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Our 27th Annual Fun & Games Night held on Saturday 27th January
proved to be yet again a very enjoyable, sociable, hectic and at times very
competitive evening, which seemed to be enjoyed by all whether regular
competitors or several new teams this year. For those of you who may not
have heard the outcome, the top three places were:
1st A NEW LEASE OF LIFE
2nd TRI HARDER 
3rd THE CYCLEPATHS
A very big thank you to everyone who helped with this event, which
requires a lot of hard work: organising teams and helpers, buying all the
food and drink, preparing the food, serving behind the bar, printing all the
tickets, score sheets and rules, setting the games up, manning each game
and clearing up afterwards. We are indebted to all who helped in any way,
as we could not have done it without you. Thank you also to all the local
businesses and individuals
who kindly donated raffle
prizes, which is much
appreciated. Finally, thank
you to the 12 teams who took
part and we hope you all
enjoyed the evening, which is
essentially about having fun.
It also helps us with our
fundraising, where the funds
are then granted out to
organisations in the local
villages and help fund events
such as the Senior Citizens
Outing. We look forward to
seeing you all again next year!
Boxford Community Council 

BOXFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL FUN & GAMES NIGHT

The Winners, ‘New Lease of Life with captain Angela Tolputt holding the trophy
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Friday 20 March 8.00 £18
Pete Oxley & Nicolas Meier
Pete and Nicholas have been performing as a duo since 2011.

They launched their scintillating double album “Colours of Time”,
with 10 tracks of duets and 8 of quartets, in February 2017. That
April the duo performed at Fleece, as part of a 59 gig, 5 nation tour
themed around the album. It was one of the highlights of the year,
so be prepared for a big crowd to greet the whole quartet.
Ralph is a classically trained cellist and multi-instrumentalist, at
home from early music to modern jazz.
Paul studied at Berklee College of Music. This sensitive drummer is
a popular, frequent performer at Fleece Jazz with a variety of
bands.
“This duet of guitar virtuosi comes close to perfection. Their roots
lie in jazz, but they cover a whole bunch of genres…….. Latin,
Middle Eastern, English pastoral and their own brand of simply
music” - John Fordham, The Guardian. 
Friday 30 March 8.00 £16
Matt Wates Sextet
"A seriously good band containing six of Britain's finest jazz
musicians, regardless of age or style" - Dave Gelly, Observer
Matt Wates alto sax, Steve Fishwick trumpet, Steve Main tenor sax,
Leon Greening piano, Malcolm Creese bass, Matt Skelton drums
Friday 6 April 8.00 £18
Ed Jones
"A formidable saxophonist... he's an improviser to his fingertips, a
player of forceful imagination, and one of the UK's most distinctive
saxophonists." - John Fordham

To buy tickets for any gig, obtain further information or add your name
to the mailing list please telephone the BOX OFFICE:

01787 211865
All cheques (with S.A.E. please) to:

Jazz at the Fleece, 18 The Causeway, Boxford, Suffolk CO10 5JR

Sunday 4  March 8.00 £25
Alec Dankworth All Star Quintet and Georgia
Mancio/Chris Allard Duo
Celebrating Fleece Jazz's 25th
Anniversary with the top of the British
jazz tree. See Above

Friday 20 March 8.00 £20
Julian Siegel
“Siegelʼs tunes are a mix of fiendish, time-twisting grooves,
building riffs and brightly hummable melodies . . .” - Edward
Randell Music OMH
Julian Siegel sax, Liam Noble piano, Oli Hayhurst bass, Gene
Calderazzo drums
Julian Siegel is an in-demand saxophonist on the British and
European Jazz scene. He has played with the best, and has co-led
the influential group Partisans with guitarist Phil Robson for the last
eighteen years. In 2007, Julian was awarded the BBC Jazz Award
for Best Instrumentalist; in 2011, the Julian Siegel Quartet won the
Jazz Award in the London Festival Fringe Awards for Art and
Performance; in 2017, the Quartet was awarded a prestigious
showcase at the JazzAhead Festival in Bremen.
"Julian Siegel, the classically trained multi-instrumentalist who in
the 90's blossomed into one of Europe's leading jazz player-
composers, plays most reed instruments ... but he approaches the
tenor saxophone with a special forensic aplomb" - John Fordham

For 25 years, Fleece Jazz has been presenting the best in UK, European
and world modern jazz weekly. The stars that have illuminated our stage
are too numerous to relate, but they range from international stars such as
Jamie Cullum, Clare Teal and Stan Tracey to many brilliant young
musicians, the stars of the future.
To celebrate our anniversary, and the 1200 gigs we have loved, we are
presenting a Sunday afternoon of top UK jazz, at our home, Stoke by
Nayland Hotel. 
We start off at 2pm with singer Georgia Mancio, of whom The Observer
said “[Mancio] has everything covered – technical mastery, expressive
range and a remarkable versatility – FOUR STARS”. She is joined by
guitarist  Chris Allard, noted by Jazzwise for delivering “Full-blooded
solos...right on the money” , and Jamie Cullum believes that Chris is
“One of the great guitarists in this country”.
Then at 3:30pm until about 6pm The Alec Dankworth All Star Quintet
will delight us with two sets of music. This band is at the top of the jazz
tree. Bassist Alec Dankworth who will lead the quintet, is famed for
“elegant stability, big sound, sure beat, and thoughtful spontaneity” (John
Fordham). Two starry and contrasting saxophonists, Alan Barnes and
Dave O’Higgins form the front line. Joining Alec in the great rhythm are
pianist Dave Newton and drummer Clark Tracey. 
Here are some endorsements of this amazing lineup:
Alan’s “stylistic range is quite phenomenal, from Dixieland to post-bop”.
(Dave Gelly)
Dave O’Higgins “plays with quite exceptional fluency and his fund of
ideas never runs out.” (The Observer)
“There is a sophistication about Dave [Newton]’s playing that runs deep,
whether ballads, swingers or flag wavers, it's all there. This was great
jazz and the audience let him know it.” (Bernard McAlinden, Crescendo
Magazine)
Clark Tracey is the best - Best Drummer in the British Jazz Awards 2016
& 2017
The gig will be held at the beautiful Stoke by Nayland Hotel Keepers
Lane, Leavenheath, Colchester, CO6 4PZ. Parking is easy, and the hotel

is completely accessible. Refreshments will be available.
Tickets are £25, and are available by phoning 01787 21185, at We Got
Tickets (http://www.wegottickets.com/fleecejazz) and at the door.

Georgia Mancio and Alec Dankworth



Dear friends,
Moving from grey to gold....

I am writing this on a cold, bleak, wet, late afternoon. It is Ash
Wednesday. Night has fallen outside and it is dark and rainy the other side
of my study windows. Inside, however, there is colour and warmth. So
what on earth should make me, along with a handful of others, leave the
comfort of our own homes and venture out to a church service where
there will be no music and no friendly chatter afterwards?
The reason is that this is the special time in our spiritual lives when we
try to face up honestly before God to those things about ourselves which
we so often prefer to ignore or overlook. Most of us hopefully try to do
our best most of the time, but we all know those faults and tendencies in
ourselves which we are not so proud of.
I think it puts it really well in one of the confession prayers we use: “we
have sinned against You and against our neighbour in thought word and
deed, through negligence, through weakness, through our own deliberate
fault.” So often – and I address this to myself primarily - it is what we
have failed, forgotten or not bothered to do, which has had an  detrimental
effect on other people, or which has meant that they have not received the
comfort, relief or happiness they should have from our hands.
So that is why I, and a few others, will be making our way out shortly
into the cold and the wet, to ask for forgiveness and for help and strength
to change. And as a sign of our weakness and mortality, we will receive
the sign of the cross made in ash on our foreheads.

Ash Wednesday
is for much more
than that too,
though, because
part of the
service also
acknowledges
the wider
wrongs, of our
commun i t i e s ,
s o c i e t i e s ,
gove rnmen t s ,
countries. There
is so much in our
world to rejoice

over, but there is so much to regret too: pollution and the damage we
inflict on our environment and climate, violence and wars, injustices,
greed. And so, we also pray that each of us may become - in however
small a way - part of the solution.
But Ash Wednesday
is only the beginning
of an amazing
spiritual journey
each year which all
are invited to travel.
It moves us from the
greyness of ashes
and confession,
through the events of
Palm Sunday,
Maundy Thursday
and Good Friday, to
the pure shining gold
of Easter, when we
rejoice in the
promise of new life,
a new future opened
up and offered to
every one of us.
Each of those special days resonates with the experiences, the joys and
sorrows, ups and downs,  of our ordinary lives as well as our spiritual
lives: on Palm Sunday: the joy and exuberance of festivals and partying;
on Maundy Thursday: time for quietness and reflection; on Good Friday:
the recognition that God shares, and bears, our suffering; and on Easter
Day: the unshakeable reality that life is stronger than death and love than
hate.
I invite you warmly to join me, and my fellow travellers, imperfect as we
all are, on this journey of spiritual exploration and growth, through these
special services and events of Lent, Holy Week and Easter. You will be
warmly welcome.
Blessings,
Revd. Judith

Till Times Are Done  by Virginia Budd
What does love mean…? It’s 1927,
and in a home for unwed mothers,
young Janie McGavie gives birth to a
son. But when she tragically dies, the
boy is put up for adoption. England,
1993 The famous author Wald
Ingman has died and the news has hit
Midge Brace-Percival, hard. As she
sits in her cottage, she remembers the
passionate yet brutal relationship she
shared with a man who married many
others, but never Midge. From the
moment they met as school children,
there has always been an inexplicable
chemistry between Midge and Wald.
Born into an aristocratic family, the
Brace-Percival clan has never been
conventional. Growing up on a
country estate in Rood, Wiltshire,
Palmer – Midge’s father – was the

only one to go to school, the rest being educated at home. Whilst her
father and his brother Digby had a massive falling out, they cleared the
air just enough for Midge to visit Rood, where she meets the charming
and charismatic Wald. They quickly embark on an illicit affair that
provides the background for his future bestselling novel, The Beginning.
But the affair soon turns sour and Midge marries Henry, a merchant
banker, and they welcome a son, Rowley. Whilst Wald is no longer in her
life, he still holds a certain power over Midge, and when he shows up
years later, Midge leaves her family behind to start a new life in Paris
with Wald. Midge tries desperately to hold their tempestuous relationship
together, but when she falls pregnant, Wald is far from happy. Things go
from bad to worse when Midge suffers a traumatic miscarriage whilst
visiting her other family, bringing her relationship with Wald to an end
once more. And then Midge’s daughter from her second husband hears a
rumour, a rumour that could devastate many, and Midge sets out to
discover just who Wald really was, and how he was connected to her
father’s falling out with her uncle. Part memoir, part love affair, Till
Times Are Done is a beautifully written novel that will leave you
wondering just what love really is.
Praise for Virginia Budd
‘A tale full of romance and sadness, both from the present and the past’
– PRIMA Virginia Budd has worked in PR and advertising and her
experience in these, as well as her studies of local history, have combined
to add authenticity and originality to her writing. She lives in Boxford .
Her books include An Affair to Remember, Running to Paradise, A
Change of Pace and Family Ties.
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Remember
The Box River News can be seen in full colour by
downloading from the internet. 
Just go to http://www.boxfordsuffolk.com/box-river-news and scroll
down to the latest BRN icon. The Newsletter is usually
available about one day after the published press date. You can
also drag any pics you might like onto your desktop but these
will be of low resolution. If you would like a high res pic just
email the address below and we will send you a PDF or Jpeg
ed.kench@btinternet.com





FEEDBACK FROM BRYN HURREN
Your Babergh District Councilor

John Ward
Leader, Babergh District Council

Firstly I was interested to read the reaction of the anonymous contributor
to the B.R.N. last month, having had feedback from about a dozen people
who have been selected to take part in this poll about Council merger this
one was synonymous with the rest all expressing shock and disquiet at the
Questions and that these methods should be used on such an important
issue. We are all used to surveys to ask us which washing powder we use
and what sort of food our cats prefer but to use a telephone survey firm
to conduct a series of interviews with people who have not been briefed
on all the issues or have had the alternatives explained to them before the
interview starts rather seems a desperate move by the ruling
administration at Babergh, also at a cost of £20,000.00 I could think of
better ways this portion of taxpayers money could have been spent, along
with the £48,000.00 spent on the alternative sites for working
consultation which was subsequently ignored, this makes £68,000.00 of
taxpayers money totally wasted, this sum is almost 2% of our council tax
bills which are a real hardship for many lower paid workers especially as
the bills are likely to rise by close on 5% this coming financial year. I
hope the new cabinet at Babergh now desist in this quest and if they want
a merger it can be put to the electorate in May ‘19 for free and see how
many Babergh residents vote for it then. I think strongly that elected
councillors should be doing things FOR people not TO them. A quick plea
for all residents to keep recycling and to do it seriously and well, contrary
to many beliefs China is still taking our recycled items and will pay us
good money for it but they no longer will take poor quality recyclate or
rubbish. The message has to be that we should all be careful what we buy
and what we do with it afterwards. Planning issues continue to take up
much of my time and I am becoming shocked at the lack of thought that
goes into the issues of need, infrastructure and whether what we build is
what we actually need, everyone needs somewhere to live and to be part
of some sort of community but we must not destroy what we value and
what other people come to see. A big thank you to those people who
moved their vehicles on Wed 14th so that our sweepers could clean the
roads of Boxford of all the leaves, rubbish and general debris, a good job
done by all, especially the contractors who are dedicated to doing the best
job they can. Finally I have placed Quay Theatre brochures in Mary’s
House and the Post Office showing a full programme for the spring,
please come and support and as always I am willing to drive the
community bus if there are enough numbers. Keep well and avoid this
terrible flu.  All Best Bryn.  01787 210854  bryn.hurren@babergh.gov.uk

I wish to address some of the points raised and false claims made in last
month’s anonymous attack on the proposal for Babergh and Mid Suffolk
to be replaced with a new local authority covering the centre of Suffolk.
The reason why we are revisiting this is that a lot has changed in the
seven years since the 2011 referendum. All local authorities are facing
difficult financial challenges due to cut backs in government support
funding. Many are already responding by joining up in one way or
another: Babergh and Mid Suffolk are sharing a work force and office
premises, whilst district councils in the west and east of Suffolk are
committed to full merger next year. Similar things are underway
elsewhere in England. We owe it to our residents to ensure we continue
to deliver services as cost effectively as we can.
The initial engagement programme, comprising presentations to town
and parish liaison meetings and the telephone and online surveys, was
started in December with a significant amount of publicity. This stage
closed on 5th February. We have now embarked on further information
gathering and the development of a business case. This will be followed
by more public engagement to enable us to present the information to
residents. In the case of Babergh, if the business case for a new authority
is clear (and evidence so far suggests that it will be) and supported by the
cabinet, the process will culminate in this case being put to the electorate
in a referendum.
To be clear, the process we are going through is designed to ensure we
have all the information we can get and to maximise public engagement
and understanding of the facts. This will ensure that residents will be able
to make an informed decision about the future in the referendum.
In terms of the perceived bias in the ComRes survey that a few people
have alleged, this is an unwarranted attack on a reputable business. 
ComRes is one of the UK’s leading research firms and abides by the
Market Research Society’s Code of Conduct.  It has a great deal of
experience of conducting local and regional surveys of this nature.
Babergh and ComRes understand and appreciate the often passionate
debate over such matters which is why ComRes goes to great lengths to
ensure objectivity and neutrality in survey questions.
Measures are put in place to ensure questions are balanced and do not
lead respondents into a particular response. The questions offer
participants the opportunity to respond on a full and balanced scale of
options. There are also several open questions, giving respondents the
opportunity to provide individual responses. All this information will
help us to gauge what residents are thinking on a range of subjects and
which will then be fed into the business case.
Any suggestion that the questions being asked of residents in this survey
are leading is false and some of the media reporting of them has been
highly selective and thus misleading.
The claim in last month’s BRN that a new authority will mean more cost
to residents in terms of higher council tax and the introduction of car
parking charges is untrue and merely designed to scare people. The
difference in council tax between Babergh and Mid Suffolk is minimal:
only £3.92 per year for an average property in the forthcoming year. And
there is no necessity to harmonise car park charges across a new authority.
Indeed, it is a fallacy to suggest we don’t already have car park charges
and, moreover, we don’t have a single system of charging within Babergh
even now. At all our major car parks only the first 3 hours are free with
charges imposed for longer stays. At Pin Mill, there is no initial free
period.
We are in a position now that just continuing with our current joint
working with Mid Suffolk is not an option and we must do something to
address our projected budget shortfalls and protect services in the next
few years. A merger will provide us with additional cost savings and
greater opportunities for housing provision and economic growth. If we
don’t work with Mid Suffolk on a solution, they will, by necessity, look
elsewhere and we will be left to fend for ourselves. That really will mean
higher council taxes and additional car parking charges.

