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BOXFORD FIREWORKS 2016
Once again there was a magnificent turnout of around 1300
people to watch Boxford’s Firework display. Fantastic
lanterns were paraded up to the Playing Field where
Boxted Methodist Silver Band entertained us until it was
time for the Fireworks. There was a terrific village
atmosphere, and thanks must go to all the volunteers who
gave up their time and helped to make the event go so
smoothly. Also, thanks must go to local businesses who
donated time and equipment to make the evening a success.
Overall, a healthy profit was made which will be ploughed
back in to village organisations and clubs to improve
opportunities for all villagers in Boxford, Edwardstone and
Groton.
Ward Baker Chairman, Boxford Community Council
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Friday 2 December 8.00 £18
Jazz At The Movies
Fronted by acclaimed singer Joanna Eden and featuring the
Chris Ingham Quartet, Jazz at the Movies features evocative
songs and soundtrack themes from classic films including The
Aristocats, The Servant, From Russia With Love, Agatha, Let's
Make Love, The Pink Panther, The Ipcress File and many
more. Vocalist Joanna Eden ("UK's answer to Norah Jones and
Diana Krall" - TIME OUT) studied piano from age 4 and wrote
and performed her first song at age seven. She has performed
all over the world and supported such artists as Jamie Cullum,
the Buena Vista Social Club and the Blockheads.
Mark Crooks on clarinet has incredible phrasing and subtle
dynamics. He is a Getzian powerhouse on sax.
Chris Ingham has built a huge reputation as pianist, composer,
band leader and record producer.
Arni Somogyi has performed and recorded with a wide variety
of leading musicians from pop legend Tom Jones to renowned
jazz artists including John Dankworth and Stan Tracey.
George Double is an in-demand session drummer, and has
worked with a wide variety of musicians from all walks of music. 

Friday 9 December 8.00 £15
Sarah Gillespie Quartet
"From Dylan's lyrical bite and languid delivery to the
forthrightness of Joni Mitchell with a little rap like
percussiveness thrown in: she is an original" - John Fordham
Sarah Gillespie vocals and guitar, Kit Downes piano, James
Maddren drums, Ben Bastin Bass

Sarah Gillespie was born in London to an American mother and
British father. She grew up in Norfolk, England – interspersed
with numerous trips to Minnesota, where she soaked in the
sounds of Bessie Smith, Bob Dylan, Cole Porter and early blues
and jazz. From the age of 4, Sarah composed songs on piano,
and then at 15 began playing guitar. At 18, she moved to the
USA, busking in the streets and playing gigs.  
Friday 16 December 8.00 £20
Sarah Jane Morris
River deep, mountain high, a truly magnificent voice with a special
FleeceJazz Christmas concert! Don't miss "the breathtaking range
and timbral richness of Sarah Jane Morris's voice.." JAZZWISE
"Sarah Jane Morris could not sing sing insincere note if she tried." -
Jazz Wise. Sarah Jane Morris Vocals, Tony Remy – guitar, Henry
Thomas – bass, Tim Cransfield – guitar. Sarah Jane Morris is a
singer at home in a wide range of genres including pop (she
worked extensively with the Communards), rock and R&B as well
as Jazz . She has a throaty, extraordinarily deep voice. With her
flamboyant, idiosyncratic style, she is a singer 0f awesome
eloquence.  
Friday 23 December 8.00 £20
The Alan Barnes Octet
PRESENTS: A Jazz Christmas Carol * A treat for anyone who loves
music, literature or Christmas! Alan Barnes REEDS and READs
(geddit?), Bruce Adams trumpet, Mark Nightingale trombone,
Robert Fowler sax and clarinet, Karen Sharpe sax and clarinet,
David Newton piano, Simon Thorpe bass, Clark Tracey
drumsReeds maestro Alan Barnes presents an all-star octet to
perform his suite based on Charles Dickensʼ famous seasonal tale. 
This is guaranteed to be a very entertaining evening

To buy tickets for any gig, obtain further information or add your name
to the mailing list please telephone the BOX OFFICE:

01787 211865
All cheques (with S.A.E. please) to:

Jazz at the Fleece, 18 The Causeway, Boxford, Suffolk CO10 5JR

Stoke by Nayland Hotel, Golf & Spa played host to a unique 11-course
taster dinner on October 25th, bringing together many of the region’s top
chefs and young, talented catering students – all working as a highly
skilled team to raise funds for the Teenage Cancer Trust charity.
The spacious kitchens at the Hotel were taken over by numerous

renowned chefs – including one with a Michelin star.  Executive Group
Head Chef, Alan Paton,who runs the 2 AA Rosette-awarded Lakes
Restaurant at the hotel, was delighted to open his doors to his talented
colleagues so they could all showcase their skills and produce a
sumptuous dinner for over 130 delighted guests. Passionate catering
students and professionals alike created an extraordinary range of dishes,
from slow cooked hen’s eggs with pumpkin risotto and truffle to poached
cod with mussels in curry sauce, to blue cheese and white chocolate
bread. The dinner was held in the Hotel’s elegant Devora Suite and each
dish was announced and described by the chef who created it, who also
introduced their young team of assistant chefs. The venue, food and
wines were all donated by sponsors, so all proceeds went to the charity.
The evening included raffle prizes, auctions, bonhomie and, of course,
amazing food. 
“What an incredible evening, bringing together the best of today along
with the talent of tomorrow all in the name of charity. By the end of the
11th, and final, course the evening had raised over £10,000 for the
Teenage Cancer Trust, rounding off a truly inspiring evening for all
involved. 

Tuesday November 1st saw the AGM of the Boxford Gardening Society,
held in Boxford Village Hall. With over 100 members the event was very
well attended and the committee cooked a delicious dinner of chicken
paprica for the members, whilst the members brought along a staggering
selection of puddings for us all to enjoy.
Prizes were awarded for the best ‘garden on a plate’ and the best wreath,
the pictures shows Maggie Thorpe trying to hide behind her prize
winning wreath. Maggie also organised a very fiendish crossword, which
had many stumped!
The next meeting is on Tuesday January 3rd at 7.30pm and will be the
ever popular ‘Gardeners Question Time’ with experts to answering your
gardening problems. Questions should be submitted in advance to:
maggiethorpe37@gmail.com- we look forward to seeing you then!

BOXFORD GARDENING SOCIETY AGM A PASSION TO INSPIRE; A RECIPE FOR SUCCESS



Dear friends,
Thank you....!
With Christmas approaching, no doubt many children are already eagerly
anticipating the Christmas presents that they hope to find under the tree
or in their stocking. But I wonder whethe they look forward with quite the
same anticipation to the thank-you letters that they may have to write
(nudged by their parents) afterwards...? 
Thanking people for

what they do is one of
the seemingly smallest
and yet most important
things that we can do in
life. It is how we take
the time and make the
effort to acknowledge
and show our
appreciation for all that
people do and all that
they give of
themselves. It is high
on my priority list and
something I always try
my best to remember to
do. In fact it is almost
always the very first
item on the “Rector’s Report” that I make to each of my five church
council (PCC) meetings.
Often it is the very smallest kindnesses and thoughtful acts which can
turn the day around and which evoke our gratitude. The touch of a hand,
the sending of a card, the making a phone call or sending of a text, to
share someone’s sorrow, worry or joy; the making of a meal for someone
who is facing difficult circumstances, lonely or struggling to cope;
babysitting for an hour or two to let a young couple have much needed
time going out together; the lighting of a candle and offering up of a short
prayer, when more help is needed in a situation than we feel able to give.
The Bible encourages us to “give thanks to God in everything” but I
wonder if we do, or even, whether, honestly and realistically, we can?
When things are going really well, it is easy to enjoy the ride forgetting
how much we have to be thankful for. And when life is not going well, it
can be hard to find reasons to be thankful.  
Looking back over the last year, I would like to say a huge thank you to
all who have supported the five churches of the benefice in any way.
Regardless of whether or not you are a church officer, PCC member,
whether or not you come to church regularly, occasionally or not at all, I
am grateful for all the financial, moral and practical support that so many
of you in the community have given to the churches – and to me - in
different ways. Above all, I would like to express my gratitude to my
hardworking and long-suffering husband, Rufus.
In some areas, church life is flourishing. Our informal Café Church at
Boxford Church has a very happy atmosphere and good involvement
from the all different strands of the community. Many new people have
joined us this year too on our various rotas. Edwardstone now has a loo
in its car park – praise be ! But elsewhere in the benefice, a tiny group of
people are facing almost impossible odds keeping the life of the church
going, as can be seen in Newton, where, for the time being, and until
more help is forthcoming, they are reluctantly having to reduce their
services next year from two a month to one. Nevertheless, we hold onto
the promise that, “Where two or three are gatherered together, God is the
midst.” And God’s presence - with each and every one of us - few or
many, enjoying the ride or finding the way hard-going -  given to us by
his Spirit and in the gift of his Son, whose birth we will soon celebrate –
really is something to be thankful for.  
Blessings, Revd. Judith 

THIS MONTHS LETTER FROM REV JUDITH
The Girl Who Saved Christmas by Matt Haig

Well, with a name like Amelia
Wishart what else are you
going to do but save
Christmas?
We know, thanks to Matt

Haig’s A Boy Called
Christmas – published this
time last year as the first book
in what now looks like
becoming a continuing series –
how Santa Claus came to be.
The sequel, The Girl Who
Saved Christmas, tells us how
Christmas itself began. A brief
prologue explains how
Amelia, by believing in
miracles even though she has
never seen one, provided
enough magic for Father
Christmas’s inaugural sleigh-
ride and present delivery. The
hope spread and powered him
around the rest of the world,
and Christmas was born.

The main action begins a year later. Amelia – who is a chimney sweep,
because we are in lightly Victorian times – is running out of hope. Her
mother is ill and all a daughter’s wishing does not avert her death nor
Amelia’s capture by Mr Creeper, owner of the very worst of all the local
workhouses, and her incarceration therein.
Meanwhile, Elfhelm – the home of Santa, his helpers and his reindeer –
is under attack by trolls who seem (and astute adult readers may be on the
verge of spotting a metaphor here) inexplicably and disproportionately
angry about something; they smash the village and Santa’s sleigh to bits.
Christmas, as Alan Rickman’s Sheriff of Nottingham once villainously
promised, is cancelled.
One year on, Elfhelm and the sleigh have largely been repaired, but
Amelia is in a bad way. Abandonment by Santa plus a year of workhouse
gruel and punishment have left her spirits lower than ever. Father
Christmas takes one look at his new sleigh’s magic gauge and knows
something must be wrong so sets out to find her. What follows is the
traditional search ’n’ rescue adventure, which involves a crash landing in
Queen Victoria’s bedroom (she wants India as a Christmas present but
settles for a teapot), vengeance on Creeper and a triumphant return to
Elfhelm in time to conclude the troll strand of the narrative, all done with
charm, energy and enough wit to keep even the adults who will be
reading this aloud as a festive bedtime story alert. The Truth Pixie in
particular is the gift that keeps on giving. “I would offer you some
cinnamon cake,” she says at one point, “but I want it all for myself.”
Maybe she will share it with the Lie Pixie, of whom she is becoming
increasingly enamoured – “He gives the best compliments.”
The Girl Who Saved Christmas is a lovely, warm, enveloping seasonal
read aimed at eight-year-olds upwards, which doesn’t stray into tweeness
or sentimentality and has enough moments – such as Amelia’s mother’s
death, and the little meditation on grief that Amelia and Father Christmas
share on their sleigh-ride back to Elfhelm – to give weight to the whole
and stop it becoming a mere shiny bauble to be packed away until next
Christmas. Adults who are aware of Haig’s battles with depression, the
subject of his bestselling book Reasons to Stay Alive, will have a deeper
appreciation of the book’s message about the necessity of hope and the
way it feeds magic and magic feeds it, but children will understand it well
enough and God knows it’s one that bears repeating in as many forms as
we can manage this year.
Amelia’s tale doesn’t have quite the elemental appeal of A Boy Called
Christmas – a Santa Claus origin story is a tough one to beat – or as solid
a structure. The two narrative strands, Amelia’s and the trolls’, are not so
much interwoven as bolted together, and the whole thing feels slightly
bloated compared to the first book. But it is a worthy successor
nevertheless, and certainly one to make any recipient’s Christmas a whole
lot merrier.

THIS MONTH’S GOOD READ 





NEW MOBILE MAST.
For a long time, Boxford has been one of the worst mobile
telephone signal not-spots in South Suffolk. As such, I am
delighted to announce that planning permission has now been
granted for a new mobile telephone mast. This mast, located on
the A1071, will bring dramatic improvements to the
communicative capacity in the village and will be a huge asset to
both residents and local businesses.
In March of this year I launched my Better Mobile Signal for
South Suffolk campaign in Boxford and was very pleased when
nearly 1000 members of the community signed a petition to
Government on this subject. Following the launch I met with
Telefonica to discuss the problems that we are facing in the
constituency and highlighted the case of Boxford as a community
that has essentially no signal and the numerous issues that this can
cause. As such, I am particularly pleased that they have submitted
an application and that it has been approved.
As this mast is owned by Telefonica it will provide increased
signal for those residents who are on O2 and Vodafone. In the
fullness of time it may be that other providers come onto the mast
but I am not aware of any such plans at this time. Though the
planning permission has only just been granted, and no official
timeline has yet been announced, I understand from the provider
that the mast may be completed in the first half of next year.
I hope that the residents of Boxford will join me in welcoming
this long-awaited news.
James Cartlidge MP
Member of Parliament for South Suffolk 

