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Friday 11 January 8  £20.00.
TONY KOFI AND THE ORGANISATION: 
‘POINT BLANK
ʻA killer band with real biteʼ JAZZWISE
Tony Kofi BARITONE SAXOPHONE Pete Whittaker ORGAN Simon
Fersby GUITAR Pete Cater DRUMSl 

Friday 18 January 8  £18.00.
NIGEL PRICE QUARTET
ʻLovers of jazz across the UK –prepare to be taken by stormʼ THE
JAZZ MANN
Nigel Price GUITAR Jim Watson PIANO Vasilis Xenopoulos TENOR
SAX Pete Levett DRUMS

Friday 25 January 8  £18.00.
ALAN BARNES QUARTET
Whether on alto, baritone or tenor, Barnesʼ melodic sense bypasses
the usual scale-running clichés that pepper the playing of lesser bop
disciples PETER MARSH · BBC MUSIC REVIEW
Alan Barnes SAXES Robin Aspland PIANO Arnie Somogyi BASS
Sebestiaan de Krom DRUMS

Friday 1 February 8  £16.00.
BASIL HODGE QUARTET
Basilʼs rhapsodic style gives the Band a thick full sound. He is a
fleet and driving pianist.
Basil Hodge PIANO Ed Jones TENOR SAX Oli Hayhurst BASS
Winston Clifford DRUMS

To buy tickets for any gig, obtain further information or add your name
to the mailing list please telephone the BOX OFFICE:

01787 211865
All cheques (with S.A.E. please) to:

Jazz at the Fleece, 18 The Causeway, Boxford, Suffolk CO10 5JR

Friday 28 December 8  £25.00.
Sax Appeal
Sax Appeal – showcasing saxophone and sax players, blowing
away cobwebs and having so much fun for (try to believe this) over
40 years! The perfect late Christmas gift to yourself.
Derek Nash Saxophone & Compositions, Matt Wates Saxophone,
Brandon Allen Saxophone, Paul Booth Saxophone, Bob McKay
Saxophone, Pete Adams Piano, Phil Scragg Bass, Mike Bradley
Drums  Derek Nash has been an irregular regular at Fleece Jazz
both as player and leader almost from its start. Sax Appeal first
played The Fleece on October 18th 1996, sandwiched between
Tim Richard and Elaine Delmar. Derek always gives 100%,
whether he is producing or engineering, protecting the beat,
providing a picante evening, playing accoustically, featuring in
Ronnie Scott's Blues Explosion, leading Sax Appeal or hamming it
up with someone's Rhythm and Blues Orchestra. Watch as he tries
to upstage everyone on Hootenanny! 

Friday 4 January 8  £118.00 
4CHRIS INGHAM AND MARK CROOKS
GETZ: A MUSICAL PORTRAIT
ʻIngham has a warm and generous way with music... his style is
based on rhythmic presence and dynamic propulsionʼ DOWNBEAT
Chris Ingham PIANO Mark Crooks SAX/CLARINET Arnie Somogyi
BASS George Double DRUMS

Groton’s Cheese & Wine – Thanks to everyone who attended the Cheese
& Wine Party.  It was a very happy and fun event and I would like to
thank Sheila & her helpers for the wonderful food, Anthea for manning
the gift stall, Val for a well stocked Bar, Lisa for organising the Secret
Santa, Stephen W. for all his help, all those who brought raffle prizes and
Bob for being Master of Ceremonies.  A grand total of £730.00 was raised
for Church Funds.  Thank you All.   Happy Christmas and New Year.
Our next fundraising event is the Quiz & Chips evening (with Quiz
Master Peter) on 18th January 2019.   Jayne Foster.The Grand Christmas Fair held in Boxford Village Hall on Friday 7th

December raised £600 For the Village Hall funds.

GRAND CHRISTMAS FAIR GROTON’S CHEESE AND WINE PARTY

Photoʼs David Lamming



THE JANUARY LETTER  PAULINE LAMMING

As I write this we must all be
aware of the uncertainness of
our future here in the UK.
Politically, we are in a state
of turmoil, and who knows
what the outcome will be.
People more learned than me
have offered countless
opinions on the far-reaching
effect Brexit might (or might
not) have upon our lives.  We
need also to remember and
pray for the many people
across our world who live
with huge uncertainties
every day: in places of war
or famine, living under harsh

regimes or where there is a lack of freedom, or in extreme poverty, as well
as those who are ill or dying. 
And so, we approach Christmas… and the word that stays with me is
HOPE.
We repeat the Christmas story each year to give us a sense of familiarity
in an unsettling world.  That familiarity can give us a sense of security,
which in turn may prompt a springboard for hope for the future—that life
will somehow be better: we will weather the storms as in times past, and
maybe we can contribute to that hope in our own small ways and in our
own families and neighbourhoods and workplaces.  Only today there was
a story reporting on the advance made with genomes, that had brought
healing to a little girl with complex medical problems.  My sister had her
stolen purse returned intact by someone who had found it discarded, and
she didn’t even want the postage.  Good things in our world to give us
hope in, and for, humanity, which sadly don’t make the headlines!
And New Year? Our resolutions traditionally at New Year are often all
about hope: to be fitter, healthier, nicer, slimmer (usually failing in my
case!), but the New Year, with its promise of lighter evenings and the
return of spring and new life after the dark of winter, is all about new
beginnings, new potentials, new hopes.  Yes, life may feel a battle at
times, but the hope is that we will be able to manage it, to find new ways
around difficulties and, as the Minnie Louise Haskins poem says, “Go out
into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God.  That shall be
to you better than light and safer than a known way… And he led me
toward the hills and the breaking of day...”

So, we hear the Jesus story
again, of a baby born in
uncertain times, who grew up
to offer humankind a hope
and vision of a different path
– of peace and tolerance and
inclusiveness and love
towards our neighbours, to
teach us of an ongoing walk
with God following his way.
I am reminded of the words
from an earlier prophet “And
what does the Lord require of
you? To act justly and to love
mercy and to walk humbly
with your God.” (Micah 6
v.8).  As Jesus grew up to
teach those around him, he
simplified even this to “Love
God, and love your
neighbour.” May we again try
and live as well as sing the

Christmas message, and go into the New Year with hope for a better
world—both  globally and locally—and  play  our part where we can.
“The hopes and fears of all the years, are met in Thee tonight”
A PEACEFUL AND HOPEFUL CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR TO
EVERYONE

DDeeaarr  FFrriieennddss,,
Christmas greetings, thanks and blessings from Reepham!
I can’t believe that it is only four months since Rufus and I left you all to
retire to Norfolk! It feels like a lot longer, as I miss you all so much! For
those of you who have also retired recently, some of you, like me, will
have no doubt discovered that the change can be a huge shock! Going
from often over busy, sometimes stressful lives, to having initially an
almost empty diary and email folder, and leaving behind colleagues,
friends, and also, in my case, loved parishioners, can make the days seem
very empty. So adjusting slowly to retirement for both Rufus and for me
has been something of a rollercoaster! Of course, not only did we retire,
but we also experienced other major changes, moving to a new, more
open-plan house and a completely new area.
We are so lucky (blessed) though, in our wonderful new modern home
– very light and in a lovely courtyard setting just a minute’s walk from
shops, cafes and of course, the church. We have been made very
welcome by our neighbours and I have already got to know many people
(if not all their names!) through church services and events and through
the weekly “village” coffee morning. One surprising thing is that I now
swim weekly with three other ladies in a small private heated pool –
which is bliss! On the ministry front, I have already applied for, and
received my official “Permission to Officiate”, so will be joining the
local benefice team and, from January, taking a service probably about
once a month, plus helping out with clergy holidays. Even before I
received that, I was added to the intercessions, reader and sidesperson
rotas! The church here is very lively, welcoming and inclusive. As well
as the traditional services, there is monthly Messy Church and Café
Church and occasional Taize or Celtic services.
Rufus has worked so hard sorting out all kinds of things for the new
house and garden and continues to research and write the last few articles
for the BRN about those who died in WW1. We have also been delighted
to welcome several visitors from the Box River Benefice who have made
the journey into the wilds of Norfolk (only 2 hours from Boxford, and
mainly dual carriageway in fact – A11, A47!). It is lovely to keep up the
contact with you and I hope that will continue to happen (contact details
again below).

As you know, we were
overwhelmed by your
wonderful generosity in
individual gifts and the
collection you made for us
and I thought you would
like to the two major items
we have bought with your
gift. Firstly a wonderfully
comfortable reclining chair
for my study - very good for
reading, praying and
reflecting, remembering
you all – and dozing! And
secondly a small sofa for
our attic guest room. Both
hugely appreciated – thank
you again so much.
Well, it will feel very

strange not to be preparing
for and leading all the
Christmas Services this
year! I know I will miss it
all, but it will be very good
for the first time in many
years to be able to spend
more of that seasonal time
with Rufus. I will be
thinking of those so kindly
leading your services and
will pray over the coming
weeks for to the right person
to come as your new rector.
Meanwhile, I send you my
love and wish you all a very
peaceful and Happy
Christmas.
Blessings, Judith
Tel (or text) 07484 862962; Email: judith.sweetman@btinternet.com 
Address: 15, The Dial, Reepham, NORWICH. NR10 4LX





Little Waldingfield History Society was delighted to welcome Richard to
the Parish Room to share his knowledge of the English silk trade over the
centuries and the key involvement of our royal lineage. Reflecting his
local silk industry fame, more than 40 guests came along to hear him
speak; they all went home delighted as it was a quite superb talk from a
man passionate about his craft.
Richard began by giving us a potted history of his 52 year career in the
silk weaving industry, which began in the mid 1960s. Leaving school at
an early age he was apprenticed into the trade as a design trainee with
Warner and Sons Ltd, learning all areas of the business, and he was the
last to graduate when the firm ceased trading in 1971. He saw an
opportunity and decided to start his own weaving company with his £50
redundancy money (roughly £600 today), managing to buy the
machinery at scrap value. He was just 20 years of age in 1972 when he
founded the business, in the same building where the firm operates from
today - Ashburton Lodge in Cornard Road, opposite Sainsburys.
Richard then told us the history of silk weaving, which began in China
around 3000 BC. According to Confucius, in 2640 BC Chinese princess
Xi Ling Shi was the first to reel a cocoon of silk, which had allegedly
dropped into her cup of tea - the Chinese had discovered the life cycle of
the silk worm which they were to keep secret for the next 3000 years.
In the 3rd Century BC Chinese silk fabrics found their way throughout
the whole of Asia, transported overland to the west along the Silk Road
and by sea to Japan. The Romans discovered the wondrous fabrics in
Asia, though they knew nothing of their origin, so in 552 AD Emperor
Justinian sent two monks on an industrial espionage mission to Asia.
They returned with silkworm eggs hidden inside bamboo walking sticks,
and from then on, sericulture (silk farming) spread across Asia Minor and
Greece.
In the 7th Century Arabs conquered the Persians and captured

magnificent silks in the process, helping to spread sericulture and silk
weaving through Africa, Sicily and Spain. By the 10th Century Andalusia
was Europe's main silk-producing centre. Marco Polo's journeys in China
then led to the development of commercial exchanges between East and
West, and to an increasing use of silk; in this way, Italy started a silk
industry as early as the 12th Century.
Between 1450 & 1466, Lyon became a major warehouse for foreign
silks, creating a massive outflow of capital, so in 1466 Louis XI declared
his intention to "introduce the art and craft of making gold and silk
fabrics in our city of Lyon". In 1536, François I gave Lyon the monopoly
of silk imports and trade, effectively creating the Lyon silk industry.
Later, in 1598, a French royal decree - the Edict of Nantes - established
toleration for Huguenots, granting freedom of worship, legal equality and
ending the Wars of Religion. This Edict was later revoked by Louis XIV
in 1685 and French Huguenots once again were subject to religious
persecution. They fled the country in large numbers, and as many were
expert throwsters and weavers, contributed to the development of the silk
industry in Germany, Great Britain, Italy and Switzerland. Richard then
told us about the history of cloth weaving in England, in which East
Anglia excelled in the 15th and 16th centuries.
Before the industrial revolution, most trades were controlled by Guilds
and Liveries; the Worshipful Company of Weavers was formed in 1133,
and by 1155 had been granted a royal charter. Weaving width of cloth was
regulated, along with the weavers who made it; masters were limited in
the number of journeymen and apprentices allowed, and paid rent based
on the number of looms operated. 
Most wool was sheered locally and hand spun in a cottage industry by
hundreds of spinners who supplied the demand from hand weavers from
London to Norwich. Spinners in the town of Worsted discovered they
could spin finer and tighter yarns by combing the fibres, which meant
that weavers could make more refined and stronger cloths in and around
the city of Norwich. Most popular were plain weaves and twills, but sadly
we were not very good with colour, so a trade developed selling cloth to
Holland and the low-countries, to be bought back as coloured cloth at
much higher prices.
After revocation of the Edict of Nantes, around 150,000 Hugenots came
to England; they were initially much welcomed, but because they were
better weavers, it was not long before there were complaints from the
natives about losing jobs, creating much panic. Authorities decided the
solution was to bring all the Hugenots together into one area. Spitalfields
in London was the chosen area, which at the time comprised fields and
nursery gardens, so peasants were removed from the land and streets laid
out for the silk weavers. According to Richard, this cost around
£200,000, or some £42 million today, but had been repaid by the
Hugenots within 10 years, very clearly demonstrating the profitability of
the new silk weaving business.
It seems there then followed a period of rapid development of different

fabrics between the Hugenot silk weavers and the Norwich wool
weavers, with each trying to outdo the other. Spitalfields produced a
lustrous silk fabric, in Prince of Wales green, used as backdrops to
paintings; then it was discovered that woollen cloth could be given a
shiny look by glazing, or pressing down very hard on the fabric.
Richard then told us a story about a bed his company had recently
restored, originally belonging to George II. At that time when a monarch
died, the Lord Chamberlain, then the Duke of Devonshire, was entitled
to take, as a perquisite for personal use, ‘any furniture from the royal
palaces regarded as worn-out or out dated’. A large 4-poster bed
subsequently found its way via Devonshire House, the Duke’s London
residence, to Chatsworth House where it remains. Working closely with
the house curator and independent textile historian Annabel Westman,
Humphries Weaving Co reproduced the fabric on the state bed to make
new treatments for the headboard and window drapes - pure silk damask
in crimson and gold. As Richard commented, “the king must have needed
sunglasses when in bed!”
He told us how damaging sunlight is to silk, rotting it within perhaps just
10 years if fully exposed to bright sunlight, which explains why so many
of our historic houses and palaces have such dark interiors, and why
restoration of nationally important fabrics has been at the core of
Richard’s work.
We were then treated to see, though sadly not touch (because silk is
easily damaged) a great number of samples of many of the restored f
What follows is a small selection from the tremendous range displayed to
us, with photos taken from the Humphries Weaving Co website; it is
highly recommended readers visit this which also has a superb 10 minute
video showing the many stages Richard and his team had to go through
to restore the fabrics of the Brighton Royal Pavillion:
https://www.humphriesweaving.co.uk/
Audley End
A largely early 17th Century family country mansion, now under the
management of English Heritage and renowned for being one of the
finest surviving Jacobean properties in Britain. I have been many times
to this superb estate, having no idea that a local firm was so involved with
interior restoration - on my next visit I will be sure to pay much more
attention to the work done.
The Great Drawing Room,
The whole interior scheme of the room was personally designed by
Robert Adam, from the furniture to the ceiling and even the pattern for
the silk wall hangings and curtains. Silk tissue was narrow woven in
crimson, green and straw by Humphries Weaving for festoon curtains, the
design being redrawn from the best surviving documents. 
The Saloon
Previously the King’s Great Chamber, the present Saloon was created by
Sir John Griffin Griffin (this really was his name) in the 1760’s to display
portraits of the heritage line of of Audley End’s owners. The 19th
Century sitting room became a favourite family sitting room and the
family were said to take advantage of breakfast in the bay window where
the floor is raised to take advantage of the view (I ca personally attest that
the view is fantastic). Humphries Weaving supplied silk damask curtains
with glazed wool tammy (*) linings in the Saloon to match with the
existing mid 18th Century decoration.
(*)  A plain-woven often glazed cloth of fine worsted or woolen and
cotton, formerly used for dresses, curtains, and linings
The Library
The family sitting room when there were no guests in the house, with
furniture and decoration chosen for comfort rather than elegance (another
superb room, though sadly the books are all locked away). Humphries
Weaving were commissioned to make silk damask (*) curtains with
glazed wool tammy linings for the restoration of the window drapes in
the Library.
(*) A firm lustrous fabric (of linen, cotton, silk, or rayon), made with flat
patterns in a satin weave (+) on a plain-woven ground on jacquard looms
(+) A weave in which warp threads interlace with filling threads to
produce a smooth-faced fabric
The Dining Room
The current room was made by combining two rooms in 1825, of
Jacobean design, less formal and grand, offering comfort and a more
intimate dining experience. With stunning double aspect views of the
surrounding Capability Brown landscape (which is itself simply stunning
and well worth a visit), the walls were painted green to blend both inside
and outside. Humphries Weaving produced a Moiré silk and linen green
taboret stripe for the pull up curtains described in the house inventory;
reproduced from a surviving original fragment discovered in one of the
dolls house rooms, where two tiny curtains were made from the fabric.
I was hoping to give definitions of moiré and taboret, but it seems this

