
involvement to work effectively, 
and residents are encouraged to 
raise issues, attend meetings, or 
consider standing as councillors to 
help shape decisions in their own 
community.

improvements. To date, applications 
have been made to the National 
Lottery (£20,000) and Sport England 
(£15,000) for grants towards the 
project. SCC has agreed to pay for 
the costs (£25,956) of relocating the 
bus stop and shelter on the Green. 
Babergh’s CIL Team has agreed that 
the project is eligible for a grant up 
to £100,000, subject to a successful 
application. A Suffolk-based charity 
will consider if the scheme falls within 
their criteria in early March.

The councillors resolved to allocate 
£20,000 of its CIL receipts towards the 
project, and that a grant application 
be made to the NGT for their 
consideration.

26/033 Neighbourhood Plan
Cllr Presland updated councillors that 
the first meeting with the working 
party had been held on 27 January 
2026 and that draft minutes have 
been circulated to councillors. Further 
members of the working party are still 
being sought. The next two events will 
be:
•	 Meeting with consultants LUC on 25 

February 2026.
•	 Presentation to residents at the NPC 

coffee morning on 28 March 2026.

26/035 GoStart
The councillors reviewed the request 
to help inform residents of GoStart’s 
services and agreed to update the 
website, electronic newsletter and 
Facebook page with the details.

Full minutes can be found at: 
www.newton-pc.gov.uk 

Dave Crimmin CiLCA, PIALC, PSLCC
01787 375085
clerk@newton-pc.gov.uk

mailto:clerk%40boxford-pc.gov.uk?subject=
http://boxford-pc.gov.uk
mailto:edwardstoneclerk%40outlook.com?subject=
http://edwardstonepc.onesuffolk.net/parish-council/minutes
http://edwardstonepc.onesuffolk.net/parish-council/minutes
mailto:grotonclerk%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://groton.onesuffolk.net/parish-council/documents/
http://groton.onesuffolk.net/parish-council/documents/
mailto:clerk.littlewaldingfield%40hotmail.co.uk?subject=
mailto:clerk.littlewaldingfield%40hotmail.co.uk?subject=
https://bit.ly/LW-parish-minutes
mailto:clerk%40newton-pc.gov.uk?subject=
http://www.newton.onesuffolk.net
https://www.newton-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk%40newton-pc.gov.uk?subject=
https://highwaysreporting.suffolk.gov.uk
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Directory of Clubs & Organisations

Scouting
1st Boxford Beaver Scouts John 07966 690317 

johnaves@hotmail.co.uk

1st Boxford Cub Scouts Susie 07843 280396

1st Boxford Scouts David Talbot-Clarke 07946 550519

1st Boxford Explorer Scouts Neil Barkham 07734 108257

1st Boxford Rainbows Janice Macmillan 07779 303690

1st Boxford Brownies Janice Macmillan 07779 303690
janice.macmillan@yahoo.co.uk

1st Boxford Guides Bethany Ireland 
bethanyireland11@gmail.com

Children Families & Learning
Boxford Primary 
School

01787 210332
www.boxfordprimaryschool.co.uk 

office@boxford.suffolk.sch.uk

Friends of Boxford 
School (FoBS) talktofobs@gmail.com

Sunflowers Childcare Moira Grant 01787 211363
www.sunflowers-childcare.co.uk
info@sunflowers-childcare.co.uk

Boxford Baby & 
Toddler Group

facebook.com/
Boxfordbabyandtoddlergroup

Halls & Facilities to Hire
Boxford Pavilion Natalie Woods 07772 916 135

nataliewoods25@gmail.com

Boxford Spinney Mark Miller 01787 211596
www.boxfordspinney.co.uk

mark.miller@talktalk.net

Boxford Village Hall www.boxfordvillagehall.co.uk
booking@boxfordvillagehall.co.uk