John Ward
Leader, Babergh District Council
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Little Waldingfield History Society was delighted to welcome Roger
once again to the Parish Room, to tell members about the history of the
previous owners / residents of his own house. This is a timber-framed
construction, vernacular to the 15th century (built in a local style of the
period), and forms part of a terrace of three variously interconnected
dwellings. The houses were altered during the C17th, C19th and C20th,
and incorporate some flying freeholds, common to this part of Suffolk,
but as he put it, often a source of annoyance to the neighbours living
‘down below’.
Roger told us his house has been joined with and separated from its
neighbours many times during its life, which he evidenced with a lovely
tale of a discovery soon after moving in some 30+ years ago; he was
removing pieces of timber from an upstairs cupboard next to a chimney
when he suddenly found a staircase leading downstairs, to next door!
The house is known as Crooked Cot (short for cottage), but despite
appearing on maps from 500 years ago, it is not known exactly when the
terrace was first built. Roger has speculated why they were built where
they are, which took some investigation. Firstly he advised us that
Sudbury town centre was not where it is now, but was originally centred
on Gainsborough Street and School Street, a bit to the west of
Gainsborough’s House. St Peter’s Church, now a community / arts centre,
was built on the extreme eastern edge of the town, which itself then
gradually moved east over time - originally the terrace was fairly close to
the town centre and the Priory, which at the time was a little to the west
of the current cricket ground. The Dominican Priory itself was founded
in 1272, outside the town ditch on a site covering about 5 acres. 
From the early C14th, Friars Street was formed, which lead from the
Priory buildings to the town. From the early C15th additional buildings,
including the priory gatehouse, and possibly nos. 62a, 62 and 64 Friars
Street (the terrace), were constructed for use by the Priory. After

dissolution of the priory on 8th October 1539, the last Prior, John Cotton,
moved across the road into Roger’s house on the carriage sweep, and the
remaining friars were pensioned off. Many of the Priory buildings were
demolished with architectural features removed and incorporated into
other buildings, including, it is thought, the carved bressumer beam (*) in
the dining room of Roger’s house. Some of the houses show signs of
tunnels leading towards the road, though why and what they would have
been used for is unknown, though perhaps there were used by the priory
monks. (*) A bressumer beam is a load bearing beam in timber framed
houses, usually the sill of the upper wall above a jetty, or otherwise any
beam spanning an opening and supporting a wall above.
In 1750, Richard Gardiner purchased all of the terrace to use as his
workshop, whilst his wife Susan, neé Gainsborough (and elder sister to
the more famous Thomas) started a millinery business in what is now
Roger’s study, which still retains a shop like bay window at the front.
Richard became Postmaster, and during renovations 30+ years ago, an
old window was found through which transactions could be undertaken
with members of the public outside.
The terraced buildings were extended to the rear in the C19th, with clay
pipes being manufactured on the land to the rear of Roger’s house - he
was digging out a raised bed and suddenly hit upon an almost sold layer
of white ‘stuff’, as he put it. Analysis subsequently identified this was
partly burnt clay from the bottom of a kiln. Many pieces of pipe were then
unearthed, bearing the initial CW, which further research identified as
Charles Woolnough, who worked in Sudbury in the 1830s before moving
to Beccles in the 1840s. Maps of the time show a large outhouse,
presumably his workshop, which it is thought he rented, with the pipes
being fired in the kiln discovered by Roger.
Many people lived in / owned the houses during the C20th, including

IF THESE WALLS COULD TALK - A Talk by Roger Green

Oak bressumer beam detail

Rogers House



Charles H wells (of BWB fame) and Edward Hills (of the jewellers of the
same name). Edward’s brother Joseph, then Sudbury postmaster,
purchased the house next to Roger’s to house his daughter and daughter
in law so they could look after him in his dotage, which seems to have
worked.
By 1947 Roger advised the houses were becoming dilapidated, with
holes in their roofs - not really surprising as they were well over 400
years old at the time - so No 62 became the first renovation project for
the father of Peter Minter (of Bulmer brick and tile fame). The ground
floors were dug down below the sole plate uncovering many medieval
bricks in the process, something Peter Minter clearly remembers to this
day.
In 1963, Charles Cecil Wells (also of BWB fame) was in residence,
famous for summoning his secretary by means of a starting pistol; this
sounds extraordinary now, but clearly didn’t harm his career because in
1968 he was appointed a Deputy Lieutenant of Suffolk.
In 1983 Roger bought one of the houses, though he doesn’t consider that
he owns it - because he says he feels like a midget - but is simply looking
after it for a little while longer until someone else takes up the baton - if
only everyone generally felt this way.
To conclude, Roger brought incredible passion, humour and warmth to
a subject dear to so LWHS members - his brilliant talk really was a tour
de force and thoroughly enjoyed by everyone present - we can’t wait until
we invite him back again.
14th March: 
Geoffrey Kay will tell us about the 1951 Festival of Britain in a
presentation entitled ‘A tonic to the nation’. Having previously given us
a super presentation on the Great Exhibition of 1851 in 2016, this also is
going to be a superb talk.and we very much look forward to welcoming

guests both new and old to the Parish Room.  Andy Sheppard
➢➢ Sadly Council Tax has to rise
On 8th February I attended Suffolk County Council’s Council meeting
which voted to increase council tax in Suffolk for the first time since
2010. A 2.99% increase was approved, along with a 2% adult social care
precept, meaning taxpayers will be paying an increase of a little under
5% more for county council services than last year. A council tax rise was
not surprising – we had mentioned it last year, with a 1.99% increase put
forward, with the adult social care precept at 3%. Despite the small
change in the way the tax is being divided, the increase remains the same.
We spend about half a billion pounds providing services every year in
addition to the circa £600k which is direct government funding (ring
fenced) for our schools. Like the majority of councils in England, we
accepted a four-year financial package from the Government, covering
the period from 2016/17 to 2019/20. It also, helpfully, provides some
certainty about our funding. However, we can’t rely on this alone. We
were successful in our bid to be one of 10 areas where we can retain
100% of business rates generated here in Suffolk, which will help. But
there still remains a budget gap.
In 2018/19, the gap is £26.8million. That is the difference between the
amount of money it will cost to provide essential council services in
Suffolk and the amount of money we actually have to spend. We are
required by law to have a balanced budget so we have therefore had to
find ways of closing that budget gap. We have proposed a range of
savings totalling to £23.9m, leaving us with a gap of £2.9m remaining –
which will come from our reserves. We have been careful to limit the use
of our reserves as once that money has been spent it’s gone forever and
won’t be available to close any future budget gaps.
This isn’t a new way of working for Suffolk County Council. We’ve
successfully managed the financial challenges laid down in the
Government’s austerity programme and have made savings of £236
million between 2011 and 2018. The response to these challenges has
been measured, pragmatic and innovative, and designed to protect front
line services as much as possible.
Demand for services has increased since the last council tax increase and
it continues to. We also have an investment programme totalling nearly
£100m this coming financial year, which includes building new schools,
extending and improving existing schools, investing in Suffolk’s road
network, continuing to provide better broadband coverage across the
county and delivering two major river crossing projects – the Lake
Lothing Third Crossing in Lowestoft and the Upper Orwell Crossings in
Ipswich.
Being clear about your goals, listening to people and being accountable
for your actions are fundamental principles in public services. When the
people of Suffolk voted in this council last May, it was on the basis of a
clear manifesto. We are introducing business plans, which set out how we
will deliver services and how we will measure performance. These are
based on three core priorities – inclusive growth, healthcare and
wellbeing, and efficient and effective public services.
These are deliverable because of the hard work and commitment of our
councillors and staff – working with our partners, businesses and
residents to make Suffolk a healthier and more prosperous place to live
and work.
Yes, the latest Autumn Budget confirms that the pressure on public
spending is likely to continue. But this is not news to us and we have a
positive response. We don’t hang about in Suffolk, we get on and do
everything we can to get the best possible outcomes for the people we
serve. We do this by listening to what people say and giving them an
opportunity to influence the difficult decisions we have to make. This
council tax increase wasn’t taken lightly and every penny will be put to
the best possible use. Our staff, I and my fellow councillors will make
sure of that.
My Priorities
Education   -   Supporting Vulnerable People - Jobs and Growth -
Localism and the Stour Valley - 
Building on Suffolk’s Strength all underpinned by strong financial
management and low council tax
James Finch County, Councillor Stour Valley Division
Tel:  01206 263649   
Mobile 07545 423796    
Email:  james.finch@suffolk.gov.uk

Sam

FEEDBACK FROM JAMES FINCH
Your Suffolk County Councillor for the Stour Valley



We are half way through the academic year and my second year at
Boxford School; it is a good time to reflect upon the achievements of our
school community. We have worked hard over the last 18 months to
meet, and in some cases exceed, national expectations – supporting
children to reach Early Years, Phonics, Keystage One and Keystage Two
milestones. Every day new learning and experiences happen in our
classrooms. During the final week of this half term I saw a dragon dance,
watched fractions being converted into decimals, was read to by a group
of 5 year olds and saw Year 6 experience Ancient Egypt through a time-
travelling workshop. 
We have tried to live our termly values - Thankfulness, Compassion and
Caring for others. Each Friday we celebrate the achievements of our
children and staff. Our pupils raised over £200 for the NSPCC and our
swimmers did well at the local schools’ gala. We are also proud of the
good links we have made with our local Church and Church Schools and
that we are able to provide inspiration and support for other local
primaries. 
During a time of funding uncertainty we have been very grateful for the
ongoing support of our parent association – The Friends of Boxford
School. Their sales and initiatives have provided us with contributions to
trips, library books and technology for our children. We will continue to
work together for our local children and look forward to a great Spring
and Summer. 
Justine Davies

NEWS FROM BOXFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL



SUDBURY
CURTAIN

WORKROOM
We are an established curtain making

company in Acton with over 
35years experience. 

We make quality bespoke curtains 
and blinds. 

We hand sew with careful attention to
detail ensuring a beautifully 

finished result.
Measuring service available.

Please phone Jane on 01787 374457.
info@sudburycurtainworkroom.co.uk

For 25 years,  Fleece Jazz has brought and is bringing world class modern
and contemporary jazz to eastern England.
They won the parliamentary best venue of the year in 2009. Almost
every Friday, the doors open at 7:30 for a gig at 8:00 with some of the
best musicians in the UK, Europe and beyond. their 25th Birthday
Celebration should be something special details of which are on page two
of this edition of the BRN
Jazz at the Fleece was started in February 1993 when it took over a gig
that had been booked to appear at a pub that suddenly stopped promoting
jazz after a change of landlord. The club's original venue was situated in
the function room of The Fleece. They stayed there for fifteen brilliant
years until sadly they had to leave. Their next home, for just fifteen
months this time, was The Kersey Mill, a few miles up the road where
they had a very nice space but again unfortunately had to be vacated. 
In 2009 the club re-located to The Stoke by Nayland Club which it is
sincerely hoped will be their home for many years to come.
The Stoke by Nayland Club is in a beautiful setting and they have been
made very welcome there and have been provided with a space so perfect
that it could have been built just for  them.
The club has an excellent rep with all the musicians who appear and
many have said that it is their favourite venue. This is due not only to the
fact that they are treated well but also because the audience actually
listens. 
There is not enough space to list all the wonderful musicians that they

have had the pleasure of presenting over the years so here are a few: Stan
Tracey, Peter King, Andy Shepherd, Martin Taylor, Dave Newton, Alan
Barnes, Ian Shaw, Claire Martin, Bobby Wellins, Jim Mullen, John
Etheridge, Martin Drew, Tina May, Barbara Thompson, Miek Hanson,
Ken Peplowski, Scott Hamilton, Gordon Beck, Stacey Kent, Elaine
Dehnar, Steve Melting, Dave Green, Mornington Lockett, Mari Wilson,
Guy Barker, Norma Winstone, Annie Whitehead, Winston Clifford,
Michael Garrick, John Dankworth, Jacqui Dankworth, Alec Dankworth,
David Rees-Williams, Steve Brown, Sarah Jane Morris, Jamie Cullum,
Barb Jungr, and Kyle Eastwood and some artists the jazz world has now
said goodbye to, among them are the ever popular and much loved Spike
Robinson, USA trumpeter. Bill Beny, the wonderful Marion Montgomery
who made just one very memorable Fleece appearance, the great basset
Lermie Bush and very Pat Cnnriley, Lennie Bush, Pat Crumley and not
forgetting Martin Drew.
Here’s to the next 25 years.
Jazz at the Fleece is independent, non profit making and
run voluntarily by committee.

Above: Members of the 1993 Committee, Carol and Michael Burgess,
David Gasson, Steve Robbins,Donald Muir, and Peter Hasler.

25 GLORIOUS YEARS OF FLEECE JAZZ

John Dankworth

Kyle Eastwood

Jacqui Dankworth

Jamie Cullum

Alec Dankworth



3PR Stats for January 2018
Our responders covered 387 hrs . There were 7 call outs. 

Boxford Open Gardens 21st Anniversary Year
Sunday 3rd Jun 2018
Calling all Gardeners, allotment owners, artists and craftspeople -
please open your gardens and studios for one day to the public this June.
• Whatever the type of garden, wild or tamed , large or small, vegetable
patch or kids garden
• Whatever art you create in your studios, paintings, sculptures or crafts
We ask you to share it with your community and take part in an enjoyable
and rewarding day. All proceeds to St Marys Church, Boxford.Please do
get in touch with me for further details
Sarah : 01787 210276   M: 07879 997640
Sarah.williams@rmcurtis.co.uk

Hadleigh Ukulele Group
HUG BEGINNERS' GROUP LAUNCHES ON 6TH MARCH 2018
Hadleigh Ukulele Group is launching a sub-group for complete
beginners.  It will meet on the same night as our regular group, i.e. the
first and third Tuesday of every month.  Anyone over 16 is welcome and
the first session will be on Tuesday 6th March at 7.30pm in Hadleigh’s
United Reformed Church (Committee Room entrance). There will be a
small charge of £3 per session to cover costs (I put out an honesty box for
the subs). So if you are a beginner, or you know someone just starting,
this message is for you.
Anyone who loves music and wants to make music is ready to join the
happy, ego-free world of the ukulele player, and HUG Beginners’ can be
a great starting point. Come along, on your own or with a friend, and a
warm welcome awaits you.  
For more information, visit our website by clicking the link below.
Happy strummin’Peter

Little Waldingfield Litterpick - 
Saturday March 24th from 10.00 a.m. to 12.00 Midday.
If you are available for this most worthwhile service, please congregate
at the Parish Room in Church Road (just down from the Parish Room) by
10.00, where litterpicks, bags and hi-vis vests will be available. Please
also wear stout shoes and gloves because undergrowth can be prickly.
We look forward to seeing many old and new friends.

Groton Parish Council is seeking a Parish Clerk
Groton Parish Council is seeking a Parish Clerk and Responsible
Financial Officer.  This position is for 16 hours per month at current NJC
salary scales dependent on qualifications and experience.  The Council
meets 6 times a year, usually on the first Wednesday evening of the
month.  The Clerk would be required to work from home and a laptop will
be provided.  CiLCA qualification would be an advantage but the Council
would be prepared to fund training if required.  Applications should be
made by sending a CV and covering letter, setting out evidence of
relevant skills and experience to the current clerk, Anita Robinson by
email at clerk.groton@btinternet.com (01787 211673).  Please contact
the Clerk if further information is required.

Edwardstone Parish Council is seeking a Parish Clerk
Edwardstone Parish Council is seeking a Parish Clerk and Responsible
Financial Officer.  This position is for 16 hours per month at current NJC
salary scales dependent on qualifications and experience.  The Council
meets 6 times a year, usually on the third Monday evening of the month.
The Clerk would be required to work from home and a laptop will be
provided.  CiLCA qualification would be an advantage but the Council
would be prepared to fund training if required.  Applications should be
made by sending a CV and covering letter, setting out evidence of
relevant skills and experience to the current clerk, Anita Robinson by
email at clerkedwardstone@gmail.com
(01787 211673).  Please contact the Clerk if further information is
required.

HELP!
Does anyone have a double candlewick bedspread they no longer
require? I am in urgent need of one for my next production ‘An
Englishman’s Home is his hassle’.  If you can help can you please
telephone me (Elaine) on 01787 210643. Many Thanks.