FEEDBACK FROM JAMES FINCH
Your Suffolk County Councillor for the Stour Valley

FEEDBACK FROM BRYN HURREN
Your Babergh District Councilor

➢ Good news for Suffolk’s Early Years Foundation Stage Profile
Results 2016. Provisional figures which have been published by the
Department for Education show an increase in Suffolk children achieving
a Good Level of Development and achievement in their Early Years
Foundation Stage (EYFS) results. These include key areas of learning
and development such as communication and language; physical
development; and personal, social and emotional development. 
Children are assessed by their teacher at the end of the Reception class in
school. For most children their early learning will have included
attending an early education place at a pre-school, day nursery or
childminder before moving into school.  
In Suffolk 70.2% of children achieved a Good Level of Development
(GLD) this year. This is slightly above the rest of England. The
percentage of children eligible for free school meals achieving a GLD
compared with those not eligible, has also improved this year. This means
the gap between the groups has narrowed by 7% points. 
It is particularly pleasing to note the improvement seen for children
eligible for free school meals across the county. The results include a
group of children who first received a free place at two years old rather
than aged three, because their parents were eligible, for economic
reasons. This national policy seems to be making a difference to the
children whose families are less well off, because we can see they have
achieved more compared to children with similar backgrounds who did
not have a place at two in previous years. 
To find out if a two year-old is eligible for free childcare, visit
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/children-families-and-learning/childcare-
information-and-support-for-parents-and-providers/guidance-for-
parents-and-carers/free-early-learning-for-2-year-olds/ 
All children, no matter their family circumstances, are entitled to free
early education (childcare) from the term after their third birthday up
until they start school full time.  More information and details of how to
apply can be found here:  https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/children-families-
and-learning/childcare-information-and-support-for-parents-and-
providers/guidance-for-parents-and-carers/ 
➢ Delivery of the new Greater Anglia rail franchise is key focus at
this year’s Suffolk Rail Conference. Rail network infrastructure
requirements needed to deliver the new Greater Anglia Rail Franchise
were the key topics discussed at this year’s rail conference held on
Monday 24 October in Ipswich. 
The phasing of rail infrastructure was one of the issues delegates
explored with rail industry leaders and representatives from Government
departments including Network Rail. Improving track capacity, signals
and level crossings are just some of the areas required for improvement
to support new rolling stock and additional train services, which have
been confirmed as part of the new Greater Anglia rail franchise contract
announced in August. 
The conference was attended by speakers from Greater Anglia, Network
Rail, and the Department for Transport. Representatives from the
Transport Research Laboratory, Crossrail and The East West Rail
Consortium also provided presentations on rail innovation and new
opportunities for businesses that wish to use this opportunity to benefit
from faster, more reliable services. 
This annual conference is a key date in the diary each year in helping to
lobby Government and rail organisations to deliver better East Anglian
passenger and freight rail services. The new passenger franchise is the
reward for this effort but there is still more to do for the Suffolk’s
residents and businesses to make it a reality in the next decade.
➢ Be Safe and Seen in Suffolk - Thousands of children to receive free
safety reflectors as part of new road safety campaign. Suffolk County
Council has worked in partnership with BBC Radio Suffolk to launch a
new road safety campaign this autumn – ‘Be Safe and Seen in Suffolk.’ 
The campaign will see over 12,000 badge reflectors given to primary
school aged children, which can be worn on their coats or backpacks to
reflect the beam of vehicles in darker conditions to ensure that children
are seen as they walk with friends and parents.  The idea and concept for
the campaign was developed earlier this year through discussions with
BBC Radio Suffolk. A design competition took place as part of the events
and activities at this year’s Suffolk Show with the winning design
selected from over 190 entries. A major part of undertaking this campaign
was the determination to promote exercise, walking and physical activity
amongst young people. It was understood that to achieve this, the
children and their families needed to feel safe before stepping out during
the darker months. So the reflector campaign was born! The campaign is
part of Suffolk’s Year of Walking, which celebrates walking in Suffolk,
promotes walking events and encourages new walking opportunities. 

Firstly the news that Babergh/midsuffolk have appointed a new chief
executive to replace Charlie Adan. His name is Arthur Chavinio and he
will be in post in the new year, I wish him all good luck and look forward
to meeting him once he is in post. One of the first things he will have to
put his mind to is the fall out following the council’s decision to move
H.Q. to Endeavour House in Ipswich which is proving unpopular to staff
and public alike. Moving nearer to home the Mobile Phone Mast on the
By-pass has received planning permission and hopefully will be erected
in the late spring of next year, I have asked if it could be a little quicker
but we will see and the time as always will soon pass. My thanks to all
who helped with the petition including James Cartlidge and for getting
this scheme off the ground and running. It is wonderful to see all the
shops and business’s trading so well and I hope we can all support them
as much as we can, it may cost a little more to shop locally but well
worth it to keep the village vibrant. The new management at the Post
office/stores have made good changes which are  certainly worth a look
and a great improvement. We should soon have the Local Shop’s signs
on the By-pass and then all we will need is a car park ( thinking caps on
for that one ) The last of the houses at Station Field was allocated last
week and the new residents have as far as I know all moved in, there was
an unexpected hitch with the shared ownership houses which has now
been sorted out after many frantic phone calls. Thanks for the feedback
from those who have contacted me and I hope these village homes bring
you all much happiness and security. If there are any issues that anyone
needs help with on district council matters please contact me. All Best
Wishes  Bryn.

SAD NEWS FROM SESAW
Here we are at the end of another year, approaching another festive season.
Apologies for my unenthusiastic intro but like everyone at SESAW, my
little heart is very heavy just now.   It's difficult to be cheery as Mum’s dear
husband, Ron, passed away recently.   The two of them started animal
rescue decades ago, right here in their own home.   My canine pals, Barney,
Daisy and Tyler were Dad's constant companions and nearly as
inconsolable as Mum but everyone has been very kind.   SESAW is closed,
except by prior appointment and the wonderful Volunteers are working
hard to keep the Sanctuary running as smoothly as possible.  We are
grateful to all our supporters, both at this sad time and throughout the year.
Without all these good people, SESAW could not exist.   Despite our
sorrow, our fundraising Christmas Fair will go ahead as animals in need
continue to arrive.   There will be something for everyone and you can say
hello to me too.   Try the Parcel Game, Tombola and Raffle then enjoy a
snack at the Old School, Long Melford, 10-3pm on 20th November.
Meanwhile, best wishes for a happy, healthy and safe Christmas from all at
SESAW   www.sesaw.co.uk



PPaappeerr  HHaannggeerr  aanndd  IInntteerriioorr  DDeeccoorraattoorr
0011778877  221111447711  oorr  0077773333  332255666699

ggaarryyddjjaarrvviiss@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm

Gary Jarvis

www.allseasonsmarquees.co.uk
info@allseasonsmarquees.co.uk



For those of you familiar with the tale of Robin Hood, or not. One of the
characters is a minstrel chap by the name of Alan a Dale.
Now this years pantomime by Boxford Drama Group is ‘Robin Hood’
and not wishing to break with tradition the minstrel chappy will be
involved, and that’s where the story begins.
Being a period piece the minstrel needs to play something to accompany
his verse.
Those with a musical gift, and I have to admit not to being one, are not
that keen on their treasured possessions being mauled and mishandled by
others. Certainly, not a bunch of amateur actors with scant regard for the
niceties of caring for said instruments.
However, there are members of BDG who are the proud owners of
Guitars, but no, that was not going to cut the mustard.
‘It has to be a Lute.’ Sayeth the director.
Have you ever tried to borrow a musical instrument let alone a lute?
Lutes are almost as plentiful as chocolate fire guards.
So it was, that back in February the editor of this fable, ordered a set of
Plans for the making of a Renaissance Lute. It can’t be that difficult and
we always make our own props.
In due course the plans arrived and that’s all they were. A set of plans
with some numbers and info on what woods would be required.
Instructions as to ‘How to Make a Lute’ were not included.
Undeterred a few days’ research on the internet furnished just a little
more knowledge but it was going to be down to ‘Suck it and see’.
A visit to a specialist supplier of woods for musical instruments, in July,
was not a one hundred percent success.
The Indian Rosewood needed to make the bowl of the lute was still
somewhere in India. Whether it was still part of a tree and by what date
it might arrive in Blighty was also unknown. ‘It should be September’
stated the very helpful person behind the counter.
Not to worry there are plenty of things to be getting on with before
September, I thought.
And there were, I made the mould for the bowl, the neck, the fret board,
the bracers, the peg box and the bridge. But come the end of August there
was still no news on the wood from India.
Given that the pantomime was scheduled to start on the 31st November,
this news posed a significant problem.
I estimated that it would take two months to make the Lute and the person
charged with the odious task of playing the minstrel needed at least two
weeks to learn the first 1,728 Chords.
What to do? We do like a challenge.
Use a different hardwood was the solution, although what effect that will
have on the acoustic qualities of the lute remains a mute question.
Anyway, we pressed on with the scrap Teak available in my workshop
and bye and bye there was the bowl all finished and looking like a pear
split down the middle.
After another week of fixing and fiddling there was a finished instrument.
Now I am not an expert and I do not profess to being a Lautist but if it
looks like a Lute and sounds like a Lute it is certainly not a Duck.
However, to find out what the end result is like and who the author is, you
will need to come along to this years Panto at Boxford Village Hall.
David Phillips

A STORY IN THE MAKING



13 Year old Boxford boy releases first album 'Eternal Circles'.
Part proceeds in aid of The TYMES Trust. 
Hello, my name is Oliver De Alwis & I’m 13 years old. I have been ill
for almost 2 years with M.E/CFS (Chronic fatigue syndrome or Myalgic
Encephalomyelitis). 
This illness makes me extremely tired all of the time. It's been very hard
staying at home and not being able to go to school or see my friends. 
On a positive note, since Christmas 2015, I started making music. As I’ve
been at home so long, I got very bored so I began making music with my
computer. 
I would like to say a massive thank you to Tom Price (who taught me at
Rock School 2 years ago) for teaching me how to make music using my
computer.
I spend most of my time making music and so far i’ve made 19 songs
and working on a few more. I’m also working on some songs with Tom
who is a very talented music producer. 
I am very proud that 2 of my songs  (Eternal Circles & Long John) were
recently broadcast on BBC Introducing, a program on BBC
Suffolk/Essex which features new, up and coming musical artists.
I’m giving you the opportunity to buy my first album 'Eternal Circles'
which contain all of my songs so far, for £5.99.  I will donate £1 from the
sale of each CD to The TYMES Trust charity who supports young people
with ME.
By selling this album I will be able to buy software that will help me on
my journey to becoming a music producer.
If you are interested in buying an album, please contact me on my home
phone number (01787 211618) or send me an email
(oleedealwis@hotmail.co.uk)
If you would like to hear some of my tracks, here are the links:
Eternal Circles(on the radio):

https://soundcloud.com/olliedealwis/eternal-circles
Stiff Springs: https://soundcloud.com/olliedealwis/stiff-springs
Oliver's CD's will be available to buy from Boxford Stores/Post Office.

''EETTEERRNNAALL  CCIIRRCCLLEESS''

Oliver's logos for his song Eternal Circles 

Remember
The Box River News can be seen in full colour by
downloading from the internet. 
Just go to boxfordvillagehall.co.uk and click on the BRN icon.
The Newsletter is usually available about two days after the
published press date. ed.kench@btinternet.com



BOXFORD UNITED CHARITIES
Registered Charity Number: 207861
The Trustees of Boxford United Charities will meet on Monday 28 th   November
2016 and will consider applications for grant aid from residents living in the three
parishes   of   Boxford,   Groton   and   Edwardstone,   for   educational,   medical
and general   charitable   purposes.   Applications   from   individuals   or
organisations (serving   the   above   area)   are   invited   and   should   be   made
in   writing   to   Guy Godfray, Clerk to the Trustees, 17 Swan Street, Boxford,
Sudbury CO10 5

LITTLE WALDINGFIELD CHARITIES
Also known as John Wincoll – 209981

The charity was originally set up in 1869 to relieve “conditions of need,
hardship or distress”.

However, if you are over sixty-five, retired and have lived in Little
Waldingfield for a year or more you may be eligible for the Christmas gift.

Please apply by 30th November to the Clerk, Sue Mitchell on 247173

GROTON UNITED CHARITIES
The Trustees of Groton United Charities will be meeting to review applications
for grants in November, and will be pleased to receive requests from individuals
living in Groton and from organisations in Boxford whose activities benefit the
residents of Groton.
Requests for grants should be sent to the Clerk to the Trustees, Jeremy Osborne,
at Waterside Barn, Groton Street, Groton CO10 5EE or by e-mail to
jeremyosborne1@btinternet.com

Breast screening mobile
The Breast screening mobile will be once again visiting Sudbury, at the King
Fisher leisure Centre, October to December 2016. Please note this is an invitation
service only, screening women aged 50-70 years. If you are over 70 years of age,
you may self-refer for a mammogram once every 3 years: call us on 01284
713941. If you have a breast problem see your GP.  Please let us know if you
cannot make an appointment. 

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS - CAN YOU HELP !
Boxford Community Car Scheme provides transport to medical appointments
for registered residents of the Hadleigh & Boxford Practice, for Hospitals,
Dentists,
Opticians etc., standard reimbursement for running costs of 45p per mile.
Any assistance you could offer would be greatly appreciated.
Details from Sue Green on 01787-210603.

British Legion Poppy Wreath
With Pride & Honour Sheila Gooderham lay a Poppy Wreath at the War
Memorial in Boxford on Remembrance Sunday.
In Remembrance of The Women's Land Army.
The 'WLA' was first established in WW1, but re-founded shortly before the "For
all those ladies that helped feed our country

NEWS FROM CLUBS AND ORGANISATIONS
Boxford Christmas card
The profit from this year’s Christmas card will be donated to The Boxford
Guides.
Over the years this group has helped shape the lives of many young girls from the
village and surrounding areas to become valuable members of our community.
They are on sale in the Post Office now at £4.00 for a pack of 10 cards with
envelopes and £1.10 from each pack sold will be donated to the group.
For the last two years we have used Charles Evans for the design and whilst he
lives in Yorkshire he is a frequent visitor to this area where he runs residential
painting classes, you may have seen him outside the White Hart with a group of
12 students at the end of September.
Thank you from 3PR

Thank You from 3PR
We are amazed how the people of the three Villages and one Club have responded
to our  appeal.for funds to buy an  up to date advanced defibrillator which will
allow us to treat very small children, plus a training defibrillator for all the group
to use, Now, thanks to your generosity we can also replace our second  teams
ageing machine as well, this will be introduced once the team has been updated
in its use 
It has proved that we live in a wonder full caring community
Thankyou              Vic Rice.  President 3.P.R.

OFFICE EQUIPMENT SALE
Single pedestal and table desks
2 and 4 drawer fileing cabinets

Various storage cupboards
Desk Chair

Various items of office equipment
telephone 01787 211182



ROBIN HOOD
BOXFORD’S CHRISTMAS PANTO!
Robin and his merry band, the delightful but pennyless Maid Marion and
her faithful Nurse, Nora, the evil Sherrif of Nottingham and even a
surprising appearance from an unexpected historical character at the end,
combine to make a memorable panto for Boxford. Full of songs and bad
jokes, together with a bit of slapstick, Robin Hood will set the mood for
Christmas this year!
Wed 30th Nov Family Night £8 adults £4 Children - Bar, raffle but no
supper - starts 7pm
Thurs 1st Dec till Sat 3rd £15 with traditional Christmas Dinner served
in the interval as well as Bar and Raffle
Tickets will be on sale Saturday Morning 29th October from 9am till
10am at Boxford Village Hall. Then from Boxford Post Office or by
calling David Phillips on 01787 211951.