Brent Eleigh Village Hall Karen Marshall 07946 209103
karenemarshall6@gmail.com

Edwardstone Parish Hall Daphne Clark 01787 210698
daphne.clark@btopenworld.com

Edwardstone Millennium 
Green

Marijke Morris 07914 767 013
marijke_e@yahoo.co.uk

Groton Village Hall Joanna Roberts 07845 940 008 
jgant87618@aol.com

Little Waldingfield Parish 
Room

Sue Bowen 01787 249473 
sd.bowen@btopenworld.com

Little Waldingfield Pavilion Jennie Jordan 07522 352 558
52Jennie1@gmail.com

Marquee Booking BoxfordMarqueeBooking@gmail.com

Milden Pavilion Pearl 01449 741 876
info@mildenpavilion.co.uk

Newton Village Hall The Secretary 07955 199 000

Volunteers Make Our  
Villages Thrive
Our village halls, clubs, charities, and youth groups don’t run themselves. 
Almost everything listed on these pages is organised by volunteers - 
neighbours giving a little time to keep things happening.

For anyone considering getting involved, help doesn’t have to mean 
long-term or specialist commitment. Many groups need:

•	 occasional help at events

•	 someone to cover a role for a few months

•	 behind-the-scenes admin or publicity

•	 fresh faces with new ideas

Getting involved is one of the easiest ways to meet people and feel part 
of village life.

Additions or corrections
This guide aims to be as 
complete and accurate as 
possible. If a group is missing, 
details have changed, or you 
spot an error, please email  
editor@boxrivernews.com.

mailto:johnaves%40hotmail.co.uk?subject=
mailto:janice.macmillan%40yahoo.co.uk?subject=
http://www.boxfordprimaryschool.co.uk
mailto:office%40boxford.suffolk.sch.uk?subject=
mailto:talktofobs%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.sunflowers-childcare.co.uk
mailto:info%40sunflowers-childcare.co.uk?subject=
http://facebook.com/Boxfordbabyandtoddlergroup
http://facebook.com/Boxfordbabyandtoddlergroup
mailto:editor%40boxrivernews.com?subject=
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Directory of Clubs & Organisations

