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A Happy Box River Christmas

FOB’s Father Christmas on his rounds

Boxford Drama Groups presentation of the classic ‘Sleeping
Beauty’, Written and Directed by Sally Phillips was one of the
best yet. To single out any member of the cast would be
impossible since their combined efforts were as always of the
highest standard as was the feast presented to us during the

‘SLEEPING BEAUTY’, ANOTHER BDG SUCCESS STORY

A new born babe in the arms of Father Christmas at
Newtons Christmas Coffee Morning, Saturday 11th

Christmas Candle displays at 
Newtons Christmas Coffee Morning



To buy tickets for any gig, obtain further information or add your name
to the mailing list please telephone the BOX OFFICE:

01787 211865
All cheques (with S.A.E. please) to:

Jazz at the Fleece, 18 The Causeway, Boxford, Suffolk CO10 5JR

Friday, 7th January, 8.30 Ticket £11
Alan Barnes Latin Quintet  
Alan Barnes Latin Quintet Drive away those winter blues with
this stunning Latin Quintet lead by saxophonist Alan Barnes.
Alan is one of the most versatile reeds men currently working
in the UK and has contributed fine sections of work and
blistering solos to all manner of bands and projects. 
Joining him are Art Themen, consultant orthopaedic surgeon
and immensely gifted saxophonist, John Donaldson (piano),
Simon Thorpe (bass) and Dave Barry (drums).
Friday, 14th January, 8.30 Ticket £12       
Tony Kofi Quartet
Originally opting for a career as a carpenter, following a serious 
accident Tony decided on the saxophone as a living and thank
goodness he did! He has gone on to become a mainstay of the
current British jazz scene. Featuring music from the acclaimed
Tony Kofi Quartet Plays Monk CD 'All Is Know'  with Jonathan
Gee (piano), Ben Hazleton (bass) and Winston Clifford
(drums).
Friday, 21 January, 8.30 Ticket £13
Sarah Jane Morris        
The amazing Sarah Jane brings her band of Neill MacColl
(guitar), Kevin Armstrong (guitar), Henry Thomas (bass) and

Martyn Barker(drums) for an evening of jazz, soul and blues.
Her astonishing voice and songwriting abilities together with
her three and a half octave range always makes this an extra
special gig. Her latest CD ʻLive in Montrealʼ, which is only
available through her web site, is highly recommended.
Friday, 28th January, 8.30 Ticket £10
Dylan Howe Quartet           
A richly swinging evocation of that early Blue Note sound, when
Hancock and Shorter were the young tyros in time and Elvin
Jones and Tony Williams were taking the drums to a different
space comes in the form of drummer Dylan Howeʼs Quintet.
Featuring Frank Harrison (piano), Quentin Collins (trumpet),
Brian Edwards (saxophone) and Andy Crowdy (bass).

Friday, 4th February, 8.30 Ticket £11
Kirk Lightsey Trio
Kirk took up the piano at the age of five and became a full time
jazz musician in his late teens.In the mid sixties he became a
sideman for Chet Baker, which resulted in five great albums.
However it was his work with Dexter Gordon that brought him
to the attention of a wider jazz public. Truly a jazz legend, Kirk
is accompanied here by Steve Watts on bass and Dave
Wickins on the drums. 

Friday, 11th February, 8.30 Ticket £14
Norma Winstone
Norma Winstone, a singer of brilliant virtuosity and flexibility,
can handle very complex lines and wide intervalsl.With Tony
Coe (saxophone), Nikki Iles (piano) and Chris Laurence (bass).

Local Needs Housing
It is always nice when projects that have been worked on for a long
time come to a successful conclusion. One such project is the Local
Needs Housing Project at Homefield. After many delays the houses
and bungalows are now on course for completion in April/May of
2005. I feel that these houses will be a tremendous asset to the
villages of Boxford and Groton and will provide desperately needed
accommodation for our local population at an affordable rent. To
save any more anxiety to the many applicants on our housing list I
have asked that the successful applicants for tenancy of these houses
should be notified before Christmas. This has been agreed and by
the time that you read this article the letters will have arrived or be
in the post to the prospective new tenants. To those who are not
successful this time there will be another small wave of allocations
after Christmas for houses that become vacant following the first
allocations. To those who are still not housed please be assured that
together with the Parish Councils I remain committed to the ideal of
Local Needs Housing and we are having an urgent meeting early in
the New Year to discuss other ways of housing those in need
especially our young first time house holders. Have a great
Christmas everybody,         Bryn Hurren