THE SILK TRADE OF ENGLAND - A Talk by Richard Humphries



The Brighton Pavilion
The Saloon
Described as ‘His Majesty’s Geranium and Gold’, and working from a
watercolour of the room, Annabel Westman described to Richard that the
design included ‘yellow bird flower and scroll pattern’. Diving into the
Humphries Weaving archive incredibly Richard found a black and white
photo of a design fitting the description. From this small 6×4 image a
colleague began redrawing the design by hand to the full scale of 21
inches wide and 50 inches in length. A further 50 hours of CAD work
followed, carefully plotting the trellis of rosettes that form part of the
pattern and quarter drop repeat.
The Geranium and Gold pure silk tissue woven by Humphries Weaving
has been used in wall panels, magnificent drapery and to cover furniture.
The talk now moved ahead in time, to when the weavers of Spitalfields

were taxed at the behest of the Norwich weavers who could not compete,
in reality a tax on making or weaving silk. It was not long before
Hugenots moved out of London to where the new tax did not apply -
Braintree, Halstead and Sudbury - also around this time the traditional
‘three hand span’ or 21 inches width of cloth (still the width of wallpaper
today) was superseded, with additional hand span widths now being
made.
Windsor Castle
Following the huge fire in November 1992, more than 100 rooms were
destroyed or damaged at the Castle, including much of the State
Apartments.
King’s Drawing Room
Fabric for restoration of this room was the first project undertaken by
Humphries Weaving following return to Ashburton Lodge in Sudbury,
supplying a green silk and cotton damask for the room walling.
Crimson Drawing Room
The decorative scheme of the Crimson Drawing Room preceding the
castle fire was designed by Queen Victoria, in a far more restrained taste
than that of the George IV interiors. She favoured an Italian design called
the Torcello (from an Italian island in the Venice Lagoon), using it
abundantly in many of her residences. Pure silk in crimson woven wide
width for the restoration of furniture, window drapes and walling panels.
Wide woven fabric was often used to display wealth and opulence as it
was more expensive than the standard narrow woven - it required the
weaver to hold a much wider stance.
Green Drawing Room
A long room with an impressive bay window. A deep green pure silk
damask woven wide width for the restoration in ‘George and Mary
Damask’. The fabric can be seen in wall panels and on the furniture suite,
as well as the restoration of the window drapes.
Grand Reception Room.
Crimson and gold damask in pure silk were used for the furnishings and
window drapes.  Fragments of the original fabric from the Royal
Collection were copied and redrawn in the company studio, with design
restoration overseen by Pamela Lewis, Richard Humphries and Derek
Chatten. The window drapes replaced the fire destroyed Farleigh Tissue,
which was one of the largest most complicated hand woven fabrics ever
produced by Warner & Sons at New Mills in Braintree.
Guilt furniture restoration and fabric for walling
The Torcello design is prevalent around the castle in many rooms, and a
favoured design of Queen Victoria. Humphries Weaving were
commissioned to weave a silk and cotton version in crimson, which was
used for the restoration of various pieces of guilt furniture and for the
restoration of the State Crimson Drawing Room.
State Dining Room window drapes
Private apartments created for George IV include the State Dining room,
amongst the most richly decorated interiors in the Castle now used by the
Queen for official entertaining. The room features a large bay window,
with pure silk narrow woven damask in crimson and straw for the
window drapes.
What Richard started as a very small operation has now become a highly
prestigious and renowned silk weaving company designing fabrics for
many of the most important interiors in Britain and abroad. We had been
given a wonderful insight into the restoration world of interiors of
international importance that requires research, development and crucial
planning, as well as working with architects, conservators, curators and
interior decorators - including the crucial colour matching, quality control
and finally production which must all be in place for a successful
outcome.
Richard’s work at Hampton Court and the Royal Palaces restoring the
State Apartments was fully recognised in 1985 when he was awarded the
MBE for services to the textile industry, and his company rightfully takes
its place with the other local silk weavers, which together ensure that
Sudbury really is the capital of silk weaving in the country.
To conclude, Richard brought incredible passion, humour and warmth to

a subject of which most people have little knowledge; his brilliant talk
was an absolute tour de force thoroughly enjoyed by everyone present,
and I for one can’t recall when a speaker had so many questions
afterwards, reflecting the interest generated by his magnificent talk.
Our next events will be at 7.30 in The Parish Room on:
12th December: Bonfires and Bells
Kate Jewel will tell us all about the rituals and Festivals in the Medieval
Suffolk Landscape.
January: The Green Man - Our annual Member Only event
Roger Green, a real favourite of LWHS, will tell us about these symbols
& motifs which exist in cultures around the world though remain
something of an enigma; together we will explore this fascinating subject
through his talk, which will include many picture examples. 

silkworm cocoon on mulberry  leaf

Brighton Pavilion saloon in all its glory

Sample weaving for Windsor castle



FEEDBACK FROM BRYN HURREN
Your Babergh District Councilor

FEEDBACK FROM JAMES CARTLIDGE MP
MP for South Suffolk

FEEDBACK FROM JAMES FINCH
Your Suffolk County Councillor for the Stour Valley

➢➢ Suffolk County Council plan proposals for up to £10m of junction
improvements in Sudbury.
A multi-million pound programme to upgrade busy road junctions in Sudbury
is being considered by Suffolk County Council, as part of its works to ease
traffic congestion in the town.
In spring 2018, Suffolk County Council commissioned independent experts
from WSP to look at options to relieve traffic congestion in and around
Sudbury. Schemes considered included a western or southern bypass, changes
to parking and public transport and junction improvements.
That detailed and technical work is now nearing completion, and the county
council has been advised by WSP that the junction works will be the most
cost-effective way of relieving traffic congestion.
Whilst the option of a building bypass would provide a lot of benefits to the
town, the cost at between £50m to £70m is prohibitively high, resulting in a
low benefit cost ratio. This option will therefore not be taken forward at this
time, with junction improvements being looked at in more detail.
Suffolk County Council will continue to work closely with the community
stakeholder forum which includes elected representatives of local
organisations such as Suffolk County Council, Babergh District Council,
Essex County Council, Sudbury town council and nearby parish councils.
➢➢ Suffolk’s Most Active Community Award winners announced
On 7 November, it was announced that Clare, Brantham, and Hintlesham and
Chattisham have scooped the honours in this year’s Suffolk’s Most Active
Community Awards.
The awards, now in their fifth year, are organised by Suffolk County Council
and Suffolk Association of Local Councils. Their purpose is to recognise and
celebrate communities in Suffolk that are going the extra mile to encourage
their residents to be active.
➢➢ Suffolk wins praise at the National Community Energy Awards 2018    
On 5 November, it was announced that the Suffolk Climate Change
Partnership has received a national award for supporting local communities
to be more energy efficient.
An expert panel of judges awarded the Local Authority Award to the
Partnership for its close working with local organisations. This includes
exploring how organisations can be more energy efficient, helping to source
funding, producing a community energy toolkit, providing technical support
and investing in energy efficiency installations. In addition, over 120
community buildings have received in-depth advice and support to be more
energy efficient.
➢➢ The Hold – A New Building for the Suffolk Archives - Construction is
underway
Construction of The Hold building is well underway, with groundworks,
piling, and foundations all part of this phase of construction.
The Hold will deliver a new home for the majority of Suffolk’s unique
archival collections, as well as state-of-the-art public facilities including
seminar rooms and a 200-seat auditorium.
The new building, which will be situated near the junction of Fore Street and
Grimwade Street in Ipswich, will be part of the University of Suffolk campus
and will be run by the county and the university together. The construction
will focus on the strongrooms first, where the archives will be kept. The
building will formally open to the public in Spring 2020. Once finished, more
than 100 direct and indirect full-time jobs will be created as well as training
and apprenticeships.
➢➢ Have you spotted the new Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service vehicle on
the road? Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service has a new-look vehicle taking to
the roads of Suffolk.
The fire appliance used to train its drivers has been wrapped in new graphics,
showing the fire service’s commitment to being open and accessible to
everyone. It is keen to share the message that there are career opportunities in
the Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service for all.
It does not matter what your background is or where you live, you can pursue
a career with the service.
Being a member of the team does not only involve being called to put out
fires, firefighters attend many other emergencies such as dealing with
chemical spillages, rescuing animals or supporting emergency service
colleagues at road traffic collisions.
The service also invests a lot of time in ensuring accidents do not happen in
the first place. Their prevention work and involves going into schools,
working with local businesses and communities.
The service also has non-operational staff who maintain their vehicles,
uniforms and equipment, manage their IT and provide crucial administration
support. 
Vacancies with Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service are published on
www.suffolkjobsdirect.org. 
On call firefighters are constantly being recruited and recruitment for full
time firefighters is expected to take place again in 2019. For more
information, search for Suffolk Fire and Rescue on www.suffolk.gov.uk.
Wishing all my readers a very Happy Christmas
Tel  01206 263649   Mobile 07545 423796  Email:
james.finch@suffolk.gov.uk

First of all I would hope that everyone has had or is having a great Christmas
Holliday and also I wish everyone a great and successful 2019. While we are
all I am sure hope that things turn out well in the end I feel that we may have
some difficult times ahead for our great country. Like many others I talk to I
am nervous about the direction we seem to be taking as a country and the lack
of statesmanship and leadership from those who have been elected to lead us
is truly alarming. Politics it seems is a dangerous thing both Nationally as
well as locally, especially when those of supposedly the same persuasion fight
amongst themselves and forget those of us who work hard to just earn a
living, pay our bills and bring up the next generation who if we are not careful
will be left the poorer by our mistakes and lack of thought for the future. They
will not thank us for this.
Nearer to home the issues concerning Babergh are setting a balanced budget
for 2019 with the ever decreasing grants allocated from Central Government,
we are keeping most of our services intact but it is getting harder to do so and
we are constantly seeking innovative ways to provide as good a service as we
can with less funding, this has not been helped by our move to Ipswich and
the increased costs of travelling for Councillors and Staff alike, we are also
now remote from our electorate which does not look good and the working
conditions are alien to many of our staff who are trying to keep their heads up
and the services afloat, we owe a real debt of gratitude to all of them.
Locally I am being asked about what will happen to the spare piece of land
at Goodlands farm now that the application for 24 houses has been quashed,
this is still in private ownership but I will hope to make some approaches next
year to see how we stand and whether the village can be allowed to use it for
other purposes than houses.
Thankfully our waste services are back up and running well in time for
Christmas and we are relieved and thankful that we now have a full
complement of drivers to run the service effectively and keep up our green
recycling efforts. The Bottle Banks that are currently situated at the White
Hart will very soon be moved up to the corner of the playing field beside the
storage containers, this is for a trial period but hopefully can be made
permanent if it is successful, this will leave the centre of the village without
a convenient recycling point for bottles but efforts will be made to place a
facility back in the centre as well in the near future.
It was great to see so many people attending the Groton Local Needs Housing
consultation and thank you for all the comments which were mainly positive,
I am hoping this much needed local scheme for those who either live in or
have a strong connection to Groton will now proceed to a planning
application some time around the end of this year.
Please everyone in Boxford try your best to complete and return the
Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire as it is our village and we should all have
a say in how it is shaped for the future.
Feeling much stronger now and almost recovered from surgery so short break
for me and then back to work and Council duties. Have a nice Christmas.

As attention turns to Christmas – and a welcome escape from Westminster
drama – it falls on me to make my annual festive appeal. It’s very simple:
please support our local shops, pubs, restaurants, kiosks, markets, social
events and village halls. For all the gloom around the future of the high street,
we have some fantastic outlets in South Suffolk to buy gifts or enjoy a few
hours of pleasant socialising. I hope that all readers take full advantage.
Of course, some may say – so what are you doing about it and what action is
the Government taking? Personally, I always try to support my local farm
shop, particularly with an order for a locally reared turkey, and if we eat out
it’s usually at one of the excellent pubs in the constituency where the standard
of dining continues to go from strength to strength. It is unrealistic to expect
everyone to do all of their Christmas shopping in local family owned stores,
and I imagine most people reading this article will do a fair chunk of their
shopping online and at supermarkets, as well as in smaller shops. But we can
all ‘do our bit’, and I am included in that.
As for the Government, we should be clear that there is no easy answer to the
structural challenges facing businesses that sell via conventional retail
premises. The rise of internet shopping has been blistering, and has brought
many economic advantages, driving down prices in a range of retail channels.
But, as the headlines of well-known chains struggling to adapt have
underscored, these are challenging times.  
Thus, for me, a priority has been a fairer tax system, so that shops and family
firms pay lower business rates, and - without hitting internet start-ups - mega-
wealthy web firms contribute more. I therefore warmly welcomed the
Budget’s twin track approach: cutting business rates for small business rates
by up to a third; introducing a new tax on ‘tech giants’.
However and wherever you spend this festive break, my I take this

opportunity to wish you and your family the very best for Christmas and the
new year.
James
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Gary Jarvis

www.allseasonsmarquees.co.uk
info@allseasonsmarquees.co.uk



Box Valley Wine is a great little wine shop run by Vanessa van Heerden
and her partner and local business owner, Steve Egglestone from Box
Valley Building Services.
Vanessa studied Viticulture and Viniculture in South Africa and has
bought her passion, enthusiasm and wealth of experience back to her
home village to run a much welcome addition to Boxford's village centre.
They have a great range of wines from all over the world, however are not
just limited to what's in stock. Vanessa has access to an extensive range
of wines and is more than happy to source by request. They also offer a
free gift wrapping service and local free delivery so whether its a special
surprise gift or a case of party wines, they will deliver at your request.
Open Hours
Monday - CLOSED     Tuesday - 2pm - 6pm   Wednesday - 2pm - 6pm
Thursday - 10am - 6pm   Friday - 10am - 6pm  Saturday - 10am - 6pm
Sunday CLOSED
2 Broad Street, Boxford, Suffolk.
Email: boxvalleywine@gmail.com
Telephone: 01787 211689

BOXFORD'S NEW LITTLE WINE SHOP



Expert legal help for business and for individuals...
Accident claims - Commercial and company law
Commercial property - Commercial German legal services
Employment - Environmental Law -
Estates, trusts and wills - Family and children
Farming and rural business affairs
Health and safety - Licensing - Litigation/mediation
Residential property - Rural business affairs 