Clubs & Groups
Boxford Bellringers Richard Gates 01787 210432

Boxford Bible Study Group Peter & Margaret 01787 211077

Boxford Bike Club Kevin Bridge 07876 798 617
www.boxfordbikeclub.co.uk

Boxford Bowls Club Ian Clark 01787 211133

Boxford Carpet Bowls David Warren 01787 211067

Boxford Drama Group Janice Macmillan 07779 303 690
janice.macmillan@yahoo.co.uk

Boxford Friendship Group Alison Warren 01787 211067
or Wendy Hills 01787 210342

Boxford Gardens Open Audrey Zuck 07852 102 455
audrey@a2zriskservices.com

Boxford Gardening 
Society

Elizabeth Wagener 01787 210223
elizabeth.wagener@btinternet.com

Boxford Literary Group David Jones 01787 211104
audav@hotmail.co.uk

Boxford Rovers Youth FC Melvyn Eke 07873 971 701 
m.eke@btinternet.com

www.boxford-rovers-youth.com

Boxford Tennis Social Sue Moore 07808 481 447

Boxford WI Lyn Beer 07961 357 526

Fleece Jazz David Gasson 01787 210796

Highway 12 Western Dance Chris 01787 371006

Little Waldingfield History 
Society

Diana Langford 01787 248298
dianalangford765@gmail.com

Little Waldingfield Over 60s 
& Friendship Club Tricia Eddington 01787 247932

Local History Recorders Edwardstone
Daphne Clark 01787 210698

daphne.clark@btopenworld.com

Groton
Joanna Roberts 01787 210619

jgant87618@aol.com

Madrigalia Choir Sue Price 01787 210913

Milden Cricket Club Richard Robinson 07807 229447
or David Lamming 07968 791 135

Milden Singers Pearl 01449 741876

Natural Boxford Louise Carpenter 01787 211862
louisecarpenter@proton.me

Newton Arts & Crafts Club Carole Langley 01787 373548

Newton War Games Club Brian Lawson 01787 312160

Newton Fireside Club Moira Evans 01787 374652

Pilates (Edwardstone) Claire 07772 074 750

Clubs & Groups
Primrose Wood 
Volunteers

Evan Flockhart 07968 336 883
obliquewoodland@protonmail.com

Swing Jive & Lindy Hop 
Dance Sarah Boldock 07956 614 824

Yoga (Boxford) Marianne Marshall 01787 210323

Yoga Paper Kite (Newton) Sophie 01787 313662

Yoga with Lindsey (Newton) Lindsey 07971 800 540

Charities
Boxford & Groton United 
Charities Guy Godfrey 01787 211378

Edwardstone Millennium 
Green Trust

Alison Barlow 07765 401 952
crossways.jemali@gmail.com

Edwardstone Charities Nick Raymond 01787 210461
ncraymond@hotmail.co.uk

Groton Educational 
Foundation

Stephen Watkins 01787 210977
stephen_watkins49@yahoo.co.uk

Groton Winthrop Mulberry 
Trust James Wills 01787 210484

Little Waldingfield 
Charities

Mary Thorogood 01787 247658
littlewaldingfieldcharities@gmail.com

Newton Green Trust Philip Taylor 07775 777 598
philiptaylor433@gmail.com

Community Groups
3PR Boxford 1st Responders Alistair Horne 07887 716453

alistair.horne@eastamb.nhs.uk

Boxford Allotments David Burden 01787 211926
d.burden379@btinternet.com

Boxford Bounty Mark Miller 01787 211596

Boxford Community Car 
Scheme

Jen Eastwood 01787 211853
jen.eastwood8@gmail.com

Boxford Community 
Council

Ward Baker 07850 941 831
boxfordcommunitycouncil@gmail.com

www.boxford.me.uk

Boxford Playing Fields Craig Needham 07970 733 934
craig.needham@me.com

Boxford Society Jen Eastwood 01787 211853
jen.eastwood8@gmail.com

boxfordsuffolk.com/boxfordSociety

Boxford Tennis Courts Nick Moore 07977 241229

Lt Waldingfield Playing Field Jennie Jordan 07522 352 558
52Jennie1@gmail.com

http://www.boxfordbikeclub.co.uk
mailto:janice.macmillan%40yahoo.co.uk?subject=
mailto:audrey%40a2zriskservices.com?subject=
mailto:elizabeth.wagener%40btinternet.com?subject=
mailto:audav%40hotmail.co.uk?subject=
mailto:m.eke%40btinternet.com?subject=
http://www.boxford-rovers-youth.com
mailto:dianalangford765%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:daphne.clark%40btopenworld.com?subject=
mailto:jgant87618%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:louisecarpenter%40proton.me?subject=
mailto:obliquewoodland%40protonmail.com?subject=
mailto:crossways.jemali%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:stephen_watkins49%40yahoo.co.uk?subject=
mailto:littlewaldingfieldcharities%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:alistair.horne%40eastamb.nhs.uk?subject=
mailto:d.burden379%40btinternet.com?subject=
mailto:jen.eastwood8%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:boxfordcommunitycouncil%40gmail.com%20?subject=
http://www.boxford.me.uk
mailto:craig.needham%40me.com?subject=
mailto:jen.eastwood8%40gmail.com?subject=
http://boxfordsuffolk.com/boxfordSociety
mailto:52Jennie1%40gmail.com?subject=
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Events Calendar