Digital Cinema Comes to Boxford
With the help of grants from the Arts Council, Babergh District
Council has purchased a projector and screen to show films in
Village Halls and other rural locations.
Richard Gates and I have received training to operate this
equipment and will be running a film night probably alternate
months in Boxford Village Hall starting in February 2005.
Maybe a children’s film in the afternoon would go down well.
If anyone has a thought on a film they would like to see please
let me know. As well as providing a nice event at a local venue
this will hopefully raise much needed revenue for our Village
Hall. Please do not hesitate to contact me at 01473 822737
Bryn Hurren

Progress at the Groton Development

The Cake Stall at Boxford St Mary’s first Book and Cake sale
held on Saturday 11th December



NEWS FROM CLUBS AND ORGANISATIONS
SESAW
Thank you to everyone who supported our Xmas fair held
recently at Leavenheath in aid of SESAW. We raised just under
£900, a fantastic amount. Thanks also to everyone who helped on
the day and those who donated gifts and baked fantastic cakes
and savouries for our stalls, we couldn’t do without you! a great
day was had by all. May I take this opportunity to wish everyone
on behalf of us all at SESAW “Happy Christmas” we look
forward to your continued support in the new year.
Rosie Emeny, chairman.

STAGECOACH
THEATRE ARTS
‘Don’t put your daughter on the stage Mrs Worthington’ , so the
old adage goes, but students at Stagecoach Theatre Arts were
having non of it at the weekend, when they presented their end of
term production ‘Starmaker’.  Two packed houses of parents,
friends and supporters turned out to see the first ever  ‘Stagecoach
Sudbury’ production.   This group of 45 children have been
rehearsing on Saturday mornings at the Sudbury Arts Centre for
the past few weeks and what a pleasure it was to see the finished
product.   A fabulous journey into the classic musicals of our
times, ‘Wizard of Oz’, ‘Annie’ and ‘Oliver’ to name but a few.
The children, some of them as young as 6, enjoyed every minute
of it as did the audience. 
After Christmas ‘Stagecoach Sudbury’ will re-start on January
the 8th and in April ‘Stagecoach ‘ is introducing their ‘Early
Stages’ classes on a Saturday too.  This is a drama, dance and
singing course aimed at the 4-6 year old age group.
There is clearly a tremendous amount of talent in Sudbury and
with the Quay Theatre on our doorstep and ‘Stagecoach Sudbury’
what a great opportunity for aspiring children in the town.

BOXFORD STUDY CENTRE
We are ringing the changes in our next history/general course
starting on Tuesday 11th January 2005 at 7.30 in Boxford School.
For the first time in more than 30 years we are doing something
scientific. We'll spend ten weeks looking through:
NEW WINDOWS ON THE UNIVERSE
This course requires no previous knowledge of the universe and
takes us on a jargon free guided tour of the cosmos with pictures.
We get insight into new the technologies that have revolutionised
our understanding of space. These technologies range from radio
and space telescopes right up to the latest generation of particle
accelerators and super-fast computers.
For further information ring 01787-210837 or 01206 337334
In our Monday course, entitled:
INNOCENCE AND EXPERIENCE IN SOME AMERICAN
FICTION, 
the Literature Group will examine five writers (Hawthorne,
Wharton, Cather, Fitzgerald and Updike) who explore the
American Dream in crisis, as older values are eroded. First
meeting in The Fleece at 7.30 pm on Monday January 17th 2005 
Contact Mrs Etain Todds. ` Moat Farm Cottage, Edwardstone,
Sudbury, CO10 5PY Tel: 01787 210344.
All course fees: £35.00 concessionary £28.00
Newton Village Hall 
Whist Drive
There were 51/4 tables in play at the whist drive held on Monday
29th November. The prizewinners were: 
Beryl Mauldon 171 Alan James 167
Mary Jackson 165 Rosemary Otto 165
Wendy Turner 162 Sue Frost 162
and consolation prize; Gerry Peacock 139 
Thanks to Joan Linney for preparing the refreshments. 