Bates Wells & Braithwaite Solicitors
27 Friars Street Sudbury C0102AD
T: 01787 880440    E: solicitors@bwblegal.com 

Bates Wells
& Braithwaite

SUFFOLK
TREE SERVICES LTD

For All Aspects of Tree Works Including:
• Planting • Reducing • Pollarding • Felling • 
• Stump Grinding •
• Hedging Works •
We offer a complete and professional service
Established over 25 years
We are a local, friendly and experienced company
• Free Estimates • 24 Hour Storm Damage Cover • 
•Fully Insured • Tree Reports and Consultancy *
Woodchip and Firewood for Sale
Tel: 01787 319200
info@suffolktreeservices.co.uk www.suffolktreeservices.co.uk

Today, December 11th,  our beloved Mum and Dad returned home to
Kersey.  This is where they were married in September 1946 and they
they wanted their ashes to be buried in the church yard.
A small group of close family attended a lovely ceremony conducted by
the Reverend Jackson Crompton-Battersby and afterwards we raised a
toast to them in Kersey Bell.
So they are together forever and much missed.
We wish everyone a very happy Christmas and a peaceful 2019.
Look out for Dad’s daffodils in Newton next Spring.
Janet and Steve and families 

HARRY BUCKLEDEE



NEWS FROM CLUBS AND ORGANISATIONS
3PR Stats for November 2018
The group’s First Responders covered 221hrs and had 7 call outs. 
Stowmarket Chorale
Stowmarket Chorale finished the year on a high, by being part of the BBC
Radio Suffolk Children in Need concert at The Apex, Bury St Edmunds.
The evening was recorded to be broadcast on Christmas Eve.
We will start the new year's rehearsals on Wednesday 9 January at
Chilton Community Primary School at 7.30pm, when we will begin
rehearsing Brahms' German Requiem for our next concert on Saturday 30
March at the United Reformed Church, Stowmarket.
If you are interested in joining us, please contact
secretary@stowmarketchorale.org.uk.
Hadleigh Boxford Patient Participation Group (PPG)
One New Year resolution we’d like you to make for 2019, it’s this one:
“I promise not to miss any health appointments”
In November 2018, Hadleigh and Boxford surgeries had a combined rate
of 274 missed appointments for GP’s and Nurses.  For the 6 months, June
to November the figure was 1132.  Please help the Practice to help you
and keep your appointment or, if you can’t attend, ring in and cancel.
Here are some of the most common New Year health resolutions, with a
link to help you get started and achieve your goal.
• Get active: boost your fitness with fun and practical ideas to help you
get into shape, by signing on to our new ‘Inactive2Active’ Wellbeing
Service (details available at reception) or by using the link to visit Couch
to 5K, Strength and Flex and the NHS Fitness Studio.
• Lose weight: get practical tips to lose excess weight, including getting
started, healthy food swaps, and our 12-week weight loss plan.
• Quit smoking: we've got all you need to help you achieve your goal to
stop smoking, including the free NHS Smokefree app.
• Drink less alcohol: calculate your units, get tips on cutting down, track
your drinking and find out where to get help and support.
• Eat more fruit and veg: whether you're cooking for a family or eating on
the go, our tips and recipes can help you get your 5 A Day.
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/10-tips-to-keep-your-new-
years-resolution/
The members of the Hadleigh & Boxford PPG wish you all 
A Happy and Healthy 2019

Shoebox Appeal 2018
Thank you so much for your generosity again. We have sent 111 boxes
from the village this year to make a lot of children very happy. We had
lots of knitted hats, scarves and gloves, bags and hand puppets thanks to
those who knit for us throughout the year. Please keep knitting for next
year. We have easy patterns for all of them. We don't know yet which
country the boxes will go to but wherever they go you can be sure they
will bring joy to the children waiting for them.
Any information from Ann Porter 210581 Shirley Watling 210024 Jennie
Lindsley 210520
Children in Uganda
At the recent sale in Mary’s House an amazing £680 was raised for
children in Uganda. Joan and Alison would like to thank all those who
came and supported us. Special and heartfelt thanks go to those who
donated cakes and preserves and those who helped on the day. Many
thanks Joan Smith and Alison Brain.
MADRIGALIA
In March 2018 I started a small choir called Madrigalia which made its
debut at the Boxford Open Gardens & has been invited to sing again next
year. Our numbers have steadily grown & we've sung at 2 further events:
the last one being Sat 8 Dec when we took part in a Carol Concert to raise
money for Great Waldlingfield Church, & The Rotary Club has invited us
to sing in their charity concert at St Gregory's next Feb to raise funds for
3 local charities.We are a small friendly non profit making group meeting
fortnightly in Boxford. We sing for enjoyment, but our repertoire is
interesting & challenging with mostly unaccompanied songs from
madrigals to present day.We are looking for 2 or 3 more men to join us.
They must have a good singing voice, & some facility in reading music
is an advantage but not essential.
If you are interested in joining us or wish to enquire, please contact Sue
at e Mail: woodlandcot@tiscali.co.uk or alternatively give me a call on
01787 210913 or visit our website http://madrigalia.uk/ 

The 2018 Winner of the K&S Cup is Laura Flockhart.
The cup is awarded to recognise the fantastic contribution Laura has
made to the Boxford community. Laura has always been ready and
willing to help at village events, especially those involving Boxford Bike
Club. She has donated seemingly endless amounts of time and
enthusiasm and for that we all thank her.
Do you know of an inspirational young person?
To celebrate Boxford's brilliant youngsters, The K&S Cup is given
annually to a young person in the village that has made a positive
difference to the Boxford community over the last 12 months. 
The winner receives £50 in cash and is awarded the cup with their name
engraved on it.  Do you know of anyone aged 19 or under that you feel
would be an ideal winner next year? If so, let us know by nominating
online at http://www.boxfordsuffolk.com/KandSCup.cfm

BOXFORD BOUNTY
The Boxford Bounty is a local lottery for Boxford, Edwardstone and
Groton. Through the Community Council, the Bounty provides financial
support for many local groups and interests.  The following groups have
benefited from direct grants in the past few years:
1st Boxford Brownies Boxford Guides Boxford Fireworks 
Carpet Bowls Club Boxford Village Hall Breast Cancer Care
Boxford Bowls Club       Over Sixties Club Boxford Tennis Club
Boxford Spinney Edwardstone Mill Green Trust 
Friends of Boxford School       Sunflower Playgroup     BoxRiver Club 
Boxford Bridge Club    Boxford Playingfields Boxford Rovers
Boxford United Charities Boxford Scouts Boxford Cycle Club
Tickets are available at a cost of £10.00 per year, which guarantees entry
to six draws.  
The prizes for each draw are:
1st Prize £ 160
2nd Prize £   75
3rd Prize £   30
4th Prize £   15
If you would like to buy a ticket for the Boxford Bounty and have not
been visited by a collector please apply directly by sending a cheque
made payable to BOXFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL to the following
address:
Boxford Bounty,39, Daking Ave, Boxford, Suffolk  CO10 5QA
Or ring Mark Miller on 01787 211596
e-mail mark.miller@talktalk.net and we will arrange a call from your
local collector.The Boxford Bounty is organised on behalf of Boxford
Community Council       registered charity No 304862

Laura wins the K&S Cup

Photo David Lamming



Wot’s On

NEWTON VILLAGE HALL DIARY DATES
JANUARY  2019
Wednesday 9th 7.30 pm Parish Council Meeting
Tuesday 15th 2.00 pm Fireside Club - tba
Saturday 26th 10.00 am Newton Green Trust coffee morning
Tuesday 29th 2.00 pm Fireside Club - tba
REGULAR EVENTS
Monday mornings (term time only): Yoga class 
(phone Sophia on 313662 for details)
Monday and Thursday evenings: Western Partner Dance Club 
(call Chris 371006)
Friday afternoons: Art and Craft club (call Carole on 373548)
Friday evenings: Sudbury and District Wargames Club 
(call Brian on 312160)

ALL THAT JAZZ! 
The Jazz Century - Cakewalk to Culture by Dr Graham Platts   
Stoke-by-Nayland WEA presents a series of 10 weekly lectures starting
on Thursday 17th January 2019 in Stoke-by-Nayland Village Hall at 7.30
pm.
A decade by decade jazz journey, from 1900 to the 1990s (and beyond),
with guided commentary/discussion and numerous musical examples.
From the dance halls and sporting houses of New Orleans to Carnegie
Hall and the greatest concert stages around the world, jazz has travelled
far both geographically and culturally. America's greatest indigenous
musical form, soon to become a world music category, prompts us to ask
about the men and women behind its development and what they
contributed. What would jazz become by the end of the twentieth
century? This course celebrates some of the many pioneers who have
kept us dancing and enriched our lives
While Graham was growing up in the 1950s he discovered the infectious
drive and fun of early jazz and learned about the Swing era of the ‘thirties
from his father who was an enthusiastic and skilful amateur jazz pianist.
The greater complexities of jazz after WW2 took a little longer to grasp,
so we shall be embarking together on a voyage of further discovery as the
course progresses!
Fees: Adult £55 (payable after the first session). Try the first session
(free).
For further information please contact Sue Whiteley.
Phone: 01787 210945 or email: whiteleysa@hotmail.co.uk

Boxford Bounty Summary of Winners 2018



Boxford Study Centre Literature Group
Further information from: Mrs Etain Todds, Moat Farm Cottage,
Edwardstone, Sudbury CO 10 5PY.
Telephone 01787 210344 Please contact Mrs Todds if you are interested
in attending.

Stoke by Nayland Bridge Club
Are you and your partner looking for an afternoon game of Bridge? We
play Duplicate Bridge every Thursday in a comfortable and friendly
atmosphere at Stoke by Nayland Village Hall.  If you are already Bridge
players, you would be most welcome to join us.  Previous experience of
Duplicate is not necessary, but you and your partner will soon discover that
this is the most enjoyable way to play.  It provides a proper competition
where everyone plays the same hands and this enables you to improve your
play. We meet by 1.45 for a prompt 1.50 start with a short break for tea and
always finish by 5.0 pm. Why not give us a try?  There is no joining fee.
Please contact Roger Loose on 01787-210538 for further details.

Nayland Horticultural Society
Nayland Horticultural Society’s Spring Flower Show takes place on
Saturday 23rd March which is an ideal time to buy some plants for a good
summer’s show. There is also a cake stall and raffle. Or maybe you would
like to enter some Spring flowers in the Show for fun and see how you
do! Entry forms on the website. All very friendly, tea, coffee and cake
available! 
Nayland Horticultural Society’s Spring Meeting will be in the Church
Hall, Nayland, CO6 4HY on Tuesday 26th March, 7pm for 7.15pm start.
Subject to be confirmed.

CAROL SERVICE, CHRISTMAS EVE,
EDWARDSTONE CHURCH
The Christmas Eve Carol Service  at Edwardstone church will commence
earlier this year, at 5.30pm, so make sure you note the change in your
Christmas schedule. This special event has always been very popular with
locals and their Christmas visitors with the choir singing to a packed
church. All the children take delight in their "candle oranges" and the
adults attending sing out loud and heartily to celebrate the birth of Our
Lord.
So……....to all of you who regularly attend this joyful evening,
remember the earlier time to avoid disappointment.

Boxford Drama Group presents
Prepare to Meet Thy Tomb.
As the darkness descends on Monument House Hotel and Alternative
Health Spa, the last surviving members of the Tombs family receive a
series of unexpected and uninvited visitors. Amongst them are well
known novelist Philippa and her assistant Daphne who seek sanctuary
from a mysterious stalker who may or may not be the notorious "Norfolk
Strangler". Hot on their heels comes TV historian Quentin Danesworth
followed closely by honeymooners Robert and Miranda. It doesn’t take
long for the unwelcome guests to start snooping around the secret
passages of the eerie old mansion and asking far too many questions, so
it's no surprise when they start to fall victim of unnatural deaths.  No
secret panel is unoccupied, no cup of tea untouched, and nobody seems
to be who and what they appear to be.  How many will make it to final
curtain? 
An intriguing combination of spoof and baffling murder mystery, with
some colourful characters and shocking plot twists – enter Monument
House if you dare!
Boxford Village Hall 14th, 15th 16th March 2019

CHRISTMAS WINE TASTING
AT BOXFORDS WINE SHOP
We will have a range of wines, port, fizz and a couple of gins open for
an all day open tasting on Saturday 1st December in store between
12pm - 7pm. So why not come and join us to help you choose your
Christmas wines or just to discover something new..
We look forward to seeing you in store! 

Wot’s On



New Years Eve in Boxford - 
NO PUBS - NO PROBS
We will not be downhearted this New Year, so have cleared the decks for
a Village Party.
Dance your feet off to the sounds of P J Roadshow, eat at the Buffet and
drink and be merry at the fully licensed bar.
Village DISCO PARTY in Boxford Village Hall from 8pm (Bar closes at
12.15am)  New Years Eve
Tickets available from 1st December at Boxford Post Office.
Adults £10.00 Children £2.00
From 8pm on New Years eve till 12.30am.
Buffet and Disco and licensed bar

Wot’s On



LWHS
Programme of Events - 2019 / 2020
16th January Roger Green
The Green Man (Member Only Event)
These symbols / motifs exist in cultures around the world, though remain
something of an enigma, which Roger will explore through his talk with
many picture examples.
20th February John Goodhand
Simply Suffolk
Inn signs are part of our history, but which is the commonest, where can
you find a gallows, which is the oldest and what is Elvis doing in
Botesdale? John has been photographing Suffolk inns and their signs for
over fifty years and will tell us.
20th March Sarah Doig
To Relieve Need and Distress
The Story of East Anglian Almshouses

FUN & GAMES NIGHT
BOXFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL.We will once again be holding
our Annual Fun & Games Night in Boxford Village Hall on Saturday 26
January 2019. Teams of 8 contestants will battle through the various
indoor games and quizzes to claim the prestigious title. A fun night is
promised for all with a licensed bar, raffle and refreshments. The evening
will commence at 7.30 with registration and the first round of games at
7.50 promptly. Ticket prices are £60 per team. We have a limit for the
number of teams, so if you don’t want to be disappointed please contact
Stephanie Atkins on 01787 210444 or Mark Miller on 01787 211596, or
alternatively e-mail Mark on Mark.Miller@talktalk.net  We would like to
get all teams listed before Christmas if possible and, if you are not in a
team but would like to help, please also let us know. It is never too early
to book your place, so book it now!

Wot’s On

26th 2019

01787 210946





Many thanks to our terrific responders for the huge amount of hours they
have donated in 2018.
Elaine Carpenter (560 hours), Jasmine Lait (980 hours) and Trudi Wild
(1350 hours) received awards, signed by the three parishes' councillors
on behalf of the community.
Over the past 12 months they were called out to 84 emergencies in the
local area.
On a sad note, we lose Jasmine this year as she has decided to take a
well-earned break from responding. Jasmine has been a responder for 5
years and we are all hugely indebted to her for her selfless contribution
of both time and care to patients in need.
In addition, our amazing co-ordinator team of Michael & Eileen Norman
are stepping down. They've put in a huge amount of time and effort over
the last 2 years, liaising with the ambulance service and ably handling all
the bureaucracy that running the organisation involves. We just can't
thank them enough. They are succeeded by Rich Wild, who takes over
the back-office responsibility.
There is light at the end of the tunnel: 3PR welcomes back Vince
Strafford as a responder. Vince brings a huge amount of knowledge and
professionalism to the role and it is great news that he's been able to
return.

We still desperately need new volunteers to join us! If you can spare any
time at all, have a full driving licence and access to a car then please do
consider training to become a first responder. You will receive free
training from the ambulance service and full equipment is provided. It's
a hugely rewarding and fascinating thing to do and you will be helping a
very grateful community in dire need of assistance. Please call Rich on
01787 210 946 and he'll be happy to answer your questions and take you
through what's involved.