APRIL 2026
1 

WED
Boxford WI - Papyrus
Boxford Village Hall

2pm

4 
SAT

Family Fun Day
Bridges Farm, Kersey Tye, IP7 6HB

11-3pm

7
TUE

Boxford Gardening Society
Boxford Village Hall

7:30pm

15 
WED

Charity Quiz Night
The Fleece, Boxford

8pm

15 
WED

LWHS: The History of Spices
Little Waldingfield Parish Room

7:30pm

17 
FRI

Quiz & Curry Evening
Groton Village Hall

7:30pm

18 
SAT

St Nicholas Hospice Coffee Morning
Newton Village Hall

10am

21 
TUE

PGC: Garden Design
Polstead Village Hall

7:30pm

23 
THU

GHS: Reggie & The RAF
Groton Village Hall

7:30pm

23-25 
THU-SAT

Boxford Drama: The Ghostlight Club
Boxford Village Hall

7:30pm

24
FRI

Little Waldingfield Pop-Up Pub
Little Waldingfield Pavilion

6:30pm

26
SUN

Boxford Tornado Sportive 
Boxford Playing Fields

TBC

MAY 2026
5

TUE

Boxford Gardening Society
Boxford Village Hall

7:30pm

6 
WED

Boxford WI - Annual Meeting
Boxford Village Hall

2pm

13 
WED

Charity Quiz Night
The Fleece, Boxford

8pm

FEBRUARY 2026
26 
THU

GHS Our Greatest Monarchs
Groton Village Hall

7:30pm

27
FRI

Little Waldingfield Pop-Up Pub
Little Waldingfield Pavilion

6:30pm

MARCH 2026
3 

TUE
Fireside Club - Marks Hall
Newton Village Hall

2pm

3
TUE

Boxford Gardening Society
Boxford Village Hall

7:30pm

4 
WED

Boxford WI - WW2 Women at War
Boxford Village Hall

2pm

5 
THU

Gardeners Question Time
Hadleigh Old School

6:30pm

11 
WED

LWHS: Women's Land Army in Suffolk
Little Waldingfield Parish Room

7:30pm

11 
WED

Charity Quiz Night
The Fleece, Boxford

8pm

17 
TUE

Fireside Club - Easter Egg Painting
Newton Village Hall

2pm

17 
TUE

PGC: Cutting Gardens
Polstead Village Hall

7:30pm

18 
WED

Ladies Get Into Golf
Newton Green Golf Club

2-3pm

21 
SAT

Coffee Morning
Newton Village Hall

10am

21 
SAT

Ladies Get Into Golf
Newton Green Golf Club

11-Noon

21 
SAT

Classic British Comedy Night
Milden Pavilion

7pm

23 
MON

Boxford Friendship Group
Boxford Village Hall

2-4pm

24 
TUE

NGGC Tea & Cake Afternoon
Newton Green Golf Club

2-4pm

27 
FRI

GHS: The Secret World of Spying
Groton Village Hall

7:30pm

27
FRI

Little Waldingfield Pop-Up Pub
Little Waldingfield Pavilion

6:30pm

28 
SAT

Parish Council Coffee Morning
Newton Village Hall

10am

28 
SAT

Brent Eleigh Spring Quiz
Brent Eleigh Village Hall

7pm

29 
SUN

French's Dog Walk
Castling's Heath, CO10 5EU

11am

31 
TUE

Fireside Club - Medical Detection Dogs
Newton Village Hall

2pm

Bates Wells
 & Braithwaite

Expert legal help for business and for individuals...
Accident claims - Commercial and company law
Commercial property - Commercial German legal services
Employment - Environmental Law -
Estates, trusts and wills - Family and children
Farming and rural business affairs
Health and safety - Licensing - Litigation/mediation
Residential property - Rural business affairs

Bates Wells & Braithwaite Solicitors 
27 Friars Street Sudbury C010 2AD
T: 01787 880440 E: solicitors@bwblegal.com

https://bates-wells.co.uk
mailto:solicitors%40bwblegal.com?subject=
https://bates-wells.co.uk
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Darren Howe - Qualified Carpenter & Joiner
All Aspects of Carpentry Undertaken