NEWS FROM CLUBS AND ORGANISATIONS
AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN GROTON
Following a Housing Needs Survey organised by Groton Parish Council
with the assistance of Community Action Suffolk, a need was identified
for a small affordable development. This was supported by over 90% of
the respondents in Groton.
The Parish Council then interviewed possible developers and chose
Hastoe Housing Association as the most suitable organisation to carry out
the project. They specialise in small developments in rural areas and are
currently handling projects in Lavenham and Newton Green.
The agreement with the landowner has been finalised and Hastoe is now
planning  to arrange an open consultation meeting  in March or April to
present the plans to Groton residents  and those who are interested in
renting the properties, which will consist of two one-bedroom bungalows
and two semi-detached two bedroom houses.
Potential tenants should ensure that they have registered on the Gateway
to Home Choice website, and preference will be given  to  Groton
residents and those who can demonstrate close connections to Groton.
Details of the consultation meeting  will be published in the Box River
News if time permits and on noticeboards in Groton. They will also be
published on the Parish council website www.groton.onesuffolk.net in the
Notice Board section.
Contact details for the Parish Council are shown on the website and are
published regularly in the Box River News.

Hadleigh Boxford Patient Participation Group

Who can see my health record?
There are often situations where it would help medical staff outside our
GP surgery to help us if they had access to our health records.
These staff could be in hospitals and A&E departments  or they could be
out of hours doctors or from the ambulance service.
But you have to give permission for these people to view your records
and it is very easy to do this. You can pick up a form headed   Who can
see my health record?  from reception at the Hadleigh or Boxford
surgeries, or you can go onto the Practice website and click on Summary
Care Record and Record Sharing  and download the same form.
Since November, over 400 patients have consented to share their
information and the PPG hopes that many more will join them over the
coming weeks.
All it takes is two ticks  and a signature on the form and you will be
helping medical staff who may be treating you in an emergency.
Why not join the Virtual PPG?
We appreciate that everyone leads full busy lives and may not have time
to attend PPG meetings. With this in mind, we have created a virtual
discussion group to encourage wider patient participation and
representation. This means we can keep in touch via an on-line discussion
board.
If you are a patient at Hadleigh or Boxford, if you are passionate and
committed  to improving quality care and would like to have your say, we
would like to hear from you.  
To join the Virtual PPG, email us at  hadleighboxfordPPG@gmail.com.
For any further information about the PPG please contact
Lindsay Panton, PPG  Chair   hadleighboxfordPPG@gmail.com
or Tracey Squirrell, Practice Manager     tracey.squirrell@nhs.net   01473
8201217



THE ASSINGTON ART GROUP
Cordially invite you to 
an EXHIBITION OF PAINTINGS AND DRAWINGS
In ASSINGTON VILLAGE HALL CO10 5LW
OPENING TIMES
Friday April 27th 7pn>9pm
Saturday April 2Btn 10am«5pm
Sunday April 29* 10am«4pm
For more information please contact Belinda King
Tel 01787 210932 Email belindakingartist@gmailxom

Groton’s Lent Lunch
Thursday, March 15th at 12.00 noon at Groton House
There will be a simple lunch, soup etc, at Groton House for anyone who
would like to come, all are welcome. Donations to a charity will be
gratefully received. Anyone who would like directions, please phone me
on 210319.  Pauline Lamming and I will look forward to seeing you then,
Pat Kennedy Scott.

Spring Open Gardens
Sunday, April 8th in Groton Street, Groton.
Plans are forming for Groton Church’s fund-raiser for the Open
Gardens Event on April 8th; more details next month, but please put the
date in your diary now, and plan to visit lots of gardens in Groton Street
on April 8th; there will be teas as well!

Essential Oils for health and well-being
Come along to these free information and sampling events and find out
how Certified Pure Therapeutic Grade Essential Oils can be safely used
to support and assist the body in achieving and maintaining wellness as
well as being valuableaids for mental and emotional health.  Focusing on
applications for children and their busy/stressed parents! All welcome.
Boxford Village Hall
Monday 5th March 1-3pm    Friday 9th March 9-10:45am
Contact Louise on 01787 211862 for more information or just come
along.

Wot’s On



LWHS Programme of Events - 2017 / 2018
14th March  Geoffrey Kay  A tonic to the nation 
The 1951 Festival of Britain
18th April  Linda Sexton  Sisters in adversity
The Women’s Institutes and the devastating 1953 East Coast Floods
16th May  Pip Wright  A Picture History of Margaret Catchpole
The story of a Suffolk adventuress & chronicler transported for stealing a
horse, using paintings by Rev Cobbold. Described in the Australian
Dictionary of Biography as one of the few convicts with an excellent
memory and a gift for recording events.
13th June  Allan Manning  The battle of Waterloo
This finally broke the dominance of Emperor Napoleon over Europe and
was truly the end of an epoch. Allan has created a very large and detailed
map of the battlefield and will take us through the incredible events of that
fateful day on 18th June 1815. 
All talks will be at the Parish Room in Church Road, Little Waldingfield,
commencing at 7.30 pm sharp. 
Please book & pay in advance to guarantee your place, as seats are limited.
Booking Secretary: Diana Langford, Pitt Cottage 01787 248298
Tickets Members £2.00 Non Members £4.00
A MADCAP MUSICAL COMEDY
Thursday 26th April to Saturday 28th at 7.30pm
Boxford Drama Group present An Englishman’s home is his Hassle
written by Elaine Horne with original music by Mike Keith. This tale of
dysfunctional family life, mistaken identity, bizarre behaviour and
comings and goings. A comedy, a farce and a musical with a twist all
rolled into one. Guaranteed to having you rolling in the aisles at the play
and tapping your feet to the music, this is a unique Horne/Keith
production not be missed.
Tickets £13.00 for each night include supper served in the interval and
there will be a bar and raffle on all nights.
On sale at Boxford Post Office from March 23rd

The Suffolk Villages Festival Spring Concerts 2018
Artistic Director: Peter Holman
SUNDAY 29 APRIL 2018, 6.00 p.m. St Peter’s, Sudbury
Margaret Faultless violin Steven Devine harpsichord
Johann Sebastian Bach: Sonatas for violin and harpsichord
Our series of Bach’s chamber music continues with sonatas from the great
set for violin and obbligato harpsichord BWV 1014-1019. With these
ground-breaking works, written in the early 1720s, Bach modernised the
Baroque trio sonata, elevating the role of the harpsichord from
accompanist to equal partner with the violin.  Steven Devine also plays
Bach’s scintillating Italian Concerto and the rarely performed Aria variata
all maniera Italiana BWV 989, a youthful anticipation of the Goldberg
Variations.
Margaret Faultless is one Britain’s most distinguished and sought-after
violinists specialising in period performance. He plays a copy by Colin
Booth of a harpsichord made by J.C. Fleischer of Hamburg in 1710, the
sort of instrument used by the Bach family.
MONDAY 28 MAY 2018, 6.00 p.m.
St Mary’s Church, Hadleigh
Philippa Hyde, Emma Bishton, Gill Wilson soprano
Helen Charlston mezzo-soprano, Daniel Auchincloss tenor, Benjamin
Bevan baritone
members of Psalmody, Essex Baroque Orchestra
directed by Peter Holman harpsichord
‘endless pleasure, endless love’
John Eccles: Semele (1707) concert performance of the opera with words
by William Congreve
Semele is a lively retelling of the story of Jupiter’s pursuit of the Theban
princess.  Planned for the opening of London’s Italian opera house,
Semele was never performed at the time, and the libretto is best known
today from Handel’s later oratorio.  Peter Holman directs his regular team
of singers and period instrument players. They are joined by Helen
Charlston, who impressed everyone in our Bach concert last May, and
Benjamin Bevan, recently attracting attention at English Touring Opera,
English National Opera and Glyndebourne.
This performance is supported by The Anthony King Memorial Fund and
performed in association with Opera Restor’d.
Box Office: www.suffolkvillagesfestival.com 01206 366603,
box@suffolkvillagesfestival.com
(www.suffolkvillagesfestival.com), 01206 366603

Wot’s On





Wot’s On
Nayland Horticultural Society
The Spring Show is on the morning of Saturday 24th March 2018 at the
Church Hall, Bear Street, Nayland. 
Come along for coffee, cake, raffle and a friendly chat! Everyone is
welcome to have a go at exhibiting daffodils and other Spring flowers.
The schedule is available from Trevor Smy at 24Harper’s Estate,
Nayland, CO6 4LB, telephone: 01206 262022 or e-mail him at
trevor.smy24@gmail.com or via the website.

Nayland Horticultural Society
Our Spring Speaker is Ian Seager who will be talking about Wildlife
Gardens and Conservation on 27th March. This is held in the Church
Hall, Bear Street, Nayland, 7.30pm for 8 o’clock start and it is Free! All
welcome but get there early as the hall fills quickly! 
Nayland Horticultural Society’s AGM is due to take place in the Church
Hall, Bear Street, Nayland on 17th April. There is usually coffee, a raffle
and a Fun Quiz with a horticultural twist to test your gardening
knowledge and win a prize! Come along and meet other like-minded,
green-fingered folks! 
Why not join us? Single membership is £3 per annum, joint £5. Contact
Trevor or Margaret Smy, details on the website.  

NEWTON VILLAGE HALL
DIARY DATES
MARCH 2018
Saturday 3rd         10.00 am             Fireside Club coffee morning 
Wednesday 14th 7.30 pm Parish Council Meeting
Tuesday 13th        2.00 pm             Fireside Club – Bingo
Tuesday 27th 12.30 – 1.00pm  Fireside Club – Alan’s lunch
Saturday 31st         10.00 am           Parish Council coffee morning 
APRIL 2018
Wednesday 4th 7.30 pm Village Hall AGM & Committee Meeting
Tuesday 10th 2.30 pm    Fireside Club – Feely bags
Wednesday 11th      7.30 pm    Parish Council meeting
Saturday 14th         10.00 am – 3.00 pm   Art Club Exhibition 
Tuesday  24th         2.30 pm       Fireside Club – Indoor Games
Wednesday 25th    7.30 pm            Parish Council – Annual Parish Meeting
REGULAR EVENTS
Monday mornings (term time only): Yoga class (phone Sophia on 313662
for details)
Monday and Thursday evenings: Western Partner Dance Club (call Chris
371006)
Friday afternoons: Art and Craft club (call Carole on 373548)
Friday evenings: Sudbury and District Wargames Club (call Brian on
312160)

The Shelley Centre (Riding for the Disabled)
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE QUIZ
Saturday 17th March 2018, 6.30 for 7pm
Langham Community Centre, School Rd, Langham, CO4 5PA
Teams of 6.  £12.50 per person includes fish and chip supper (veg
alternative with advance notice)  Bring your own drinks,glasses and
nibbles.
Tickets: Send SAE and cheque payable to Shelley Centre for Therapeutic
Riding to Ms Coralis Marshall, Greys Hall Corner,Great Cornard,
Sudbury, CO10 0QG
All proceeds to The Shelley Centre. Reg Charity No. 1113636

What’s on at Stoke by Nayland Hotel and Spa
25th February 10am – Wedding Open Day
11th March 12pm – Mother’s Day Lunch or Afternoon Tea
17th March 7:30pm – 80’s Disco
1st April 12pm – Easter Sunday Lunch
16th May 7pm – VIP Fashion Show
17th May 11:30am – Ladies Who Lunch & Fashion Show

Nayland Village Players
The Village Players will be performing 'The Unexpected Guest' - an
Agatha Christie whodunnit.
6:30pm March 22 (Early Show)     8:00pm March 23 & 24 Tickets are
£7.50 or £6 for under 16s.
Tickets are on sale now at villageplayers.co.uk or at Nayland Post Office
from mid-February.

POLSTEAD WI
If you would like to join us for a taster session during the year please
come along to Polstead Village Hall, the second Tuesday of each month
at 7.30pm.  
2018 PROGRAMME FOR POLSTEAD WI 
March 13th Fused Glass Artist
April 10th Open Meeting – 

Life and Laughs of a Local Journalist
April 19th Three Valleys Group Meeting – Nayland
April 26th Federation Annual Meeting – 

The Apex, Bury St Edmunds
May 8th Annual Meeting
June 12th Escape the Rat Race
July 10th Silk Weaving in Sudbury
August No Meeting
September 11th The Trinity House Story
October 9th Town Pastors
November 13th Hair Care

Yoga classes
Yoga classes running in Boxford Village Hall on Thursdays (following
the school term timetable).
9.00-10.00am wake up and stretch
10.15-11.15am gentle yoga
and 5.45-6.45pm stretch and relax.
All abilities welcome. If you've been meaning to come along or want to
try yoga do come!
Please phone Marianne, a fully qualified British Wheel of Yoga teacher,
for more information 01787 210323. Mobile 07973 523211.
Men's yoga also running on Fridays 11.00-12.00.
Mainly chair based this is a gentle class is suitable for the older gentleman
who would like to help their mobility, improve balance and relax. Please
get in touch for more details. Marianne 01787 210323.

Remember
The Box River News can be seen in full colour by
downloading from the internet. 
Just go to http://www.boxfordsuffolk.com/box-river-news and scroll
down to the latest BRN icon. The Newsletter is usually
available about one day after the published press date. 
ed.kench@btinternet.com



7 DAYS A WEEK 5-9PM



Stowmarket Chorale, at the Apex
"Stowmarket Chorale, together with children from 3 local schools:
Rougham Primary, Great Finborough Primary and South Lee School,
Bury St Edmunds, will perform Zimbe! - songs of Africa, accompanied
by the composer,  Alexander L’Estrange and his Jazz Quintet, at The
Apex, Bury St Edmunds on Sunday 18 March at 4pm.  This performance
is a celebration of African music combining traditional songs with jazz,
Western choral and pop influences, and sung with enthusiasm and fun by
adult 4-part chorus and unison children’s choir.   Conducted by the
Chorale’s Music Director, Leslie Olive, and following on from last year’s
performance of Ahoy! this is the second collaboration between
Stowmarket Chorale and Rougham Primary School, Great Finborough
Primary School and South Lee School, and Alexander L’Estrange and his
Jazz Quintet.   
Tickets are available from the Apex Box Office, www.theapex.co.uk or
02184 758000 - £15 adults, £6 concessions..

Mark Mitchels Lecture about Mozart
Groton Village Hall, Friday, March 2nd at 7.30pm
We are most fortunate to get Mark Mitchels, who is a very entertaining
speaker,  to come and give us his “Mozart” Lecture, which is one of his
favourite lectures; here’s what his website says about it:--- Mozart: A
Life in MusicMozart’s music has never been more popular and each
generation appropriates his story for their own purposes. He has endured
the portrait of a pretty child displaying his musical talents before finely
dressed aristocratic audiences. He has found a new public in popular
perception as the foul-mouthed rebel who had to fight and suffer to
achieve anything, and who finally died in obscurity and poverty. But
these portraits of him are superficial and detract from his extraordinary
biography. Mozart was a genius, but he also lived in the real world and
wrote his music to earn money! This lecture places Mozart in the musical
life of Salzburg and Vienna and shows how he produced his music and
won the hearts of many of his contemporaries, especially Haydn.
Throughout, there is the music he composed and the comments of his
fellow musicians. 
This illustrated talk includes many recorded musical extracts.
So please do come and hear this lecture; refreshments will be provided,
but please bring your own drinks. Please phone to book your place [Pat
210319 or Jayne 211360] Ticket price will be £6 each.

Wot’s On

Polstead Digital Cinema Friday 16th March
Tickets £3.50 from the Polstead Community Shop or 01787 210029

All films start at 7.30pm, doors open at 7.00pm

LEAVENHEATH CINEMA SATURDAY 3RD MARCH
Tickets  Telephone:  Lesley (01206 262505) or Ken (01206 263266)

£3.50 per adult and £2.00 per young person



The Bell Inn
The Sreet, Kersey, Suffolk, IP7 6DY

Tel: 01473 823229
2 for the price of one

Cheapest Main Free
Pudding and pie day on Wednesday.

It's Fish Friday every Friday. 
A glass of prosecco with every fish and chip meal.