Cheese and Wine

AWARDS FOR 3PR'S RESPONDERS

Jasmine Lait Trudi Wild

Elaine Carpenter

Photo’s Ric Wild



LEAVENHEATH CINEMA SATURDAY 5TH JANUARY 
Tickets  Telephone:  Lesley (01206 262505) or Ken (01206 263266)

£3.50 per adult and £2.00 per young person doors open at 7.00pm for 7.30pm

Polstead Digital Cinema Friday 18th January
Tickets £3.50 from the Polstead Community Shop or 01787 210029

All films start at 7.30pm, doors open at 7.00pm

Above: Boxford Rovers Under 11’s      Below: Under 15’s Above: Boxford Rovers Under 12’s      Below: Minis Training



Our Christmas menu out now!
2 For 1 January 

Monday to Thursday 2 courses 2 people 
cheapest main free. (Max 6 people).  

Not in conjunction with any other offer.
Booking only!
Thank you 

FFoorrtthhccoommiinngg  EEvveennttss  DDiiaarryy

December

24 Carpl Service Edwardstone Church 5.00pm

31 New Years Eve in Boxford Boxford Village Hall 8.00pm

January 2019

16 The Green Man (Member Only Event) LWHS Parish Room 7.30pm

8 Gardeners Question Time Boxford Gardening Society Boxford VH 7.30pm

14 for 8 Mondays ANGLO - IRISH ATTITUDES Boxford Study Group Groton Villagr Hall 4.30pm

18 Quiz and Chips Groton PCC Groton Village Hall 7.30pm

26 Fun and Games Night Boxford Community Council Boxford Village Hall 7.30pm

February

10 Rock Choir Concert Boxford PCC St Mary’s Church 3.00pm

16 Simply Suffolk LWHS Parish Room 7.30pm

23 Quiz Night Boxford Bike Club Boxford Village Hall 7.30pm

March

14/15/16 Prepare to meet thyToomb Boxford Drama Group Boxford Village Hall 7.30pm

First and Third Monday each month Boxford Parish Council Meetings in Bell House, Stone Street St, Boxford 7.30pm

The Bell Inn
The Sreet, Kersey, Suffolk, IP7 6DY

Tel: 01473 823229    
Kerseybell.com



Richard, Joy, Michael Martin & Andy wish all their customers, past and present

a Happy and Healthy
Christmas and New Year

I should have taken notice of Richard’s advisories

Please accept this as our
Christmas greeting in
lieu of cards this year.
We will instead be
making a donation to the
Evelina Children's
Heart Organisation
based at Guys Hospital.
Although this may not
seem to be a local
charity, it is often where
children with heart
problems in our area are
treated. Thank you.

MATTOCK
MOTORS LTD

Tel: 01787 211394.

Milden Singers perform all-time classics in their Best of Broadway
Concerts. The Choir, who were dressed and sparkled like the cast of
42nd Street treated the audience to songs from this and other hit
Broadway Musicals including Carousel to Showboat.  
As always their concerts include fun elements, solos and on this occasion
a Male only Choir! The rousing finale which included ‘We’re in the
Money’ was a fitting ending to the show, as all proceeds from the
concerts, which totalled £1350 was donated to Motor Neurone Disease
Association. This was gratefully received by both Mandy Coll’s who
have been raising money locally for MNDA.
Milden Singers next concerts will be on 17th and 18th May with more
details to follow in due course.

MILDEN SINGERS

Above: The Hastoe Housing open consultation session at Groton Village
Hall. The layout has been revised since the first consultation. All
comments were positive and Hastoe now hope to submit a planning
application before Christmas

Carol Abbott, together with her
husband has been  trading in the
local area for over 40 years now.
They specialise in Treework,
Hedges, general garden work and
driveways.
They are probably best known for
supplying logs in bulk and have
recently added to their range Kiln
Dried Logs packaged in nets as
well as Firewood by the load. The
nets are hardwood and will be ideal
for someone wanting only a small
supply to see them over Christmas
and the coldest part of winter.

To order nets or logs call Carol Abbott 
on 01473 829130 
or 07768795981.

WINTER WARMERS



THE PARISH OF 
ST MARY, BOXFORD

Churchwarden:
Peter Patrick

Amberley, White Street Green, Boxford,
CO10 5JNTel: 01787 210346
E-mail: ppat@btinternet.com
Assistant Churchwarden:
Michael Gray 07931043926

boxford.warden@btinternet.com

Copy Date for Church News in the
February Box River News: 

Please, NO LATER THAN 15th January
Failure to meet the date will mean your

copy may not be included
Thank you. Eddie Kench 01787 211507
email address: ed.kench@btinternet.com

Boxford Calendar 2019- The calendar for 2019 is now available in
Boxford Post office - £7.00 per copy.  All proceeds to St. Mary's Parish
Church, Boxford
Food Bank Collections:We continue to have regular collections of food
items at St.Mary’s Church Boxford, which we take to the Storehouse
Food Bank, Tudor Road, Sudbury. Please kindly bring items to church
services where a collection point will be available. (food well in date
please!)
The Revd Dr. Simon Gill (our rural dean) assisted by Christopher
Kingsbury would like to run an Alpha Course in the Benefice early in
the New Year. If you would like to take part or learn more please do
contact Simon at:  vicar@allsaints-sudbury.co.uk (or see contact details
above)  or Christopher 
Everyone has questions: We believe that everyone should have the
chance to explore the Christian faith, ask questions and share their point
of view. Alpha is a series of sessions exploring the Christian faith. Each
talk looks at a different question around faith and is designed to create
conversation. Alpha is run all around the world, and everyone's welcome.
It runs in cafés, churches, universities, homes—you name it. No two
Alphas look the same, but generally they have three key things in
common: food, a talk and good conversation. We plan to hold the course
on Mondays: 4th,11th,18th,25th February & 4th March 2019
A Rock Choir Concert will be held at St.Mary’s Church Boxford, on
Sunday 10th February 2019 at 3.00pm Tickets £8.00  (free to children
under 16) Tickets include tea/coffee & cake wine available by donation -
There will be a raffle too. All proceed to St. Mary's Church.
Tickets will be available from the Post Office & the Coffee Box.
Enquiries: Louise Renshaw 01787210298 Jane Lewis 01787210111
The Boxford Church Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be held
on Sunday 7th April 2019 at 5.00pm following Choral Evensong.
The Renewal of the church electoral roll 2019 for Boxford Church will
commence on 20th January 2019, with a notice placed on church notice
boards. Announcements will also be made in church. The electoral roll
will be closed to new applications on 16th March 2019. Application
forms will be available in church. Those on the current electoral roll will
need to re apply please. Members on the current roll will be reminded
about this.

BENEFICE NEWS
HIS HONOUR THE REVEREND BRIAN WATLING QC — RIP
Readers will remember the Revd Brian Watling who, with his wife, Noelle,
lived in the Red House in Boxford for a few years in the ‘noughties’ before
moving back to Nayland.  During these years (which was in David
Matthews’s time as rector), Brian served as an NSM minister in the
benefice and many will recall his robust preaching.  Brian and Noelle had
previously lived in Nayland during the time when Brian was the resident
circuit judge at Chelmsford Crown Court.  In 2014 they moved from
Nayland to Lavenham.  After a lengthy period of ill health, Brian died, aged
83, on St Andrew’s Day, 30 November 2018, and our thoughts and prayers
are with Noelle at this sad time.  "Brian will be buried in Polstead
churchyard after a private funeral service on 21 December, but there is to
be a memorial service at St James's Church, Nayland, at 2.00 pm on Friday
18 January 2019 (time to be confirmed) to which all are welcome."
THE PROCESS TO FIND A NEW RECTOR: AN UPDATE
The drafting group, comprised of one representative from each of the five
benefice PCCs and tasked with producing a draft ‘Benefice Profile’, met on
3 December 2018.  Tim Harbord from Little Waldingfield is working on a
first draft and it is hoped to circulate this before Christmas to all PCC
members for comment ahead of the ‘section 12’ meeting on 14 January
2019 with Bishop Mike Harrison and a representative of the Patron (the
Lord Chancellor) when, hopefully, the profile will be finalised.  The
intention then is that the post should be advertised.  Please pray that the
right person will apply and be appointed as rector to lead our benefice as we
seek to ‘grow in God’ in the coming years.
GENERAL CHURCH NEWS

‘Follow The Star’
This is the theme of the national
church’s 2018 Christmas campaign,
whose main aim is to encourage people
into a local church service or event to
share in the joy of Jesus’s birth.  In the
gospel story, the star led the wise men to

Bethlehem, where they found Jesus and ‘bowed down and worshipped
him.’ So, among the busyness of Advent and Christmas, do come, and invite
others to come, to one of the services in the five churches across the
benefice and put ‘Christ’ into your Christmas celebrations.
100 YEARS, 100 TREASURES: A celebration of Suffolk Churches
Looking for a stocking filler? A small number of copies of this colourful
book, produced to celebrate the centenary of our diocese in 2014 and
featuring two of the churches in our benefice (Boxford and Groton), is still
available to purchase, price £5.  Contact David Lamming if you would like
to buy a copy: tel: 01787 210360; e mail: djlamming@hotmail.com.
CHURCHES TOGETHER IN SUDBURY & DISTRICT
WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY: 20 – 27 JANUARY 2019
“Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue” (Deuteronomy 16, v.18)
The Week of Prayer offers local opportunities to meet and pray with fellow
Christians of different denominations. The theme this year is “Only
Justice.”
Sunday 20th January, 6:30 pm at St John’s Methodist, Church, Sudbury.
Speaker: Lt Rachel Hepburn (Salvation Army)
Monday 21st January, 12:30 pm at St Gregory’s Church, Sudbury
Tuesday 22nd January, 12:30 pm at Suffolk Road Church, Sudbury
Wednesday 23rd January, 12:30 pm at St Mary’s Church, Long Glemsford
Thursday 24th January 7.00 for 7.30 pm.  Open Forum at Sudbury Catholic
Church
Friday 25th January, 12:30 pm at Freedom Fellowship, Gregory Street,
Sudbury
Saturday 26th January 8.00 am to 9.30 am.  Prayer Breakfast at Sudbury
Baptist Church.
Refreshments will be provided after most services
Please look at the Churches Together website for details of the various
activities taking place over the Advent and Christmas season:
www.churchestogetherinsudbury.org.uk. 
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THE PARISH OF 
ST MARY THE VIRGIN,

EDWARDSTONE
Churchwarden:

Vacant

Rota
Sidesmen Flowers

6 Jan Felicity Gardiner & Jocelyn Pettit       Tricia Eddington
13 Jan Greta Martin & Tricia Eddington       Jill Duffy
20 Jan Vicky Nicholls & Dennis Duffy         Fran Gregor-Smith
27 Jan Felicity Gardiner & Jocelyn Pettit       Joy Squirrell
If for any reason you cannot attend, please ring Tricia on 01787 247932.

2 December 2018
On the first Sunday in Advent we were happy to welcome the Rev. Elke
Cattermole to Little Waldingfield to conduct Holy Communion.  The
first candle in the Advent Ring was lit.  Friends from other parishes were
with us to enjoy her ministry.  During refreshments we were able to meet
Rev. Elke and her husband, Roger Cattermole, and friendly chats with
them were enjoyed by many of us.  Afterwards, they even joined us in
clearing the church and covering seats in readiness for the builders.
We have, at last, obtained permission to begin knocking the old, damp,
blown plaster from the walls up to window height.  The new lime plaster
will be applied, three coats in all, each one to be dry before the next is
applied.  This is costly, and will be paid for out of the Appeal Fund to
which so many of you generously contributed, and continue to do so by
Bankers Order.
The Fund has already paid for repairs to the Chancel roof, the oak insert
above the west window, repairs to the floorboards under pews by the
north aisle, and treatment for death-watch beetle in both ancient chests,
also to wooden floors nearby.
We look forward to a busy 2019, and wish you all a very Happy New
Year.

THE PARISH OF 
ST BARTHOLOMEW,

GROTON
Churchwardens:

Vacant
Acting Churchwarden:

Diana McCorkell
Primrose Cottage, Parliament Heath, Groton,

CO10 5ER     Tel: 01787 210927
E-mail: dianah.mccorkell@btinternet.com

THE PARISH OF 
ST LAWRENCE, 

LITTLE WALDINGFIELD
Churchwardens:

Sandra Harbord and Timothy Harbord
2 Rivish Lane, Long Melford, CO10 9TH

Tel: 01787 311707 
E-mail:t.harbord@btinternet.com 

THE PARISH  OF 
ALL SAINTS, NEWTON

Churchwarden:
Vacant

Edwardstone PCC held a reception for parishioners and villagers at the
church on Friday 23 November and was delighted to have nearly 40
attendees . It was  a very lively and engaging event and  a small draw
raised just over £300 for PCC funds.  A great start to the beginning of
Christmas and the PCC is  looking forward to a  ‘full house’ at the annual
Carol Service on Christmas Eve.
Edwardstone service, Morning Worship, 9.30am Sunday 20 January:-
Sidesman, Jan Paul
Coffee, Frances East.
Cleaning for January, Emma Driscoll
Flowers, Ineke Morris.

mince pies, is on Wednesday 19 December 2018, 7.00 pm in Groton
Church.  Do join us!
FIVE VILLAGES SERVICE – SUNDAY 30 DECEMBER 2018
A reminder that Groton will be hosting the “5th Sunday” Five Villages
Service at 10.00 am on 30 December 2018.  2019 promises to be a
significant year for both the UK and our benefice.  Do please join us as
we meet in worship as Christians from across the benefice to look
forward in hope to the New Year (see Pauline’s letter on page 3), a year
in which, aside from Brexit, we hope to welcome a new rector. The Revd
Mary Cantacuzene from Bures will be presiding and preaching at the
service of Holy Communion: all are welcome.
TOILET AND KITCHEN UPDATE: GOOD NEWS!
Further to last month’s news that the Environment Agency had given
approval for the proposed trench arch drainage, the PCC has now signed
the building contract with R M Wilks Ltd (the successful tenderer) and
work is scheduled to start on 17 December, with a completion date of 17
April 2019—the Wednesday of Holy Week.  So, Easter 2019 in Groton
should be a double celebration!  (Details of any formal opening/cutting of
the red ribbon to be arranged.)  During the work there will be signs in the
churchyard directing people around any excavation works, and it may be
necessary to lock the church overnight, but the monthly service on the
second Sunday of the month will take place as normal.   

11th November : After heavy rain, the sun came out ready for Our
Service of Remembrance and Holy Communion. The bells rang out to
welcome all to join us.
Revd. Gerald Drew took the service and spoke movingly for the need to
make peace in the world. As part of the service two members of the
church read The Act of Remembrance and the names of the twenty men
who died in the First World War and one in the Second War. Being a
small rural, agricultural village , Newton must have been devastated
when so many men did not return.
After the church service , another was held by the War Memorial on the
Village Green . Revd. Drew started the service with a prayer then
followed by a member of the village  laying a Wreath of poppies and
reading out the names of the men named on the War Memorial. One of
our church goers asked children and adults to each place 20 individual
poppies in the greenery in front of the Memorial which was a touching
gesture. In his address the Revd. Drew emphasised the need for peace  -
making in the world  concluding with prayers. He went to speak with as
many people as possible making them feel welcome. 
25th November: Our Service of Holy Communion was conducted by
Revd. Elke Cattermole who is from St. Peter and St. Paul Lavenham . We
had a special service to remember one of the men from the First World
War , who did come home but died two weeks later. Rufus, Revd.Judith's
husband had researched the history of Private Fredrick Elijah Smith and
this was read out at the beginning of the service . Revd. Elke included
Fredrick in her sermon and prayers . We had photos on the Altar of his
history notes and his War Grave , which is in our churchyard and being
one of 1,332 such graves in Suffolk .
We were delighted to welcome Revd. Elke and her husband Roger to our
refreshment time after the service giving us a chance to chat with them
and for them to meet people from the other churches who had joined us.
We hope to welcome Revd. Elke again if it is possible for her to come.
Thank you to Nancy Roser for playing the organ and for everyone who
helped in any way to make this service special.
8th December : Our Annual Church Christmas Coffee Morning was held
in the Village Hall . Many attended and there was a very friendly feeling
as people bought items from the stalls and partook of the Raffle. Thank
you to everyone who helped to prepare the Hall , stalls and the raffle and
clearing up afterwards .
Very best wishes for  2019.