QUIZ AND CHIPS
Saturday, January 14th 7.30pm at Groton Village Hall
The Groton Church fund-raising team have another treat for you: a whole
evening of “Quizzing” and a delicious meal brought in from the Chip
Shop [you can choose what you have with your chips, for instance  fish,
chicken, sausage etc] Please bring your own wine, beer etc., soft drinks
and glasses provided. This should be a good evening, so get your clever
friends together, and buy your  tickets, which will be available soon at
only £10 each, from Pat Kennedy Scott[210319] or Jayne Foster
[211360] All proceeds to St. Bartholomew’s Church.

A Boxford Benefit for Peter Hibben.
Veronica Hobbs is organising a big Valentines Disco Dance on Saturday,
February 11th to benefit Peter Hibben (details below). Local businesses
and organisations are generously supporting the event so she is able to
pass on all profits to Peter to help him with his future care.
This is a ’Tickets in advance only’ event, where a professional DJ will
play music that will suit everyone from Dad Dancing to hits of the
seventies up to the present day. There will be a Buffet Supper and a full
bar and some interesting raffle prizes!
VALENTINES DISCO DANCE
Saturday February 11th 7.30 pm till late at Boxford Village Hall.
Tickets £12.50 (IN ADVANCE ONLY) from: Veronica Hobbs 01787
211529, Sylvia Tait 01787 210053, Eileen Norman 01787 210229, David
House 01787 210918

Wot’s On



LWHS Programme of Events - 2016/2017
7th December
The Angel Roofs of East Anglia by Michael Rimmer.
Michael will reveal the history and development of this fascinating
subject. Outstanding photographs will reveal the visual quality of these
works of art.
18th January
What did your grandfather do in the great war?  by David Empsom.
LWHS member only event - A talk on medals & military research through
the ages.
15th February
Chilton: A journey through time by David Burnett.
Beginning in the late Bronze Age, incorporating discovery of Saxon
treasure and riotous church behaviour, with memories of Chiltonians past
and present.
15th March
Henry Adams Cupper by Geoffrey Robinson.
A Suffolk Pioneer, a transatlantic journey into the unknown.
19th April
Connections between Suffolk and India by Ashley Cooper.
Ashley is a brilliant speaker and this talk will be full of surprises.
17th May
The Life and Art of Thomas Gainsborough by Mark Bills.
Mark is a director of Gainsborough’s House, so who better to speak to us.
14th June
The life and times of Joan of Arc by Joy Bounds.
Joy is a local writer who focuses on women's issues and history who has
published widely. This talk is based on “Far From Home” - her novel
about Joan of Arc.

CHELSWORTH CHRISTMAS FAIR
ALL SAINTS' CHURCH, CHELSWORTH
3 DECEMBER 2016 11am to 3pm
Kick-start your Christmas shopping at our Fair held in the beautiful 13th
Century All Saints’ Church. Around 30 stalls selling gifts and produce.
Raffle, wonderful bric-a-brac and tombolas.   Carols from members of the
Hadleigh Community Choir. All proceeds to the Church.
Entry £3, children free. Free parking. 
All Saints’ Church, The Street, Chelsworth, IP7 7HU
Website: http://www.chelsworth .org.uk/village/index.html
Sponsors: The Peacock Inn, Chelsworth

Wot’s On



CHRISTMAS FAIR
FRIDAY DECEMBER 2ND  5.30 PM -- 8.00 PM
SATURDAY 3RD  11 AM -- 5 PM  4TH 11 AM -- 4 PM
Come and join us for a fabulous festive weekend of Christmas shopping
with 40 fantastic stalls,  food market, entertainment,  Father Christmas in
his grotto, children's fairground rides and funfair, strolling Disney
entertainers, wine bar, hog roast, hot food, mulled wine....all in our lovely
medieval village. For more information go to www.lovelavenham.co.uk

Boxford WI
Our Speaker this month was Vernon Lever a local Artist. Vernon has been
painting for around 10 years and takes his inspiration from the Suffolk
landscape. He demonstrated his watercolour skills with a painting of Pin
Mill. His advice is to keep the colours simple and to use a limited palette.
This year Vernon’s work appears in the Sudbury calendar. As well as
doing his own art, Vernon is also Chairman of the Lavenham Arts Society,
Chairman of the U3A Art Group and runs 6 art classes including passing
his skills on to children. How does he find the time? We all enjoyed
Vernon’s talk and demonstration and it has inspired those artists amongst
us to take up our paint brushes again!  Thank you Vernon it was a pleasure
to have you visit our WI. 
Future meetings
7 December Christmas party Village hall 2pm
8 December Craft club Mary’s house 2pm
4 January Food waste a talk by Village hall 2pm

Richard Upton of Waitrose
11 January Craft club – sensory bands Village hall 2pm
27 January Festive lunch Lavenham village hall
1 February Tai Chi demonstration Village hall 2pm
8 February Craft club – Snail making Mary’s house 2pm
22 February Book club Mary’s house 2pm

Wot’s On

LEAVENHEATH CINEMA SATURDAY 3RD DECEMBER
Tickets  Telephone:  Lesley (01206 262505) or Ken (01206 263266)

£3.50 per adult and £2.00 per young person

Polstead Digital Cinema Friday 16th December
Tickets £3.50 from the Polstead Community Shop or 01787 210029

All films start at 7.30pm, doors open at 7.00pm



NEWTON VILLAGE HALL DIARY DATES
DECEMBER 2016
Saturday 3rd 10.00 am Church Xmas coffee morning
Tuesday 6th 2.00 pm Fireside Club –Xmas decorations
Wednesday 7th 7.30 pm            Village Hall committee meeting
Wednesday 14th  7.30 pm              Parish Council meeting
Monday    19th 12-12.30 pm       Fireside Club – Xmas lunch at Cock &
Bell
JANUARY  2017
Tuesday 5th 2.00 pm Fireside Club – tba
Saturday 8th 10.00 am Newton Green Trust coffee morning
Wednesday 11th 7.30 pm Parish Council Meeting
Tuesday  17th   2.00 pm     Fireside Club - tba 
REGULAR EVENTS
Monday mornings (term time only): Yoga class (phone Sophia on 313662 for
details)
Monday evenings: (6.00 pm) Trayfit high intensity exercise class (call Tracy
07772 575325)
Monday and Thursday evenings: Western Partner Dance Club (call Chris
371006)
Tuesday evenings: JT Steppers Line Dance Club (call Jean on 377434)
Friday afternoons: Art and Craft club (call Anne on 312346)
Friday evenings: Sudbury and District Wargames Club (call Brian on 312160

Groton’s Cheese and Wine Party
Saturday, December 3rd, 7.30pm at Groton Village Hall
Tickets will soon be available for this popular annual event; all the usual
attractions, excellent food, Pat-and-Gerald Bar, Raffle, etc, all for the
price of £8 each from Pat Kennedy Scott [210319] or Jayne Foster
[211360]

Wot’s On





November
30 nov to 3 Dec Robin Hood Boxford Drama Goup Boxford Village Hall 7.30pm

December
3 Church Christmas coffee morning Newton PCC Newton Village Hall 10.00am
5 Groton’s Cheese and Wine Groton PCC Groton Village Hall 7.30pm
7 Boxford WI Christmas Party Boxford Village Hall 2.00pm
7 Little Waldingfield History Soc The Angel Roofs of East Anglia Parish Rooms 7.30pm
8 Boxford WI Craft Grop (membes only) Mary’s House 2.00pm
9 Festive Fayre Boxford Village Hall 6.30pm
9/10 Milden Singers Milden Pavillion Milden Pavillion 9th 7.00

10th 1.30pm
January

3 Boxford Gardening Society Gardeners Question Time Boxford Village Hall 7.30pm
4 Boxford WI Food Waste Boxford Village Hall 2.00pm
11 Boxford WI Craft Club, Sensory Hands Mary’s House 2.00pm
14 Quiz and Chips Groton PCC Groton Village Hall 7.30pm
18 Little Waldingfield History Soc What did gandad do in the war Parish Rooms 7.30pm
23 Unhappy Families (see ad for other dates) Boxford Study Centre Groton Village Hall
27 Boxford WI Festive Lunch Boxford Village Hall 2.00pm
28 Fun and Games Night Boxford Community Council Boxford Village Hall 7.30pm

February
1 Boxford WI Tai Chi Demo Boxford Village Hall 2.00pm
8 Boxford WI Craft Club, Snail Making Mary’s House 2.00pm
11 Valentines Dance Peter Hibben Benefit Boxford Village Hall 7.30pm
15 Little Waldingfield History Soc A journey through time Parish Rooms 7.30pm
22 Boxford WI Book Club Mary;s House 2.00pm
First and Third Monday each month Boxford Parish Council Meetings in Bell House, Stone Street St, Boxford 7.30pm

FFoorrtthhccoommiinngg  EEvveennttss  DDiiaarryy

Expert legal help for business and for individuals...
Accident claims - Commercial and company law
Commercial property - Commercial German legal services
Employment - Environmental Law -
Estates, trusts and wills - Family and children
Farming and rural business affairs
Health and safety - Licensing - Litigation/mediation
Residential property - Rural business affairs 

Bates Wells & Braithwaite Solicitors
27 Friars Street Sudbury C0102AD
T: 01787 880440    E: solicitors@bwblegal.com 

Bates Wells
& Braithwaite

Clean ʻN  ̓Gleam
Phone Mark on: 01787 880371
Mobile: 07904 594957



The Box River Parishes Church News
Boxford • Edwardstone • Groton • Little Waldingfield • Newton
Priest in Charge: The Revd Judith Sweetman

The Rectory, School Hill, Boxford CO10 5JT
Tel: 01787 210091; e-mail: rvdjudithboxriver@btinternet.com 
The Revd Judith’s day off is normally Friday but this may vary according to circumstances

NSM: The Revd David Abel, 13 Church Street, Boxford CO10 5DU
Tel: 211765; e-mail: davidabel19@hotmail.com 

Reader: Christopher Kingsbury, Rose Cottage, Sherbourne Street, Edwardstone CO10 5PD
Tel: 211236; Fax: 211238; e-mail: ChrisKingsC@aol.com

Lay Elder: David Lamming, 20 Holbrook Barn Road, Boxford CO10 5HU
Tel: 210360; Fax:  329770;  07968 791135; e-mail: djlamming@hotmail.com

Please let any of the above or a Churchwarden know if you would like a home visit, home communion or a hospital visit, or of any cases of sickness or
otherwise where they might be of assistance.

Benefice house: Mary’s House, 5 Swan Street, Boxford CO10 5NZ. 
For much more information about the five parishes in our Benefice please go to our Church Near You web site at www.achurchnearyou.com.

THE PARISH OF 
ST MARY, BOXFORD

Churchwarden:
Peter Dilnot

Assistant Churchwarden:
Michael Gray

Mobile: 07931 043926
Email: boxford.warden@btinternet.com

Cafe Church will be on Sunday December 4th at 11.00 am.
All are very welcome to this informal time of worship. We
serve good coffee and pastries! 

We will be holding our candle lit Christingle Service on Sunday
December 4th at 4.00 pm

This service is where we raise funds for the
Children’s Society and enjoy a family candle
lit service. The latest report from the Society
on the impact of its work said that over 18,000
young people turned to The Children’s
Society for help over the past year. The
Report, The Difference We Made, shows that
the charity’s services across the country
worked directly with 18,193 young people
during 2015/2016, while its campaigning
work has contributed to over 5.6 million

positive changes to children’s lives, a 311% increase on the previous year.
The report reveals how the charity is helping vulnerable children and
young people, including those affected by child sexual exploitation, mental
and emotional health, going missing, or substance misuse, and those in
care or leaving care. The report assessed children and young people
directly helped by The Children’s Society over the past year and found that
73% had experienced a positive change in at least one key area of their life.

Christmas Services
Sunday December 18th A
Carol Service for the whole
family at 6.30 pm followed by
mulled wine and mince pies.
Saturday December 24th
Christmas Eve Midnight
Communion at 11.30 pm
Sunday December 25th
Christmas Day A Family
Service for Christmas Day at
10.00 am

The Boxford 2017 Calendar is
now on sale in the Post Office. It
makes a great gift and souvenir.
Priced at £7.00 a copy, all proceeds
go to St. Mary's Church, or you can
email Chris Kingsbury at
ChrisKingsC@aol.com and we
will reserve you a copy.

Sunday 4th DECEMBER

GENERAL CHURCH NEWS
Diocesan Synod
The synod held its autumn meeting on 12th November in Ipswich.
Bishop Martin began his presidential address by calling for prayer for all
those suffering from the violence in Aleppo and Mosul (see further
below). He introduced the new diocesan secretary, Anna Hughes, who
will take up her role on 30th January 2017. Currently, Anna is CEO of the
charity ‘Suffolk Mind’ and she is a former Finance Director of Ipswich
Town FC. Synod broke into small groups to discuss implementation of
the strategic priorities of the diocesan vision (watch this space for more
news) and then heard encouraging presentations from the Revd Margaret
Blackall on the Pettistree Friday Service and from the Revd Carl Melville
on ‘family@church’. Michael Wilde, DBF vice-chairman, presented the
revised diocesan budget for 2017: with a net £324,000 reduction in costs
and a realistic assessment of Parish Share collection, the aim now is for
a £7,000 surplus at the end of 2017. If achieved, the diocese will be in a
position to apply for up to £3m growth funding from the Church
Commissioners.  Charles Darley, the Interim Diocesan Secretary,
informed synod of the many ‘turn-around’ changes made in the last 5
months, and thanked all concerned for their support. Finally, synod gave
unanimous approval to a motion about Food Waste, proposed by the
Revd Andrew Dotchin on behalf of Colneys Deanery Synod. It is hoped
that this will now be debated as a diocesan motion at General Synod in
February.  (See the New Wine for the terms of the resolution: more on
this next month.)