Booking advisable.
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

our menu is on our website www.kerseybell.co.uk

Expert legal help for business and for individuals...
Accident claims - Commercial and company law
Commercial property - Commercial German legal services
Employment - Environmental Law -
Estates, trusts and wills - Family and children
Farming and rural business affairs
Health and safety - Licensing - Litigation/mediation
Residential property - Rural business affairs 

Bates Wells & Braithwaite Solicitors
27 Friars Street Sudbury C0102AD
T: 01787 880440    E: solicitors@bwblegal.com 

Bates Wells
& Braithwaite



March

2 Mark Mitchels, Mozart lectures Groton PCC Groton Village Hall TBA

7 Boxford WI East Anglian Children’s Hospice Boxford Village Hall 2.00pm

14 Geoffrey Kay A tonic to the nation Little Waldingfield History Society Parish Room 7.30pm

15 Lent Lunch Groton PCC Groton House 12.00 noon

.April 

8 Spring Open Gardens Groton PCC Groton Street

14 Newton Art and Craft Club Exhibition Newton Village Hall 10-3.00pm

18 Linda Sexton Sisters in adversity Little Waldingfield History Society Parish Room 7.30pm

20 Quiz and Curry Groton PCC Groton Village Hall 7.30pm

26-28 An Englishmans Home is his Hassle  BDG Boxford Village Hall 7.30pm

28 Boxford Society AGM.       Uncle Sam's roots in Eastern England. School Hall 7.30PM

May

4/5Milden Singers Spring Concert The Pavilion See Ad

16 Pip Wright A Picture History of Margaret Catchpole Little W Hist Soc Parish Room 7.30pm

June

3 Boxford Gardens Open Boxford St Mary’s

13 The Battle of Waterloo Little Waldingfield Historical society Parish Room 7.30pm

First and Third Monday each month Boxford Parish Council Meetings in Bell House, Stone Street St, Boxford 7.30pm

FFoorrtthhccoommiinngg  EEvveennttss  DDiiaarryy



The Box River Parishes Church News
Boxford • Edwardstone • Groton • Little Waldingfield • Newton
Priest in Charge: The Revd Judith Sweetman

The Rectory, School Hill, Boxford CO10 5JT
Tel: 01787 210091; e-mail: rvdjudithboxriver@btinternet.com 
The Revd Judith’s day off is normally Friday but this may vary according to circumstances

Reader: Christopher Kingsbury, Rose Cottage, Sherbourne Street, Edwardstone CO10 5PD
Tel: 211236; Fax: 211238; e-mail: ChrisKingsC@aol.com

Lay Elder: David Lamming, 20 Holbrook Barn Road, Boxford CO10 5HU
Tel: 210360; Fax:  329770;  07968 791135; e-mail: djlamming@hotmail.com

Please let any of the above or a Churchwarden know if you would like a home visit, home communion or a hospital visit, or of any cases of sickness or
otherwise where they might be of assistance.

Benefice house: Mary’s House, 5 Swan Street, Boxford CO10 5NZ. 
For much more information about the five parishes in our Benefice please go to our Church Near You web site at www.achurchnearyou.com.

THE PARISH OF 
ST MARY, BOXFORD

Churchwarden:
Peter Dilnot

Assistant Churchwarden:
Michael Gray

Mobile: 07931 043926
Email: boxford.warden@btinternet.com

Cafe Church will be on Sunday March 4th at 11.00 am. Everyone is
very welcome to this informal service with coffee and pastries and lots of
craft activities for young and old alike!
"Messy church" is fun filled and takes place at Boxford Primary School.
3.15 pm to 4.30 pm, monthly. 
Parents and grandparents are welcome from 4.15 pm. Further information
from Helen Heath
bootsieheath@hotmail.co.uk
Tel. 01787 204036
Mothering Sunday this year is on Sunday March 11th. We will have a
Family Service at 11.00 am, at St. Mary's Boxford, with flowers for our
mums! Everyone is very welcome. 
Some Mothering Sunday "facts"; Mothering Sunday was originally a
time when people returned to the church, in which they were baptised or
where they attended services when they were children. 
This meant that families were reunited as adults returned to the towns and
villages where they grew up. In time, it became customary for young
people, who were working as servants in large houses, to be given a
holiday on Mothering Sunday. They could use this day to visit their own
mother and often took a gift of food or hand-me-down clothing from their
employers to her. In turn, this moved towards the modern holiday, on
which people still visit and take gifts to their mothers.
Traditionally, people observed a fast during Lent. Lent is the period from
Ash Wednesday until Good Friday. During the Lent fast, people did not
eat from sweet, rich foods or meat. However, the fast was lifted slightly
on Mothering Sunday and many people prepared a Simnel cake to eat
with their family on this day.
A Simnel cake is a light fruit cake covered with a layer of marzipan and
with a layer of marzipan baked into the middle of the cake. Traditionally,
Simnel cakes are decorated with 11 or 12 balls of marzipan, representing
the 11 disciples and, sometimes, Jesus Christ. One legend says that the
cake was named after Lambert Simnel who worked in the kitchens of
Henry VII of England sometime around the year 1500.
The Bible Study Group meets at Russets, 47 Swan Street on 2nd and
4th Monday each month by kind invitation of Margaret and Peter
Holden. All are welcome to this hour of fellowship.
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting is planned for Sunday April
8th. Notices concerning the details of the meeting will be placed on
church notice boards and in the "New Wine" 
The Annual Revision of Church Electoral Roll for Boxford will take
place prior to the Annual Parochial Church Meeting. The revised roll
will be placed on the church notice board 2 weeks before the meeting.
Those on the roll are entitled to attend the Annual Meeting and stand for
election to the PCC. If you would like to add your name to the roll please
see the Acting Church Electoral Roll Officer, Mr Dennis Picton, or the
Revd Judith. Please refer to the notice boards for the dates for this
revision.

Copy Date for Church News in the April Box River News: 
Please, NO LATER THAN 12th March

 Failure to meet the date will mean your copy may not be included
Thank you. Rev’d Judith. 01787 210091

email address: rvdjudithboxriver@btinternet.com

Easter Services in the Box River Benefice
Everyone will be very welcome at any of our services as we move
through the week from Palm Sunday to the celebration of the
Resurrection on Easter Sunday

Palm Sunday 25th March
Edwardstone 10:00 Holy Communion with procession from
Temple Bar
Maundy Thursday  29th March
Groton 9:30 Informal reflective service with Holy
Communion
Good Friday 30th March
Little Waldingfield 09:30 Family Service with Hot Cross Buns and craft
Boxford 14:00 Reflective Service “at the foot of the cross”
Easter Sunday 1st April
Groton 06:20 Sunrise Service with Holy Communion by the

War Memorial Sunrise predicted at 06:30)
Edwardstone 09:30 Family Communion (by extension)
Little Waldingfield 09:30 Family Communion
Boxford 11:00 Family Communion
Newton 15:00 Family Communion followed by an Easter 

Egg hunt
GENERAL CHURCH NEWS
General Synod At the recent group of sessions in London, our diocesan
motion on food wastage was passed (with a small improving
amendment) and received good media attention. See last month’s BRN
for the text of the motion, which includes a call for all church members
to use food resources responsibly and minimize waste in their own
homes.  Other items of business covered that received media coverage
were the presentation on ‘safeguarding’ on the Saturday morning, and the
final debate in the afternoon about valuing people with Down’s
syndrome.  We also received an encouraging report on how the church is
expanding the use of social media to proclaim its essential gospel
message.  At Christmas, this was #GodWithUs and this Lent the theme is
#Live Lent: Let your Light Shine.  To join in, just text LENT to 88802.
Walking Together Following last year’s successful walk from Dunwich
to Bury St Edmunds, this year Bishops Martin and Mike are undertaking
a 10-day Lent Pilgrimage in the west of the diocese, starting on Monday
19th March with a Eucharist at 9.00 am at St Stephen’s Chapel, Bures
(the site where St Edmund is reputed to have been crowned king), and
ending at the Cathedral on Maundy Thursday, 29th March. Details of
the itinerary will be published shortly on the diocesan website
(www.cofesuffolk.org) as the bishops are keen for as many people as
possible to join them along the way.
Annual ‘Justice’ Service at St Edmundsbury Cathedral
On Sunday 18th March 2018 the regular service of Choral Evensong at
3.30 pm will be a special service for Her Majesty’s Courts of Justice in
Suffolk.



THE PARISH OF 
ST MARY THE VIRGIN,

EDWARDSTONE
Churchwarden:

Vacant

Rotas
Sidesmen Flowers

4th March Mrs. Duffy and Mrs. Nicholls  Lent
11th March No service Lent
18th March No service Lent
25th March Mrs. Gardner and Mr. Powell Lent
30th March Good Friday

Hot Cross buns served in the
Parish rooms

1st April Easter Sunday All
Reverend Judith presided over two funerals this month. Shirley Hobson
lived in our village for many years. She was a staunch churchgoer and
gifted flower arranger until her illness. Ken Horsley, of Sudbury, had also
lived here: he was a member of a large family resident here in the village
and a great cricketer. We think of Ken’s and Shirley’s relatives and
friends at this time of mourning and send them our prayers and
condolences. On both occasions the sun shone on the lovely snowdrops
in the churchyard. They were planted by Barry Squirrell, who used to
tend the churchyard and died just last winter. Each year in full bloom
they herald Spring.
7th March Lent Lunch 12 noon to 2.00 pm at Newman’s Hall, kindly
lent by Anne Miller and Louise Smith.
17th June Open Gardens
13th July Landermason, the folk/jazz group, will be returning to give us
a concert and to launch their new CD.

28th January Revd. Judith, wearing white robes, celebrated our special
service of Plough Sunday, which was held late in January as we have our
monthly service on the fourth Sunday of the month. It is a celebration of
the beginning of the agricultural year by bringing a plough share into the
church for a blessing. We are fortunate to have a plough in the church
permanently. As part of the service we went into the Nave and had
readings when we said "God speed the plough" and Revd. Judith blessed
the plough, and all of us, by sprinkling water using a sprig of Rosemary.
On returning into the Chancel, Communion was celebrated by Revd.
Judith assisted by our amazing Jean Adams. Thank you to Nancy Roser
who played the organ and to all, who really worked as a team preparing
the service and afterwards, because a number of our members were
away.
14th March Lent Lunch 12 noon to 2.00 pm at ‘Lowes’, Church Road,
Newton.
18th March at 09:30 am Service of Holy Communion Note that this
service replaces our normal fourth Sunday service this month, because
the Benefice Palm Sunday Service falls on that Sunday.
1st April Easter Day Service 3.00 pm including an Easter Egg Hunt and
refreshments.
BENEFICE NEWS
Lent Lunches Please see notices in the parish news sections.
Annual Meetings of the PCCs
Each year every church holds a series of three connected meetings which
take place consecutively. First is the Annual Meeting of Parishioners
(AMP) the sole purpose of which is to elect churchwardens for the
coming year. This is a joint meeting of all residents living in the
ecclesiastical parish registered on the civil electoral roll and all of those
on the electoral roll of the ecclesiastical parish, which can include people
who live outside the parish. This meeting is then followed by the Annual
Parochial Church Meeting (APCM).  This is the meeting that elects
representatives to serve on the Parochial Church Council (PCC) for the
coming year.  The PCC will present its report and accounts for 2016 and
there is an opportunity at the meeting to ask questions or raise any matter
of parochial or general church interest. Only those whose names are on
the church electoral roll are entitled to attend and vote at this meeting.  

THE PARISH OF 
ST BARTHOLOMEW,

GROTON
Churchwardens:

Vacant
Acting Churchwarden:

Diana McCorkell
Primrose Cottage, Parliament Heath, Groton,

CO10 5ER     Tel: 01787 210927
E-mail: dianah.mccorkell@btinternet.com

THE PARISH OF 
ST LAWRENCE, 

LITTLE WALDINGFIELD
Churchwardens:

Vacant

THE PARISH  OF 
ALL SAINTS, NEWTON

Churchwarden:
Christine Cornell,

“Opus”, Sudbury Road, Newton,Tel; 370331

Rota for March
Sunday 25th at 10:00 am Five Villages Palm Sunday Service with
Holy Communion and procession from Temple Bar
Sidesman/Coffees To be confirmed
Flowers Lent
Cleaning To be confirmed

Rotas for March
Sidesman Mrs Sheila Gooderham
Flowers Mrs Valerie Riddleston
Cleaning Mrs Valerie Riddleston
PCC Meeting Tuesday 6th March 2018 at 7.00 pm at Mary’s House.
Items for the agenda should be notified to the secretary, David Lamming,
by Sunday 25th February.  [E-mail djlamming@hotmail.com]
Lent Lunch
Thursday March 15th at 12.00 noon at Groton House
There will be a simple lunch, soup etc, at Groton House for anyone who
would like to come, all are welcome. Donations to a charity will be
gratefully received. Anyone who would like directions, please phone me
on 210319.  Pauline Lamming and I will look forward to seeing you then,
Pat Kennedy Scott.
Electoral Roll Revision: As announced last month, the annual revision
of the church electoral roll is shortly to take place prior to the Annual
Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) on 17th April 2018. The revision
period will be from 18th March to 1st April. The revised roll will then be
published by being exhibited on the church noticeboard from 2nd April
until the date of the APCM.  Forms of application for enrolment must be
returned to me by 1st April. Anyone qualified for enrolment is
encouraged to apply and to take a full part in the life of their local church.
If your name is not currently on the roll, but you would like to be on the
roll and think you qualify for enrolment, please get in touch and ask me
for an application form.  More details of the APCM, and the linked
meeting to elect churchwardens, next month. 
David Lamming (Tel: 210360; e-mail: djlamming@hotmail.com). 
We Have Our Faculty! Good news – there were no objections to our
application for a faculty (i.e. permission from the diocesan chancellor) to
carry out the re-ordering of the church to provide servery facilities under
the tower and erect a timber building in the churchyard to house an equal
access WC. The PCC are now proceeding to invite tenders for the work.
The faculty also permits two new noticeboards (one by the Groton Hall
gate to the churchyard and the other by the Groton Street gate) and we
hope to have these in place very shortly: they are being custom-made for
us by Bryn Hurren and will enable us better to advertise church events.
Church Roof Repair: At long last we are in a position to carry out the
permanent repair of the north aisle and chancel roofs, following the lead
theft in October 2015.  Scaffolding will be going up during Holy Week
and the work to replace the lead will start on Tuesday 3rd April. This
should be completed by early May.
Advance Notice of Spring Open Gardens
Sunday April 8th in Groton Street, Groton.
Plans are forming for Groton Church’s fund-raiser for the Open Gardens
Event. More details next month, but please put the date in your diary now,
and plan to visit lots of gardens in Groton Street; there will be teas as
well!





I think it was Dame Maggie Smith who once remarked that old age was
not for sissies. I have an increasing level of empathy with this comment.
Suddenly (well, actually, not so suddenly) I am feeling rather old and
worried about coping with the future. Perhaps this is due to the fact that
two friends of mine have died recently – both younger than me,
admittedly by months rather than years – but their deaths served as a
reminder that our lives are finite. Then again, it could be all the aches
and pains I increasingly seem to have to bear.
Whatever the cause, growing older seems to be taking over more of my
thought processes as time progresses. And time does seem to progress at
an accelerating rate these days. John Mortimer, the writer and barrister,
once disclosed that he felt at his great age breakfast seemed to arrive on
an hourly basis, so fast was time travelling. With me it is a case of
constant amazement that my son has reached the grand old age of 40, or
that it is six years since we bought a house in Portugal (it feels like last
week) and did I really attend a sixty years on reunion at my old
secondary school last year?
Can time really pass that rapidly? It does – and you really don’t notice
it happening. But to return to the issue of feeling old, in the interests of
balance there are some pluses I can relate to. For a start, I am a cancer
sufferer who has survived, albeit after considerable, invasive and life
changing surgery. I am also younger than many of my friends, than the
esteemed editor of this journal and, no doubt, to a large number of Box
River News readers. And by and large my health is not that bad. It’s just
that I do not function at such an efficient level as once was the case.
The negative side is more worrying. My mother-in-law and her younger
brother both have dementia. Watching them both deteriorate has been an
upsetting experience. My mobility is also suffering. Once I would stride
out on the fields or, if in Portugal, the beach at a cracking pace. Now my
wife accuses me of slowing her down when we take our dog for a walk.
Arthritic knees and lower back pain are to blame. I’ve tried to tackle
both, but with only limited success. Indeed, having been told by my
doctor to have my back X-rayed in case the pain was an indication of
something more sinister, the radiologist’s conclusion was “reasonable
wear and tear”.
My ability to absorb new techniques is also less good than I would like.
I refer principally to what might be termed the technological revolution.