ROTAS FOR JANUARY
Sidesman Mrs Diana McCorkell
Flowers Ms Danice Finch
CleaningMrs Jayne Foster
CHRISTMAS CAROLS, MULLED WINE AND MINCE PIES
Groton’s Carol Service this year, to be followed by mulled wines and



Just a few of the pics
taken by David
Lamming at the Annual
Christmas Cheese and
Wine party held at the
Groton Village Hall in
aid of funds for 
St Bartholomews
Church.
A great evening out.
Congratulations to the
organisers who worked
so hard to make it a
success



This article is being written on the wonderful island of
Madeira, though by the time you read this I will have
been back for some days. I had fully expected this to be
my last trip there as the timeshare we bought more than
20 years ago expires at the end of 2018, but fate has
conspired to allow me to extend our ownership by a
few more years. My wife and I look forward to
continuing our relationship with this dramatic, green
and friendly island – recently voted the best island
holiday destination at the Travel Olympics. This fresh
purchase has also prompted me to consider whether
timeshare really is a bargain or simply a packaged
holiday product cleverly sold.
Although I had visited Madeira more than 30 years ago

whilst working on a cruise liner (honestly) – and my wife had travelled there
even earlier – it was in the mid 1990s that we took a holiday on the island
together. Then, as now, there were plenty of people standing on street corners
trying to separate holidaymakers from their hard earned money by offering
once in a lifetime deals to secure their holiday of a lifetime for the next few
decades. We duly fell victim to one such salesman, but felt able to decline the
offer on the table, though we were mightily impressed with the place in which
the job of selling took place.
To cut a long story short, we bought a second hand apartment from the
established resort that was used for the sales pitch, rather than the brand new
resort which the salesman was trying to shift. We’ve never regretted it and
take considerable comfort from the fact that the same staff are still there after
22 years – including the salesman who first approached us, though his hair is
a little greyer these days. Moreover, the cost of maintaining our interest in the
apartment which we effectively owned for three weeks of the year has only
risen in line with inflation over this period.
This, I fully realise, is not everyone’s experience in the sometimes murky
waters of the timeshare business. We know many people who have seen the
annual maintenance charge sky rocket over the years, making their dream
holiday far less affordable than when they set out on their journey,
encouraged no doubt by a sweet talking sales person. Moreover, some
timeshare properties were sold in perpetuity, meaning that it could be passed
to your heirs – probably sold as a virtue at the time, but creating a millstone
for many. Little wonder that those pesky claims companies that irritate the
life out of me by ringing constantly to urge me to allow them to investigate

whether I have been missold PPI or are due compensation from a car accident
have turned their attention to timeshare owners.
As it happens, the concept behind timeshare has been heavily undermined by
the internet. While some of the larger, well-resourced companies that have
operated in this field are maintaining a presence, it is usually alongside other
holiday offerings that can guarantee a more regular flow of customers. Our
timeshare resort was part of a five star hotel owned by the largest holiday
firm in Portugal. The end of our lease will allow a full refurbishment to take
place and, while a number of apartments are being sold on the traditional
timeshare basis, the leases are much shorter (we had bought 22 years of a 30
year lease – the longest leases currently available are 15 years and most are
only ten).
Moreover the greater majority of these refurbished apartments will either be
used as suites to complement the hotel’s stock of bedrooms or be made
available to those who sign up to the company’s Vacation Club scheme,
which involves prepaying to allow use of the many resorts and hotels the
company has on offer worldwide. The problem facing this and other
businesses in the so-called vacation industry is that the internet has allowed
accommodation to be commoditised. In other words, prices will vary
according to supply and demand, in much the same way as has happened in
air travel.
By all accounts the world’s largest provider of accommodation does not own
a single property, but AirBnB is a major success story and has changed the
face of booking your holiday stay. Personally, we prefer the certainty of
knowing what our accommodation will be like when we arrive – hence the
success for us of timeshare (a financial success as well it must be said) and
our decision to purchase a home abroad. We know we have been fortunate,
but we also recognise that new ways of booking holidays will benefit a far
wider public. This may not be a particularly Christmassy story, but it would
be most remiss of me not to wish all our readers a Merry Christmas and a
Happy and Healthy New Year.
Brian Tora
Remember
The Box River News can be seen in full colour by downloading
from the internet. 
Just go to http://www.boxfordsuffolk.com/box-river-news and scroll
down to the latest BRN icon. The Newsletter is usually available
about one day after the published press date. 
ed.kench@btinternet.com



In some ways the lawn is the most important part of any flower garden,
especially in small gardens. A lush green, well maintained lawn sets the
framework for every feature of the garden. Grass is a plant like any other
plant in a border and needs just as much care and attention to feeding and
watering. When preparing ground for a new lawn it is advisable to put
drains in, grass will not thrive in waterlogged conditions. Dig the land as
deeply as you would for any other crop. This work is best done in early
autumn to allow winter frost and rainfall to break down and consolidate
the area ready for seed sowing in April or turf laying. Some excellant
lawns are made from seed sowing and it is cheaper than turf but it does
give you the choice of grass for your lawn. Turfing is the most expensive
way but it gives you an instant lawn. Make sure you buy turf from a
reputable firm, one that grows especially for the trade, and you should get
turfs full of fibrous roots, consisting of fine grasses free from weeds. If
the weather is dry, the turfs will need watering to prevent them drying out
and shrinking leaving gaps between the turfs.
At this time of the year some people may be designing a new garden or
re-designing their old one. When designing a new garden, privacy is
important to most people and this can be achieved by planting high
hedges and trees round the perimeter which will also provide shelter. It is
important that the height of the trees and hedges should be in proportion
to the size of the garden, if too high they will exclude light and create too
much shade. Care should be taken not to plant large trees too near your
boundary, these will eventually grow too large and spread onto
neighbours property. For most small gardens a 6ft wooden fence is
sufficient, it does not take up much space and can be used to support
many flowering shrubs and fruit trees. This sort of fence lends itself to the
training of fruit trees like apples, pears, peaches, apricots, plums and
cherries. Training them as espaliars or fans involves bending and training
the branches horizontaly which has the effect of producing more fruit
buds giving a bumper crop from a small space. Also being trained to a
fence makes it easy to protect blossoms from late frosts and protect the
fruit from birds later on.
Most people like to see something on flower all season in the flower
border. This can be achieved by a careful selection of herbaceous plants

and dwarf shrubs. The earliest perenials to flower are Doronicum
caucasicum which will provide a bright splash of yellow daisy flowers
from April to June. Euphorbia polychroma, will provide colour from June
to August, Penstemons will give a good display of spikes of tubular
flowers during July and September and there are many varieties to chose
from. No garden should be without Pinks, a front of the border plant,
which will give a display and provide curt flowers from June until
Autumn.
January might be the middle of winter but as the days lengthen the
garden starts to grow. Now is a great time to plan for the coming
gardening year and to order seeds and plants. Enjoy the fresh air, on dry
sunny days, and check your winter protection, stakes, ties and supports
are still working after any severe weather. Also put out food for birds and
leave some garden areas uncut, a little longer, to provide shelter for
wildlife in your garden.
Top 10 jobs this month
1 Recycle your Christmas tree by shredding it for mulch
2 Clean pots and greenhouses ready for spring
3 Dig over any vacant plots that have not been dug already
4 Disperse worm casts in lawns
5 Inspect stored tubers of Dahlia, Begonia and Canna for rots or drying
out
6 Prune apple and pear trees
7 Start forcing rhubarb
8 Plan your vegetable crop rotations for the coming season
9 Keep putting out food and water for hungry birds
10 Make a polythene shelter for outdoor peaches and nectarines, to
protect against peach leaf curl
Houseplant care
Check that light levels are sufficient for houseplants. They will need light
to carry on over the winter, and can easily be forgotten in a back or spare
room that receives little natural light, or with the curtains left drawn. They
are best moved to sunny windowsill until March. Don't leave houseplants
on windowsills behind the curtains on frosty nights, especially if your
windows are not double glazed.

Gardening in January inspired by the late Harry Buckledee





January 1st 1919 was the
first New Year to be
celebrated in peacetime
since that of 1914. But the
relief that the peace brought
was tempered with the all
too apparent consequences
of the conflict. To many
people in the United
Kingdom, that interval of
five years must have
seemed much longer. It is
likely that there was not a
single village or hamlet that

could not count at least one of their menfolk among those who died in the
War. The Armistice had silenced the clamour of battle on the Western Front
and yet British troops remained in action in such places as Mesopotamia, the
Caucuses, and Afghanistan, as the seismic shifts in power that were caused
by the collapse of the old Austro-Hungarian, Ottoman, German and Russian
empires reverberated out across the world.  The official account of the War
published by the War Office in 1922 is entitled Statistics of the Military
Effort of the British Empire during the Great War 1914 1920 (my
italics). In addition, large numbers of troops were still returning from the
various theatres of conflict in their thousands bringing with them the damage
and dislocation that warfare inflicts upon a population. Happy New Year,
yes, but as the day dawned it did so on a world in which the old certainties
of the long period of Victorian and Edwardian stability were no more and the
post war future was difficult to envisage.
Whatever hope and anticipation the dawning of 1919 had given Charles

and Susannah Sparrow of Boxford were dashed most sorely when the death
of their first born son, Charles Herbert, reached them sometime in early
January. Air Mechanic 2nd Class Charles Herbert Sparrow, 407973,
142nd Squadron, Royal Air Force is one of two men from Boxford whose
stories we will hear this month. The other is Corporal Walter Griggs,
275976, 1st/1st Nottinghamshire Yeomanry (Sherwood Rangers). Charles
died on 6th January 1919 and Walter almost two years later on 18th
December 1920. 
Charles Herbert Sparrow was one of nine children, two of whom died in

infancy. He takes both his names from his parents. His father was just plain
Charles, born in 1865 to William and Elizabeth in Ellis Street, Boxford.

Like his father, Charles senior became a bricklayer, which he remained all
his working life. Charles Herbert’s mother was Susannah Herbert, born to
John and Eliza, in 1868. Her family lived in Groton near Parliament Heath
and her father was an agricultural labourer. Charles senior and Susannah
married in the summer of 1887 and set up home at Brook Hall, Hadleigh
Hamlet, a curiously administratively separate part of Boxford in the vicinity
of Ellis Street, Sand Hill and Cox Hill.
Charles, born in 1891, was their first son. He was baptised in St. Mary’s

church on 17th May the same year. Twenty years later Charles was still
living with his family at home at Brook Hall and was recorded on the Census
of that year as an under chauffeur. A little over three years later and just three
days after Britain declared war on Germany, Charles enlisted into the
Suffolk Regiment in Bury St Edmunds as Private, 2057. He was posted into
the 1/5th Battalion of the Territorial Force, all of which, at the time, was
being rapidly brought up to strength and trained for active service in the
front line. This battalion was initially part of the Norfolk and Suffolk
Brigade, East Anglian Division, which through the later part of 1914 and the
spring of 1915, was deployed on coastal defences in Suffolk. In May 1915
it was reformed and attached to the 153rd Brigade, 54th (East Anglian)
Division and was put in readiness for service overseas. On 8th July it was
given orders to sail for Gallipoli, setting sail a week later and arriving in the
eastern Mediterranean in early August. On the 10th of the month the
Division took part in one of the landings at Sulva Bay.
As we saw in the article in this series in June 2016, the Gallipoli campaign
was a disaster, costing many thousands of lives not only through the dreadful
stalled trench warfare but also through illness arising from the truly
shocking conditions in which the troops lived and fought. Charles’s division
was ordered to prepare to evacuate on 26th November and it left the
Gallipoli peninsula in the first week of December, with a strength of only
240 officers and about 4,500 men, which is probably about 60% of full
complement. However, Charles was not with his fellow Suffolk’s. An entry
in his medical record shows that he was evacuated to number 19 General
Hospital in Alexandria, Egypt, arriving on 6th October diagnosed with
dysentery. Thus, we know that Charles was among those tens of thousands
of troops who fell ill as a consequence of the sanitary conditions prevailing
throughout the camps and front line. Later in October he was transferred to
the nearby Shebin-el-Kom hospital for convalescence, but he was back in
Alexandria on 5th November, now suffering from pleurisy. The decision
must have been made to evacuate him to England, because he is next
recorded as being admitted to University College Hospital, Gower Street,
London on Christmas Eve 1915 still suffering with pleurisy. Two weeks later
he was transferred to the Woodcote Convalescent Hospital at Epsom and
then on 12th February he was granted nine days furlough, and probably was
able to return to Boxford and see his family. Thereafter he rejoined his unit
in Egypt.
On return Charles would have found his unit mustered around Cairo as part

of the Egyptian Expeditionary Force (EEF) and then deployed to the defence
of the southern section of the Suez Canal from April 1916 through to March
the following year. The politics and complexity of the state of the Middle
East in 1914 are vast subjects in their own right and they can only be
touched upon here to illustrate the events that would have impinged on
Charles’s service in the region. The Suez Canal was a vital link for the
United Kingdom, providing the means by which it could move troops,
equipment and supplies to and from the home ports and Australia, New
Zealand and India, via the Mediterranean. The British had occupied Egypt
in 1882 and declared it a British Protectorate at the outbreak of the War.
From here they faced in the east the mostly Turkish troops of the Ottoman
Empire, which stretched from Turkey down though Syria and Palestine into
Arabia and all the way south along the eastern shore of the Red Sea to the
Gulf of Aden. The troop build up in Egypt was quite rapid to ensure the
defence of the Canal and during the years 1914 to 1916 several determined
attempts to take control of the Canal were made by troops of the Ottoman
Empire, which was allied to the Central Powers, and which were now
strengthened by German forces. The Ottoman troops had built a well
fortified line from the Mediterranean near Rafah south to the port of Eilat at
the head of Gulf of Arabia. This roughly concurs with the current border
between the present day states of Israel and Egypt. From this line the various
attempts to capture the Canal were mounted.
By 1917 it was becoming increasingly obvious that to secure the future of

the Canal the Ottoman troops needed to be pushed back north and east into
Palestine. At the same time Lloyd George was keen to secure some sort of
victory as the stalemate of the Western Front dragged on at enormous cost
of life. A successful attack on the Ottoman line would serve both these
purposes. It would also force open a way to secure Jerusalem and return it
to Western control for the first time since the Crusades. This it was hoped
would damage the morale of Muslim aligned countries in the region, which
had made several attempts to stir up a Muslim revolt in India, something that
would have been catastrophic for British influence in the sub-continent.
So it was that a new Palestine Offensive was opened on 24th March 1917