THE PARISH OF 
ST MARY THE VIRGIN,

EDWARDSTONE
Churchwarden:

Vacant

David Stranack and we were pleased to welcome him to All Saints' for a
return visit. Thank you to Nancy Roser for playing the organ for the
service and also to our helpers for the refreshments.
Sunday 11th December at 4.00 pm.  Our Carol Service will take place
in the Nave of the Church and the Mill Wheel Singers are making a
return visit. Please come and enjoy the words and music, which benefit
from the amazing acoustics of the Nave. Mince pies and wine will be
served in the Chancel. We will be delighted to welcome you to this
festive occasion.
Saturday 24th December at 3.00 pm. Our Crib Service is an informal
service for all ages, with children particularly welcome. This service will
include carols and songs with children in mind and there will be a simple
retelling of the Christmas story. During the service the children will be
invited to gather round for the blessing of the Crib. Please come and join
us as we host the first Service of Christmas Eve in the Benefice.
Thank you to all who came to join us for various services during 2016.
A special thank you to Revd. Judith for all that she does for us in church
and out in our community, and to our organist, Nancy Roser and our
Churchwarden, Christine Cornell and all helpers. We appreciate 'the
behind the scenes' work that our Church Pages Editor, Rufus, carries out
for us.  We wish you all peace at Christmas and during the coming year.
Reduction in Newton Church Services from January 2017.
Please note that, with much regret, Newton church council (PCC) has
decided to go down from two Sunday services per month to one, on a
trial basis, losing the 9.30 am service on the second Sunday of the month
and retaining only the 11:00 am service on the fourth Sunday of the
month. This is because the one or two people who always set up for
services, organising refreshments and tidying up afterwards, are under
increasing pressure, due to illness and caring responsibilities, such that
they are unable to sustain two services a month. Please do consider
whether or not you would be able to join the team on a regular basis, so
that this very sad situation can be rectified in the future. Revd. Judith  
We wish you all a very Happy Christmas.

BENEFICE NEWS
100 Years, 100 Treasures: A celebration of Suffolk Churches
David Lamming still has a small stock of this colourful book (price £5),
produced to celebrate the centenary of our diocese in 2014 and featuring
two of the churches in our benefice It would make a good Christmas
present or stocking filler, or why not buy one to keep in your car?
Contact David at Tel: 01787 210360 or e mail djlamming@hotmail.com.

THE PARISH OF 
ST BARTHOLOMEW,

GROTON
Churchwardens:

Vacant

THE PARISH OF 
ST LAWRENCE, 

LITTLE WALDINGFIELD
Churchwardens:

Vacant

THE PARISH  OF 
ALL SAINTS, NEWTON

Churchwarden:
Christine Cornell,

“Opus”, Sudbury Road, Newton,Tel; 370331

Edwardstone Church Rocks!!
Edwardstone Church came alive on 15th October when ZHL Strings,
buskers from Covent Garden, set the place alive with a mixture of
classical and contemporary music.  This amazing evening was all thanks
to an inspirational flash from Jan Paul who saw them performing in
Covent Garden and invited them to Suffolk.
Over 115 people enjoyed two separate recitals on the organ with a medley
of classical and popular melodies from David Richardson.  David set the
scene for both the first half and second half and so thrilled us all that, by
acclaim, he joined with ZHL Strings in a fantastic closing finale.
The lucky audience enjoyed canapes galore as plate after plate arrived
which was washed down with beer and wine.  An envelope draw for
champagne and a well visited bar ensured a final total of £2,500 was
raised for the Church.
An evening to remember for us all and certainly one to be repeated.
Saturday 24th December. Our Carol Service takes place on Christmas
Eve as usual at 6.00 pm.  Do come and join us.
Rota
Sunday 18th December at 9.30 am Morning Worship
Sidesman/Coffee David and Sheila Saddleton
Flowers No flowers in Advent – All for Christmas   
Cleaning Diana Hawke 

Christmas carols
Groton’s Carol Service this year is to be on Wednesday 21st December
2016 at 7.00 pm.  Do join us for this traditional service of readings and
carols when we look forward to the annual celebration the birth of Jesus
Christ.  As the bidding prayer puts it, “Be it our care and delight to
prepare ourselves to hear again the message of the angels, and in heart
and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to
pass, and the babe lying in the manger.”
Quiz and Chips 
Saturday, January 14th 7.30pm at Groton Village Hall
The Groton Church fund-raising team have another treat for you: a
whole evening of “Quizzing” and a delicious meal brought in from the
Chip Shop [you can choose what you have with your chips, for instance
fish, chicken, sausage etc] Please bring your own wine, beer etc., soft
drinks and glasses provided. This should be a good evening, so get your
clever friends together, and buy your  tickets, which will be available
soon at only £10 each, from Pat Kennedy Scott[210319] or Jayne Foster
[211360] All proceeds to St. Bartholomew’s Church.

Rotas
Flowers
No flowers in Advent
Sidesmen
14th Mrs. Gardiner and Mr. Powell
20th Mrs. Ridgeon and Mr. Bowden
24th Mr. and Mrs. Simpson
(If you are going to be away and unable to help, please let Tricia know
on 01787 247932.)
On 25th October Reverend Judith led the funeral service for Betty
Rattee.  Many friends from the village joined Betty's family and her

friends, some having travelled far to be with us.  The occasion, although
sad, was joyful too, as we listened to memories of her from her family
and friends.  After a long life of service may she rest in peace.
Our Five Villages service on All Saints Day, 30th October, was very well
attended with many friends from Newton, Groton, Edwardstone and
Boxford.  It was so good to welcome them, especially those who had not
visited us before.  We all enjoyed being together for the service and the
time spent afterwards with Reverend Judith.  Refreshments were served
and much appreciated.
Our Christmas Carol Service will be held on Tuesday 20th December
at 7:00 pm.  There will be mulled wine and mince pies.
Please join us to sing carols round the village on Thursday 22nd
December. We meet at The Swan at 6.00 pm.  We shall be collecting for
CRISIS.
The Christmas Eve Communion Service will be held on Saturday 24th
December at 9.00 pm.
Thank you to all those who help us in the church services, who decorate
the church and all those who so generously donate towards the
Restoration Fund and the general upkeep of the building.
23rd October. Our Service of Morning Worship was conducted by Revd. 

Copy Date for Church News in the Christmas and New year Box River News: 
Please, NO LATER THAN 10th December 2016

 Failure to meet the date will mean your copy may not be included
Thank you. Rev’d Judith. 01787 210091

email address: rvdjudithboxriver@btinternet.com



This year, 15 crosses were 'planted', or laid, in addition to the parish
council wreath - one for each of the 15 men from Groton who gave their
lives in the two world wars (11 in the 1st; 4 in the 2nd.) People came
forward to plant the crossed as the names were read out. They included
the granddaughter of someone killed in the 1914-18 war, and the son and
nephew of two brothers killed in the 2nd WW.



Well, 2016 has certainly been full of surprises, if nothing else. First we
had the unexpected decision of the British people to vote to leave the
European Union. Now we have someone who was viewed as a rank
outsider becoming the 45th President of the most powerful nation on
Earth. Waking up to the news that Donald Trump had succeeded in
defeating Hillary Clinton to take the Presidency set me thinking about the
possible consequences. 
Make no mistake, this was no mean achievement. At the very beginning
he was viewed as unlikely to gain even the Republican nomination, but
one by one he ousted his opposition. He has thus become the first ever to
win this office without ever having held a position in government or
serving in the armed forces in America. Hillary Clinton, in contrast, has
been a senator, is a qualified lawyer, was First Lady for eight years and
served as Secretary of State under President Obama. The American
people seem to have delivered a strong message.
What should we take from this result? Perhaps the first thing is that
opinion polls can no longer be trusted. Having got the outcome of both
our referendum and the US Presidential election wrong, you have to
wonder why the methodology is failing. Interestingly, on both occasions
it seemed that it was older working class men that swung the balance in
favour of the underdog. One Republican supporter opined that the
opinion polls had got it wrong before the election had taken place on the
basis that the typical Trump supporter was unlikely to participate in an
opinion poll. He probably got it right.
The second, and more worrying, conclusion must be that political

opinion is polarising in a way that seems to favour right wing extremist
parties. While these surprise results could of themselves bring about some
significant changes in terms of both social and economic development, if
this trend continues in those elections due next year, we could have some
very large shifts in the political landscape in Europe in particular. Such an
outcome would make the Brexit decision seem largely irrelevant.
Amongst the possible casualties of both Britain leaving the European
Union and Donald Trump becoming the US President could be
globalisation itself.  America can become a more insular economy if it so
chooses. While the fall in the price of oil has put the development of shale
oil and gas reserves on hold, the reality is that the US could relatively
easily become energy self sufficient. A more isolationist America would

carry consequences for European security. Trump has already indicated
that he believes Europe needs to bear more of the cost of NATO, which
has worrying implications, given the aggressive stance taken by the
Russian president in recent years.
So we end 2016 with a lot of imponderables created by the two

unexpected poll results. 2017, which sees general elections in both France
and Germany, could contain even more surprises. While I remain broadly
optimistic (Trump is already softening his line on a number of his more
extreme positions and arguably his election could make our negotiations
easier), I am very conscious that life could be very different in a couple
of year’s time. There is an old Chinese curse that goes along the lines of
“May you live in interesting times”. That certainly applies to all of us
right now.

Brian Tora is a local writer and broadcaster.    

Soap Box



CLOSED ON SATURDAYS



Trees, although rather pricey these days, are a good investment for the
future. With the right care and attention they will last a lifetime or longer.
The planting of a tree requires careful planning in choosing a suitable site
where it can grow undisturbed for many years. Before buying a tree, find
out what size it is expected to grow to in about 20-30 years, then decide
if your garden is large enough to accommodate such a specimen.
Many trees are planted too close to the house or too near the boundary
fence and are grubbed out because they have out grown their allotted
space. There is no need to remove such a tree, it can be made into a
pollard. To pollard a tree means cutting the main branches back close to
the crown so that a thick head of growth shoots out from the top of the
trunk. This process should be repeated every two or three years. By
reducing the size of the top growth, root growth is also reduced and
therefore less likely to invade foundations etc.
There are many trees of a compact and slow growing nature suitable for
small gardens. Amelanchier Lamarkii is an ideal tree where space is
limited, has white flowers in spring on coppery foliage which turns red in
Autumn. Any of the Birch family, with their silvery white bark and
upright growth, take up little space. Prunus Amanogawa is an excellent
tree for small gardens and restricted areas. It grows upright like a
Lombardy poplar and is clothed in pale pink flowers in April - May. Do
not buy container grown trees that are pot bound, these are usually slow
to get moving when planted out. Although soil temperatures will be
cooling now, there is still time to plant deciduous trees and shrubs. In fact
they will be best in their permanent positions ready to make new growth
when the soil temperature rises in March. The planting of evergreens is
best delayed until end of March.
Many house plants are grown as Christmas presents and some of these
require special attention. Azaleas need a bit of extra humidity and should
be mist sprayed frequently with tepid water. Cyclamons should not be
watered until they show signs of flagging when they should only be given
enough water to wet the whole compost. Make sure that any surplus water
is drained off.
Poinsettias should be kept away from droughts and fluctuating

temperatures. These conditions and over watering are usually the cause of
leaves dropping.
Mummified fruits which are still remaining on fruit trees and any that

have fallen, should be gathered up and burned. They are a source of
Brown rot Disease which seriously affect the storage life of fruit.
Dead and diseased branches on trees and shrubs should be cut away as
soon as possible. Make the cut well below the affected area and treat the
wound with a fungicide such as Medo.
Sweet Peas that were sown in October will soon have made 5 or 6 leaves
and should have the growing point pinched out. This will encourage
young shoots to grow from the base of the plant. These shoots will give
better results than the original growth which is always liable to die off
prematurely.
Frost, rainfall and winds are increasingly common, sunshine hours are
much reduced and it can be bitter with a risk of snow. You may not want
to be working outside at this time of year, but luckily there's not a lot to
do. Keep an eye on winter protection, and if you have a greenhouse, make
sure the heater works. It's time to think about pruning apples and pears
too. 
Top 10 jobs this month
1 Check your winter protection structures are still securely in place
2 Check that greenhouse heaters are working
3 Insulate outdoor taps and prevent ponds from freezing
4 Prune open-grown apples and pears (but not those trained against walls)
5 Prune acers, birches and vines before Christmas to avoid bleeding
6 Harvest leeks, parsnips, winter cabbage, sprouts and remaining root
crops
7 Deciduous trees and shrubs can still be planted and transplanted
8 Take hardwood cuttings
9 Keep mice away from stored produce
10 Reduce watering of houseplants
Ensure all stand pipes and irrigation lines are drained to avoid damage
from freezing. Put lagging around outdoor taps to enable use throughout
the winter.  Now is a good time to consider installing garden lighting,
water pipes and drainage.
Add lights and power points to sheds and outhouses, so that you can
garden on wet days and in the evenings.
In dry spells, you can treat timber structures with wood preservative and
stain. Make sure you use appropriate products - creosote, for example, is
no longer legal.

Gardening in December Harry Buckledee
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LWHS was delighted to welcome Ian McLachlan, aviation archaeologist,
‘Force Historian’ and author to the Parish Room to tell us tell us the
extraordinary story of the US Army Air Force (USAAF) in East Anglia
during the Second World War, and particularly their social and cultural
impact.
Ian began by giving us some background information on this ‘friendly
invasion’, which comprised the strategic long range bomber groups of the
‘Mighty Eighth’ and the tactical forces of the Ninth Air Force - more than 70
airfields in East Anglia alone - see map below:
• 450,000 to 500,000 US Airmen served in UK from 1942 to 1945, mostly
based in East Anglia.
• More than 50,000 were killed or missing in action by 1945.
• Arrivals began in 1942, with about 30,000 in place by Christmas.
• The first operation was on July 4th, Independence day appropriately, with 6
crews.
• D-Day peaked at some 436,000 personnel.
• The 8th air force was the largest air striking force ever committed to battle,
and could send 3,000 aircraft on a single mission with 20,000 airmen aloft -
simply astonishing figures.
Ian then introduced the 1942 ‘Short Guide to Great Britain’. Issued by the
US War Department; this is a little dated now, after 72 years, but still provides
a frank, funny and useful introduction to foreigners on how to enjoy the UK;
he gave us the following great extracts:
• You are Britain's guest, don't refer to the First World War by saying America
came over & won it, and don't play into Hitler's hands by mentioning the war
debts.
• Never criticize the King or Queen.
• Don't be a show off, and don’t rub it in that you are better paid.
• Look, listen and learn before you start telling them how much better we do
things.
• Two actions on your part will slow up friendship with the British Tommy -
swiping his girl and not appreciating what his army has been up against.
• Don't say `bloody' in mixed company and don't say `bum' - we seem to have
slipped somewhat.
• The British can’t make good coffee; you can’t make good tea. We can now
whilst they still can’t!
• If invited for a meal, go easy; it could be the family's rations for a whole
week.
• People get used to the English climate, eventually.
In truth, US men bragged because they were scared and the British thought
they were undisciplined and noisy. This was true of some but not all; they
were simply homesick young men in a strange environment, aliens in sedate
East Anglian villages, which was a massive culture shock both ways.
We were then told that German propaganda leaflets sought to increase the
division within the sometimes uneasy British-US relationship. For example,
some communities resented British girls associating with Americans, with
their so called utility knickers ‘one yank and they’re down’ etc. 
Here are some other interesting comparisons from the short guide:
• US pay rates were three to four times their British equivalent.
• Toilet paper was rationed, 30 sheets per day for US airman, just 4 sheets per
day for the British.
• ‘US Intelligence’ would identify beer delivery days to ‘raid’ pubs, drinking
them dry - not good.
•  Fish and chip shops could be ‘eaten out’ by hungry Yanks, also not good.
•  The prices of bikes rose from £2 10s in 1943 to between £10 and £12 in
1944, because they were very popular with airman for getting around / going
to the pub, often riding like wild men.
• Cigarettes and nylons became currency for airmen to barter with.
Having already endured three years of war, rationing and hardship, UK
residents were used to going without many luxuries, particularly foodstuffs.
The Americans brought some comfort, as they soon realised that simple gifts
of food, tobacco and fruit were greatly appreciated by locals, particularly
children, many of whom had never seen sweets, bananas, oranges or
pineapples. Children quickly learnt that ‘got any gum chum?’ created
goodwill, and Yanks responded by unselfishly providing them with treats,
and Christmas parties at the airbases which they would never forget. Funds
for War Orphans were set up by the Stars & Stripes committees, helping
many British youngsters. Coca Cola was popular with the British whilst
women liked the imported nylons; Yanks liked our fish and chips but not our
warm beer, our meat pies (not enough meat) or Brussels Sprouts (which they
detested). Schools were invited to visit USAAF bases, and were ferried to and
from by the airmen. In return, the Windmill Girls came from London to East
Anglia, to ‘entertain the Americans’.Ian also told us of some of the things
brought here by the Americans, to great popular acclaim:
• Music and dance - the Lindy hop and Jitterbug - dances which remain
popular today.
Many US bases boasted great jazz and swing bands which were very popular.
• Glenn Miller became a legend after going missing in an air crash in
December 1944.
• Many Hollywood stars served with the forces, incl Clark Gable, on whose
head Hitler placed a large bounty for capture alive, & Jimmy Stewart, who
took a $12K per month pay drop to join up.
• Airmen regularly visited UK schools to ‘fly the flag’.
• Anglo-US hospitality committees formed, along with sponsored clubs
promoting goodwill.
• US Red Cross Clubs were set up and administered by the American Red