While I welcome and use devices that allow me to communicate more
effectively, enjoy finding things out through the internet and
increasingly rely on my satnav to get me from A to B, learning how to
use each new application seems to take an increasing amount of effort. I
envy the ease with which younger folk navigate all things technological
in a seemingly effortless manner.
Perhaps I’m just turning into a grumpy old man. Certainly, I do lead a
very full life and am constantly on the go, but deep down inside I can
feel myself slowing down – and I’m not enjoying it. Thinking back to
when I was fully gainfully employed, I can’t help wondering why I do
not appear to have a lot of extra free time, given that my work output is
a fraction of what it once was. Mind you, time management was never
my long suit, even when in senior management a few decades ago. Oh
well. Perhaps I just have to learn to live with the process of ageing and
count my not inconsiderable blessings. At least I still have the time to
continue my writing. I just hope you can find the time to read my very
personal outpourings. Perhaps this one might even strike a chord with
some of you. Brian Tora 

Soap Box
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Established lawns will be in need of attention this month. Rake the
surface vigorously a few times and spike two or three inches deep with a
four tine fork to aerate the surface of the turf. This treatment is important
to maintain a healthy turf and aid drainage, so that water is not allowed
to remain on the surface. Reseed any areas of lawn that have worn bare,
and crumbled edges can be repaired by cutting out a strip of turf and
turning it round so that the sound turf is at the edge. Later in the month,
if the weather is warm, apply a spring fertilizer. There are many suitable
proprietory mixtures available which should be applied at the
manufacturers instructions.
If not already done so roses should be pruned without delay otherwise
you will be late getting the first crop of blooms.
Prune hard back all summer flowering shrubs which flower on the
current seasons growth such as Garyopteris clandonenisis, the deciduous
species of Ceanothus Gloire de Versailles and Hydrangea paniculata
grandiflora. Willows and Cornus, grown for their brightly coloured stems
in winter will also need to be cut down to ground level.
Chrysanthemums grow best in soil well enriched with organic matter
such as farm yard manure or well rotted compost. Now is the time to dig
over the ground and take care not to bury the compost more than six to
eight inches deep. Chrysanthemums are not deep rooters and all the
nutrients should be in the top six inches. They are all best grown from
newly rooted cuttings. Plants increased by division or what is known by
growers as Irishman's cuttings, will not produce the same results. March
is the main month for Chrysanthemum propagation. Cuttings taken from
old plants at or near the base tend to root more quickly and give the best
results. Select shoots about an eighth of an inch in diameter and two and
a half inches long with leaves of good colour, showing no signs of disease
or insects and no sign of buds at the tips. Root the cuttings in boxes
containing a mixture of two thirds seed compost and one part sand.
Remove the bottom leaves and trim just below a leaf joint, dip the lower-
vend of the cutting in hormone rooting powder and insert them A inch
deep and 2 22 inches apart.Water them well and cover them with a sheet
of polythene to conserve moisture and provide shade in sunny weather.
This is the month to plant asparagus crowns. Select a part of the vegetable
garden which has been well cultivated and is free from weeds especially
the perennial ones. Open up a trench 15 inches wide and six inches deep

at the sides and three inches deep in the centre. Plant the crowns on the
ridge in the centre of the trench with the roots sloping down to the sides
so that when you fill the soil back into the trench the crown will be three
inches below soil level with the roots sloping down to six inches deep. Do
not leave the crowns uncovered before planting, even for a few moments.
Asparagus roots dry out very quickly and once they are dry they will be
of little use. Plant each crown as it is removed from the packing and cover
immediately with soil. Water the bed after planting and keep moist until
after they show signs of growth. In sheltered positions, sowings of salad
crops, like spring onions, lettuce and radishes can be made provided they
are given some protection from birds.
Brussels sprouts need along season of growth to produce good results,
sow in the green house early in the month in cell trays, one seed per cell.
F.I varieties give best results and will produce even size sprouts all the
way up the stems.
Early in the month sow parsnip seed in ground that was manured for a
previous crop. Before sowing, rake in a mixture of two parts bone meal
and one part sulphate of potash at a rate of about three oz per square yard.
Parsnip seed is slow to germinate and the percentage of germination is
lower than most vegetables so don't be too sparing with the seed. 
Top 10 jobs this month
1 Protect new spring shoots from slugs
2 Plant shallots, onion sets and early potatoes
3 Plant summer-flowering bulbs
4 Lift and divide overgrown clumps of perennials
5 Top dress containers with fresh compost
6 Mow the lawn on dry days (if needed)
7 Cut back Cornus (dogwood) and Salix (willow) grown for colourful
winter stems
8 Hoe and mulch weeds to keep them under control early
9 Start feeding fish and using the pond fountain; remove pond heaters
10 Prune bush and climbing roses
Spring arrives
Spring usually arrives by mid-March and the frequent sunny days provide
the opportunity for an increasing range of gardening tasks. It's time to get
busy preparing seed beds, sowing seed, cutting back winter shrubs and
generally tidying up around the garden

Gardening in March inspired by Harry Buckledee
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These articles last covered
the actions along the
Western Front in the
November issue of the Box
River News by giving
some brief account of the
Cambrai Operations, which
ended in early December
1917. In this we learnt that,
like so many previous
attempts to break out of the
stale mate of the trenches,

the action had resulted in very little territorial gain at the cost of many lives.
Indeed, at Cambrai the German counterattack was so effective, that there was a
net loss of ground for the Allied forces. However, we also noted that Cambrai was
to prove significant as the first really effective use of the combined and co-
ordinated force of artillery, tanks, infantry and air reconnaissance and attack, a
strategy that came to be known as ‘all arms’ warfare. This was to prove decisive
later in 1918, but before that came to be, Cambrai had left the Front Line south
west of the town shaped like an ‘S’, and curvilinear defences are weak in that they
have flanks open to attack and stretch the defending troops thinly, as compared
with a straight frontline. So it is not surprising that this was chosen by the German
armies as the northern point of departure for the massive offensive action they
launched on 21st March 1918.
Before continuing with the chronology of this campaign, it is worth considering
the reasons for the German offensive. Inevitably, we have been concentrating on
the Western Front, because this is where most of the men, who we have
remembered, died. But this was a global conflict, and events away from France
during 1917 were proving influential in the course of the War, and these had a
bearing upon the thinking of General Ludendorff, the commander of the German
forces in the field.
For the first two years of the War, American sentiment had been against any
involvement in the War, other than supplying goods to the United Kingdom. This
had changed quite dramatically when, in early 1917, the German navy effectively
made the Atlantic Ocean a war zone by declaring a blockade on any shipping
trying to reach the UK mainland. Very soon several American merchant vessels
had been sunk by submarines. Not long after this, the infamous Zimmerman
telegram was made public. In this the German Foreign Minister, Arthur
Zimmerman, had offered Mexico support in its aspirations to recover territories
lost to the USA, including California and parts of several other states, if it
declared war on the country, in the hope it would deflect American attention from
Europe. All of this outraged public opinion and on the 6th of April 1917, the
United States of America declared war on Germany.
Initially this had little effect in Europe. The strength of the American armed
forces was not great, the country relying on its isolationist policies to obviate the
need for a large standing army. Even the navy was relatively small for the area of
the seas that bordered the continent. But this did not last long. Very soon the USA
was arming, equipping, and training a substantial army and Ludendorff knew it
was only a matter of time before those troops began to reach the eastern shores of
the Atlantic.
On the opposite side of Europe, other political processes were in motion. In
Russia, the war with the Central Powers had resulted in massive losses of men
from the poorly trained and equipped army, and the diversion of food and
materials towards the war effort was causing increasing hardship for the populace.
In the spring of 1917, the absolute power of the Tsar was finally broken, when he
was forced to abdicate in early March. Over the next few months, the Provisional
Government attempted to establish its authority, but all of this was overtaken by
the Bolshevik revolution of October. By mid-December 1917, Trotsky had
initiated an armistice with the Central Powers, and other eastern European
countries such as Ukraine and Romania followed suit. The Brest-Litovsk
conference was then convened to conclude a peace on the Eastern Front.
Although this did not reach fruition until March 1918, the effect was almost
immediate, in that it released a large number of German divisions from that
theatre of war, which were then redeployed westwards. Thus, Ludendorff was
able reinforce the army on the Western Front, and so change the balance of power
markedly in favour of the German forces.
In addition to these more international factors, Ludendorff also reasoned, quite
correctly, that the British and Commonwealth forces were wearied by the four
major offensives they had mounted during 1917, and German intelligence
advised, again correctly, that there was a hiatus in effective recruitment to make
up for the casualties incurred during the year. He also knew that the French army,
whilst still able to maintain a fighting force, had suffered a severe blow to morale
with the near munity that arose following the catastrophic losses resulting from
the Arras offensive.
There was also one other local factor that came to the attention of the German

high command. More or less since the Western Front had been established in late
1914, the British Expeditionary Force, and later with the Commonwealth forces,
held the line from Nieuport on the Channel coast in the north to St. Quentin about
100 miles to the south. Beyond that, the French forces took over all the way to the
Swiss border. In the Autumn of 1917, the Prime Minister, David Lloyd George,
held discussions with his own generals and the French commanders about
extending the line held by the British forces for a further 28 miles southwards.
The background to this is a complex web of political intrigue at government level
and rivalry between the British generals, that I will not elaborate upon. Suffice to
say, Lloyd George overrode his generals and agreed to the French request and
then followed it up in December 1917 with an agreement to take on yet another
length of about 37 miles. The task of manning this new length fell to General Sir
Hubert Gough and his Fifth Army. On arrival they found the defences in a
shocking state with virtually no rear support lines. The work to make the lines fit
for purpose began in January 1918 and such was the scale of the work and the
manpower involved (by March 1918, there were 68,000 men of the Service Corps
working in this sector) it was obvious to Ludendorff that this was a weak point
matching the weakness at Cambrai in the north.
So it was that Ludendorff understood that he had a window of opportunity to
strike a decisive blow against the Allied forces that would not present itself again.
His initial strategy was to mount a major attack against the British lines, using the
two weak points we have discussed as the two ends of the sector of the Front Line,
which he planned to break through. He would concentrate most of the fire power
a little to south of the centre of this length, along the Somme valley and force a
path towards Paris. At the same time, he intended to drive north westwards
towards the coast and effectively encircle the British and Commonwealth forces
in a narrow strip of Flanders. Thus, he would render them powerless to prevent
his march on Paris and unable to come to the aid of the less well organised French
forces. Within this early strategy Ludendorff placed great emphasis on crushing
the British and Commonwealth forces, even if that meant delaying the move
towards the capital city.
Within two weeks the British and Commonwealth forces had been forced back
by forty miles in the centre of a new front of some 60 miles in length. Gough’s
fifth army had been more or less destroyed, such was the inadequacy of the
defences they had been desperately trying to rebuild. The situation looked dire.
However, as so many previous commanders had found, a rapid and deep push
through occupied territory is of no use if it cannot be sustained by the rearward
organisation of munitions and other supplies. The attack ground to a halt as the
resupplying of the German forward troops tried to catch up, and in that interval
Ludendorff hesitated, which probably cost him his victory.
The main area of success had been in the south and on this lay the route to Paris,
but the advance in the north had been less effective. Ludendorff worried that this
northern end of the deep salient into France might not be sustainable. However,
most commentators believe that all he needed to do was maintain the line from
Ypres up to the coast, even if that meant retreating from some of the newly won
ground, because his original plan of encirclement would still have the desired
effect of containing the British and Commonwealth forces. But inexplicably, he
decided to split his forces sending many divisions north to open a new offensive
near Ypres, whilst he continued the direct push towards Paris. His momentum was
now lost and the Allied forces were able to regroup and begin the counterattacks.
But these did not come without enormous cost, and such was the concern of the
British generals when the actions around Ypres began, that Field Marshall Sir
Douglas Haig issued what is probably the most famous battle instruction of the
War which read;
“There is no other course open to us but to fight it out.  Every position must be
held to the last man: there must be no retirement.  With our backs to the wall and
believing in the justice of our cause each one of us must fight on to the end.  The
safety of our homes and the Freedom of mankind alike depend upon the conduct
of each one of us at this critical moment.”
It would take far too long to go into the detail of the whole of this major German
offensive which lasted from March 21st through to July, when Ludendorff knew
he no longer had any realistic chance of succeeding. In all, there are about
eighteen named battles within the German offensive. Apart from the two principal
actions I have outlined, the German forces also mounted two more major attacks,
each of which was designed to reach Paris. Indeed, these were initially successful,
and the Germans crossed the River Marne and were within 56 miles of the City.
But, the tide turned through the bitter determination of the Allied forces not to
give in and the swelling number of American troops now landing in their
thousands.
That turning point is identified as July 18th, when the Allied action changed from
defensive to offensive and the start of the long run of effective forward moving
actions by the Allies began and which would, in about 100 days, cause
Hindenburg and Ludendorff to petition the Kaiser to surrender.
We are, of course, now way in advance of the immediate purpose of these articles
to remember month by month the villagers from this corner of Suffolk, who lost
their lives during these mighty upheavals just a relatively short distance across the
Channel. But it is within the context of the German offensive of March to July
that the next ten of our soldiers died. As I come to each of them in turn, I will,
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where relevant, expand a little more on the specific battles and engagements that
caused them to be numbered among those who did not return to their homes and
families. 
The first of these ten is Gunner William Edward Lingley, 155965, ‘B’ Battery,
315th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery, of Newton. In the 1911 Census William is
recorded as a thirteen year old “shepherd lad on farm”. Just under seven years
later he is recorded by the War Office as dying of wounds he sustained in action
on the 22nd of March 1918, not yet twenty one. He was born in the last quarter
of 1897 and baptised in All Saints church on the 14th November the same year.
His parents were Edward and Ellen. The Lingley family had already been directly
affected by the conflict, having lost Edward’s brother, another William, on 2nd of
November 1917. Edward was born in the village in 1870 as was Ellen who was
baptised Ellen Chinnery in August 1871. Both Edward and Ellen were from long
established farm working families, Edward being a horseman.
William enlisted in Sudbury probably in 1916 or 1917. It is always difficult to
comprehend what it must have been like to go from being a farm worker in rural
Suffolk to a soldier serving in a war, but if we briefly consider the structure of a
gun battery of the time we might gain a little understanding of William’s
experience. Each battery consisted of 6 field guns and these required 5 officers
and 193 men to maintain, move and fire them. As well as the guns themselves,
there were 6 ammunition wagons, 3 supply wagons and 2 or 3 carts. Amongst the
men there were 5 smiths, 2 saddlers and 2 wheelwrights. The officers and NCOs
rode on riding horses and 70 men rode the heavy team horses that pulled the guns
themselves and the ammunition wagons. When underway the other non-mounted
men rode on the limbers (the detachable wheeled rear support of the guns) or the
ammunition wagons. The whole battery could, on good roads, move at a canter,
which must have been a thrilling sight, though this would always be tempered by
the knowledge of the real purpose of this assemblage of men and horses.
William’s battery was stationed near the town of Roye about 25 miles south east
of Amiens and about 20 miles west of the Front Line. This places him in the sector
behind the lines only recently taken over from the French as described above.
That he died on the second day of the German offensive such a distance from the
front suggests his battery took fire from the German guns, because in this attack
the German strategy was to fire over the forward trenches in order to destroy and
disrupt the rear organisation including all the gun positions.
We know almost exactly where he died, because he was first buried by German
forces as they advanced across the battlefield, who carefully recorded each and
every body and marked them in lists that were after the war passed to the Allies.
This information was used by the Concentration Teams to disinter and rebury the
men in the Roye New British Cemetery, which is where our shepherd lad now
lies.
Much less in known about the circumstances of the death of our other villager
this month, Private Harry Frederick Fletcher, M2/022021, 5th Motor
Ambulance Convoy, Royal Army Service Corps, of Calais Street, Boxford. He is
buried in the Doullens Communal Cemetery Extension Number 1. Doullens is a
town about 25 miles due north of Amiens well to the west of even the furthest
extension of the Front Line. It was used by Marshall Foch, the Commander-in-
Chief of the French forces, as his headquarters early in the war, and it became an
important railhead. Around it were organised two major hospitals and around
these sprang up several busy casualty clearing stations. Marshall Foch returned to
Doullens in the spring of 1918, when he assumed the command of all the Allied
forces on the Western front just two weeks after the German offensive began.
The Motor Ambulance Convoys were specialist teams charged with the

evacuation of casualties from the front lines and rear organisation areas. Harry’s
company, number 323, was attached to the Second Army, which was placed near
Ypres as the offensive began. Whilst the infantry and artillery of this Army were
not directly involved in the fighting at this stage, the Service Corps attached to the
army would have been deployed as needed. So, it seems likely that Harry would
have been working to recover casualties from the northern end of the sector under
attack not too distant from Cambrai. Somewhere in the thick of the fighting, on
the 26th of March, Harry, aged 21, became a casualty himself and, his body was,
no doubt, returned to Doullens by his own comrades in arms.
Harry was born in Polstead to Samuel and Sarah Ann, nee Humphrey. Harry was
baptised in St Mary’s church Polstead on the 5th of April 1896. Sarah was born
in Hadleigh Heath in 1866, and Samuel was born in Polstead a year earlier. They
married in 1887. Their families were farm workers, but Samuel set himself up as
a Fowl and Fruit dealer. Harry took a different route in employment and is
recorded as an apprentice to the cycle and motor trade in the 1911 Census, which
probably explains his deployment to a motor transport company in the Service
Corps, when he enlisted in Colchester, probably in 1916. Quite when he reached
France is not known, but we do know he did not come back.
Although William Lingley’s home village is Newton, there is no service at All
Saints in March because the benefice Palm Sunday service falls on the fourth
Sunday of the month, the usual Sunday for Newton services. Thus, it will be
during this Palm Sunday service at Edwardstone on the 25th of March at 10:00
that we will bring to mind his short life. Harry Fletcher will be remembered at the
11:00 service of Holy Communion at Boxford on the 18th of March.