and which continued until mid April. During these operations the first and
second Battles of Gaza were fought. Neither of these was successful and
considerable losses were sustained, though nothing on the scale of the
continuing carnage in France and Flanders. Lloyd George was now running
out of patience and he replaced General Sir Archibald Murray with General
Sir Edmund Allenby, who took a new approach and quickly established
himself as a popular and compassionate, though forceful commander.
During the summer he re-invigorated the EEF, brought in fresh troops and
equipment and secured as many aeroplanes as possible, which proved
essential in the ensuing offensive. This opened on 31st October with the
third Battle of Gaza with Allenby choosing to attack via Beersheba to the
south of Gaza in a pincer movement. Just two weeks later the Ottoman and
German troops were defeated, their line broken and they were in rapid
retreat north into Palestine. At this point Allenby paused and reorganised and
then later in the month began the advance on Jerusalem, which was entered
and secured on 9th December. This strategic victory captured the
imagination of much of the Western World and was a powerful morale
booster on the Home Front. However, in 1916 the Anglo-French plan known
as the Sykes-Picot agreement, drawn up as a means of partitioning the
Middle East after the War, had required Jerusalem to be an international city.
But now in British hands Lloyd George was unwilling to consider that
option and he held tightly onto the Holy City through all the negotiations
following the end of the War. Thus it is that we live today with the
consequences of those few months in 1917, all of which Charles would have
witnessed and fought through.
It is at this point that Charles’s service career takes a seemingly unexpected
turn. On 23rd December 1917 he transferred to the Royal Flying Corp with
the rank of Air Mechanic Second Class, 407973, roughly equivalent to his
Lance Corporal rank to which he had been promoted during his army
service. The reasons behind this are unknown. Was he ‘poached’ so to speak,
because his civilian employment as a chauffeur would have required him to
have a good knowledge of internal combustion engines? Or did he choose to
make this move himself? Personally, I think it is likely to be the former
because the 142nd Squadron, to which he was posted, was formed in Egypt
in early 1918 as part of the build up of air support, which was to be key to
the continuing success in pursuing the Ottoman troops north through
Palestine and towards Lebanon. Allenby wanted all the air power he could
get and knew that he was limited as to how much could be re-deployed from
the Western Front. This objective could be met by identifying individuals
with the required skills already present in the EEF and transferring them to
the RFC.
Through 1918 Charles’s former Division was involved in the steady push

northwards from Jerusalem keeping the retreating and demoralised Ottoman
troops on the defensive. Charles’s new Squadron was part of this and on 1st
April 1918, when the RFC became the Royal Air Force, it was stationed at
Julis north of Gaza. By the beginning of October the EEF was at Haifa and
was massing ready to attack Beirut at the end of the month, where the
Ottoman troops were preparing to make a stand. But on the 31st, exactly a
year after the second Palestinian Offensive began, the Turkish Government
capitulated and sued for peace by signing an armistice with the Allies.
The EEF was taken off a war footing and Charles would have returned south
to Egypt reaching there sometime in late November early December.
Demobilisation began in January 1919 and was completed by the end of
September. However, Charles was not going to be among those Suffolk men
who were to be reunited with their friends and family. On 5th January 1919
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he was admitted to number 17 General Hospital, Alexandria ‘dang(erously)
ill’, as the terse wording on his medical records puts it, with pneumonia. The
following day he died. Charles was 27 years old and he is buried in the
Alexandria (Hadra) Memorial Cemetery, which is located in the southern
part of the modern city just a few hundred yards from the Mediterranean
shoreline. He rests here with about 1,700 other souls who died serving their
country two thousand miles away from their home. Charles’s mother should
have the last word in this long account of her son from Boxford which she
does with the two lines she had placed upon his headstone; 
“Now the labourer’s task is o’er
and the battle day is past”.
Turning now to Walter he has the dubious distinction of being the last
person from our five villages whose death is attributed by the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission to the effects of his war service.
We have met Walter Griggs twice before in these articles. He was the father
of Private Ernest Stanley Griggs, who died in the Arras Offensive in May
1917 and Corporal Bertie Griggs, who died in the Battle of Amiens in
August 1918. But in this brief account we meet him again in his own right
as a soldier serving in the War as Corporal Walter Griggs, 275976, 1st/1st
Nottinghamshire Yeomanry (Sherwood Rangers). The shire Yeomanry
regiments were the mounted arm of the Territorial Force. They were
formally established in 1908 out of various militia and volunteer units
dating back in some cases to the late eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries.
Regrettably there are, as far as I can tell, no extant records of Walter’s
service in the Sherwood Rangers so I have no knowledge of when he
enlisted nor when he was discharged. There is one record that suggests
Walter served under another number, 2788, Corps of Hussars, but that
cannot be substantiated, and the Corps of Hussars is simply the grouping of
all the regular cavalry regiments and some of the yeomanry regiments, so it
is too vague to help in placing Walter any more positively.
Irrespective of this, the Sherwood Rangers spent most of the War posted
abroad. They took part in the Gallipoli campaign in 1915, fought in
Salonika on the Balkan front in 1916 and then were moved to Egypt to fight
with the Egypt Expeditionary Force through 1917 and 1918. Depending on
when he enlisted, Walter would have experienced some or all of this active
service. Given that he was closing on 40 years old in 1914, and that he
attained the rank of Corporal, I would suspect that he joined the forces early
on, if not at the beginning, of the War.
What we do know of Walter as a villager is that he was born in 1874 in
Kersey Tye. His father was also Walter, an agricultural labourer born in
Groton in 1845 and his mother was Ann Maria Grimsey, a tailoress, born in
Hadleigh Hamlet in 1843. Walter and Ann Maria married in 1864. Walter
junior appears in the 1891 Census as an agricultural labourer lodging with
George and Emma Rice in Kersey Tye. In 1893 he married Emma Townes,
sometimes spelt Towns. Emma was born on 29th July 1873 in Kersey. Her
mother was also Emma, neé Vince, born in the same village in 1835. Emma
junior’s father, Robert, was an agricultural labourer, born in 1832 in Kersey.
Walter and Emma set up home in Sherbourne Street, probably at what is
now The Maltings, with Walter employed as a poultry man on a farm. They
had four children, all sons. The first was Walter Grimsey, born in 1894, then
Bertie, born in 1895, who were both baptised in St Mary’s Church on 21st
June 1895. In 1897 came Ernest Stanley followed by Victor Harold who was
born on 3rd June 1899. These two sons were also baptised in St Mary’s,
Ernest on 24th November 1897 and Victor on 20th August 1899.
I have spent sometime detailing Walter’s family because to do so enables
us to picture a very ordinary labouring family living on the edge of Boxford.
The 1911 Census gives us more information. Walter senior was still looking
after poultry on a farm, Walter Grimsey was employed as a milk boy on a
farm, Bertie and Ernest were both employed as house boys and Victor was
still at school. This was presumably still the case in 1914, though Walter
Grimsey would by then, being 14, probably have been at work. A little over
six years later at the end of 1920, Emma was left on her own with only her
youngest son, Victor, having lost two sons, aged 20 and 23, in action during
the War, her eldest son to natural causes on 31st August 1920 aged 27 and
her husband in 18th December 1920, aged 47, due to the detrimental effects
upon his health arising from fighting in the War. His name does not appear
on the village memorial, it having been dedicated 2nd October 1919. Walter
is buried in St. Mary’s Churchyard and his grave is marked by a memorial
erected by Emma, which also commemorates her two sons who died on
active service and her eldest son Walter Grimsey (spelt Gremsey) on the
memorial. The memorial is recognised by the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission as marking a war grave and is thus in their care for perpetuity.
Emma remained living in Boxford and can be found as a widower in Swan
Street in the 1939 Register. She died in 1963. Victor married a Mary
Whymark in 1920 and they appear to have had at least one child, Stanley
Victor. In 1939 Victor was running the Cock Inn on the Green in Polstead
and he died in 1983 and Stanley Victor died as recently as 1997.
As an aside, in order to understand better the Griggs family as a whole, I
obtained a copy of Walter Grimsey Griggs death certificate. At the time of
his death he appears to have been living with his youngest and only
remaining brother, Victor, at Parsonage Farm in Stone Street. He died in St.
Leonard’s Hospital in Sudbury and the causes of his death are given as
‘Suppurative arthritis of knee joint’ and (probably) ‘Pythisis’. Suppurative
arthritis is an infection of the fluids in a joint damaged by arthritis. The
infection can spread to the blood. Pythisis was a general term for a
pulmonary disorder, usually, in the 1920s, tuberculosis. The most intriguing

thing is that Walter’s occupation is given as ‘Coal Miner’. Pulmonary
diseases and joint injury are consistent with that occupation, but why and
where was Walter employed as a coal miner? He would have been 20 at the
outbreak of the War, but there is no evidence of him serving in the armed
forces unlike two of his brothers and his father. Did he opt to serve in an
essential civilian occupation? Was he required to do so if he refused military
service when conscription was introduced in January 1916? We shall
probably never know, unless there are relatives of the family who can shed
some light on this enigma.
Both Harold and Charles will be remembered on 13th January at the 11:00
service of Holy Communion at St. Mary’s Church, Boxford.
We are now left with the three last soldiers, whose brief lives we need to
recount to complete this litany of loss that has, so far, stretched across thirty
five articles in the Box River News. Two are men from Edwardstone,
brothers Arthur and Frederick Griggs, and one, George Peggs is from
Newton. We will encounter them next month. Then in March, my final
article will attempt to provide some statistics in respect of the names on our
War Memorials. Thereafter, as did the Western Front in November 1918, I
will fall silent.
Rufus Sweetman
Reepham, Norfolk

Sir
Hear Hear D.Butler!.....

we too are getting this silent assassin let his dog relieve itself on our
driveway, we find it unbelievable! & am thinking of getting a camera
fitted to catch this person, I do believe there is a fine for allowing such
a thing, talking of driveways & the football traffic again!......someone
took it upon themselves to sit on a stool on our driveway & eat there
packed lunch whilst there child was at football!!!, I find this
unbelievable too!, this is the second time this has happened! also
parents insist on banging their children’s  muddy boots all over the
pavements!, but still, nothing will get done about it!...it never does!, &
still the sign doesn’t get put out!, so I’m am just venting & wondering
wether anyone else gets frustrated with it all or is it just me!

A very frustrated....
Homefield resident.

Sir
I would like to wish all my family and friends a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy and Prosperous New Year. I will not be sending cards this
year but instead will be making a donation to the Three Parishes
Response Team

All the very best
Von Wymark

Boxford Community Council
The Editor wishes to thank all those members of the Boxford
Community Council who put so much work into the BRN Social
evening on Thursday 6th December. Their efforts have been rewarded
by the many emails and phone calls I have received from our guests
telling me what a great evening it was.

Thank You
Eddie



MINUTES of the MEETING of BOXFORD PARISH COUNCIL held on
Monday 5th November 2018 at 7.30 p.m. in Bell House, Stone Street
Road, Boxford.  
PRESENT: M Wooderson (Chaired the Meeting), V Strafford, R Balls, A
Sargeant, C Hughes, D Hattrell (Clerk), B Hurren (District Cllr), J Finch
(County Cllr) and 5 members of the public.  J Fincham-Jacques arrived late.     
APOLOGIES: None.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY COUNCILLORS: Nothing was
declared.   
MINUTES OF 8th OCTOBER 2018: Accepted as correct.     
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES: None 
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: M Wooderson and the Parish Council
were thanked for their part in successfully fighting the plans for a second
phase of Goodlands.  The Appeal Decision upheld the Refusal to Grant
Permission.  Attention turned to Boxwood Hall Planning which is intended to
replace a bungalow.  Concern was expressed about the height of the building
proposed.  A representative from the Village Hall explained their plans to
accommodate the bottle banks following removal from the White Hart.  The
Owner of the Fleece was present to answer questions and explained
profitability issues and that he was looking at options to convert part of the
premises to residential in the hope that the pub element will be more
sustainable.  Members had doubts about the potential plans and expressed
their support of the principle of keeping two well managed pubs in the
Village.  Tree work is required in the Churchyard and a quotation was being
obtained.  V Strafford agreed to store the Village Model until a public display
location is found.  The owner of the White Hart was present and explained that
following some building work, it will re-open.          
REVIEW OF ITEMS RAISED BY THE PUBLIC: There was nothing
further to discuss.
COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT:
See General News        
DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORT:
See General News
COOPTION OF MEMBERS: Two written applications were received
ahead of the deadline and were to be discussed following the meeting.   
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN: The printing quotes for the survey were
discussed.  All agreed to proceed with the printing.  A notice will be put in Box
River News.  
CORRESPONDENCE: The correspondence report had been circulated
ahead of the meeting and members had noted the on-going progress of each
item.  The options discussed by County Highways at the recent site meeting
on Cox Hill were discussed.  The Parish Council agreed in principle to option
5 and agreed to seek full details of the work needed together with costs and
timescales - Action Clerk.    
BUS SHELTER: It was agreed to chase Sudbury Community Wardens for a
response.  The problem appears to have shifted to other parts of the village,
but general assistance from the Community Wardens is still valid - Action
Clerk.   
GRIT PROVISION: R Balls agreed to get a quote for grit replenishment -
Action R Balls 
BOTTLEBANK: There was no interest in a bottle bank at the Spinney and
members had heard in the public forum an application being progressed by the
Village Hall to re-locate the banks to their site.  
FINANCE: The Bank balances as at 5th November 2018 were £39082.17
in the Community Account, £13357.38 in the Deposit Account and £48146.85
in the Reserve Account making a total of £100586.40.     
The Annual Risk Assessment Policy was examined and approved.   
The expenditure on the printing of the Housing Needs Survey was proposed
by V Strafford, seconded by J Fincham-Jacques and unanimously carried.
The Church grant will form an Agenda item at the December Meeting (last
year's donation towards insurance costs was £1750) - Action Clerk.  
CEMETERY: The advice from the Heritage team was considered in relation
to the Churchyard Wall.   V Strafford agreed to take photo's and approach
County Highways about the potential to put metal protective posts in white to
match the bridge structure nearby to keep the vehicles away from the
Churchyard wall.  This follows advice from the Heritage team to keep
protective measures in keeping with the street furniture in the vicinity or
nearby villages - Action V Strafford.   
REPORTS AND QUESTIONS FROM CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS:
Further excessive speed was noted in the village and there were safety
concerns at Cygnet Court as a result.  
Meeting closed at 9.30 p.m. 

Planning Meeting Held by Boxford Parish Council at Bell House,
Boxford on Monday 5th November 2018
The following Decisions were advised from the Planning Authorities: - 
A) The Bereley, Cox Hill Erection of replacement dwelling following
demolition of existing dwelling.  Planning Permission had been granted.   
B) Pippettes Farm, Stone Street, Boxford  Conversion of existing barn to
ancillary residential accommodation. Planning Permission had been granted.

C) 22 Swan Street Conditions were approved as discharged relating to
Fenestration.    
D) Old School House, School Hill Reconstruction of entrance gates.  This
application had been withdrawn.  
The following were discussed: - 
1) Boxwood Hall, Butchers Lane, Boxford DC/18/04316 - Application for
detached replacement dwelling and outbuildings following demolition of
existing and change of use of agricultural land to residential garden land.  
The Parish Council objected due to the disproportionate size and scale and the
visual impact on its surroundings.      
2) Melody House, 26 Cox Hill DC/18/04552 - Application for a two storey
front extension and alterations to fenestration.  No Objections  
3) 9 Broad Street - DC/18/04620 - Application for works to trees in
Conservation Area. No Objections.
4) Goodlands Appeal - V Strafford led a vote of thanks to M Wooderson for
all his efforts and skilled hard work in relation to successfully defending the
Appeal.  The files were put in Bell House for future reference.   