Cross. These were in major towns and cities, with 15 clubs in central London
alone. Rainbow Corner on Shaftesbury Av / Piccadilly Circus staffed 400,
catered for 2,000, open 24/7, with 30,000 customers a day.
• At their peak, there were about 400 clubs around the UK, some13,000
volunteer staff with 10,000 paid personnel – a huge effort.
• Aero Clubs on bases were staffed by American Red Cross (ARC) and
British girls, the latter vetted and with good references.
• The ARC established Friendship Clubs, where the two nations could freely
mix. 
• Dances were regularly held in village halls and on GI camps & bases.
In addition to the work of the ARC, the British Young Woman’s Christian
Association created the Blue Triangle Service Corps, a pre-service group, to
help prepare food for Anglo-American events.
Ian next told us of the less savoury side of Anglo-US relations in many large
cities, but particularly London, by women of a professional nature who came
to be called ‘Piccadilly Commandos’. This was in view of the brazen nature
of their ‘assault on men in uniform’. Allegedly they could assess which army
and what rank, in order to ‘set their rate’, even on the darkest of London night
smogs, simply by placing their hands in certain places! 
The problem began in August 1942, 9 months after Pearl Harbour, and
during the early stages of the huge US military build-up culminating in D-
Day. They were so numerous and persistent that the Foreign Office judged
them a serious threat to Anglo-American relations. Many young airmen later
admitted to being scared to death when approached by the commandos.
Those from small town America often had only the faintest notion of city life,
seedy or otherwise; so many of the girls in Piccadilly were comically
shameless that young airmen often ran for their lives to protect their virginity
- some aircraft were even named after the girls of Piccadilly Circus.
In terms of race relations, the UK was miles better than the US, who Ian
advised segregated their airmen, both in terms of crews and also where they
could go for rest and recreation; some towns hosted alternate Black and
White nights, whilst some pubs and dance halls became Black or White. 
Tuskegee Airmen is the popular name of a group of African-American
fighter pilots who fought in the war, having been trained in Tuskegee
Alabama. Officially the 332nd Fighter Group and the 477th Bombardment
Group, they faced racial discrimination both in and out of service. This name
also applied to navigators, mechanics, bombardiers, instructors, crew chiefs,
nurses, cooks and other personnel supporting the pilots. Known as the ‘Red
Tails, 332 FG primarily flew P-51 Mustang fighters in Italy, claiming112
enemy aircraft, one destroyer, plus countless trucks and trains. Sadly150
Tuskegee airmen were killed in action.
Criminal activity inevitably occurred given the number of personnel

involved. We were told that the UK Government passed the 1942 USA
Visiting Forces Act, which provided that all criminal offences by members of
the US Armed Forces ‘shall be removed from the jurisdiction of the British
courts’. US personnel were henceforth arrested by US MPs, investigated,
tried and sentenced in the UK by US authorities (as we did in France). By the
end of 1944, 768 US soldiers were imprisoned and there had been18
executions: 16 hangings, 2 by firing squad; 9 for murder, 6 for rape & 3 for
both crimes.
Ian told us there were between 60,000 and 70,000 GI brides, despite the US
authorities actively discouraging such marriages; men were interviewed by
their commanding officer and representative of their denomination, and had
to obtain consent before undergoing a medical examination. Women needed
written parental consent if under 21; they were also interviewed and
medically examined. 
After the war in Europe, suddenly the GI’s and airmen were gone, back to
America, leaving many women in an awful predicament, particularly if
babies or young children were involved. Wives formed clubs to promote
acquaintance with one another and to exchange information on American
ways of living, including news about transportation to the US; this cost
£40.00 first class and £29.00 second class - sums way beyond most means.
There were demonstrations in October 1945 over the delays in joining
husbands. In December 1945 the US Congress passed the War Bride’s Act,
granting special status regardless of immigration quotas. In January 1946 the
first war bride ship, containing 452 brides with children and code named
operation ‘Diaper Run’ set sail, with just one weeks notice given. Ships
departed from both Southampton and Liverpool, with the War Dept
ultimately paying for some 60,000 one-way crossings.
We were then introduced to ‘A war brides guide to the USA’, published by
'Good Housekeeping' magazine in 1945. The book set out to make their
journey a little less fraught and nerve wracking, by providing information on
the American way of life, and on how to get on with American people, their
sense of humour, manners and more. Wives were advised to not just sit down
and die of home-sickness - ways of getting to know people were suggested -
the YWCA, hobby groups etc.
Wives were also advised that their social position would be what they and
their husband made it. ‘There are different social levels - you will be placed
in one, partly by your husband’s job and where you live - no American can
place you by your accent’.‘An unwritten rule is that sports spectators may go
quite wild and use violent language, but don’t be shocked, it’s all in fun’.
Wives were also advised that ‘Americans are no angels - there is prejudice in
some areas against black Americans, against Jews, against Catholics, against
Japanese, some against the British’.
Andy Sheppard                                             

OVERPAID, OVER SEXED & OVER HERE A Talk by Ian McLachlan



This twelfth instalment
of the series brings us
to the end of 1916, and
is the last one which
will include
remembrances of men
from different years in
the conflict. As I only
started the series at the
beginning of 2016,
each instalment has had
to include, where

necessary,  mention of men who lost their lives in 1914 and 1915, as well
as the current centennial year of 1916. Henceforward, all remembrances
will be just for the actual centennial year.
In these twelve ‘dispatches’ we have met and bid farewell to forty of our
villagers, who died in the first two years and five months of the war. The
war was to continue for another twenty-three months and as we progress
through the events of those months we will meet a further forty-two men
who never came home, and two more who died after the armistice from
wounds sustained in battle. In addition, there are still ten more men
named on our memorials, who I have so far been unable to identify in any
of the records available to me. Just as a reminder they are 
Boxford Edwardstone Newton
• Harold Brett • Ernest Everitt • Henry J Fuller
• Charles L Munson     • Frederick Grainger • George E Peggs
• Charles Smith • Leslie Williams • Alfred Willis
• Lionel H Smith
Any help you can offer in identifying these men would be most
gratefully received, as would any further information about the two men
who are the subject of this month’s instalment. Please do get in touch by
contacting Revd. Judith, email or letter only please, and she will pass it
on to me.
This December we encounter two very different men. Our first is
Captain James Fergus Mackain of Little Waldingfield, 34th Sikh
Pioneers, Indian Army. In an attempt to try and paint a picture of the
circumstances in which James grew up, which were not in the least like
those of most of the men I have introduced so far, I will give a brief
resume of his father’s life. James was born in 1885 in Bognor, Sussex. He
was the eldest child of the Reverend William James Mackain, born in
East Stonehouse, Devon in 1854 and Helen Clifford Mackain, nee
Morecroft, born in West Derby, Lancashire, (a district just north of
Liverpool) in 1849. James was the eldest of three children. At the time of
James’s birth, his father was at Chichester Theological College training
for the priesthood, although earlier in his life, he had served in the Civil
Service and the Army in South Africa. The family remained in Sussex
until 1904, William being the Rector of Parham, West Sussex, about eight
miles north of Worthing, but then they moved to Edinburgh and in 1908
to Harrogate. During this time William held no incumbencies, although
he was a Licensed Preacher in the relevant Dioceses. This suggests that
William was a man of independent means and his addresses whilst in
Edinburgh according to Crockford’s Clerical Directory, 28 Palmerston
Place, Edinburgh and The Constitutional Club, London, supports this
inference. Also, it is clear that his wife, Helen, came from a comfortably
off family, her father being listed as an Attorney at Law in the Census
records. William clearly took a deep interest in his own family history. He
became a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland in 1906 and in
1907 he was acknowledged as the Chief of Ardnamurchan of the Clan
Donald, and in 1913 he was recognised as the 20th Chief of Clan Iain of
Ardnamurchan. Position and ancestry must have figured very large in his
understanding of himself.
In 1910 William took up the incumbency of Little Waldingfield, hence
James’ connection with the village, although James does not appear to
have lived here at any time other than when on leave. Just what it was
that caused William to take this living in rural Suffolk in contrast to his
cosmopolitan past is not clear. However, his parents were living in
Christchurch Street in Ipswich, and his father died in 1912, so I would
hazard a guess that William moved to Suffolk to be near his elderly
father, who would have been 85 in 1910. From Little Waldingfield
William moved to Poslingford just north of Clare as Vicar, and then after
service as Royal Naval Chaplain aboard His Majesty’s Hospital Ship
Garth Castle from 1915, (a call to duty perhaps triggered by the loss of
his son) he was to be found in the Falkland Islands from 1920 to 1928
serving as a Canon at the cathedral in Port Stanley. Back in England, in
1932 he has addresses both in Tunbridge Wells and the Royal Empire
Society in London. He died in 1936 and is buried in Ipswich Old
Cemetery, along with his wife, who died two years later, and their
memorial stands right next to that of his parents.

THE NAMES ON OUR WAR MEMORIALS – DECEMBER 2016 All of the forgoing, I hope, helps us understand James’s background and
upbringing, which perhaps also helps set the scene for his all too short
adult life. James grew up in a world where the only limitations were
those you imposed on yourself. He was not constrained by the hard facts
of the rural economy, where son followed father to labour on the
unforgiving land just to be able live four or more to a room and keep just
enough on the table to feed the many hungry mouths, and where the fear
of being made homeless, should the breadwinner lose work, be disabled
or die, was all too real.
From the outset, James made the army his career. He was schooled at
Clifton College in Bristol and a pointer to his future can be seen in his
membership of the school’s Bisley VIII competing in the National Rifle
Association’s championship at Bisley Camp, the Imperial Meeting of
1902. From there he went to the Royal Military College, Sandhurst.
Passing out as Second Lieutenant in 1904, he joined the Indian Army and
initially served with the Gordon Highlanders and was then posted to the
34th Sikh Pioneers. James gained considerable military experience in
India. Whilst only 20 he was in command of the relief convoy from
Lahore to Kulu after a devastating earthquake in the Punjab. He then
trained in the Signalling College and saw service in one of the many
engagements on the Afghan frontier, receiving a campaign medal with
clasp in the process. He was promoted to Lieutenant in 1906 and Captain
with the command of the Fourth Company of the Regiment in 1913.
When war was declared in 1914 he was home on leave, presumably with
his family, who were by then in Poslingford. James rejoined his regiment,
which was posted from India very early on in the War, and was in France
by October. The regiment formed part of the 7th (Meerut) Division,
Indian Army. At that stage the war was still an active, relatively fast
moving affair. The two sides were each trying to reach the Channel coast
to secure an advantage. The Battle of Ypres in Belgium was fought where
they met on this dash to the coast. This ran a dreadful course of attritional
attack and counter attack but ended in stalemate with both armies dug in
to a system of trenches. The first Battle of Ypres formally ceased on 22nd
November but the Front Line was far from stable. Some twenty miles
south of Ypres, James was in the vicinity of the village of Festubert. On
23rd of the month German troops made a determined attack and seized
half a mile of the Allied trenches on the eastern flank of the village. The
Allied troops, among them James’s Company, withdrew a short distance
to the Rear Trench system and then launched a counterattack. There
followed a fierce very close quarters engagement to recover the trenches,
which was successful, but during which James lost his life. He was at the
time shooting over the top of the trench with his revolver to try and stop
the bombardment of hand grenades, which were being thrown by
German grenadiers into his Company’s position, and which were causing
considerable injury and loss of life amongst his men. A bullet passed
through his head and he fell instantly.
A brother officer wrote to James’s father and said of him “…he was such
a fine stamp of a Christian soldier and we looked on him as one likely to
go a long way…”. He was mentioned in despatches “for gallant and
distinguished service in the field.” Back in India, the Civil and Military
Gazette of 4th December 1914 recorded his passing “…as a man known
throughout Northern India as a keen churchman and one of the mainstays
of the Church of England Men’s Society…”. 
In December 1915, a year after his death, the Indian Army conducted a
hearing described as an adjustment of James’s estate, which is in fact part
of the process of probate. Over the space of six pages is a meticulous
account of James’s fiscal life detailing amongst other things mess fees
owing and paid, subscriptions to a hospital, subscriptions to the Rifle
Club, the Book Club, the Billiard Club and the Hockey Fund, pay due in
absence, and a share of a wedding gift to a fellow officer. It is moving in
its echo of a conventional, untroubled military life suddenly interrupted
by world events. A life, which, no doubt, James fully expected to return
to at the end the leave which took him to his family in Poslingford.
James was 29 when he died and he is now buried in the Guards
Cemetery, Windy Corner, Cuinchy, though he was almost certainly
originally buried in a small battlefield cemetery near where he fell,
appropriately named Indian Village North Cemetery, and was reinterred
at Windy Corner during the process of grave concentration.
As well as his name on Little Waldingfield War Memorial, there is a
tablet in his memory placed by his parents in Grosvenor Chapel, Mayfair,
where James worshipped whilst staying at his club in London, and
another erected by his friends in India in Lahore Cathedral.
In stark contrast to all of this knowledge of James’s life I have pitifully
little to offer about our other soldier who we remember this month,
Private Ernest Whymark of Edwardstone, 26626, 2nd Battalion,
Bedfordshire Regiment. Ernest was born in 1891 at the White Horse Inn,
Mill Green, Edwardstone. His parents were Alfred and Emma Ellen
Whymark. Alfred, born in 1854, came from Lindsey and Emma, born in
1855, from Glemsford. Alfred appears to have become the landlord of the