Meeting of Boxford Parish Council 
Report of the Meeting held Monday 8th January  
Public Forum: Drainage issues were raised at the bottom of the Croft
(opposite the White Hart) and also outside the Village Hall.   Various empty
bottles and snack wrappers are being littered in the Bus Shelter.  The
mechanical sweeper attended recently without notice, so cars were blocking
their path.  The Cemetery gates are in need of some maintenance.    
District Council Report: District Cllr Bryn Hurren attended and was still
chasing information about the young persons' travel card.  There was to be a
meeting in Sudbury on the subject and he was informing the family who
raised the issue.  He has been urging Babergh Council to address the lack of
grounds maintenance at the old Homefield flats.  He will continue to monitor
the agreed program is carried out.  A new leader is now in place at the District
Council.  Concerns continue over the waste of money surrounding the
proposed combined Council.  Attention is being given to disposal of the Corks
Lane premises in Hadleigh and internally it has been cleared.  
Correspondence: The correspondence report had been circulated  ahead of
the meeting and members had noted the on-going progress of each item.   A
new road works information link has been provided by Suffolk Highways
which gives information area by area of forthcoming road closures
www.roadworks.org.   
Finance: In addition to the usual business the Suffolk Local Code of Conduct
was adopted and the Parish Council's Internal Control Policy was updated.   A
working group was formed to review the Parish Councils Financial
Regulations.   
Cemetery: It was agreed for Site meetings to be arranged with the Babergh
Heritage Team and Suffolk Highways in order to consider options for
maintenance and protection of the Churchyard wall.  Church representatives
will also be invited to those meetings.   
Village Car Park: Consideration is still being given to the potential to
provide a village car park.  A meeting had taken place with a landowner of
land accessed from Stone Street Road near the school site.   Information will
be sought from other Parish Councils of the maintenance and running costs of
car parks.  
Planning: The Planning Authority confirmed permission had been granted
for extension and conversions at Boxbank, Rules Yard and side extension at
32 Swan Street.  
Hopkins Homes do not have anything substantial to share at this stage as they
are still investigating the site behind the Causeway.  They are proposing a
preliminary meeting with the Parish Council ahead of arranging a public
event.       
Debbie Hattrell, Clerk to Boxford Parish Council 

Groton Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting held at 7 pm Wednesday 24 January 2018 at
Groton Village Hall, Broad Street, Groton
Present: C Fraulo, P Roberts, A Dixon-Smith, D Wills, J Osborne (from 7.35)
In attendance:  A Robinson (Clerk), B Hurren (BDC)
C Fraulo took the Chair as J Osborne had advised that he would be late
arriving.
Reports – B Hurren (BDC) confirmed that the Goodlands application had
been turned down.  An application for the Sand Hill development is
anticipated.  Fees for planning applications are increasing.  The Council Tax
budget will increase from SCC, BDC and the Police.  The Local Plan
consultation is now closed and is being considered.  The Boundary Review
response is expected shortly.  There are problems at BDC with serious
financial repercussions from the move to Endeavour House.  He is happy to
help with any broadband issues as raised by C Fraulo.
The Minutes of the meeting of 1 November were approved and signed.
Reports and questions from Councillors – J Osborne took the Chair.  D
Wills said that there were problems with the paper recycling bank in the Fox
& Hounds car park.  People were putting cardboard in which meant that the
bank was not being emptied.  The Village Hall Committee had asked who had
responsibility for the bank.  It was confirmed that it was the pub’s
responsibility as it was on their land, with the income going to the Village
Hall.  D Wills also advised that the VH Committee had asked how big the
Community Emergency Plan box would be and it was confirmed that it would
not be large.   J Osborne advised that at the Boxford United Charities meeting
last year proposals for uniting it with Groton United Charities were agreed.  It
has been confirmed that the name should be Boxford and Groton United
Charities.  The PC should nominate two trustees to represent Groton.
Boxford and Groton United Charities - it was resolved that Catherine
Lucas and Jeremy Osborne were nominated.   

EDWARDSTONE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES of the Meeting of Edwardstone Parish Council at
Edwardstone Parish Hall on Monday 15 January 2018 at 7.30pm.
Present: P Baker (Chair), S Norman, C Britcher, S Flack, P Clarke, D
Williams, M Childs 
In attendance: A Robinson (Clerk), B Hurren (BDC) and 2 members of the
public
Reports: B Hurren (BDC) advised that he had bought the materials to repair
the noticeboard at Mill Green and the work will be done as soon as possible.
There is no further news on Goodlands.  Konings have been asked to amend
their planning application for the former Copella site.  The BDC move to
Endeavour House is now well over budget and there are other controversial
issues at BDC.
Highway and Footpath Matters – The deteriorating condition of the U8339
from the phone box past the White Horse was noted.  The Clerk will report
this once again, copying in B Hurren.  The National Speed Limit sign north
of S Norman’s property on Sherbourne Street has still not been repaired and
the Clerk will chase this up.  The footpath sign next to the kissing gate at the
entrance to the field near the church has also not been repaired and again the
Clerk will chase this up. 
Broadband coverage – no response has been received from the Clerk’s
correspondence with Suffolk Better Broadband and she will chase this up.  An
email had been received from G Peacock advising that the SBB website is
now saying that the estimated time for connecting outlying areas has been
amended to read an unhelpful 2018 to 2021.  It was resolved that the Clerk
should write to James Cartlidge MP and Matthew Hancock MP (Secretary of
State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport) asking them to push for
connection for the whole parish.
Planning Matters – Land Adjacent Well House, Round Maple, Edwardstone
CO10 5PR – erection of 2 x 2 bed dwellings – the majority of the PC was in
support of this application, though concerns were expressed about the
potential setting of a precedent and the size of the proposed properties.  It was
resolved that the PC would advise BDC that it was in support of the
application.
General Data Protection Regulation – SALC have confirmed that despite
some contradictory advice, the position is that the Clerk cannot be appointed
as the Data Protection Officer.  It was resolved that the PC would continue to
express an interest in the services offered by The DPO Centre Ltd, probably 
at the lowest level offered.
Enhancing public engagement – Following discussion of various potential
methods, it was resolved that the PC would take up D Williams’ offer to draft
a questionnaire to be circulated to all households in the parish.  He will then
circulate to Parish Councillors and B Hurren for their comments. Emergency
Telephone – the Council resolved to sign the ongoing agreement for the
Community Heartbeat Trust 999 Emergency phone which is in the phone box
with the defibrillator.  P Baker signed the document.
Financial Matters - The Statement of Finances & Order for Payments was
approved and the cheques  were signed.  The accounts to date were checked
and approved.
Business Savings Account as at 31 December 2017 £2518.20
Business Current Account as at 31 December 2017 £6118.79

Total £8636.99
Local charities – D Williams had obtained from the Charities Commission
details of some local charities and will provide further details for
consideration either at the next meeting or in the next financial year.  
The adequacy of the budget for 2017-18 was considered and approved.  The
PC considered and approved the draft budget for 2018-19.  The PC resolved
to increase the precept from £5625 to £5710.  This is the first increase since
2014 and is an additional £0.52 per year on a Band D     property.  The Precept
document was signed by 3 Councillors.  The Financial Risk Assessment was
carried out with no issues arising.
Chairman’s and Clerk’s reports and correspondence – The Clerk advised
that she had been unable to access the website to deal with D Williams’
Register of Interests but will contact BDC and get this done.  She has booked
herself onto free Audit training at SALC’s offices to deal with the new audit 
regime.  Her travel costs can be shared with Groton PC.  It was resolved that
the Annual Meeting would be on 21 May at 7pm followed by the APM the
same evening at 7.30pm.  The Clerk advised that the Standing Orders and
Financial Regulations need to be updated and she will try to get this done 
before the next meeting if time allows.  She also advised that she would be
leaving her role as Clerk this year, once the PC has obtained a replacement but
with the end of November as a longstop.  She will advertise the vacancy with
SALC and in the BRN. 
The date of the next meeting was confirmed as 19 March.  
A full copy of the Minutes can be found on the Parish Council’s website
edwardstonepc.onesuffolk.net/

Parish Council Matters



Why not hire
GROTON VILLAGE HALL

It’s there to be used
• Fully equiped  • Reasonable rates  • Convenient  

• Tables, chairs and crockery available ‘for off-site’ hire
The ideal local venue

For details please contact Joanna Roberts 01787 210619

Readers Letters
Sir
On a recent dog walk I noticed the bizarre spectacle of a unique type of
tree decoration; namely hanging plastic bags containing dog poo.
Could whoever does this explain their logic? Is there a magic fairy who
comes and removes them in the dead of night? If not, then a better option
might be to take the bag and dispose of it in the nearest bin provided for
this purpose (of which there are several dotted in and around Boxford).
If you’re going to bother putting it in a bag then please take it with you,
otherwise let nature do its work. It’s a disgusting and lazy habit.
#therearenofairies !!!
Yours, Confused dog owner

Sir
"The Rev Judith may be ‘delighted’ that David Attenborough  has now
changed his position from Atheism to Agnosticism  but  she should
restrain her pleasure somewhat until she learns what kind of agnostic he
is. As a lifelong atheist I have had many conversations with other non-
believers and I have never been able to discover, in practical terms, more
than a hair’s breadth of difference between the agnostic intellectual
position and mine.  For example, I have never met an agnostic who, while
accepting the possibility of a creator or first cause of the universe, also
believes that the preposterous trappings of religion might be true.  In
other words – God, possibly, religion, never.  Unfortunately, many
believers suffer from the delusion that agnosticism means having ‘an
open mind’  on religious matters when the word actually means
something like ‘awaiting proof’.  
My friend Fred, a physicist  and the cleverest  person I know, declares
himself to be ‘a political atheist and a scientific agnostic’.  A sensible
distinction. The non-scientific world isn’t comfortable with subtle
distinctions but the Scientific Method is, by definition, agnostic in that it
requires evidence and proof before belief. I cannot disprove the existence
of God but then, why should I have to?  If you tell me there are fairies at
the bottom of your garden I will believe you if, and only if, you provide
sufficient  proof.  It’s not up to me to ‘disprove’ your fantasies.
As regards the argument about clever people being believers, my answer
to that is that I have heard very clever people talk about their specialist
field in ways that display a level of intelligence far beyond my own.
Unfortunately intelligence is not a homogeneous quality.  When these
people talk about religion their intelligence seems to desert them.  And
even when religion is their ‘specialist subject’ they fail to make any kind
of sense. The former  Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams was
guilty in this respect. I have heard him talk about  Dostoevsky in a very
interesting an illuminating fashion. I have also heard him (particularly in
a recorded conversation with the playwright  David Hare)  talk prolix and
impenetrable drivel about God. I also saw him silence Richard Dawkins
in debate not because of  the power of his argument but simply because
it was not at all clear to Dawkins (or to myself and the rest of the
audience) what on earth he was on about. And, of course Rowan
Williams is a patently decent man and the best of the believers. Let’s not
even get started on the fundamentalists.
“O Lord how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them
all”  A reckless assertion , Rev. Judith. When asked what he would say
when facing God on judgement day, Bertrand Russell famously replied
that he would say 'Not enough evidence, God. Not enough evidence!'
Jeff Wells
Crown House, Groton.

Sir
Fun and Games Night

Well done to the Boxford Community Council & everyone involved in
organising another successful ‘Fun and Games Night’ on January 27th.
Everyone appeared to have a great, ‘busy’ time & much appreciated the
super buffet provided at half-time.  Huge thanks to Finlay, Lois, Daniel,
Laura, Joe, Tegan and Josh from the Boxford Scouts who helped run the
games and worked tirelessly all evening.
Looking forward to next year!
Rachael Rogers

Sir
I don't know if anyone else is similarly concerned but I am increasingly
aware that our Village of Boxford has become very untidy in recent
times. The evidence of waste being left in the gutters, the bus shelter and
around the village in general, up the croft, in the playing field (children's
play area). We are a dirty village with it would seem little thought for the
surroundings that we live in. We are lucky to live in such an environment
so why not take care of it?
In evidence of the lack of consideration by fellow members of the
community, on the evening of Saturday 20th January Swan Street was
blocked by inconsiderate persons, parking inappropriately to the extent
that should emergency vehicles had need to get by they would have been
unable to do so. If the situation was of its self an emergency then why not
have people standing by to move the obstructing vehicles.
We need to get back to being a community that considers its fellow
man/woman and become involved in the life of the Village. There are
numerous organisations/clubs that need support so if you are so inclined
put yourself forward, I'm sure different groups would welcome your
help.
Yours a grumpy old man having a moan, I could go on about the speed
of the traffic and more,

David House
29 Ash Street, Boxford.

Sir
I refer to the article in the last BRN about a possible merger between
Babergh and Mid Suffolk Councils.
I recently moved from Gt Blakenham in Mid Suffolk to Little
Waldingfield in Babergh. I therefore have experience of both District
Councils. I am also an auditor.
A merger between the two Councils is an obvious move in my opinion.
The workforce delivers joint services, they have a single CEO and
management team and they now all work from Endeavour House in
Ipswich. Surely the Councillors should now make the final step and
further reduce their overheads ?
I have viewed the on line financial accounts of both Councils and it is
clear that Mid Suffolk's finances are stronger than Babergh's. There is
hardly any difference between the Council Tax but Mid Suffolk has the
greater capacity to use it's income whereas Babergh is cash poor.
Babergh needs to get its act together because it needs Mid Suffolk's
financial stability and political common sense of all parties If Babergh's
residents are not to lose out.
Yours faithfully 
Robert Tabias



Box River Benefice, Directory of Clubs & Organisations
Boxford Clubs & Organisations
1st Boxford Beaver Scouts Diana Taylor 210239
1st Boxford Brownies Moira Grant 211513
1st Boxford Cub Scouts Neil Barkham 211916
1st Boxford Explorer Scouts Adrian Gooderham 211805
1st Boxford Guides Eloise Britcher 828710
1st Boxford Rainbows Janice MacMillan 210565
1st Boxford Scout Group Richard Gates 210432 
1st Boxford Scouts Mark Miller 211596
Vulpine Explorer Scout Unit Denzil Smith 210020 
3 Parishes Response Michael Norman  
Bellringers Richard Gates 210432 
Boxford Bible Study Group 211077
Boxford Bike Club Matthew Shinn 211296
Boxford Bowls Club Les Clark 210698
Boxford Bounty Mark Miller 211596
Boxford Car Community Scheme Sue Green 210603
Boxford Carpet Bowls Brian Porter 210581
Boxford Community Council Ward Baker 210129
Boxford Conservative Assoc Peter Patrick 210346 
Boxford Drama Group Janice Macmillan 210565
Boxford Gardens Open Sara Mattocks 07484 759292
Boxford Gardening Society  Elizabeth Wagener 210223
Boxford Over 60s Club Shirley Watling 210024
Boxford Playing Fields David Burden 211926
Boxford Rovers Football Club Melvyn Eke 01473 602846
Boxford School Justine Davies 210332 
Boxford Society Tina Loose 210538
Boxford Spinney Gordon Edgar 378983
Sunflower Child Care Moira Grant 211513 
Box River Lectures Simon & Jo Marchant 210149 
Boxford Tennis Club Yvonne Woodfield 210151 
Boxford United Charities Guy Godfray (Clerk) 211378
Boxford Village Hall Bookings Veronica Hobbs 211529 
Boxford WI Annie Phillips 211729
Boxford Youth Club Pauls Hoare 211033 
Box River News EddieKench 211507 
Community Police Officer Babergh West 01473 613500
County Councillor James Finch 01206 263649
District Councilior Bryn Hurren 01787 210854 
Edwardstone and Boxford CC Iain Young (01787 210048
Fleece Jazz Club David Gasson 210796 
Friends of Boxford School Talktofobs@gmail.com
Local History Recorder Trudy Wild 210946
Mill Surgery 210558 
Babies and Toddlers Group Caroline Williams 210836 or Nicola Coote 371788
Parish Council Debbie Hattrell 210943
Parochial Church Council (Secretary) Ref to Rev Judith210091 
Poppy Appeal Brian James 210814
Primrose Wood Ian Lindsley 210520 
SESAW Maggie 210888
Sponsored cycle ride Ruth Kingsbury 211236
Gareth Weiland Memorial Fund Ben Woodfield 211922 