Parish Council Matters





This time last year I wrote a series of three articles about
Gainsborough’s painting of ‘”Woodland Setting with Peasant Resting”.
I will now widen, and shift, my focus to the context of Georgian
England in which Gainsborough and Boxford existed. Many aspects
recorded then are recognisable now.
An early description says “Boxford… is situated in a fertile and highly
cultivated valley, between two brooks, which unite a little below it. The
parish consists of ninety-nine houses and 536 inhabitants. The town,
consisting of several streets, carries on a considerable trade in malt and
has a manufactory for dressing sheep and deer skins.” Furthermore,”
Here are two yearly fairs, on Easter Monday and December 21.”
(Suffolk or Original Delineations by Frederick Schoberl  1818).
Much of what is described would have existed in the previous century
along with many other features for which the 18th Century is noted.
This included the introduction of small shops, and the construction of
brick built dwellings of a variety which ranged from the smallest
dwellings of one or two rooms, to the largest, which contained many
rooms, often dedicated to specific functions. Shops too would be
specialised- butchers, bakers, dairies, shoe shops, general provisions-
and some of these were present in Boxford where they would, in some
cases, be visited on a daily basis. In addition there was a forge, inns and
public houses, mills and a Grammar School. Many of the non-brick
built dwellings, including those containing shops, were painted white.
(See Gainsborough’s St Mary’s Church, Hadleigh)
Boxford was not isolated; it was set within, and responded too, a
national, even international, context. If not the village shops
themselves, most certainly in and around the village itself, there were
individuals who had access to, and availed themselves of, the goods
provided by the expansion of trade in the 18th Century. Goods such as
sugar, tobacco and calico came from the West Indies and America,
while from the East, tea, coffee and spices arrived. Not only, of course,
was there an influx of goods but there had been an export of local
products, such as wool.
Where trade flowed so too did ideas and individuals.
The 17th Century witnessed the outflow of Puritans to the New World
in the West where they saw a future of tolerance and opportunity that
was perceived and realised in commercial terms as well as spiritual. In
the 18th Century the Hanoverian Kings became established which led
to a period of political and religious stability that was reflected in
growth, innovation and prosperity. An uneasy acceptance and tolerance
grew between Catholics and Protestants.
It was in this culture and social world that Gainsborough pursued his
career. His observations captured elements of the changes taking place
in Suffolk and his landscapes, in the main, provide a record of what
Suffolk, including around Boxford, was like. His record of 18th
Century Suffolk depicted the polar opposites of the poor or the
wealthy. He rarely painted elements of the urban setting. Not for him
were the tradesmen, craftsman and service providers such as millers
and carriers that were steadily increasing in line with the expanding
economy. Unlike Hogarth, who also depicted the poor and the wealthy,
he did not portray dysfunction and excess and rarely real hardship. (
see the late Cottage Girl with Dog and Pitcher)
Gainsborough’s landscapes consist mostly of woodland (which does

not imply that Suffolk was mostly woodland, just as the absence of
townscapes does not imply there were no towns). These views picture
a variety of human activities including travel on foot, horseback or
cart; the collecting or transportation of wood; the use of the woodland
for recreational or social pursuits; the presence and tending of livestock
or animals in the woodland environment. Travel is along woodland
paths or rutted lanes and streams are forded with occasionally a low
wooden bridge for pedestrians. Dwellings are isolated, small, in the
main, with brick chimneys and coarse thatch. They rarely appear to be
of brick construction but have the characteristics of wattle and daub.
They are frequently cabin like dwellings with no upper storey and
perhaps only two rooms. The door opens directly into the habitation.
There is no sign of cultivation of gardens around the dwelling but there
is evidence that pigs were kept by some. There seems no indication of
boundaries: fences and hedges are absent. This seems like pre-
enclosure common land. Occasionally more substantial dwellings
which I take as farmhouses have been painted; one even has a working
yard depicted beside it. (Landscape with Milkmaid)
In the landscape “Woodland Setting…”which I discussed last year,
there is, in the distance, a church, together with a few houses.  Fields
in front of the church are full with ripening crops. Beyond the

BOXFORD IN THE 18TH CENTURY woodland, which contains some figures is a more cultivated,
productive landscape. This cultivated landscape is shown in greater
detail in the portrait of Mr and Mrs Andrews.

In their portrait their land is characterised by enclosed spaces, an
untended flock of sheep on rich pasture, with a precisely drilled field
which has produced a plentiful harvest. In the background the Suffolk
countryside seems expansive and full of further possibilities. Only the
sky is threatening and has the capability to spoil the gathered crop. The
woodland and the characters which populate it are far away.

A second portrait, of three coevals, Muilmann, Crokatt and Keable
contains, I think, a further reference to the new ways of working the
land. The three appear cultured and educated- in fact two are very
wealthy, with a wealth based upon foreign trade.(See James
Hamillton’s “Gainsborough A Portrait”)  But what is growing at their
feet- could it be turnip? If so, was Gainsborough mocking them? I
think not. This was a commissioned portrait and turnip growing was a
respected innovation introduced into the practice of crop rotation
which impacted upon soil productivity and provided cattle feed in
winter. When corn crops failed it provided food for the poor. Perhaps
this was a statement that these members of the mercantile class were
overtaking the landed gentry despite their improvements.

Another source of information about 18th Century Boxford society
comes from the pen of the Reverend Church.

I have mentioned before Reverend Church’s interest in
developments in contemporary arts and sciences. From a letter he
wrote in 1735, the year he was appointed rector of Groton and
Boxford, it becomes clear that he had undertaken a cultural tour, the so
called Grand Tour, of the lowlands- The Netherlands, Germany and
France- which became an increasingly popular activity for wealthy
young men during the 18th Century. His account of his tour, providing
insight into what he did, together with our knowledge of what he read,
creates a fuller picture of an important and influential figure in the
Boxford community. (Illustrations of the Literary History of the 18th
Century by John Nichols)

Where did he go, and what memories and experiences did he bring
back to share with his congregation? He mentions, firstly, visiting
Chantilly and Versailles where he saw bears, wolves, camels, ostriches
and lions. He then visits the Paleis Het Loo connected with the Dutch
House of Orange. Understandable really, considering that William of
Orange had been King of England from 1689 to 1702.    He then
travelled to Wesel in Germany where he watched the King of Prussia’s
soldiers before travelling to Cologne and Dusseldorf where he saw an
‘invaluable’ collection of pictures. From there he travelled extensively
in France where he read – in French- items written by Mary Stuart
including her will, written shortly before her beheading. By 1745, in a
letter written in Boxford to an acquaintance, it is clear that he was also
something of an antiquarian, helping, as he did, a draper in the locality
dispose of a library of 2000 books that he had purchased.

Together, Thomas Gainsborough and the Reverend John Church
provide a personal view of parts of the Suffolk landscape and society.
Other evidence exists, fortunately, but it is generally in the form of
legal documents. Their personal testimonies by brush or pen give a
unique vibrancy and relevance to our knowledge of our local area at
this time. Perhaps there are some more testimonies to be found.
Nicholas Bristow



BOX RIVER BENEFICE
MAKE UP OF PARISH COUNCILS 2015 – 2019

BOXFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Roger Balls 19 Daking Avenue 210136
Julian Fincham-Jacques 42 Homefield 210376
Hugh Phillips 1 Boxford Lane 211729
Vince Strafford The Old Schoolhouse 211026
Andrew Sargeant The Annexe 18 Stone St 210661
Phil Waller
Mathew Wooderson Birdsong 16 Goodlands 211204
Clerk Debbie Hattrell 210943
District Councillor Bryn Hurren 210854
County Councillor James Finch 01206 263649

EDWARDSTONE PARISH COUNCIL
Clare Britcher Tudor Cottage, Mill Green 211234
Melanie Childs Edwardstone Lodge            07952 956417 
Paul Clarke Hazel Cottage, Mill Green 210689
Phil Baker Mulberry Farm, Round Maple       211452
Shirley Flack Mill Cottage, Mill Green 210050
Sharron Norman Dormers, Sherbourne Street 210386
David Williams Lodge Farm House              07447403041
Clerk Richard Jones 01473 828246
District Councillor Bryn Hurren 210854
County Councillor James Finch 01206 263649

GROTON PARISH COUNCIL
Nick Cox 3 Groton Place, Groton Street        210339
Adam Dixon-Smith Castlings Hall, Castlings Heath    210007
Piers Roberts Brook House 210619
Roland Cheeseman     1 Rose Barn, Daisy Grn      07770 237921
Debbie Wills                 Doggetts Groton Street 210484
Clerk Vacant
District Councillor Bryn Hurren 210854
County Councillor James Finch 01206 263649

LITTLE WALDINGFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
Stewart Braybrook Cypress House, Church Road      247043
Barbara Campbell Vice Chairman Appleton House, Church Road
Matt Foster Surprise Cottage, Church Road         07779  003635
Tim Sheppard
Alan Wells
Chris White
Clerk. Simon Ashton
District Councillors Frank Lawrenson

Margaret Maybury
County Councillor Colin Spence

NEWTON PARISH COUNCIL
Russell Bower 4 Nicholsons Court
Sue Crawte South Hill, Church Road
Jonathan Parker 2 Hall Cottages, Church Road
Colin Poole Stow Cottage, Sudbury Road
Paul Presland Redwoods, Church Road 379204
Rita Schwenk 1 Assington Road 210838
Philip Taylor Trotts Cottage, Boxford     211265
Clerk. Adrian Beckham 373725
District Councillor Lee Parker
County Councillor James Finch 01206 263649

South Suffolk Member of Parliament
James Cartlidge MP
House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA
Tel: 020 7219 3000
james.cartlidge.mp@parliament.uk

The sad news that Cecil passed away peacefully on 3rd December at the
grand age of 92 means that Boxford has lost a local legend who made an
immense contribution to the village during his life.
Cecil Charles Hughes was born in May 1926. His parents, George and
Jessie, lived in Stone Street close to where the by-pass is now. He was one
of six children and was educated mainly at Boxford school which he left
at the age of 14.

He then did various jobs
including delivering bread
for Peacheys, the local
bakers. In 1942 he joined the
Air Training Corps as his
ambition was to join the
RAF but, when he reached
the age of 18, he was called
up to the Army. After his
basic training with the
Suffolk Regt, he was sent
with them to France, to
reinforce the advance after D
Day. He was quickly
transferred to the 9th
Parachute Battallion for the
advance across the River

Rhine and then rapidly across Germany to counter the Russian advance. A
transfer to the Royal Ulster Rifles followed for peace-keeping duties in
Italy and Austria, until he was discharged in late 1947.
On his return to Boxford, like many others, he worked for Kingsburys
builders. He was with them for 30 years until they ceased trading and he
then worked night-shifts at CAV in Sudbury and built his present house,
with help from former colleagues, during the day!
Cecil married Daphne Knock at Nedging in 1955 and they lived at
Homefield, where Gillian was born and then to his self built bungalow
Driftway, where Robert was born.
He became a Parish Councillor in 1952 and has continued to serve Boxford
for 66 years, being involved with the acquisition of the Playing Field, the
planning of the new estates and campaigning for the by-pass which
included meeting the Prime Minister at the time, Harold Wilson. Cecil has
always “kept an eye on things” and his knowledge of past developments in
the village has been an invaluable help to the Parish Council over the
years.When Boxford in the USA celebrated the US bicentennial, Cecil and
Olive Tarbet were sent over to represent our village. He has also been a
member of most village organizations and really enjoyed the village
occasions organised by the Community Council. His last “celebrity”
appearance was, appropriately, at the moving Drumhead Service on
Remembrance Day.
Cecil received The MBE for services
to the community in 2005 and
typically stated that the honour was
also “ for all the Parish Councillors
that I have worked with over the
years”. When he met the Duchess of
Cornwall at a D Day reunion and she
noticed his MBE, he told her that “I
got this from your mother-in-law”.
Cecil returned to France on many
occasions for reunions and became a
much loved celebrity there as well,
culminating in him being awarded
the Legion d’Honneur in 2015.He
will be greatly missed by his French
friends and his old comrades from
the war.
After the sad loss of his wife,

Daphne, Cecil benefitted from the
love and care of his family,two
children, six grandchildren and six great grandchildren. He eventually
embarked upon a social life which would exhaust most of us, gaining a
host of new friends and admirers.
Cecil was a real “Boxford Boy”, quiet, modest but very determined and
always with a twinkle in his eye. He was so proud of his family for the love
and support that they gave him and I know that they are justly proud of him
and his achievements. Our thoughts and sympathy are them at this sad
time. The Parish Council
Cecil’s Funeral will take place on Monday 7th January at 10am at Boxford
Church. It was his wish that all his friends, colleagues and acquaintances
would come and celebrate his life. His family would love to meet everyone
at Stoke by Nayland Golf Club afterwards.

CECIL HUGHES MBE



BOXFORD VILLAGE HALL AVAILABLE TO HIRE
FOR WEDDING RECEPTIONS, PRIVATE FUNCTIONS, PARTIES OR MEETINGS

FULLY LICENSED, BAR NOW AVAILABLE

To book or for further information
Please contact Veronica Hobbs 01787 211529

Services Directory

ALTERATIONS, 
CLOTHING & CURTAINS

Need your curtains shortened 
or relined?

Most clothing alterations possible
No job too small

Local reliable & experienced service.
Call Shirley

for more information and prices

Phone: 01787 211880

BY THE LOAD OR BAG



Services Directory

W. A.Deacon
Funeral Services

An Independent Family Company
dedicated to your service.
Established over fifty years.

Golden Charter pre-paid arrangements available. 
Private Chapel of Rest

Norman Way, High Street, Lavenham, 
Sudbury CO10 9PY

24-Hour Telephone Service
01787 248282 & 248147

The Local
Self Storage
Company

For all domestic and
business needs
See website for details

www.boxstore.co.uk
or phone 01787 210350

David Folkard
BLOCKBUSTERS
Drain Clearance

Sinks, Toilets, Drains
Sewers etc.

Hadleigh  01473 827426

BBOOXXSSTTOORREE

S. J. HURRELL
PLUMBING &
HEATING

• Bathroom Design & Installation
• Gas & Oil Central Heating Systems
• Kitchen Supply & Installation

Telephone: 01787 249081 Mobile: 07970 163084

Bradshaw Trenching Ltd
Trenching & Groundwork Contractors 

Drainage Fencing
Water mains Manage construction
Irrigation systems Foundations / concreting
Cable ducting Site clearance 

Tel: 01787 210 499 Mob: 07810 801 021
www.bradshawtrenching.co.uk

P.D.Garner
Plastering Services
Telephone: 01206 262207 
Mobile: 07976 246713

13 Elmtree Lane, Leavenheath, Colchester CO6 4UL

A Tennent Electrical
Quality Electrics for Domestic, Commercial

and Industrial properties
Small jobs to complete re-wires

For a free estimate call Adrian on 
01787 211576  Mobile 07968 856765
e.mail adrian.tennent@btinternet.com

1 Church Street, Boxford, Sudbury

N D Rose
Int/Ext Decorating

• Gutters Cleaned/Repaired/Replaced
• Wall/Floor Tiling

• General Building Maintenance
Telephone 01787 211042 

Mobile 07518 040465
3 Fen Street, Boxford, CO10 5HL

We carry out all aspects
of tree works

SUFFOLK TREE SERVICES
www.suffolktreeservices.co.uk

Seasoned Firewood &
Woodchip For Sale

01787 319200
The Gardener

M.D SERVICES
WINDOW CLEANING
Grass/Hedge cutting 
General maintenance 

call Mark
01787 211426 
07803 169647

m.dservices1@yahoo.com

Gary: 07810 801021 Office: 01787 211775
Lee: 07747 804579  e.mail: bcweldingfabrication@gmail.com

Gary & Lee

Hedges and Lawns
Digging, Rotavating &
Overgrowth Clearance

Telephone:
(Boxford)  01787 210254

HOWARD WATTS
Automotive

Sales and Service at
Riddelsdell Bros Ltd (Est 1900)
ELLIS SREET, BOXFORD, CO10 5HH

01787 210318
07836 353537

www.howardwatts.co.uk  info @howardwatts.co.uk

Orwell Removals & Storage
PACKING, MOVING, STORAGE

PIANO MOVES
HOUSE CLEARANCE

SINGLE ITEMS
INTERNAL MOVES
TEL 01206 671681
OR 01473411531



Services Directory

CARPENTRY & JOINERY
Purpose made doors, windows,
conservatories, fitted kitchens,

bedroom furniture, etc.
No job too small          M Hearnden
Tel: 01787 248285 / 07850 196891

B P LAMBERT R.S.S.