public house somewhere between 1881, when the family is recorded as
living in Wicker Street Green with Alfred as an agricultural labourer, and
1891, when the Census records him as a publican. By 1901 Alfred is both
inn keeper and farmer, presumably a tenant in both cases. Ernest had six
brothers and two sisters and was the youngest but one in the family. In
1911, by then twenty years old, he was an agricultural labourer, most
likely working for his father.
Ernest enlisted in Sudbury, probably in 1915. His regiment embarked for
France in November 1915 as part of the 30th Division, and he would
initially have found himself near Amiens, through which the Somme
flows. Whilst some brigades of the Division saw action during the
Somme offensive, it would seem Ernest’s brigade was posted some miles
north of the Somme frontline to the trenches around the village of Berles-
au-Bois about ten miles south-west of Arras. The village remained in
Allied hands throughout the war, but it was right on the front line and was
subject to frequent shelling.
Ernest was killed in action a few days before Christmas 1916 on the 21st
December. He was 25 years old. There is no specific action or
engagement associated with that date and it is probable he was a casualty
of the frequent artillery attacks that took place along that section of the
front. He is buried in the small Berles Position Cemetery just a few miles
south east of the village. He lies with fifty of his fellow soldiers, eight of
whom died in the space of seven days in that December.
In life these two men were poles apart, though in death there is no
distinction. Equal was the loss to their families, no matter how their
circumstances were arranged. But somehow all the words we can write
about James Mackain, and those that have been written in the past, give
a powerful presence to that lost soldier, whereas all we really have of
Ernest Whymark is a name on a piece of grey granite. It is my hope that
by writing these articles, although my words are fewer for men like
Ernest, his sacrifice is seen to have the same stature as all of those who
left their families for good to fight a war not of their making, and it is my
belief that, of the two whose stories we have told this month, it was
Ernest’s absence that would have resonated longest in the villages
hereabouts.
James Mackain will be remembered at the 09:30 service at Little

Waldingfield on the 4th December and Ernest Whymark will be
remembered at the 09:30 service at Edwardstone on the 18th December.

Parish Council Matters
Meeting of Little Waldingfield Parish Council 
20th September 2016
Present: Councillors Andy Sheppard (Chairman), Stewart Braybrook, Jeremy
Coomber, Tim Sheppard and Chris White.
Attending: Colin Spence (Suffolk County Councillor), Dave Crimmin
(Clerk) and 1 resident.
Apologies for Absence: Cllrs Campbell (holiday) and Foster (commitment) sent
their apologies as did Margaret Maybury (Babergh District Councillor) and Frank
Lawrenson (Babergh District Councillor).
Declaration of Interest and Requests for Dispensation: Cllr Coomber declared
a pecuniary interest in agenda item in item 16/099a as he is a neighbour and left
the meeting while this item was discussed.  No requests for dispensation had been
received.
Minutes of Meeting held on 19th July 2016: The minutes of the meeting were
approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
Public Forum: Colin Spence updated councillors on the results of the Devolution
consultation and the dates for key votes on the process in both Suffolk and
Norfolk.
Routine Correspondence (Appendix A): The councillors reviewed the
correspondence and the emails circulated by the Clerk since the last meeting and
agreed that no further action was required from the Clerk
Clerk’s Report (Appendix B): Following a review of the Clerk’s report there were
no further actions requested of the Clerk.
Finance
a. The councillors reviewed the findings of BDO’s External Audit report for the
year ending 31st March 2016 and resolved to approve and accept the findings
which had no actions brought to the attention of LWPC.
b. The councillors reviewed the LWPC Asset Register as at 1st September 2016
and agreed that it represented all the council’s assets.
c. The councillors reviewed the proposed level of insurance cover offered by
Community Action Suffolk against the Asset Register and the risks associated
with the operation of the council, and resolved that it met the council’s
requirements.
d. All cheques signed and due for signing, as itemised in Appendix C, were
authorised by the councillors.  The councillors also noted the income received
since the last meeting, the reconciliation of bank accounts against the bank
statements, and the Statement of Accounts against the Budget.
e. The councillors resolved to donate £25 for a new Poppy Wreath.  
Planning 
a. The councillors reviewed Planning Application B/16/00893 Brookwood Manor
Residential Care Home, Holbrook Hall Park - Application under section 73 of the

Town and Country Planning Act (1990) to vary condition 7 attached to Planning
Permission B/13/00711 - Requesting condition to be prior occupation rather than
pre-commencement to resolve drainage issues.  The councillors resolved to object
to the variation as the problems with the existing drainage have been ongoing for
a number of years and have now been escalated to the Environment Agency.  The
councillors consider that these drainage issues should be addressed now rather than
when the extension is completed.  A recent email received by LWPC on the 2nd
September 2016 from the EA on the issue of the existing drainage at the home has
highlighted:
“Environmental Permitting Regulations: The Environment Agency regulates
discharges to surface and ground waters under the Environmental Permitting
Regulations by way of a permit.  A permit was held by the previous owners of the
care home, however, the permit lapsed in January 2013.  I can confirm that the
current owners have submitted an application to obtain a new permit.  
Polluting Discharge: The Environment Agency has received reports of a polluting
discharge entering a tributary of the River Box to the east of the Brookwood Manor
estate, and since May 2016 I have been dealing the pollution.  Brookwood Manor
Care Home treats the effluent from the premises using a sewage treatment plant
located near the access road to the home.  I can confirm that the pipe discharging
the poor quality effluent into the watercourse is the outfall pipe from the sewage
treatment plant serving the care home.  Regular maintenance and servicing is
essential to ensure a sewage treatment plant works effectively.  This plant has not
been operating properly, and samples we have taken have not been to a standard
suitable for discharge to the environment.  I can confirm that all effluent from the
care home has been tankered off site since 16 August 2016 however, this week the
effluent has been discharged to the watercourse once again.  Improvements and
repairs to the existing sewage treatment plant have now been undertaken by a
professional contractor, and I plan to take further samples next week.”
Closed Churchyard: The councillors resolved to proceed with maintenance work
on the lime trees in the churchyard in line with the PCC’s proposal to reduce the
crowns of trees T1 and T3 by 25% and pollard T2, on the grounds of safety.
Suffolk Tree Services has confirmed with BDC that the existing planning
permission given supported the above works.  LWPC now awaits the necessary
permissions from the Diocese following the PCC’s application for the works.
Once the permission is received the councillors resolved to proceed with the works
within the costs outlined in the STS quotation.
Future Development in Village: The councillors reviewed the plans for the public
meeting with residents on Saturday 24th September 2016 in the Parish Room
starting at 10am and the handouts that would be required.  This meeting will be the
start the engagement process, with Cllr Tim Sheppard taking the lead, and it is
hoped to help shape the level of Community Led Plan that the residents are
prepared to support.  Following the meeting a survey seeking all residents’ views
will be undertaken.
Defibrillator: The councillors were extremely pleased that Colin Spence had
provided £1,995 from his Locality Budget in order to cover the cost of a
defibrillator and cabinet from Community Heartbeat Trust.  With the Parish Room
happy to provide space on the outside of the porch for the equipment the Clerk was
asked to get a quotation from a local electrician to install the equipment and to
confirm with CHT on the suitability of the location identified.
Highways and Footpaths: Cllr Coomber will raise the issues of plants overgrowing
footpaths with landowners.  The Clerk was asked to seek clarification from SCC
Highways when the road markings in the village was due to be painted.  Cllr
Coomber will update the Clerk on footpath post damage.
LWPC Assets: The councillors were grateful that Cllrs Braybrook, Andy
Sheppard and White had undertaken the installation of the 2 new dog bins, which
have now been included in the weekly emptying schedule.
Vehicle Activated Signage: Colin Spence updated councillors on his project to
finance a VAS scheme in the four parishes within his Waldingfield ward.  He has
arranged with Great Waldingfield Parish Council for their Clerk to prepare a
business case / options report to see if each individual parish wished to take part
in the scheme.
Little Waldingfield website:After reviewing the proposal on moving the support
of the Little Waldingfield OneSuffolk website from Suffolk County Council to
Community Action Suffolk the councillors resolved for this to happen from the 1st
November 2016 at a cost of £50 per annum.  
Christmas Tree: It was resolved by the councillors to defer the re-introduction of
a Christmas tree in the village to 2017 due to the health of a key stakeholder.
Welcome Card: The Clerk was asked to produce an interim Welcome Card while
awaiting Cllr Foster’s new version.
BDC Meeting: Cllr Andy Sheppard and Chris White will represent LWPC at the
BDC meeting in November.
Pensions Regulator: LWPC’s Staging Date as far as the Pensions Regulator is
concerned is the 1st February 2017.  Because of the criteria established by the PR
and reviewing the Clerk’s details against these, LWPC is an employer who doesn’t
have to provide a pension but still has duties to undertake.  The councillors agreed
that these duties will be undertaken and compliance reported to the Pension
Regulator within 5 months of the Staging Date - 30th June 2017.
SALC Area Meeting: Cllr Coomber reported that at the recent SALC meeting
there were a number of issues regarding the governance of the meeting that had
come to had a head.  As a result, SALC were to circulate the committee roles and
job descriptions so that any interested party fully understands what the role entails.
A SALC Survey for all Suffolk councils will shortly be undertaken which will
cover Broadband, Policing, Highways, Planning and Parking.
16/113 Next Meeting 
The date of the next scheduled meeting will be Tuesday 15th November 2016.  
The meeting closed at 9.45pm.



Parish Council Matters
Meeting of Boxford Parish Council
Report of the Meeting held on 7th November
The next full meeting of Boxford Parish Council will be held on Monday 5th
December. 
Peacocks
Members would like to thank all those who shared their views in relation to the
peacocks.  It was agreed not to take any action.  This was in accordance with 18
out of the 25 responders who were in favour of maintaining the status quo.  
Public Forum
The early stages of the school fencing project was shared with the Parish Council
which could cost in the region of £15,000.  Financial assistance from the County
Council and Parish Council was requested. 
J Finch agreed to investigate in view of the safety issue involved.  An enquiry was
made regarding the wall between the School and the Churchyard where a rail is
being considered.  Finally the issue of the street light on Stone Street Road
between the bus turning area and Bell House was raised as it was advised that the
bright light shines directly into a neighbouring property.  J Finch agreed to
investigate reducing the wattage and turning the light off at 10.00 p.m.  The Parish
Council were supportive subject to the other residents being happy with this action.         
County Council Report
Cllr James Finch reported on improvements to Suffolk's Early Years Foundation
Stage Results.  He also confirmed the delivery of the new Greater Anglia Rail
Franchise is the key focus at this year's Suffolk Rail Conference.  Thousands of
children were to receive free safety reflectors as part of a new road safety
campaign.       
District Council Report
Cllr Bryn Hurren reported on the appointment of a new Chief Executive at the
District Councils who will be starting in the New Year.  Concerns have been
expressed about re-locating their head quarters to Ipswich.  A boundary review
may affect the District Councillor areas for the future.  On planning, the mobile
phone mast was passed.  The planning at the garage is still on-going.  The surface
of the footpath to Station Field is being improved.   General information
demonstrating fairness in the Station Field allocation is being sought.  Hedge cuts
in the vicinity of Homefield which are the responsibility of the District Council are
being chased.     
Correspondence
It was agreed to chase the Environment Agency for their plans to clear the river
Box and the tributary that runs through the Ash Street Estate of considerable
vegetation growth.
Finance
In addition to the usual business, the cost of the Local Shops signs for the by-pass
was approved.  A donation of £30 was agreed for the Remembrance Wreath.  
Risk Assessment
The annual review of the Risk Assessment Policy was carried out.  Memorial
Safety in the Cemetery has also been checked.  
Cemetery
Winter priorities had been agreed and 2 Memorial applications were approved.  A
meeting was being arranged in the Churchyard with Church officials.   
Reports
Arrangements were being made for a Christmas tree and lights for the Churchyard.
An Agenda item was agreed for the December Meeting of "Street Light for Sand
Hill".   
Planning
Permission had been given by the Planning Authority for the Telecommunications
Mast on the A1071 layby, for a rear extension at Sparrows, Cox Hill and to reduce
leylandii at 10 The Causeway.  The Parish Council had No Objections to the
applications at 14 Holbrook Barn Road and tree applications at Greenbank, Ellis
Street and Boxbank, Rules Yard.        
Debbie Hattrell, Clerk to Boxford Parish Council     



RReeaaddeerrss  LLeetttteerrss
Sir
As I suspect many of your readers will know, our mother Betty Rattee
died at the end of September following her stroke earlier in the year and
short stay at Friars Hall nursing home in Hadleigh.  We wish to express
our thanks to all those who attended our mother’s funeral at St
Lawrence church Little Waldingfield and who made that day very
special for us.  We also wish to record our thanks for the way the local
community supported and looked after Mum following the death of our
father in 2007. Whilst Mum probably never came to terms fully with
the loss of her beloved Neil, she very much wanted to stay in the
community that she had very happily been part of since she and Neil
moved to Little Waldingfield in 1987.  That decision has been more
than vindicated by the great love and support she has received over the
last nine years.  Thank you.

With grateful appreciation,
Robert Rattee and Carol Law

The Bell Inn
The Sreet, Kersey, Suffolk, IP7 6DY

Tel: 01473 823229
Christmas and new year menu out now.
Sunday's we are now doing our roasts all day

from 12pm till 7.30pm. 
Pudding and pie day on Wednesday.

It's Fish Friday every Friday. 
A glass of prosecco 

with every fish and chip meal.
Booking advisable.