• Handmade Kitchens & Fitted Wardrobes
• Fitted Kitchens

• Doors Made and Hung
• Floors & Laminates

• Balustrading, Decking and much more

Call me for a free No Obligation Quotation 
on 07795 345466 or email me at 

howies@hotmail.co.uk

Green Eye Gardens
Garden design, creative planting & landscaping

Francesca Green
Tel: (01787) 210507 / 07768 960 402

www.greeneyegardendesign.co.uk
info@greeneyegardendesign.co.uk

• Gutters Cleaned/Repaired/Replaced
• Wall/Floor Tiling

• General Building Maintenance

N D Rose
Int/Ext Decorating

Telephone 01787 211042 
Mobile 07518 040 465

3 Fen Street, Boxford, CO10 5HL

A Tennent Electrical
Quality Electrics for Domestic, Commercial 

and Industrial properties
Small jobs to complete re-wires 

For a free estimate  
call Adrian on: 07968 856 765

e.mail: adrian.tennent@btinternet.com
1 Church Street, Boxford, Sudbury

Seasoned Firewood & Woodchip
For Sale By the load

01787 319200
We carry out all aspects

of tree works
SUFFOLK TREE SERVICES
www.suffolktreeservices.co.uk

Cass White Upholstery 
Traditional & Modern

www.casswhiteupholstery.com 

07759 924 209 
casswhite@live.com

Quality Painting and Decorating
Interior & Exterior, 

Tiling and General Maintenance,
Carpentry

www.pjhpropertymaintenance.co.uk 
pjhpropertymaintenance337@gmail.com

6 Hadleigh Road, Boxford, 
Sudbury CO10 5JH

TELEPHONE: 01787 212366

Suppliers of:

•	 New and Reclaimed Sleepers
•	 Reclaimed Scaffold Boards
•	 Carcassing Timber
•	 Decking
•	 Post and Rail Fencing
•	 Oak Barrels and Planters

and more….

07970 559 251
mail@jpstimber.co.uk
www.jpstimber.co.uk

 Bed & Breakfast
Newmans Hall Farm
www.newmanshall.co.uk

* All rooms en-suite *
* Ample off-road parking *
* No smoking policy *

* Heated indoor swimming pool *
* Quiet rural setting *
* Spacious grounds *

Monks Eleigh Road
Little Waldingfield
Sudbury, Suffolk
CO10 0SY

Telephone: 01787 249111 
Charles mobile: 07850 210256
Louise mobile: 07887 540432

email: louise@newmanshall.co.uk

 TRACEY PARR
 Independent Travel Agent

 07747 608 509
tracey@boxrivertravelboutique.co.uk

HEDGEROW MANAGEMENT
Hedgelaying, Coppicing and Native Planting

Traditional management for gappy or overstood hedges
Work completed to DEFRA grant schemes standard 

at competitive rates
Joe Robson, Lavenham

 07846 944 582    joe.sutcliffe9@hotmail.co.uk

Agricultural
and

Domestic

National Driving School winner 2023 & 2024
National Experience, Local Knowledge 

Learn to drive with the UK’s No. 1 Driving School
Covering Sudbury, Hadleigh, Bury St Edmunds, 
Ipswich, Colchester and surrounding villages

www.billplant.co.uk/learn       0330 555 2254

BUSINESS OWNER?
WHY AREN’T YOU IN THE  

BOX RIVER NEWS DIRECTORY?

The Box River News is the 
go-to reference for thousands 

of people across South Suffolk for 
trade services. 

Ensure you contact us to 
boost your business  

for a ridiculously 
low cost.

Now with free online 
business directory listing:  

turbo-charge your SEO rankings!

01787 210946
editor@boxrivernews.com

https://greeneyegardendesign.co.uk
mailto:info%40greeneyegardendesign.co.uk%20?subject=
mailto:mail%40jpstimber.co.uk?subject=
http://www.jpstimber.co.uk
http://www.newmanshall.co.uk
mailto:tracey%40boxrivertravelboutique.co.uk?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/Box-River-Travel-Boutique-111992204848810
https://www.instagram.com/_boxrivertravelboutique/?hl=en
mailto:joe.sutcliffe9%40hotmail.co.uk?subject=
http://www.billplant.co.uk/learn
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DAREN: 07951 990327
DAREN.DCM@GMAIL.COM