Following the successful whist drive held at the golf club the
previous week I had hoped that several of the players there would
come to the village whist drive; perhaps they'll come to the
Christmas drive which will be on Monday 20th December. I will
continue the drives into the new year and the first one will be on
17th January.      Alan Vince 01787 373963 

Save the Children
The Christmas cake sale at Mary’s House on the 4th December
raised £442
We would like to thank everyone who contributed in any way. It
was a great success.    
Joan Smith, Jean Sanders and Anne Holdgate

Boxford Drama Group. 
Congratulations to everyone involved in "Sleeping Beauty."
Sally Phillips has written and directed another super panto. Its
her third offering and I think it's the best so far. We even had a
walking-talking tree. Well done Hannah! 
Another Well done! Must go to Di. Jan. and Sam. for providing
the delicious home cooked meal during the interval. I have seen
how much work and planning goes into providing over a hundred
plus. meals in such a short period each night. 
The drama group, would to thank everyone who has supported
us though out the year, we couldn't do it without you. 
Our plans so far for next year are: Two one act.plays in March,
and a 'Scottish Theme' evening in June. 
All of us in the group.Wish you 'A very happy Christmas and
New Year' .         Vic. Rice. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
SHOEBOX APPEAL
Thankyou to everyone who so generously donated shoeboxes for
the Christmas Appeal. 
We delivered 67 boxes full of toys, games, crayons, soap,
toothpaste etc. to be given to children in Eastern Europe and this
year to Mozambique as well, who almost certainly have never
had a Christmas present. Thanks also to the people who spent
many hours knitting woolly hats, scarves and mittens. 
We hope to do even better next year. It was fun to do - most
people found it quite a challenge to fit the right sized gifts into
the box! If anyone is interested in helping next year we would be
pleased to hear from you. Also, if there are any knitters who
would like to spend some time over the coming months knitting
woolly hats etc. (there are never enough to go round) then Ann
has copies of a very easy knitting pattern. If you don't knit but
have any spare double knitting wool then we can make very good
use of it. 
Thankyou all once again. You will have made 67 little children
very happy this Christmas. Ann Porter Tel. 01787 210581 Jennie
Lindsley Tel. 01787 210520 
Christingle Service - December 5th
A very big thank you to all the parents and children who came
and enjoyed this service, where the collection taken up is sent to
the Children's Society, who are committed to helping some of the
country's most isolated and rejected children. The Society is
launching a Safe and Sound campaign asking the government to
fund a network of safe, emergency accommodation. This will
provide safe places, free from the threats of violence, drug abuse
and prostitution from which children are at risk on the streets.
There is a petition form on the table in the church. Please do drop
in to sign up. If you haven't been able to contribute to the work
of the society yet, please do contact the churchwarden. Ruth
Kingsbury, or visit their web site www.childrenssociety.org
<http://www.childrenssociety.org> . 
Thank you, C.Kingsbury





The Boxford Fleece
TTRRAADDIITTIIOONNAALL  EENNGGLLIISSHH  PPUUBB

CCaasskk  CCoonnddiittiioonneedd  AAlleess
GGuueesstt  AAlleess  MMoonntthhllyy

Serving Home Cooked Food Lunch & Evenings
Extensive choice of menu including wide range of vegetarian dishes

AA  MMeerrrryy  CChhrriissttmmaass  aanndd  
aa  HHaappppyy  NNeeww  YYeeaarr  ttoo  aallll  oouurr  ccuussttoommeerrss

JJaannuuaarryy  WWeeddnneessddaayyss  SSppeecciiaall  DDeeaall  mmeeaallss  
££33..7755  MMaaiinn  CCoouurrssee

SSeenniioorr  CCiittiizzeennss  SSppeecciiaall  TThhuurrssddaayy  ££55..5500  ffoorr  ttwwoo  ccoouurrsseess,,  sseett  mmeennuu
Function Room available for Weddings, Christenings & Birthday Parties etc.
Food served 12.00 to 2.00pm and 7.00 to 9.00pm Tuesday to Saturday
Why not book your table to avoid disappointment Telephone: 01787 210247