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter.
our menu is on our website www.kerseybell.co.uk

The Kersey Bell
CHRISTMAS MENU

To Start
Classic prawn cocktail
Smoked duck salad
Chicken liver pate

French onion soup with welsh rarebit croutons
Honeydew melon and parma ham with cranberry and redcurrant sauce

Main Course
Roast turkey with all the trimmings

Roast beef, roast potatoes, cauliflower cheese and seasonal vegetables
Pan fried sea bass, crushed new potatoes with a leek and crayfish sauce

Rabbit and wild mushroom casserole in a red wine jus
Stuffed mushrooms with chestnuts, spinach and stilton,

served with roasted new potatoes and salad

Deserts
Christmas pudding

Spiced orange and cranberry sponge pudding
Lemon tart
Baileys trifle

2 Courses £18.50 - 3 Courses £23,



BOX RIVER BENEFICE
MAKE UP OF PARISH COUNCILS 2015 – 2019
following the elections on Thursday 7 May 2015
[All members elected unopposed, except in Newton]

BOXFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Roger Balls 19 Daking Avenue 210136
Julian Fincham-Jacques 42 Homefield 210376
Cecil Hughes Kiln Place, Cox Hill 210685
John Moles 40 Homefield 210203
Andrew Sargeant 39 Homefield 211048
David Waspe 22 Stone Street 828953
Suzanne Impett.               Amberly, The Causeway. 210035.
David Talbot Clarke.       18-22 Broad Street.          211976.
Clerk Debbie Hattrell 210943
District Councillor Bryn Hurren 210854
County Councillor James Finch 01206 263649

EDWARDSTONE PARISH COUNCIL
Clare Britcher Tudor Cottage, Mill Green 211234
Melanie Childs Edwardstone Lodge            07952 956417 
Paul Clarke Hazel Cottage, Mill Green 210689
Phil Baker Mulberry Farm, Round Maple       211452
Shirley Flack Mill Cottage, Mill Green 210050
Sharron Norman Dormers, Sherbourne Street 210386
Clerk Anita Robinson 211673
District Councillor Bryn Hurren 210854
County Councillor James Finch 01206 263649

GROTON PARISH COUNCIL
Carey Fraulo (Chairman) Groton Manor Farm                      210391
Nick Cox 3 Groton Place, Groton Street        210339
Adam Dixon-Smith Castlings Hall, Castlings Heath    210007
Rona Kelsey Winthrop Cottage, Church Street  211799
Jeremy Osborne Waterside Barn, Groton Street      211960
Piers Roberts Brook House 210619
Roland Cheeseman     1 Rose Cottage Daisy Grn   07770 237921
Debbie Wills                 Doggetts Groton Street 210484
Clerk Anita Robinson 211673
District Councillor Bryn Hurren 210854
County Councillor James Finch 01206 263649

LITTLE WALDINGFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
Andrew Sheppard Chairman The School House, Church Road   247980
Stewart Braybrook Vice Chair Cypress House, Church Road      247043
Barbara Campbell Appleton House, Church Road
Jeremy Coomber Gatehouse, Holbrook Hall Park
Matt Foster Surprise Cottage, Church Road         07779  003635
Tim Shepherd
Chris White
Clerk. David Crimmin 375085
District Councillors Frank Lawrenson

Margaret Maybury
County Councillor Colin Spence

NEWTON PARISH COUNCIL
Russell Bower 4 Nicholsons Court
Sue Crawte South Hill, Church Road
Jonathan Parker 2 Hall Cottages, Church Road
Colin Poole Stow Cottage, Sudbury Road
Paul Presland Redwoods, Church Road 379204
Rita Schwenk 1 Assington Road 210838
Philip Taylor Trotts Cottage, Boxford     211265
Clerk. David Crimmin 375085
District Councillor Lee Parker
County Councillor James Finch 01206 263649

South Suffolk Member of Parliament
James Cartlidge MP
House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA
Tel: 020 7219 3000
james.cartlidge.mp@parliament.uk



Services Directory

● Domestic Painting Services
● Garden maintenance and
clearances ● General DIY ●
competitive prices and a

friendly and efficient service
Please contact Richard

07800 657286
rjsmaintenance@outlook.com

RJSPaintingandMaintenance

RRDDPP
PPRROOPPEERRTTYY  SSEERRVVIICCEESS

Plumbing & Heating
Painting  & Decorating

General Repairs 
& Maintenance

Tel/ 01787827931

Mobile/ 07572130029

LUXURY BOARDING CATTERY
Visit our website for more information

www.clayhillcattery.co.uk
ʻWoodsideʼ Clay Hill Lane, Wattisham, IP7 7JS

01449 744966 info@clayhillcattery.co.uk

SUE EASTALL PERSONAL CATERING
Imaginative Private and Corporate Catering

Receptions - Parties
Weddings - Dinner Parties

Tel. 01206 337314 
Mobile:  0771 5671894
eastallsue@gmail.com

ALTERATIONS, 
CLOTHING & CURTAINS

Need your curtains shortened 
or relined?

Most clothing alterations possible
No job too small

Local reliable & experienced service.
Call Shirley

for more information and prices

Phone: 01787 211880

Practical Careers Advice
Qualified Careers Adviser 
with experience of working 

with all age groups from 
school and university students 

to long term unemployed 
and career professionals.

One to one guidance appointments, 
help with CVʼs and cover letters, 

job application forms, 
interview preparation etc.

Natalie Lusted
01787 211290 / 07703 724553 or email

natalielusted@gmail.com
Free 15 minute consultation 

to identify your needs



Services Directory

W. A.Deacon
Funeral Services

An Independent Family Company
dedicated to your service.
Established over fifty years.

Golden Charter pre-paid arrangements available. 
Private Chapel of Rest

Norman Way, High Street, Lavenham, 
Sudbury CO10 9PY

24-Hour Telephone Service
01787 248282 & 248147

The Local
Self Storage
Company

For all domestic and
business needs
See website for details

www.boxstore.co.uk
or phone 01787 210350

David Folkard
BLOCKBUSTERS
Drain Clearance

Sinks, Toilets, Drains
Sewers etc.

Hadleigh  01473 827426

BBOOXXSSTTOORREE

S. J. HURRELL
PLUMBING &
HEATING

• Bathroom Design & Installation
• Gas & Oil Central Heating Systems
• Kitchen Supply & Installation

Telephone: 01787 249081 Mobile: 07970 163084

Bradshaw Trenching Ltd
Trenching & Groundwork Contractors 

Drainage Fencing
Water mains Manage construction
Irrigation systems Foundations / concreting
Cable ducting Site clearance 

Tel: 01787 210 499 Mob: 07810 801 021
www.bradshawtrenching.co.uk

DDAAWWNN  DDAALLEE
BEAUTY RELAXATION THERAPY 

AUSSEER HOUSE, POLSTEAD ST, STOKE BY NAYLAND CO6 4SA

MANICURE, PEDICURE. WAXING, 
AROMATHERAPY, BODY TREATMENTS,
FACIALS, EYE TREATMENTS, MASSAGE 

LADIES ONLY 
RELAXING TREATMENT ROOM IN

BEAUTIFUL SURROUNDINGS
OPEN MON-SAT, & UNTIL 9pm TUE,WED,THU. 
PLEASE PHONE DAWN:01206 262118

P.D.Garner
Plastering Services
Telephone: 01206 262207 
Mobile: 07976 246713

13 Elmtree Lane, Leavenheath, Colchester CO6 4UL

A Tennent Electrical
Quality Electrics for Domestic, Commercial

and Industrial properties
Small jobs to complete re-wires

For a free estimate call Adrian on 
01787 211576  Mobile 07968 856765

e.mail Tennentsparky@aol.com
1 Church Street, Boxford, Sudbury

N D Rose
Int/Ext Decorating

• Plumbing and Heating Repairs
• Gutters Cleaned/Repaired/Replaced

• Wall/Floor Tiling
• General Building Maintenance

Telephone 01787 211042 
Mobile 07518 040465

3 Fen Street, Boxford, CO10 5HL

SNELL Builders Ltd
Extensions - Alterations

Conservatories
Garden walls and Fencing
Driveway - Paths - Patios

Gutters and Drainage
Plastering and Rendering.
Phone: Les 07817 974272

Barry: 07508 298213

BY THE LOAD OR BAG

07948 402709
The Barn at Assington

The Street
Assington  CO10 5LW

www.doggroomingsudbury.co.uk

07759924209
casswhite@live.com



Services Directory

CARPENTRY & JOINERY
Purpose made doors, windows,
conservatories, fitted kitchens,

bedroom furniture, etc.
No job too small          M Hearnden
Tel: 01787 248285 / 07850 196891

B P LAMBERT R.S.S.

Bed & Breakfast
Mill Street, Polstead
Proprietor: Mrs M. Howard

Tel: 01206 262196

BLACKSMITH
Hand Forged Ornamental 
and Structural Ironwork
Makers of Boxford Beacon 

& Groton Sign

Telephone 01787 210634
Mobile: 07866 596121

EST 1977

Country Cars 
Private Hire

Local and Long Distance
Airports - theatres - Restaurants -

Weddings
Contact: Dave Howard

TTeelleepphhoonnee::   0011220066  226622119966
MMoobbii llee::   0077776677  007766997766

Polstead Based

Brings a fully equiped cycle workshop
to your door for:
•Repairs •Spares •Servicing•Wheel Building

Phone Phil Bedingfield 01473 658529

Darren Howe - Qualified Carpenter & Joiner
All Aspects of Carpentry Undertaken

• Handmade Kitchens & Fitted Wardrobes
• Fitted Kitchens

• Doors Made and Hung
• Floors & Laminates

• Balustrading, Decking and much more
Call me for a free No Obligation Quotation 

on 07795 345466 or email me at
howies@hotmail.co.uk

Fully Qualified and part P Registered
All types of eletrical works undertaken

Nojob too small • Very competative prices

Office Tel: 01787 373558
Ken Mobile: 07702 358802

109 Bures Road • Great Cornard • Suffolk • CO10 0JE

Ken Grime & Son Ltd
Electrical Contractors

Local Piano Teacher
Highly qualified and experienced, 

offers lessons to all ages and abilities
Whether you wish to take grades 

or play your favourite pieces
I can tailor lessons to suit you.

Call Sue on 01787 210913

ROGER MEEKINGS
Plumbing and heating Engineer

Local established tradesman 
with 40 years experience

The Firs, 24 Stone Street, Boxford, Sudbury, Suffolk
Tel: 01787 210287
Mobile: 07866085355. e-mail:
stonemeek@btinternet.com

NEED HELP IN THE GARDEN
HEDGES -LAWNS - etc

and much more
reasonable prices and 
reliable local service 

in Boxford and surrounding areas
Tel. Alistair, Boxford 01787 210254

0

CCoonnttaacctt::  MMiicchhaaeellaa  vviiaa  eemmaaiill::  bbooxxffoorrddttgg@@hhoottmmaaiill..ccoomm''

STIRLING
PAINTERS &

DECORATORS
THIS FATHER AND SON TEAM BETWEEN

THEM HAVE 60 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE
TRADE, WOULD LIKE TO GIVE YOU A FREE
ESTIMATE FOR EXTERNAL AND INTERNAL

REDECORATION OFYOUR PROPERTY
WE DO NOT USE SUB-CONTRACT LABOUR

WE ONLY USE THE BEST MATERIALS
WETREAT YOUR PROPERTY 

AS IF ITWAS OUR OWN
WE ARE PROFESSIONALS

TEL: 01255 688104  MOBILE: 07866 734519



FFlloowweerrss  FFoorr  
EEvveerryy  OOccccaassiioonn

Jayne Foster
Groton

Telephone: 01787 211360

K.E.Jones & Son
BUILDING SERVICES Ltd. Est 1970
01787 312345 mobile: 07932 618459

Abbey House • Rectory Road • Newton Green
Sudbury • Suffolk • CO10 0QZ

www.jones-builders.co.uk

A family business looking after 
all your property needs!

• New Build
• Extensions
• Specialising in period properties
• Renovations
• General Building
• Refurbishments

Services Directory

CCOOMMMMAANNDD
PPEESSTT  CCOONNTTRROOLL
&&  HHYYGGEENNEE  SSEERRVVIICCEESS

Complete Pest Control service
including Premises Contracts.
12 month Protection from Infestation.

All Pest control work undertaken
• Coverage of East Anglia •

• 24hr Emergency Service • Professional Back-up •
• Quality Control Manager and Field Biologist •

CCOOMMMMAANNDD  PPEESSTT  CCOONNTTRROOLL
Unit 4. College Farm, Church Lane, 

Preston St. Mary, Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 9NG
Tel: (01787) 248049  Fax: (01787) 247113

We supply most Pest Control, Timber
Treatment, & Ind Cleaning

Chemicals, Shotgun Cartridges &
Pest Control Equipment

Box Rubbishl

Mobile Skip
Rubbish Clearance

With Labour
Mini Skip Service

Waste Bags
2,3,4 Yard Skips
01787 211289

www.boxrubbishremoval.co.uk

Bed and Breakfast
Newmans Hall Farm

Boxford Lane Joinery
With the benefit of over 35 Years experience.

Specialist Manufacturers and Installers of
Bespoke:
Kitchens

Wardrobes and Household Furniture
Staircases • Architectural Joinery

Windows, Doors and Conservatories.
All finished/Sprayed/Polished 

in House if required.
A full fitting and Carpentry service 

is also available.

Contact: Greg Deeks: 01206 263525 
or mobile: 07977 738649

or Brett Deeks: 01206 626981
or mobile: 07969 524124.

email: boxfordlanejoinery@hotmail.co.uk

C D Lawson
Building & Hard Landscaping

01787 211429   mobile: 07730885019

13 Boxford Lane, Boxford, CO10 5JU
email: lawsondian@btinternet.com

• All Building work • 
• Maintenance •

• Alterations • Extensions • 
• Driveways • Drainage • 
• Patios • Fences etc.•

Professional and Reliable service at
competitive rates

ALEXANDER M SMITH
Chiropractor

Professional & Effective Care
• Low back pain and sciatica •
• Neck pain and headaches •
• Muscle spasm/tension •

• Shoulder and nee pain • Postural problems •
To Book 01787 207107

HHaaddlleeiigghh  HHaaiirrlloooomm
7788  ––  8800  HHiigghh  SSttrreeeett,,  HHaaddlleeiigghh

0011447733  882222119911
WWaallkk--iinn  FFaammiillyy  SSaalloonn

Catering to the entire familyʼs hairdressing needs    
*Easy Access  *Family Friendly * Free Wi-Fi *
Comfortable Waiting Area with Toys and TV.