• All Building work • 
• Maintenance •

• Alterations • Extensions • 
• Driveways • Drainage • 

• Patios • Fences etc.•

Professional and Reliable service 
at competitive rates

ROBSON THATCHING

FREE ADVICE
RE-THATCHES

PATCHING
REPAIRS

Over 25 years experience

PADDOCK AND MEADOW 
CUTTING & HARROWING 

SERVICE
Small Tractor 6’ Topper 

12’ Grass Harrow 
01787 210842

56c High Street, Lavenham
01787 247 964 or 07443 596 757

philiprobson2011@hotmail.co.uk

C D Lawson
Building & Hard Landscaping

01787 211429 mobile: 07730885019

13 Boxford Lane, Boxford, CO10 5JU
email: lawsondian@btinternet.com

Ken Grime & Son Ltd
Electrical Contractors

Fully Qualified and part P Registered
All types of electrical works undertaken

No job too small • Very competitive prices
Office Tel: 01787 373 558

Ken Mobile: 07702 358 802
109 Bures Road • Great Cornard • Suffolk • CO10 0JE

tel: 07969 524 124

email: deeksbespoke@gmail.com

DCM ELECTRICS 
Working and testing for electrical safety

Highest quality electrical service
with 40 years experience

3 Castlings Heath, Groton, CO10 5EU

Over 30 years of experience specialising in  
custom solutions for all of your  

plumbing & heating requirements 

•	Gas & Oil Central Heating
•	Annual Boiler Servicing

•	Bathroom Design & Installation
•	Underfloor Heating

•	Energy Efficient Systems
•	Air Source Heat Pump Installations

 07970 163 084    01787 249 081

  scott.hurrell@btinternet.com

  www.sjhurrell.co.uk

BUSINESS OWNER?
WHY AREN’T YOU IN THE  

BOX RIVER NEWS DIRECTORY?

01787 210946
editor@boxrivernews.com

mailto:philiprobson2011%40hotmail.co.uk?subject=
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FIREWOOD
BARN STORED DRY LOGS

VARIOUS LOAD SIZES AVAILABLE
OR KILN DRIED LOG NETS

AT £15 EACH
Delivery available on minimum of 6 nets

KINDLING
Contact Carol Abbot

01473 829 130 or  
mobile 07768 795 981

Established in 1979 
Oil Boiler Servicing, Repair & Installation,  

Oil Tank Fitting,
Renewable Energy Installation  

Gas Safety Registered. 

We offer a unique  
Design & Installation service for  

Bathrooms, Kitchens, Renovations and  
New Build Projects.

To Contact us:
Tel: 01787 210277

Email: enquiries@whitwellservices.co.uk
Web: www.whitwellservices.co.uk

For all your 
Home Heating & Plumbing Needs

Boxford Lane Joinery
With the benefit of over 40 Years experience

Specialist Manufacturers  
and Installers of Bespoke:

Kitchens
Wardrobes and Household Furniture

Staircases • Architectural Joinery
Windows, Doors and Conservatories.

All finished/Sprayed/Polished 
in House if required.

A full fitting and Carpentry service 
is also available.

Contact: Greg Deeks: 01206 263525 
or mobile: 07977 738 649

or Brett Deeks: 07969 524 124 

 email: BoxfordLaneJoinery@gmail.com

D MAY
Plumbing & Heating

Offering a fully comprehensive range of domestic 
plumbing and heating services.

Local tradesman 30 years experience  
Free estimates not VAT registered.

New bathroom and ensuite installations 
including floor/wall tiling.

Emergency service provided and no job to small.
Tel: 01473 829064 or  

Mobile: 07886 389 995

SAM’S K9 Services
Experienced dog walker and trainer, good rate, fully 

insured, qualified and have my first aid for dogs.
Not only am I a dog walker but I’m also a qualified dog 

trainer. I’m able to help with a wide range of  
behavioural and training issues.

My methods of training are up to date and force free.  
Whether you need help as a first time puppy owner, or 

your dog is showing signs of aggression or you need help 
with training problems such as lead pulling 
please call me on 07939 563 282

For all your electrical work
⚡  large or small  ⚡

Free Estimates ☑ A Member of NAPIT® ☑
Electrical Certificates Issued ☑

Part ‘P’ Registered ☑ Insurance Backed Guarantee ☑

Tel: 01787 247043
email: info@sbelectrical.biz or visit www.sbelectrical.biz

Gardening, Landscaping and  
General Household & Garden Repairs

General Gardening & Mowing
Landscaping & Carpentry

Decking & Pergolas
Garden & Household Repairs

Painting & Decorating

Fully Insured       No job too small

  karlandjoshservices@gmail.com
  07787 241425

KJ Garden & 
Home Services

S B Electrical

BETTER BY FARR
Painting & Decorating Property Services

For a free quote contact:
James Farr

BetterByFarr@hotmail.com
07539 796 344

Hadleigh Hairloom
78 – 80 High Street, Hadleigh

01473 822191
Walk-in Family Salon

Catering to the entire family’s hairdressing needs 
* Easy Access * Family Friendly * Free Wi-Fi *
Comfortable Waiting Area with Toys and TV.