News from Great Waldingfield School
We held our first Living History Day on Nov 8th. and
we all felt that it was a great success. Ten retired
people, who lived through the war years came to share
their memories with all the children. They brought
ration cards,gas masks, photos and medals as well as
amazing stories of bombing raids, resistance fighting
and being evacuated. 
Both staff and children were amazed and humbled,to
hear some of their stories. We were told of soldier
brothers who never returned. We learned of fights
between local children and evacuees. We heard how
local mums took in washing for American soldiers. 
At lunch time our cook, Mrs. Edwards served up stew
and dumplings followed by treacle pudding. Our
guests shared school dinner with the children in the
hall. The staff dressed in wartime clothes and some of
the children came as evacuees, A siren sounded the
signal to move to hear another speaker and evoked
mixed feelings for the guests! 
The purpose was to prepare the children for

Remembrance Day and on the 11th,after Mrs Rose
explained how, and why poppies are made and sold, we( the staff,
visitors and children) stood for 2 minutes silence in the hall,
thinking about the stories we'd heard. Our youngest girl, Jessica,

presented Mrs. Misselbrook with a single poppy - a gesture from
one generation to another of our thanks for their sacrifice. Angie
Jones Headteacher Gt. Waldingfield Primary School. 

Little Waldingfield Luncheon Club
The Final Meeting
The final lunch for the Little Waldingfield Luncheon Club was
held on Wednesday 1st December at the Parish Rooms hosted by
Mrs Rita Baker.   A good time was had by all thanks to the great
hospitality of Mrs Baker.  I would like to thank all those who
have supported the luncheon club over the years on behalf of all
the charities that have received donations.
Happy Christmas and a Happy New Year.      Alison Carse

Boxford Village Hall
December Draw Results

1st  No 92 M. Burgess Clubʼs Lane £40
2nd No 192 M Snook Homefield £20
3rd  No 88 Mrs Boyles Daking Ave £10
4th  No 97 C Hughes Cox Hill £5
Next Draw Jan 4th



January 2005
5 Gt Waldingfield WI Beetle Drive and Quiz Village Hall 2.00pm
7 Boxford Over 60’s A Quiz Boxford Village Hall 2.30pm
11 Boxford Study Centre History/General course begins Boxford School 7.30pm
13 Boxford Carpet Bowls Club World Indoor Championships Gt Yarmouth
17 Boxford Study Centre Literature Group Boxford Fleece 7.30pm
17 Newton Village Hall Whist Drive
29 Fun and Games Evening Boxford Community Council Boxford Village Hall
31 Boxford Over 60’s The Trail of St Edmunds Boxford Village Hall 2.30pm

February
1 Cake Stall Mary’s House 9.00am
10 FOBS Ladies Pamper Evening Boxford School
12 Edwardstone & Boxford CC Valentines Dance with Angel Street Boxford Village Hall
16 Over 50’s Lunch Edwardstone Village Hall

March
Boxford Drama Group Two one act plays

April
14/16 Arts and Crafts Mary’s House
16 FOBS Quiz Night Boxford School
23 Boxford Rocks with the Beavers Boxford Community Council

May
Groton Garden Gala

June
Boxford Drama Group Scottish Theme Evening

5 Boxford Gardens Open St Mary’s Church
11 Sports and Fun Day Boxford Playingfields
18 FOBS Afternoon Summer fun day followed by Hog Roast and Dance Boxford

July
2 Cantate Youth Choir Boxford Church Building Trust St Mary’s, Boxford 7.00pm

Second Monday each month Boxford Parish Council Meetings in Bell House, Stone Street St, Boxford 7.30pm