Newton Clubs & Organisations
Art Club Anne Gardner 312346
Line Dancing Jean Tomkins 377343
Local History Recorder Alan Vince 373963
Newton Fireside Club Wendy Turner 372677
Newton Golf Club 377217
Newton Green Trust Lee Parker 376073
Newton Keep Fit Club
Newton News Views & Coffee Alan Vince 373963
Newton Village Hall Alan Vince 373963
PCC Christine Cornell 370331
Police Liason Officer
Sponsored cycle ride Chris Cornell 370331
Surgeries Boxford Mill 210558

Meadow Lane 310000
Hardwicke House 370011

Siam 370444
War Games Club Brian Lawson 312160

Edwardstone Clubs & Organisations
Edwardstone Millennium Green Trust Claire Mortime210051
Edwardstone Parish Hall booking Secretary Fiona Raymond 210461
Edwardstone Parish Hall chairman Daphne Clark 210698
Edwardstone United Charities Les Clark (Clerk) 210698
Edwardstone and Boxford CC Tom Whymark 211375
Local History Recorder Daphne Clark 210698
Parochial Church Council (Secretary) Ineke Morris 210761
Sponsored cycle ride Mrs A Tribe 211526
Edwardstone Parish Council Anita Robinson211673
Groton Clubs & Organisations
Groton Educational Foundation Anthea Scriven 01787 210263

Groton Parish Council Anita Robinson211673
Groton United Charities Jeremy Osborne 211960
Groton Village Hall Bookings Joanna Roberts 210619
Local History Recorder Jeremy Osborne 211960
Sponsored cycle ride Colin Blackmore 211134
Groton Parochial Church Council (secretary) David Lamming 210360
Groton Winthrop Mulberry trust R  Bowdidge 01787-211553
Ltl Waldingfield Clubs & Organisations
Gt Waldingfield WI Linda Lutz 378888
Little Waldingfield History Society Andy Sheppard 247980
Ltl Waldingfield Parish Council Dave Crimmin
Lt Waldingfield Parish Room Sue Sheppard
Little Waldingfield Playingfield Committee (Chair) Charles Miller 249111 
Little Waldingfield Charities Sue Mitchell  247173
Local History Recorder Sue Sheppard 247980

MildenClubs & Organisations
Milden Cricket Club Richard Robinson 211114
Milden Pavilion and Playingfield    Pearl 01449 741876

Directory of Benefice Web Sites
VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS
Box River Benefice                       churchnearyou.com/boxford-st-mary
For churches other than Boxford, follow the links under ”Our other churches”
Boxford Web Site boxfordsuffolk.com/
Boxford:   opsboxfordbures.com/
Boxford Bike Club: boxfordbikeclub.co.uk
Boxford Community Council: boxford.me.uk
Boxford Drama Group: boxforddramagroup.com
Boxford Gardening Society: boxfordgardeningsociety.one suffolk.net
Boxford School: boxford.suffolk.dbprimary.com/
Boxford Spinney(Scouts): boxfordspinney.freeserve.co.uk/
Boxford Sunflower: boxfordsunflower.co.uk
Boxford Rovers Youth Football Club: boxfordroversyfc.co.uk 
Boxford Rovers Youth: boxfordrovers.intheteam.com
Boxford Rovers FC  (Men’s teams) www.boxfordrovers.co.uk
Boxford Village Hall: boxfordvillagehall.co.uk
Fleece Jazz: dovbear.co.uk/fleece/
Tornado Smith: thewallofdeath.co.uk/Tornado.htm
Edwardstone Cricket Club edwardstonecricketclub.com
Milden Cricket Club www.mildencc.com
DOCTORS
Boxford Mill: hadleighhealth.co.uk/ 
PARISH COUNCILS
Edwardstone Parish Council edwardstonepc.onesuffolk.net/
Newton Parish Council: newton.onesuffolk.net/parish-council/
Little Waldingfield Parish Council: littlewaldingfield.onesuffolk.net/
Groton Parish Council Groton.onesuffolk.net/
PUBS
The Boxford Fleece: boxfordfleece.com/
The  Boxford White Hart whitehartboxford.com
The Groton Fox: thefoxandhounds.webeden.co.uk/
The Edwardstone White Horse: edwardstonewhitehorse.co.uk
Please send details of your organisations web site to
ed.kench@btinternet.com



On 31st March 2018 we have organised a Bingo evening at Boxford
village hall.
My name is Emily Collins and I am currently in my first year at Bath
University studying Biology. The Travelteer charity contacted the
University looking for students to undertake some marine & wildlife
conservation volunteering work in Sri Lanka for 2 weeks in June. I will
be working in an animal hospital, helping with Jungle replantation, a
beach & river clean up project & also volunteering in a turtle hatchery. I
am so excited to have this chance in a lifetime opportunity. 
The Bingo evening is to raise money for Travelteer. I have to raise £ 150
to take part in this project. Any further money raised will be used towards
travel costs & much needed equipment, to maintain current projects &
develop their program further to increase their conservation efforts in Sri
Lanka.  
We are regulars at Boxford’s Friday Bingo & know how much fun they
are!  
Doors open at 7.00 pm for 7.45 start. The cost is £ 10 per adult which
includes 3 ticket books & £ 5 per child for 1 book. Admission will be
shared equally between the charity & cash prizes.
Please contact Andrea Collins on 07892 787351 to book a place. Limited
seats available !        

FUNDRAISING BINGO EVENING



Services Directory

RRDDPP
PPRROOPPEERRTTYY  SSEERRVVIICCEESS

Plumbing & Heating
Painting  & Decorating

General Repairs 
& Maintenance

Tel/ 01787827931

Mobile/ 07572130029

ALTERATIONS, 
CLOTHING & CURTAINS

Need your curtains shortened 
or relined?

Most clothing alterations possible
No job too small

Local reliable & experienced service.
Call Shirley

for more information and prices

Phone: 01787 211880

Practical Careers Advice
Qualified Careers Adviser with experience of working
with all age groups from school and university students
to long term unemployed and career professionals.

One to one guidance appointments, help with CV’s and
cover letters, job application forms, interview

preparation etc.
Natalie Lusted – 01787 211290 / 07703 724553 

or email natalielusted@gmail.com
Free 15 minute consultation to identify your needs

Orwell Removals & Storage
PACKING, MOVING, STORAGE

PIANO MOVES
HOUSE CLEARANCE

SINGLE ITEMS
INTERNAL MOVES
TEL 01206 671681
OR 01473411531

Helen Kempson
Nutritional Therapist

1:1 Consultations & Food Intolerance Testing
Colchester & Kersey

For more information, please contact Helen:
07766702363/ 01787 212394

Email: helen@hknutrition.co.uk
www.hknutrition.co.uk

Colne Valley Windows
Your local double glazing company

Windows • Doors • Conservatories, 
Bi-Folding Doors • Soffits • Facias and
Guttering • uPVC and Aluminium • Shop
Fronts • Manual and Automatic Entrances

and much more!!

Transferable 10 Year Insurance
Backed Guarantee
Over 30 Years Experience
Free Quotation
Local Family Run Business

To arrange a free quotation
please call us on 01787 827382
Website: www.colnevalleywindows.co.uk
Email: info@colnevalleywindows.co.uk

Certified Company 36650

Flowers by Paula
Arrangements for all occasions 

and more.

Boxford 01787 827931/0757 2129672

SANDRA HANSCOMB
DipFH MCFP MAFHP

Qualified Foot Health Professional & Registered Nurse
FOOT CARE SERVICE IN YOUR OWN HOME

Corns,Callus, Fungal and Painful Nails, Nail
Cutting & Filing and care of the diabetic foot.
Phone  for details: Mobile:  07941 127501 

Tel 01787310872 
feetleg stoes@gmail.com 
messages will be returned.

It costs only
£55 a year to advertise

in this space
01787 211507

ed.kench@btinternet.com

HOWARD WATTS
GROUP

Sales and Service at
Riddelsdell Bros Ltd (Est 1900)
ELLIS SREET, BOXFORD, CO10 5HH

01787 210318
07836 353537

www.howardwatts.co.uk  info @howardwatts.co.uk



Services Directory

W. A.Deacon
Funeral Services

An Independent Family Company
dedicated to your service.
Established over fifty years.

Golden Charter pre-paid arrangements available. 
Private Chapel of Rest

Norman Way, High Street, Lavenham, 
Sudbury CO10 9PY

24-Hour Telephone Service
01787 248282 & 248147

The Local
Self Storage
Company

For all domestic and
business needs
See website for details

David Folkard
BLOCKBUSTERS
Drain Clearance

Sinks, Toilets, Drains
Sewers etc.

Hadleigh  01473 827426

BBOOXXSSTTOORREE

S. J. HURRELL
PLUMBING &
HEATING

• Bathroom Design & Installation
• Gas & Oil Central Heating Systems
• Kitchen Supply & Installation

Telephone: 01787 249081 Mobile: 07970 163084

Bradshaw Trenching Ltd
Trenching & Groundwork Contractors 

Drainage Fencing
Water mains Manage construction
Irrigation systems Foundations / concreting
Cable ducting Site clearance 

Tel: 01787 210 499 Mob: 07810 801 021
www.bradshawtrenching.co.uk

DDAAWWNN  DDAALLEE
BEAUTY RELAXATION THERAPY 

AUSSEER HOUSE, POLSTEAD ST, STOKE BY NAYLAND CO6 4SA

MANICURE, PEDICURE. WAXING, 
AROMATHERAPY, BODY TREATMENTS,
FACIALS, EYE TREATMENTS, MASSAGE 

LADIES ONLY 
RELAXING TREATMENT ROOM IN

BEAUTIFUL SURROUNDINGS
OPEN MON-SAT, & UNTIL 9pm TUE,WED,THU. 
PLEASE PHONE DAWN:01206 262118

P.D.Garner
Plastering Services
Telephone: 01206 262207 
Mobile: 07976 246713

13 Elmtree Lane, Leavenheath, Colchester CO6 4UL

A Tennent Electrical
Quality Electrics for Domestic, Commercial

and Industrial properties
Small jobs to complete re-wires

For a free estimate call Adrian on 
01787 211576  Mobile 07968 856765
e.mail adrian.tennent@btinternet.com

1 Church Street, Boxford, Sudbury

N D Rose
Int/Ext Decorating

• Plumbing and Heating Repairs
• Gutters Cleaned/Repaired/Replaced

• Wall/Floor Tiling
• General Building Maintenance

Telephone 01787 211042 
Mobile 07518 040465

3 Fen Street, Boxford, CO10 5HL

BY THE LOAD OR BAG

We carry out all aspects
of tree works

SUFFOLK TREE SERVICES
www.suffolktreeservices.co.uk

Seasoned Firewood &
Woodchip For Sale

01787 319200

M.D SERVICES
WINDOW CLEANING
Grass/Hedge cutting 
General maintenance 

call Mark
01787 211426 
07803 169647

m.dservices1@yahoo.com

Gary: 07810 801021 Office: 01787 211775
Lee: 07747 804579  e.mail: bcweldingfabrication@gmail.com

Gary & Lee



Services Directory

CARPENTRY & JOINERY
Purpose made doors, windows,
conservatories, fitted kitchens,

bedroom furniture, etc.
No job too small          M Hearnden
Tel: 01787 248285 / 07850 196891

B P LAMBERT R.S.S.

Bed & Breakfast
Mill Street, Polstead
Proprietor: Mrs M. Howard

Tel: 01206 262196

BLACKSMITH
Hand Forged Ornamental 
and Structural Ironwork
Makers of Boxford Beacon 

& Groton Sign

Telephone 01787 210634
Mobile: 07866 596121

EST 1977

Country Cars 
Private Hire

Local and Long Distance
Airports - theatres - Restaurants -

Weddings
Contact: Dave Howard

TTeelleepphhoonnee::   0011220066  226622119966
MMoobbii llee::   0077776677  007766997766

Polstead Based

Darren Howe - Qualified Carpenter & Joiner
All Aspects of Carpentry Undertaken

• Handmade Kitchens & Fitted Wardrobes
• Fitted Kitchens

• Doors Made and Hung
• Floors & Laminates

• Balustrading, Decking and much more
Call me for a free No Obligation Quotation 

on 07795 345466 or email me at
howies@hotmail.co.uk

Fully Qualified and part P Registered
All types of eletrical works undertaken

Nojob too small • Very competative prices

Office Tel: 01787 373558
Ken Mobile: 07702 358802

109 Bures Road • Great Cornard • Suffolk • CO10 0JE

Ken Grime & Son Ltd
Electrical Contractors

ROGER MEEKINGS
Plumbing and heating Engineer

Local established tradesman 
with 40 years experience

The Firs, 24 Stone Street, Boxford, Sudbury, Suffolk
Tel: 01787 210287
Mobile: 07866085355. e-mail:
stonemeek@btinternet.com

PRESSURE
WASHING

reasonable prices and 
reliable local service 

in Boxford and surrounding areas
Tel. Alistair, Boxford 01787 210254

Find us on Facebook

STIRLING
PAINTERS &

DECORATORS
THIS FATHER AND SON TEAM BETWEEN

THEM HAVE 60 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE
TRADE, WOULD LIKE TO GIVE YOU A FREE
ESTIMATE FOR EXTERNAL AND INTERNAL

REDECORATION OFYOUR PROPERTY
WE DO NOT USE SUB-CONTRACT LABOUR

WE ONLY USE THE BEST MATERIALS
WETREAT YOUR PROPERTY 

AS IF ITWAS OUR OWN
WE ARE PROFESSIONALS

TEL: 01255 688104  MOBILE: 07866 734519

LUXURY BOARDING CATTERY
Visit our website for more information

www.clayhillcattery.co.uk
ʻWoodsideʼ Clay Hill Lane, Wattisham, IP7 7JS

01449 744966 info@clayhillcattery.co.uk

HHaaddlleeiigghh  HHaaiirrlloooomm
7788  ––  8800  HHiigghh  SSttrreeeett,,  HHaaddlleeiigghh

0011447733  882222119911
WWaallkk--iinn  FFaammiillyy  SSaalloonn

Catering to the entire familyʼs hairdressing needs    
*Easy Access  *Family Friendly * Free Wi-Fi *
Comfortable Waiting Area with Toys and TV.

Monday Wednesday & Friday: 9 – 5.30 
Tuesday 9 – 7.00* Thursday 9 – 8.00*

Saturday 8.30 – 4.00

Tea/Coffee and Cakes for the grown ups

9-11.00am      £2.50 per family



FFlloowweerrss  FFoorr  
EEvveerryy  OOccccaassiioonn

Jayne Foster
Groton

Telephone: 01787 211360

K.E.Jones & Son
BUILDING SERVICES Ltd. Est 1970
01787 312345 mobile: 07932 618459

Abbey House • Rectory Road • Newton Green
Sudbury • Suffolk • CO10 0QZ

www.jones-builders.co.uk

A family business looking after 
all your property needs!

• New Build
• Extensions
• Specialising in period properties
• Renovations
• General Building
• Refurbishments

Services Directory

CCOOMMMMAANNDD
PPEESSTT  CCOONNTTRROOLL
&&  HHYYGGEENNEE  SSEERRVVIICCEESS

Complete Pest Control service
including Premises Contracts.
12 month Protection from Infestation.

All Pest control work undertaken
• Coverage of East Anglia •

• 24hr Emergency Service • Professional Back-up •
• Quality Control Manager and Field Biologist •

CCOOMMMMAANNDD  PPEESSTT  CCOONNTTRROOLL
Unit 4. College Farm, Church Lane, 

Preston St. Mary, Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 9NG
Tel: (01787) 248049  Fax: (01787) 247113

We supply most Pest Control, Timber
Treatment, & Ind Cleaning

Chemicals, Shotgun Cartridges &
Pest Control Equipment

Box Rubbishl

Mobile Skip
Rubbish Clearance

With Labour
Mini Skip Service

Waste Bags
2,3,4 Yard Skips
01787 211289

www.boxrubbishremoval.co.uk

Bed and Breakfast
Newmans Hall Farm

Boxford Lane Joinery
With the benefit of over 35 Years experience.