Monday Wednesday & Friday: 9 – 5.30 
Tuesday 9 – 7.00 * Thursday 9 – 8.00 *

Saturday 8.30 – 4.00

mailto:Boxfordlanejoinery%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:KarlAndJoshServices%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:BetterByFarr%40hotmail.com?subject=
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I am an experienced, 
professionally trained hairdresser 

& will visit you in the comfort 
of your own home. 

Full colours, highlights, cut & blow-dry
Prom & wedding packages available

Ladies, gents & children

Please call Louise to book an 

appointment

07970 704 823

Expert restorers of 
fine antiques & interior woodwork

UNIT 1, BRIDGE FARM
LAVENHAM ROAD, BRENT ELEIGH, CO10 9PB

Tel: 01787 248 511

H Byham & Son Ltd
Ballingdon Dairy, Sudbury

Deliveries of Dairy Produce and Goods 
to Boxford and 

Surrounding Villages

Tel: 01787 372526

Suffolk Medical & 
Beauty Clinic

All Beauty Therapy Treatments
Laser Permanent Hair Removal
Anti - Wrinkle Injections
Thread vein treatment
Skin Rejuvenation
Dermal Fillers
Mole and Skin Checks
Dermaroller/Pen
Medical Microdermabrasion 
Semi permanent make-up

www.suffolkmedicalclinic.co.uk
6 Broad Street. Boxford

01787 211000

LAWNS FIELDS AND GARDENS
Established 1991

• All types of Grasscutting undertaken •
• Commercial and Domestic •

• Contract or otherwise •
• Grounds Maintenance • 

• Hedges • Trees • Fencing • Patios • 
• Drives • Pergodas •

FOR A FREE QUOTE RING MARTIN ON
07932 477152

louisecarpenter@proton.me
01787 211862

Scents Of Life
Essential Oil support 
for all areas of health
Transformative Sound Immersions
Fully qualified healing practitioner

GARDEN WORK
TREES & HEDGES 

 Call for a quote
G.J. & C.A. Abbott 
01473 829130 or  

mobile 07768 795981

CARPETS - VINYLS - WOOD
LIONEL HATCH FLOORS
Your local professional, 

personal, competitively priced 
flooring service
Call Lionel Today

T: 01787 374163  M: 07766 026 875
Email: lionelhatchfloors@gmail.com

Local, Independent Ear Cleansing 
in the Comfort of Your Home

You check your eyes, teeth & general health…  
don’t forget your ears.

	 Microsuction – safe, effective removal  
(gold-standard method)

	 Ear syringing available where clinically 
appropriate

	 Ear health assessments for reassurance & 
peace of mind

	 I come to you – no travel needed
	 Fully registered, DBS checked & insured

  Call/WhatsApp Danielle: 07514 030173
  info@danniearcare.co.uk 
  www.danniearcare.co.uk

For all your interior and exterior decorating...
...from New Build to Period Properties

Your satisfaction is my speciality!

Tel 01787 375824 • Mobile 07748 800701
andy@seppainters.co.uk

www.seppainters.co.uk

Andy Morgan
Painter & Decorator
S.E.P. Painters

All aspects of Garden and  
Ground maintenance undertaken 

Residential and Commercial Grass cutting 
Please contact me to discuss your requirements 

07854 725777
paulsghm@gmail.com 

@paulmachingardenservices

PAUL MACHIN
GARDEN SERVICES

BUSINESS OWNER?
WHY AREN’T YOU IN THE  

BOX RIVER NEWS DIRECTORY?