BLACKSMITH
Makers of Boxford Beacon & Groton Sign

Telephone 01787 210634
Mobile: 07866 596121

EST 1977

Country Cars 
Private Hire

Local and Long Distance
Airports - theatres - Restaurants -

Weddings
Contact: Dave Howard

TTeelleepphhoonnee::   0011220066  226622119966
MMoobbii llee::   0077776677  007766997766

Polstead Based

Darren Howe - Qualified Carpenter & Joiner
All Aspects of Carpentry Undertaken

• Handmade Kitchens & Fitted Wardrobes
• Fitted Kitchens

• Doors Made and Hung
• Floors & Laminates

• Balustrading, Decking and much more
Call me for a free No Obligation Quotation 

on 07795 345466 or email me at
howies@hotmail.co.uk

Fully Qualified and part P Registered
All types of eletrical works undertaken

Nojob too small • Very competative prices

Office Tel: 01787 373558
Ken Mobile: 07702 358802

109 Bures Road • Great Cornard • Suffolk • CO10 0JE

Ken Grime & Son Ltd
Electrical Contractors

ROGER MEEKINGS
Plumbing and heating Engineer

Local established tradesman 
with 40 years experience

Tel: 01787 210287

HELPING HANDS
Weeding - Shrub Shaping
Borders - Hedges and Lawns
Re-Planting Pots Etc. 

Contact Daniele, 
Boxford 01787 210254
Pressure Washing

Paths - Patios - Drives

Find us on Facebook

STIRLING
PAINTERS &

DECORATORS
THIS FATHER AND SON TEAM BETWEEN

THEM HAVE 60 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE
TRADE, WOULD LIKE TO GIVE YOU A FREE
ESTIMATE FOR EXTERNAL AND INTERNAL

REDECORATION OFYOUR PROPERTY
WE DO NOT USE SUB-CONTRACT LABOUR

WE ONLY USE THE BEST MATERIALS
WETREAT YOUR PROPERTY 

AS IF ITWAS OUR OWN
WE ARE PROFESSIONALS

TEL: 01255 688104  MOBILE: 07866 734519

HHaaddlleeiigghh  HHaaiirrlloooomm
7788  ––  8800  HHiigghh  SSttrreeeett,,  HHaaddlleeiigghh

0011447733  882222119911
WWaallkk--iinn  FFaammiillyy  SSaalloonn

Catering to the entire familyʼs hairdressing needs    
*Easy Access  *Family Friendly * Free Wi-Fi *
Comfortable Waiting Area with Toys and TV.

Monday Wednesday & Friday: 9 – 5.30 
Tuesday 9 – 7.00* Thursday 9 – 8.00*

Saturday 8.30 – 4.00

Tea/Coffee and Cakes for the grown ups

9-11.00am      £2.50 per family

Local Piano Teacher
Highly qualified and experienced, 

offers lessons to all ages and abilities
Whether you wish to take grades 

or play your favourite pieces
I can tailor lessons to suit you.

Call Sue on 01787 210913

It costs only
£55 a year to advertise

in this space
01787 211507

ed.kench@btinternet.com

Flowers by Paula
Arrangements for all occasions 

and more.

Boxford 01787 827931/0757 2129672
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Jayne Foster
Groton

Telephone: 01787 211360

K.E.Jones & Son
BUILDING SERVICES Ltd. Est 1970
01787 312345 mobile: 07932 618459

Abbey House • Rectory Road • Newton Green
Sudbury • Suffolk • CO10 0QZ

www.jones-builders.co.uk

A family business looking after 
all your property needs!

• New Build
• Extensions
• Specialising in period properties
• Renovations
• General Building
• Refurbishments

Services Directory

CCOOMMMMAANNDD
PPEESSTT  CCOONNTTRROOLL
&&  HHYYGGEENNEE  SSEERRVVIICCEESS

Complete Pest Control service
including Premises Contracts.
12 month Protection from Infestation.

All Pest control work undertaken
• Coverage of East Anglia •

• 24hr Emergency Service • Professional Back-up •
• Quality Control Manager and Field Biologist •

CCOOMMMMAANNDD  PPEESSTT  CCOONNTTRROOLL
Unit 4. College Farm, Church Lane, 

Preston St. Mary, Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 9NG
Tel: (01787) 248049  Fax: (01787) 247113

We supply most Pest Control, Timber
Treatment, & Ind Cleaning

Chemicals, Shotgun Cartridges &
Pest Control Equipment

Box Rubbishl

Mobile Skip
Rubbish Clearance

With Labour
Mini Skip Service

Waste Bags
2,3,4 Yard Skips
01787 211289

www.boxrubbishremoval.co.uk

Boxford Lane Joinery
With the benefit of over 35 Years experience.

Specialist Manufacturers and Installers of
Bespoke:
Kitchens

Wardrobes and Household Furniture
Staircases • Architectural Joinery

Windows, Doors and Conservatories.
All finished/Sprayed/Polished 

in House if required.
A full fitting and Carpentry service 

is also available.

Contact: Greg Deeks: 01206 263525 
or mobile: 07977 738649

or Brett Deeks: 01206 626981
or mobile: 07969 524124.

email: boxfordlanejoinery@hotmail.co.uk

C D Lawson
Building & Hard Landscaping

01787 211429   mobile: 07730885019

13 Boxford Lane, Boxford, CO10 5JU
email: lawsondian@btinternet.com

• All Building work • 
• Maintenance •

• Alterations • Extensions • 
• Driveways • Drainage • 
• Patios • Fences etc.•

Professional and Reliable service at
competitive rates

A.H.S
Timber Gardens

Fencing
Landscaping

Garden creations/makeovers
Estate/Woodland management

Tree care
Garden maintenance 

For a free quote or advice 
call Andrew Martin

01787 211671      07786434315

www.ahstimbergardens.co.uk

● Domestic Painting Services
● Garden maintenance and
clearances ● General DIY ●
competitive prices and a

friendly and efficient service
Please contact Richard

07800 657286
rjsmaintenance@outlook.com

RJSPaintingandMaintenance

583828
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Frank Matthews
Upholsterer

All Upholstery work
undertaken
Free Estimates

Telephone: 01787 311133

Homefield
Sheds and Shelters

Quality Leisure Buildings
Made to your requirements

Telephone: 01787 211485

Check us out
01787 210007

www.dovebarn.com
We look forward to hearing from you

Water Works
(Darren May & Mark Jochan)

Plumbing & Heating Engineers 
Plumbing emergencies

Bathrooms • Showers • Tiling
Central Heating Systems & Upgrades

20 Years Experience
Free Estimates   Friendly Efficient Service

No Call Out Fee
Phone: 01473 827690, or  01394 410175

Mobile: 07769696958 Mobile 07886389995

M.K 
Carpentry & Building Services

Extensions – Renovations –
Carpentry – Plumbing – Electrics –
Plastering – Tiling
All types of building works undertaken.

Please Contact Mike Kerr:
Tel: 01473 822501  Mob: 07525 160330
E-mail: mkbuilders@hotmail.co.uk

WHITWELL 
SERVICES

Established 1979
Oil Fired Heating Engineer

Service • Maintainance
Installation • Oil Tank
Replacement Service 

24Hour Breakdown Service

Call:
01787 210277 
07956 652264

It costs only
£55 a year to advertise

in this space
01787 211507

ed.kench@btinternet.com

Tree Surgeon Tel: 01787 228341
07515 288736

info@blaketreecare.co.uk
www.blaketreecare.co.uk

Providing excellence in;
Tree Felling  - Canopy Reduction - Hedge
Cutting
Tree Shaping and pruning - Stump Grinding
Pollarding - Emergency Storm Damage
Free Consultation for Small and Large Jobs  
Public Liability Insurance

Blake Tree Care



Services Directory

SHERBOURNE LODGE COTTAGES
Two self-catering cottages former  

stable blocks offer fully equipped 
and well furnished accommodation. 
Each sleeps 2-4 people 
(one can accommodate 6). 

For further details please call: 
01787 210885

Beaumont Cars
LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE TRAVEL

PROMPT AND RELIABLE SERVICE
HADLEIGH BASED

AIRPORT AND FERRY TRANSFERS
RAILWAY STATIONS, HOSPITALS

Call Les
07850 318582

AERIAL VIEW
• TV,FM & DAB aerials 'Freeview, Freesat & Sky

• Motorised satellite Satellite Broadband
• Repairs & upgrades  Extra points and magic eyes

• TV wall mounting
Please call for other services

01787 311057
Make the switch to digital with confidence

Or visit www.aerial-installers.co.uk

Andy Morgan
Painter & Decorator
S.E.P.painters

Tel.: 01787 375824 • Mobile 07748 800701
andy@seppainters.co.uk

For all your interior and exterior decorating ...
...from New Build to Period Properties

Your satisfaction is my speciality!
Detailed information on my website:

www.seppainters.co.uk

H Byham & Son Ltd
Ballingdon Dairy, Sudbury
Deliveries of Dairy Produce and

Goods to Boxford and
Surrounding Villages

Tel: 01787 372526

Suffolk Medical & 
Beauty Clinic

All Beauty Therapy Treatments
Laser Permanent Hair Removal
Anti - Wrinkle Injections
Thread vein treatment
Skin Rejuvenation
Dermal Fillers
Mole and Skin Checks
Dermaroller/Pen
Medical Microdermabrasion

www.suffolkmedicalclinic.co.uk
6 Broad Street. Boxford

01787 211000

MCFHP MAFHP

M; 07515 288736
O; 01787 228341

E; info@blaketreecare.com
Providing excellence in;

Tree Felling  - Canopy Reduction 
Hedge Cutting

Tree Shaping and pruning - Stump Grinding
Pollarding - Emergency Storm Damage

Free Consultation for Small and Large Jobs  
Public Liability Insurance

Jason Folkard
Mob 07901 845793  Email jrfencing@btinternet.com

UPHOLSTERER
FURNITURE RESTORER

Armchairs, Sofas Dining Chairs etc
Fabric book available

No job too small
Phone Alan 07706840060 Boxford

ah7walsh@gmail.com

SANDRA HANSCOMB
DipFH MCFP MAFHP

Qualified Foot Health Professional & Registered Nurse
FOOT CARE SERVICE IN YOUR OWN HOME

Corns,Callus, Fungal and Painful Nails, Nail
Cutting & Filing and care of the diabetic foot.
Phone  for details: Mobile:  07941 127501 

Tel 01787310872 
feetleg stoes@gmail.com 
messages will be returned.

~ Home Tutoring Service ~
Qualified teacher with 10 yearsʼ experience within

KS1/2 available to support and consolidate learning
across the curriculum with after school and weekend

sessions. Focused SATs booster sessions offered
Please contact me to discuss your childʼs

requirements on 07909 555176 
or mrsjofrancis@hotmail.com

£20-25 per hour.  
~ Inspiring, Reliable, dedicated ~

Colne Valley Windows
Your local double glazing company

Windows • Doors • Conservatories, 
Bi-Folding Doors • Soffits • Facias and
Guttering • uPVC and Aluminium • Shop
Fronts • Manual and Automatic Entrances

and much more!!

Transferable 10 Year Insurance
Backed Guarantee
Over 30 Years Experience
Free Quotation
Local Family Run Business

To arrange a free quotation
please call us on 01787 827382
Website: www.colnevalleywindows.co.uk
Email: info@colnevalleywindows.co.uk

Certified Company 36650
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• All types of Grasscutting undertaken •
• Commercial and Domestic •
• Contract or otherwise •
• Grounds Maintenance • 

• Hedges • Trees • Fencing • Patios • 
• Drives • Pergodas •

FOR A FREE QUOTE RING MARTIN ON
Tel: 01787 210675  Mobile” 07932 477152

LAWNS FIELDS AND GARDENS
Established 1991

Paul Cooper
CHIMNEY SWEEP
• Solid Fuel  • Wood Burners
• Inglenooks  • Oil - Gas

Bird Guards & Cowls supplied and fitted
(Traditional Sweep for your wedding)

Tel: 01473 787374
Member of the National Association

of Chimney Sweeps & HETAS approved

ONLY OILONLY OIL
OIL BOILER ENGINEERSOIL BOILER ENGINEERS

Why pay more for your servicing, breakdowns &
commissioning?

Call us now for a very competitive quote! 

NO V.A.T.
Tel: 01787 313250
Or 01473 827792

AL
• Choose in the comfort 

of your own home or office
• Free quotes and insurance estimates

• 35 years  ̓flooring experience
• Excellent fitting service

CONTACT LIONEL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
(DAY OR EVENING)

THE ULTIMATE PERSONAL, PROFESSIONAL,
COMPETITIVELY PRICED SERVICE

CARPETS, VINYLS AND WOOD
LIONEL HATCH FLOORS

YOUR LOCAL PROFESSIONAL FLOORING SPECIALIST

TEL: 01787 374163 MOBILE: 07766 026875
EMAIL: lionelhatchfloors@tiscali.co.uk

For all your cleaning and housekeeping
requirements.
I can provide a friendly, reliable and
personalised service with full insurance. 
I am happy to discuss your individual needs 
to suit you.
Tel: 01787 371486 or 07788 563062
Email: joleeks@rocketmail.com

JOANNEʼS HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES

Quality Painting and Decorating

Interior & Exterior, 

Tiling and General Maintenance

Carpentry, General Building work

Alterations and Renovations
www.pjhpropertymaintenance.co.uk

6 HADLEIGH ROAD, BOXFORD, SUDBURY CO10 5JH

TELEPHONE: 01787 212366

AK SMITH
PLASTERING (EST 1986)

CEILINGS, WALLS, FLOORS, 
PLASTERBOARDING.
NO JOB TOO SMALL.
For references soo our website:
www.aksmithplastering.co.uk 
ASSINGTON 01787 212352 

Mobile: 07808027116

SAMʼS K9 Services
Experienced dog walker and trainer, good rate, fully
insured, qualified and have my first aid for dogs.

Not only am I a dog walker but I'm also a qualified dog trainer. I'm
able to help with a wide range of behavioural and training issues.
My methods of training are up to date and force free. whether you
need help as a first time puppy owner, or your dog is showing signs

of aggression or you need help with training problems such as 
lead pulling 

please call me on 07939563282.

RRDDPP
PPRROOPPEERRTTYY  SSEERRVVIICCEESS

Plumbing & Heating
Painting  & Decorating

General Repairs 
& Maintenance

Tel/ 01787827931

Mobile/ 07572130029



Back Row: LtoR Nanny Nora (David Phillips) Clarion (Peter Korabik) Polish (Josef Thompson) Queen Beryl (Angela Tolputt) 
Princess Natalia (Emily Harding) Prince Leopold (Emily Barlow) King Harold (James Tolputt) Spit (Sam Tolputt) Trumpet (Tony Murphy) 

Narator (Monica Murphy)
Front Row: LtoR Grace (Jane Elliot) Harmonia (Alison Barlow) Melinda the Malvolent (Elaine Horne) Fairy Godmother (Elaine Carpenter) 

Venus (Francis Korabik) Favor (Margaret Clapp) Spinning Wheel Lady (Cheryl Claydon) Grunt (Steve Claydon)

This years Drama Group Panto ‘Sleeping Beauty’, was without doubt one
of Joe Barrett’s best, but then he could not go far wrong when supported by
such a great team. It would be wrong of me to pick out any individual
performance, they were all quite brilliant. I am a little deaf and this time I
did not miss a single word. I will say a few words about the relatively new
comers, they have improved their stage presence and projection 100% and
should be proud of their performances.
We look forward to the Drama Groups 2019 productions.
In March we have ‘Prepare to meet thy Tomb’ . The Tomb family are in
the business of murder., a family wjo play together and Slay together.
May sees a new musical by Bill Horne ‘Up From the Ashes’ WW1 story
with the female workforce of Laithwaites Horse Blanket Co towards the
end of the war.
In September another play ‘Love Letters’ . A 50 year relationship between
2 people who loved but never married through their notes, cards and letters

Photoʼs Trudi Wild