Specialist Manufacturers and Installers of
Bespoke:
Kitchens

Wardrobes and Household Furniture
Staircases • Architectural Joinery

Windows, Doors and Conservatories.
All finished/Sprayed/Polished 

in House if required.
A full fitting and Carpentry service 

is also available.

Contact: Greg Deeks: 01206 263525 
or mobile: 07977 738649

or Brett Deeks: 01206 626981
or mobile: 07969 524124.

email: boxfordlanejoinery@hotmail.co.uk

C D Lawson
Building & Hard Landscaping

01787 211429   mobile: 07730885019

13 Boxford Lane, Boxford, CO10 5JU
email: lawsondian@btinternet.com

• All Building work • 
• Maintenance •

• Alterations • Extensions • 
• Driveways • Drainage • 
• Patios • Fences etc.•

Professional and Reliable service at
competitive rates

ALEXANDER M SMITH
Chiropractor

Professional & Effective Care
• Low back pain and sciatica •
• Neck pain and headaches •
• Muscle spasm/tension •

• Shoulder and nee pain • Postural problems •
To Book 01787 207107

A.H.S
Timber Gardens

Fencing
Landscaping

Garden creations/makeovers
Estate/Woodland management

Tree care
Garden maintenance 

For a free quote or advice 
call Andrew Martin

01787 211671      07786434315

www.ahstimbergardens.co.uk

● Domestic Painting Services
● Garden maintenance and
clearances ● General DIY ●
competitive prices and a

friendly and efficient service
Please contact Richard

07800 657286
rjsmaintenance@outlook.com

RJSPaintingandMaintenance
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Frank Matthews
Upholsterer

All Upholstery work
undertaken
Free Estimates

Telephone: 01787 311133

Homefield
Sheds and Shelters

Quality Leisure Buildings
Made to your requirements

Telephone: 01787 211485

Robert Harman’s Complete
Home Selection Service

Top class fitting • Free Measuring and Estimating
No obligation • No job too small

For first class & personal service call Robert Harman

Telephone:
(01787)
371486

Green-Lawns
Bonsai

HADLEIGH ROAD, BOXFORD
Nr. SUDBURY, SUFFOLK

Tel: 01787 210501 (Dave Paget)
www.greenlawnsbonsai.co.uk

Closed Tuesday and Wednesday

Check us out
01787 210007

www.dovebarn.com
We look forward to hearing from you

Water Works
(Darren May & Mark Jochan)

Plumbing & Heating Engineers 
Plumbing emergencies

Bathrooms • Showers • Tiling
Central Heating Systems & Upgrades

20 Years Experience
Free Estimates   Friendly Efficient Service

No Call Out Fee
Phone: 01473 827690, or  01394 410175

Mobile: 07769696958 Mobile 07886389995

M.K 
Carpentry & Building Services

Extensions – Renovations –
Carpentry – Plumbing – Electrics –
Plastering – Tiling
All types of building works undertaken.

Please Contact Mike Kerr:
Tel: 01473 822501  Mob: 07525 160330
E-mail: mkbuilders@hotmail.co.uk

WHITWELL 
SERVICES

Established 1979
Oil Fired Heating Engineer

Service • Maintainance
Installation • Oil Tank
Replacement Service 

24Hour Breakdown Service

Call:
01787 210277 
07956 652264

Fully Qualified Electrician
and Carpentry

All aspects of Electrical and Carpentry work
undertaken. No job too small

Telephone 01787 581672
Mobile 07766 516261

Tree Surgeon Tel: 01787 228341
07515 288736

info@blaketreecare.co.uk
www.blaketreecare.co.uk

Providing excellence in;
Tree Felling  - Canopy Reduction - Hedge
Cutting
Tree Shaping and pruning - Stump Grinding
Pollarding - Emergency Storm Damage
Free Consultation for Small and Large Jobs  
Public Liability Insurance

Blake Tree Care
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SHERBOURNE LODGE COTTAGES
Two self-catering cottages former  

stable blocks offer fully equipped 
and well furnished accommodation. 
Each sleeps 2-4 people 
(one can accommodate 6). 

For further details please call: 
01787 210885

Beaumont Cars
LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE TRAVEL

PROMPT AND RELIABLE SERVICE
HADLEIGH BASED

AIRPORT AND FERRY TRANSFERS
RAILWAY STATIONS, HOSPITALS

Call Les
07850 318582

AERIAL VIEW
• TV,FM & DAB aerials 'Freeview, Freesat & Sky

• Motorised satellite Satellite Broadband
• Repairs & upgrades  Extra points and magic eyes

• TV wall mounting
Please call for other services

01787 311057
Make the switch to digital with confidence

Or visit www.aerial-installers.co.uk

Andy Morgan
Painter & Decorator
S.E.P.painters

Tel.: 01787 375824 • Mobile 07748 800701
andy@seppainters.co.uk

For all your interior and exterior decorating ...
...from New Build to Period Properties

Your satisfaction is my speciality!
Detailed information on my website:

www.seppainters.co.uk

H Byham & Son Ltd
Ballingdon Dairy, Sudbury
Deliveries of Dairy Produce and

Goods to Boxford and
Surrounding Villages

Tel: 01787 372526

DEPRESSED?
ANXIOUS?

PROBLEMS WITH
RELATIONSHIPS?

There are times when we can feel
overwhelmed by life's problems
I  am  a  Relate  trained   counsellor
and   accredited relationship therapist
with over 30 years experience working
in private practice and the NHS
If you would like to talk in confidence I
may be able to help

Amanda Hollingworth 
(01473 824663)

COSRTAccred UKCP Reg
BUPAReg

(www.cosrt.org.uk)

Suffolk Medical & 
Beauty Clinic

All Beauty Therapy Treatments
Laser Permanent Hair Removal
Anti - Wrinkle Injections
Thread vein treatment
Skin Rejuvenation
Dermal Fillers
Mole and Skin Checks
Dermaroller/Pen
Medical Microdermabrasion

www.suffolkmedicalclinic.co.uk
6 Broad Street. Boxford

01787 211000

BUCKLEYS
DRIVEWAYS •  PATHS •  PATIOS

Tarmacadam
Hot Tar-and Pea Shingle
WE CAN ALSO SUPPLY

Garden Sheds • 
Fencing and Gates

painted or creosoted
and General Garden Work
All enquiries to Mr Buckley

Tel 01621 892294
Mobile 07754 705968

MCFHP MAFHP

M; 07515 288736
O; 01787 228341

E; info@blaketreecare.com
Providing excellence in;

Tree Felling  - Canopy Reduction 
Hedge Cutting

Tree Shaping and pruning - Stump Grinding
Pollarding - Emergency Storm Damage

Free Consultation for Small and Large Jobs  
Public Liability Insurance

Jason Folkard
Mob 07901 845793  Email jrfencing@btinternet.com

UPHOLSTERER
FURNITURE RESTORER

Armchairs, Sofas Dining Chairs etc
Fabric book available

No job too small
Phone Alan 07706840060 Boxford
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• All types of Grasscutting undertaken •
• Commercial and Domestic •
• Contract or otherwise •
• Grounds Maintenance • 

• Hedges • Trees • Fencing • Patios • 
• Drives • Pergodas •

FOR A FREE QUOTE RING MARTIN ON
Tel: 01787 210675  Mobile” 07932 477152

LAWNS FIELDS AND GARDENS
Established 1991

Paul Cooper
CHIMNEY SWEEP
• Solid Fuel  • Wood Burners
• Inglenooks  • Oil - Gas

Bird Guards & Cowls supplied and fitted
(Traditional Sweep for your wedding)

Tel: 01473 787374
Member of the National Association

of Chimney Sweeps & HETAS approved

ONLY OILONLY OIL
OIL BOILER ENGINEERSOIL BOILER ENGINEERS

Why pay more for your servicing, breakdowns &
commissioning?

Call us now for a very competitive quote! 

NO V.A.T.
Tel: 01787 313250
Or 01473 827792

MTM
PLANT & TOOL HIRE

Phone: 01787 312007
FOR PLANT & TOOL HIRE NEEDS

PORTABLE TOILETS (site
toilet/event for all occasions)

MINI EXCAVATORS:- 
0.8 ton – 5 ton

GARDENING EQUIPMENT
Together with other
equipment for the 
contractor or DIY 

ACCESS TOWERS:-
850 wide – 1450 wide

SCAFFOLDING erected and
hired (domestic, industrial or

commercial)
All types of power tool

repairs/electrical testing 
& servicing carried out to

your machines

AL
• Choose in the comfort 

of your own home or office
• Free quotes and insurance estimates

• 35 years  ̓flooring experience
• Excellent fitting service

CONTACT LIONEL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
(DAY OR EVENING)

THE ULTIMATE PERSONAL, PROFESSIONAL,
COMPETITIVELY PRICED SERVICE

CARPETS, VINYLS AND WOOD
LIONEL HATCH FLOORS

YOUR LOCAL PROFESSIONAL FLOORING SPECIALIST

TEL: 01787 374163 MOBILE: 07766 026875
EMAIL: lionelhatchfloors@tiscali.co.uk

For all your cleaning and housekeeping
requirements.
I can provide a friendly, reliable and
personalised service with full insurance. 
I am happy to discuss your individual needs 
to suit you.
Tel: 01787 371486 or 07788 563062
Email: joleeks@rocketmail.com

JOANNEʼS HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES

Quality Painting and Decorating

Interior & Exterior, 

Tiling and General Maintenance

Carpentry, General Building work

Alterations and Renovations
www.pjhpropertymaintenance.co.uk

6 HADLEIGH ROAD, BOXFORD, SUDBURY CO10 5JH

TELEPHONE: 01787 212366

AK SMITH
PLASTERING (EST 1986)

CEILINGS, WALLS, FLOORS, 
PLASTERBOARDING.
NO JOB TOO SMALL.
For references soo our website:
www.aksmithplastering.co.uk 
ASSINGTON 01787 212352 

Mobile: 07808027116

SAMʼS K9 Services
Experienced dog walker and trainer, good rate, fully
insured, qualified and have my first aid for dogs.

Not only am I a dog walker but I'm also a qualified dog trainer. I'm
able to help with a wide range of behavioural and training issues.
My methods of training are up to date and force free. whether you
need help as a first time puppy owner, or your dog is showing signs

of aggression or you need help with training problems such as 
lead pulling 

please call me on 07939563282.

BY THE LOAD OR BAG
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Lea Blackham, an outdoor member at Boxford & District Bowls Club,
qualified for the Singles held at Potters Leisure Resort in Norfolk.
There are 16 seeded players in the competition and a further 16 players
who are selected from all over the world.  Lea had to play eight matches,
in a day long qualification tournament, to secure his place as one of only
four non-seeded bowlers from England.
Unfortunately, Lea was unable to topple the World Number 1, Paul
Foster MBE, at Potters, on Monday 21 January, but he came incredibly
close.  The match was televised live on BB2
Lea won the first set with some superb bowling.  
The second set saw Paul putting up short jacks whish proved challenging.
Lea was unlucky to lose out on a measure and lost the second set. 
In the tie-break Lea won the first game, Paul won the second game and
in the third Paul managed to rest his wood against the jack and Lea was
unable to shift it.  Paul won the tie-break and the match.
It was a very exciting game to watch and Lea gained a great deal of credit
for the quality of his bowling. Paul Foster acknowledged that during his
post-match interview.
It was great to see supporters there from Boxford Bowls Club, some of
them wearing their Club shirts.  They were picked up by the cameras.
The match can be found on YouTube at world bowls tour 2018 session 26.
Les Clark, President, Boxford & District Bowls Club

REVAMPED GOLF CLUB WELCOMES FARMERS
Caterers at Newton Green Golf Club have come to the rescue of a local
group of agriculturalists after their annual dinner venue shut up shop at
the 11th hour.
The old-established Bures and District Agricultural Club will now be
holding their prize giving event at the recently revamped golf club.
The golf club is looking to enhance its catering offer following the
completion of a £45,000 refit. Similar expenditure on paving and
landscaping round the perimeter of the club house has completed the
transformation.
Newton has also been boosted by being named the club of the year by one
of East Anglia’s golfing societies.
Agricultural club chair, Una Oakes, said: “We were let down by the venue
we had used for many years for our annual dinner and I visited the golf
club as it came highly recommended. It has excellent access for the
disabled and I found its function room to be lovely and bright, and just
the right size.
“We now hope to use it as our regular monthly venue when we have
speakers, other than when we go outside in the summer for visits.”
Club manager Ben Tawell said: “Our course has become increasingly
popular with visiting golf societies, but we have become conscious our
club house interior and surfacing round the building, was not matching
the quality of our catering and golfing experience.
“We took a radical look at what we were offering and have come up with
a modern look in the main function room, including the hanging of
contemporary art.
“It may be a bit of a culture shock for some of our members, but we are
conscious many of the people visiting our premises for private functions
want to be refreshed by their experience, rather than feel inhibited by a
dull, old fashioned interior.
“However, we are a club proud of its rich history and we have taken
advantage of turning our secondary, smaller dining room into a traditional
stud bar.

“It has been renamed Jimmy’s Bar after the late Jimmy Whittle, who was
a stalwart figure during the days of us adding a second nine holes. The
room features honours boards, photos and clubs made by Arthur Davey,
our late professional whose 60 years made him the world’s long serving
professional.”
*Newton has been voted club of the year by the Golden Sausage Society.
The 40-strong group has played nearly 300 tournaments in the last three
decades and its award is based on course condition, friendliness of staff
and members, and quality of food and service.

NEWTON SENIORS CONTINUE WITH TEAM INITIATIVE.
An experiment in holding monthly team events has been a success and
will become a regular part of play for the seniors at Newton Green Golf
Club.
The annual meeting of the group heard of the intention to make the events
on-going feature of Tuesday morning rolls ups.
Retiring captain John Ford said well in excess of £1,000 had been raised
for the Jude Brady  Foundation, and incoming captain Harry Wordley
said supporting the joint cause picked by all captains in the club would
again be followed.
This year support would go to Hope for Tomorrow, a national charity
which provides mobile chemotherapy units, including at Sudbury Health
Centre.
Wordley has already twice been the main men’s captain at the club, and
his vice-captain will be Nigel Gerrans.
It was agreed to replace the senior open day on May 10 with a guest day

EDWARDSTONE CC TO PLAY IN SUFFOLK T20 CUP
A new year should have a new challenge, so when the club were invited
to take part in the Suffolk T20 Cup it was decided to give it a go. The club
has over many years encouraged youth development and the teams in the
league must play at least three Under 18 players in each game. This offers
us the opportunity give our younger players a chance to play in this
exciting form of the game.
Teams will play in the multi coloured kit so popular in the professional
game. Each side is also encouraged to bring a party atmosphere to each
game.
Suffolk Cricket who organise the Cup state the competition is run 'to
support the retention and recruitment of club cricketers' and we hope this
will be the case.
Although we have many eligible players we are always looking for new
recruits. As this is the shorter form of the game we are looking for players
aged 14 and over who may not be able to commit to a longer day of
cricket on weekends but are interested in a shorter midweek evening
game.  
If you are interested please contact:
secretary@edwardstonecricketclub.com
Following our promotion to Division 1 of the Hunts County League we
are confirming fixtures and preparing the pitch for the new season. This
will be a challenge for this group of players but we are looking forward
to a new season even when it is still cold and wet! 
Finally we will once again be running the Saturday morning cricket
coaching sessions for girls and boys aged 8-13 which will begin at the end
of April. We will soon be putting details of the coaching sessions on our
website and there will be a registration form for those wishing to reserve
their place early.      www.edwardstonecricketclub.com

KENNY’S NEWS FROM SESAW
At last, Spring is around the corner and it can’t come too soon!   At the
time of writing everyone at SESAW is fed up with the biting cold wind
and squelchy, sticky mud.    Ollie (the Black) Cat is back on duty,
patrolling the estate with Mum each evening as she checks water, food
and bedding supplies and makes sure all doors are secure.   The kennels
are repaired and insulated thanks to work parties from local companies
last summer.   Nevertheless, just like any home, there are always more
jobs waiting including new paths when the weather improves.
Meanwhile our talented crafters are busy knitting and sewing beautiful
handmade items for our fundraising events, starting with a Gift and Craft
Fair on 10th March.   There will be plenty of things to buy for Mothering
Sunday and Easter at Whatfield Village Hall, Rectory Road, IP7 7QU,
doors open at 11am.   Two weeks later on 24th March we are holding a
Bargain Book Sale from 11am at the Community Centre, Timperleys,
Hintlesham, IP8 3PS. 

018 WORLD INDOOR BOWLS CHAMPIONSHIPS – LEA BLACKHAM

Lea Blackham