01787 210946
editor@boxrivernews.com

mailto:louisecarpenter%40proton.me?subject=
mailto:info%40danniearcare.co.uk?subject=
http://www.danniearcare.co.uk
mailto:paulsghm%40gmail.com?subject=
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STIRLING
PAINTERS & 

DECORATORS
THIS FATHER AND SON TEAM BETWEEN  

THEM HAVE 60 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE 
TRADE, WOULD LIKE TO GIVE YOU A FREE 
ESTIMATE FOR EXTERNAL AND INTERNAL 

REDECORATION OF YOUR PROPERTY
WE DO NOT USE SUB-CONTRACT LABOUR

WE ONLY USE THE BEST MATERIALS
WE TREAT YOUR PROPERTY 

AS IF IT WAS OUR OWN
WE ARE PROFESSIONALS

TEL: 01255 688104 
MOBILE: 07866 734519

HOWARD WATTS
Automotive

Sales, MOT and Service at
Riddelsdell Bros Ltd (Est 1900)
ELLIS STREET, BOXFORD, CO10 5HH

01787 210318
07836 353537

www.howardwatts.co.uk 
office@howardwatts.co.uk

P.D. Garner
Plastering Services

Telephone: 01206 262207 
Mobile: 07976 246713

13 Elmtree Lane, Leavenheath, Colchester CO6 4UL

The Local
Self Storage

Company
For all domestic and  

business needs

See website for details

www.boxstore.co.uk
or phone 01787 210350

Colne Valley Windows
Your local double glazing company

Windows • Doors • Conservatories
Bi-Folding Doors • Soffits • Facias and 

Guttering • uPVC and Aluminium • Shop 
Fronts • Manual and Automatic Entrances  

and much more!!

Transferable 10 Year Insurance
Backed Guarantee
Over 30 Years Experience
Free Quotation
Local Family Run Business

To arrange a free quotation
please call us on 01787 827382

Web: www.colnevalleywindows.co.uk
Email: info@colnevalleywindows.co.uk

Certified Company 36650

HONEY
LOCAL SUFFOLK HONEY

100% pure honey, straight from hive to jar.
Made by our happy bees from 

local wildflowers right here in Boxford.
Available to buy online or direct from the 

driveway, cash and card payments accepted.
BBKA-registered swarm collectors

18 STONE ST. BOXFORD CO10 5NR 
01787 210 946  /  07919 902 437
www.numbereighteensuffolk.com
buzz@numbereighteensuffolk.com

FORMERLY ‘NAILS BY GRACE‘

I’m Grace Crimmin, a fully qualified 
Beauty Therapist with over 12 years’

experience in Salons and Spas.
I offer a wide variety of treatments from
my treatment room in Newton, including

Body Massages, Facials, Manicures,
Pedicures, Waxing and more!  

I lookforward to hearing from you.

www.beauty-bygrace.co.uk

07484 648932

AK SMITH PLASTERING 
Established 1986

MOBILE: 07808 027 116
Based in Assington

Email: 

aksmithplastering@hotmail.co.uk

Web: www.aksmithplastering.com

CEILINGS, WALLS, FLOORS

LIME PLASTERING

PLASTER BOARDING, COVING

NO JOB TOO SMALL

BUSINESS OWNER?
WHY AREN’T YOU IN THE  

BOX RIVER NEWS DIRECTORY?

01787 210946
editor@boxrivernews.com

  WALNUT PLUMBING SERVICES
Your local, friendly 

heating & plumbing company

A full range of domestic plumbing needs provided, including:
• Gas boiler services

• Gas boiler breakdown & repairs
• Gas boiler installations

Free quotes available and emergency call outs
Colin Humphreys: 07894 433 167
walnutplumbingservices@gmail.com

http://www.howardwatts.co.uk
mailto:office%40howardwatts.co.uk?subject=
https://www.numbereighteensuffolk.com
mailto:buzz%40numbereighteensuffolk.com?subject=
http://www.beauty-bygrace.co.uk
mailto:walnutplumbingservices%40gmail.com?subject=