Monday Wednesday & Friday: 9 – 5.30 
Tuesday 9 – 7.00* Thursday 9 – 8.00*

Saturday 8.30 – 4.00

A.H.S
Timber Gardens

Fencing
Landscaping

Garden creations/makeovers
Estate/Woodland management

Tree care
Garden maintenance 

For a free quote or advice 
call Andrew Martin

01787 211671      07786434315

www.ahstimbergardens.co.uk

It costs only
£55 a year to advertise

in this space
01787 211507

ed.kench@btinternet.com



Services Directory

Frank Matthews
Upholsterer

All Upholstery work
undertaken
Free Estimates

Telephone: 01787 311133

Homefield
Sheds and Shelters

Quality Leisure Buildings
Made to your requirements

Telephone: 01787 211485

Robert Harman’s Complete
Home Selection Service

Top class fitting • Free Measuring and Estimating
No obligation • No job too small

For first class & personal service call Robert Harman

Telephone:
(01787)
371486

Green-Lawns
Bonsai

HADLEIGH ROAD, BOXFORD
Nr. SUDBURY, SUFFOLK

Tel: 01787 210501 (Dave Paget)
www.greenlawnsbonsai.co.uk

We now also sell Cacti

Check us out
01787 210007

www.dovebarn.com
We look forward to hearing from you

Water Works
(Darren May & Mark Jochan)

Plumbing & Heating Engineers 
Plumbing emergencies

Bathrooms • Showers • Tiling
Central Heating Systems & Upgrades

20 Years Experience         Corgi Registered
Free Estimates   Friendly Efficient Service

No Call Out Fee
Phone: 01473 827690

Mobile: 07769696958 Mobile 07886389995

M.K 
Carpentry & Building Services

Extensions – Renovations –
Carpentry – Plumbing – Electrics –
Plastering – Tiling
All types of building works undertaken.

Please Contact Mike Kerr:
Tel: 01473 822501  Mob: 07525 160330
E-mail: mkbuilders@hotmail.co.uk

WHITWELL 
SERVICES

Established 1979
Oil Fired Heating Engineer

Service • Maintainance
Installation • Oil Tank
Replacement Service 

24Hour Breakdown Service

Call:
01787 210277 
07956 652264

Fully Qualified Electrician
and Carpentry

All aspects of Electrical and Carpentry work
undertaken. No job too small

Telephone 01787 581672
Mobile 07766 516261

BJW Garden Services
Gardener/Handyman

Hedge cutting, grass cutting etc no job too
small, competitive rates and reliable.

Phone Bernie:    01787 373327
Mobile:    07761391925

email wildingb7@aol.com

UPHOLSTERER
FURNITURE RESTORER

Armchairs, Sofas Dining Chairs etc
Fabric book available

No job too small
Phone Alan 07706840060 Boxford

It costs only
£55 a year to advertise

in this space
01787 211507

ed.kench@btinternet.com

It costs only
£110 a year to advertise

in this space
01787 211507

ed.kench@btinternet.com



Services Directory
SHERBOURNE LODGE COTTAGES

Two self-catering cottages former  
stable blocks offer fully equipped 

and well furnished accommodation. 
Each sleeps 2-4 people 
(one can accommodate 6). 

For further details please call: 
01787 210885

Beaumont Cars
LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE TRAVEL

PROMPT AND RELIABLE SERVICE
HADLEIGH BASED

AIRPORT AND FERRY TRANSFERS
RAIWAY ATATIONS, HOSPITALS

Call Les
01473 827096
07850 318582

AERIAL VIEW
• TV,FM & DAB aerials 'Freeview, Freesat & Sky

• Motorised satellite Satellite Broadband
• Repairs & upgrades  Extra points and magic eyes

• TV wall mounting
Please call for other services

01787 311057
Make the switch to digital with confidence

Or visit www.aerial-installers.co.uk

Andy Morgan
Painter & Decorator
S.E.P.painters

Tel.: 01787 375824 • Mobile 07748 800701
andy@seppainters.co.uk

For all your interior and exterior decorating ...
...from New Build to Period Properties

Your satisfaction is my speciality!
Detailed information on my website:

www.seppainters.co.uk

Tracy Poole
Alterations, curtains, cushions 

made to order. 
Fleece hats and scarves

tracy@head-for-heights.co.uk
01787 376448

H Byham & Son Ltd
Ballingdon Dairy, Sudbury
Deliveries of Dairy Produce and

Goods to Boxford and
Surrounding Villages

Tel: 01787 372526

DEPRESSED?
ANXIOUS?

PROBLEMS WITH
RELATIONSHIPS?

There are times when we can feel
overwhelmed by life's problems
I  am  a  Relate  trained   counsellor
and   accredited relationship therapist
with over 30 years experience working
in private practice and the NHS
If you would like to talk in confidence I
may be able to help

Amanda Hollingworth 
(01473 824663)

COSRTAccred UKCP Reg
BUPAReg

(www.cosrt.org.uk)

Suffolk Medical & 
Beauty Clinic

All Beauty Therapy Treatments
Laser Permanent Hair Removal
Anti - Wrinkle Injections
Thread vein treatment
Skin Rejuvenation
Dermal Fillers
Mole and Skin Checks
Dermaroller/Pen
Medical Microdermabrasion

www.suffolkmedicalclinic.co.uk
6 Broad Street. Boxford

01787 211000

Sudbury Physiotherapy Centre
Musculoskeletal & Neuro-Physiotherapy
including Paediatric & Womenʼs Health

Pilates
Chiropody, Podiatry & Gait Analysis
Complimentary Therapies
Clinical Hypnosis, Hypnobirthing,
Reflexology, Nutritional Services,

Shiatsu, Homeopathy & Counselling
Open: Mon-Sat

For more information:
Tel: 01787 3781788 

Cornard Road, Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 2XA

BUCKLEYS
DRIVEWAYS •  PATHS •  PATIOS

Tarmacadam
Hot Tar-and Pea Shingle
WE CAN ALSO SUPPLY

Garden Sheds • 
Fencing and Gates

painted or creosoted
and General Garden Work
All enquiries to Mr Buckley

Tel 01621 892294
Mobile 07754 705968



Services Directory

• All types of Grasscutting undertaken •
• Commercial and Domestic •
• Contract or otherwise •
• Grounds Maintenance • 

• Hedges • Trees • Fencing • Patios • 
• Drives • Pergodas •

FOR A FREE QUOTE RING MARTIN ON
Tel: 01787 210675  Mobile” 07932 477152

LAWNS FIELDS AND GARDENS
Established 1991

Paul Cooper
CHIMNEY SWEEP
• Solid Fuel  • Wood Burners
• Inglenooks  • Oil - Gas

Bird Guards & Cowls supplied and fitted
(Traditional Sweep for your wedding)

Tel: 01473 787374
Member of the National Association

of Chimney Sweeps & HETAS approved

ONLY OILONLY OIL
OIL BOILER ENGINEERSOIL BOILER ENGINEERS

Why pay more for your servicing, breakdowns &
commissioning?

Call us now for a very competitive quote! 

NO V.A.T.
Tel: 01787 313250
Or 01473 827792

MTM
PLANT & TOOL HIRE

Phone: 01787 312007
FOR PLANT & TOOL HIRE NEEDS

PORTABLE TOILETS (site
toilet/event for all occasions)

MINI EXCAVATORS:- 
0.8 ton – 5 ton

GARDENING EQUIPMENT
Together with other
equipment for the 
contractor or DIY 

ACCESS TOWERS:-
850 wide – 1450 wide

SCAFFOLDING erected and
hired (domestic, industrial or

commercial)
All types of power tool

repairs/electrical testing 
& servicing carried out to

your machines

AL
• Choose in the comfort 

of your own home or office
• Free quotes and insurance estimates

• 35 years  ̓flooring experience
• Excellent fitting service

CONTACT LIONEL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
(DAY OR EVENING)

THE ULTIMATE PERSONAL, PROFESSIONAL,
COMPETITIVELY PRICED SERVICE

CARPETS, VINYLS AND WOOD
LIONEL HATCH FLOORS

YOUR LOCAL PROFESSIONAL FLOORING SPECIALIST

TEL: 01787 374163 MOBILE: 07766 026875
EMAIL: lionelhatchfloors@tiscali.co.uk

MARQUEE HIRE
Capri Marquee 28ftx38ft

Seats approximately 60 to 70 people
From £250

(delivered and constructed)
Tel: 07970 559251
www.jp-services info

For all your cleaning and housekeeping
requirements.
I can provide a friendly, reliable and
personalised service with full insurance. 
I am happy to discuss your individual needs 
to suit you.
Tel: 01787 371486 or 07788 563062
Email: joleeks@rocketmail.com

JOANNEʼS HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES

Quality Painting and Decorating

Interior & Exterior, 

Tiling and General Maintenance

Carpentry, General Building work

Alterations and Renovations
www.pjhpropertymaintenance.co.uk

6 HADLEIGH ROAD, BOXFORD, SUDBURY CO10 5JH

TELEPHONE: 01787 212366

AK SMITH
PLASTERING (EST 1986)

CEILINGS, WALLS, FLOORS, 
PLASTERBOARDING.
NO JOB TOO SMALL.
For references soo our website:
www.aksmithplastering.co.uk 
ASSINGTON 01787 212352 

Mobile: 07808027116

SAMʼS K9 Services
Experienced dog walker and trainer, good rate, fully
insured, qualified and have my first aid for dogs.

Not only am I a dog walker but I'm also a qualified dog trainer. I'm
able to help with a wide range of behavioural and training issues.
My methods of training are up to date and force free. whether you
need help as a first time puppy owner, or your dog is showing signs

of aggression or you need help with training problems such as 
lead pulling 

please call me on 07939563282.

Jason Folkard
Mob 07901 845793  Email jrfencing@btinternet.com

BY THE LOAD OR BAG
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Boxford Rovers FC Adults sponsored by Recom Surfacing Ltd.
Boxford Rovers adult team play in the Ipswich Sunday morning Premier
league and are currently placed third in the league standings . We have
been sponsored with a complete new kit by Lee Comley of Recom
Surfacing Ltd a local company with its HQ in Groton .
Lee was impressed the reputation of his  football club and has sponsored
both the adult kit and also new shirts for the under 13 team .
Photo includes team for our latest match at Homefields , with Manager
Chris Waugh on the left and Lee Comley on the right .

Faldo Series Grand Final brings International golfing talent to Stoke
The directors and team at Stoke by Nayland Hotel, Golf & Spa were
delighted to host the prestigious Grand Final of the 2016 Faldo Series
international golf event in October for Sir Nick Faldo, in its 20th
anniversary year.
Recognised as the only global amateur series for boys and girls, the Faldo
Series was established in 1996, and expanded to Asia in 2006. Today, 40
Faldo Series tournaments take place in 30-plus countries worldwide,
touching thousands of golfers each year. Past winners include Major
Champions Tseng Ya-ni and Rory McIlroy.
After the 3 day event, during which Sir Nick stayed in one of the hotel’s
luxurious Country Lodges, he commented, "Stoke by Nayland served as
a most special site for our 20th Anniversary Faldo Series Grand Final.
The hospitality shown to our players and our guests was second to none
and the family and staff at Stoke by Nayland were very welcoming.  The
venue has delivered brilliantly. We made real history on that course and
shared true camaraderie inspired by that setting.   We are most grateful
that Stoke by Nayland shared our commitment to growing opportunity
through golf and developing tomorrow's champions." 
Jiri Zuska was the overall winner and the first ever Czech champion of
the Series, closing out with a final round of 70.  An amazing new course
record of 64 was achieved by 17 year old Frankie Capan from Minnesota,
whose round included 9 birdies and led to Capan finishing joint 2nd
overall. 
Recognised as Britain’s most successful golfer, having won 6 majors, Sir
Nick shared his knowledge from over 35 years of competing at the
highest level by giving clinics to the young players during the week.  He
also delighted a gathering of Stoke by Nayland Golf Club members when
he staged a very entertaining hour long masterclass for them at the
Driving Range.  The members had been invited as a thank you from the
Club for volunteering as marshals at recent international events held at
the award-winning venue. 
Tom Williams, the Sports Presenter at BBC Look East TV, included the
masterclass and other action from the event in his news report, and Sir
Nick was also interviewed via a live feed with the studio during the
evening news broadcast, giving the event nearly 5 minutes of air time.
The event will also be broadcasted in the USA through various sports
channels.
A Gala Dinner with prize giving and an enlightening Q & A session with
Sir Nick and his son Matthew, was held to celebrate the event’s 20th
anniversary in the hotel’s stunning Devora Suite. Guests at the dinner
included directors from the PGA, European Tour and Ladies European
Tour Access Series.
Below: Winner of Faldo Series final Jiri Zuska with Sir Nick Faldo and
family directors of Stoke by Nayland

BOXFORD ROVERS FC ADULTS FALDO SERIES GRAND FINAL

Dear Sir
I am very proud to present this photograph to the Boxford Football Club
of my father Albert Tricker who playe in the team and lived in Boxford.
I hope you like it and it is also a part of the history of the village.
Presented with much pleasure from his family. Wife Kathleen, daughters
Anne and Jane together with Grandchildren and Great Grandchildren

LAY-OFF FAILS TO HALT BEN TATUM’S CHARGE
Without having picked up his clubs for six weeks, Newton Green’s Ben
Tatum strode to the first tee and promptly won the Junior Open at his
home club.
The 16-year-old, who plays off five, and generally prefers to play football
in the winter months, hit a three over par 72 to take the title, previously
held by fellow club man and former junior Jed Seeley.
Tatum’s performance left him one shot ahead of Ipswich’s Sam Byford,
who plays off one, had been pipped at the post by another Newton
member, Harvey Watts, in the recent Suffolk junior match play final.
The team prize for the Aldous Cup was won by the Stoke-by-Nayland
pairing of brothers Max and Isaac Toombs.  Atlhough they could not raise
a third member for a team,  their two Stableford scores, each of 38, off
handicaps of 21 and 27,was good enough to give them a count back win.
They defeated Newton’s Tatum and Oli Page, who had also been forced
to play as a pair after a call-off.
Division 1: (gross scores) 72 Ben Tatum (Newton Green), 73 Sam
Byford (Ipswich), 73 James Cooper (Newton), 75 Lewis Whiting

(Haverhill), 76 Habebul  Islam (Ipswich), 76 Harry Hodgson (Ufford
Park). Net scores: 68 James Cooper, 71 Harry Hodgson.
Division 2: (Stableford): 37 Max Weaver ocb (West Suffolk), Luke
Green  (Ipswich).
Division 3: 38 Isaac Toombs (Stoke-by-Nayland).
Aldous Cup: 76 Isaac and Max Toombs  (Stoke), 73 Ben Tatum and Oli
Page (Newton).
Putting: Ben Tatum.  
Longest Drives: Sam Byford and Georgia  Parker (Bury St Edmunds).
Nearest pins: Joshua Goulton  (Ipswich) and Harvey Watts (Newton) )