Forthcoming Events Diary

We wish all our
customers

a Very Happy
Christmas
and a

Healthy and
Prosperous 
New Year

5Boxford  NewsBoxford  News



Wot?s On
WORLD INDOOR BOWLS CHAMPIONSHIPS
Boxford Carpet Bowls Club is again organising a trip to the
World Indoor Bowls Championships at Potters Leisure Resort
near Great Yarmouth and we have some seats available on the
coach. The trip includes the coach to and from Potters to watch
morning and afternoon matches with a two course lunch in
between. The date is Thursday 13th January 2005 and the all-
inclusive cost is £24.00 per person. To book or for further details
please call Jean Saunders on 01787 210725. 
FITNESS CLASSES
Core Control fitness class every Tuesday at 7pm at Boxford
Village Hall. gentle yet effective exercise for all ages and levels
of fitness. For further information please call:
Lindsay on 01449 741488/ 07961830858
FITNESS IN BOXFORD 
Commencing Tuesday 4th January - Gentle exercise
Tuesday mornings at The Spinney - 9.00am
Commencing Wednesday 5th January - Aerobic workout
Wednesday evenings at Boxford Primary School - 7.00pm
Call  01787 211822 for more information
Edwardstone and Boxford Cricket Club
The Club has decided to put on a bit of a do and the whole
village needs to be there.
Boxford Village Hall will be decked out in Pink Hearts and Pink
Gin as Live Band Angel Street provide the tunes which will give
that extra special feel to every girls favourite day of the year. 
The 12th of February is the date you will all be all dressed up

showing all the boys who is the most romantic man in town.
£12.50 a head is small prices to pay for giving your girl a fine
evening out so please don’t hesitate to book your tickets. 
Phone Greg Hayton on 07980834715 or Adrian Gooderham on
01787 211805 without delay and have a cracking Valentines on
us.              James Williams – Vice-captain and Press Officer
COURSES AT ASSINGTON MILL
A new series of short courses are starting early next year at
Assington Mill, which is at the centre of a small working farm set
in a beautiful valley adjacent to Spouses Grove and Arger Fen
nature reserves. The subjects offered in the near future are: 
• Beekeeping 
• Wildlife painting 
• Monoprinting from landscape 
• Linocuts from landscape 
• Book restoration 
• Photography 
• Ceramics 
• Dowsing 
For details and booking contact Anne Holden on 01787 229955,
email info@assingtonmill.co.uk, website www.assingtonmill.co.uk
Leavenheath 50+ Badminton Club
Christmas and New Years Break.
Play will resume after the christmas and New Years holidays on
Wednesday 5th January 2005.

Boxford Over 60’s Club
January 2005 meetings
With Christmas & New Years Greetings to all mwmbwers we
look forward to the first meeting of 2005 - on Monday 7th
January.
The now well established sales table run by Flora and Anne a
successful feature, Flora Johnson also promises a quiz on that
date.
And outings, of course are high on the agenda.
31st January’s speaker, Mr Parfitt, will follow “The trail of St
Edmund” with slides on East Anglian Sites and churches
associated with the famous local King - Life in his time, His story
and controversies - A departure from our usual subjects -

Promises to be interesting.    Thelma Williams 01787 210118
WELCOME TO THE
SUDBURY FESTIVAL 2005
Talented performers of all ages from all over East Anglia will be
coming to Sudbury in February to take part in the 2005 Festival.
A feast for lovers of the performing arts, the Sudbury Festival of
Music, Speech and Dance, will take place between 12 February
and 7 March 2004. Everyone is welcome to watch any of the
sessions.
There are about 1200 entries in some 400 classes, for both
soloists and groups. Performances will range from classical ballet
and tap to creative dance and song and dance groups, from choral
and solo verse and prose reading to dramatic monologue and
group drama, from solo instruments and chamber ensembles to
operatic arias and songs from the shows. Most classes are
competitive, but there are some non-competitive for those who
prefer.
People with a wide range of abilities will be taking part and
benefiting enormously from the experience – learning their piece,
taking the stage, and watching and listening to their peers. There
is a team of experienced adjudicators to give friendly and helpful
assessments to each performer.
Over 70 cups and awards are there to be won, including two new
awards: a cup for the best performance by a competitor 15 years
or under in any of the three sections, given by the Sudbury free
Press to celebrate their 150th anniversary, and a shield for
diologue in the Speech section, given by Barclays Bank, Sudbury.
There are £100 cash prizes attached to the Belchamp Bowl for
string players and for the best player in the brass classes. In
addition, the Sudbury Festival Award for Excellence, another
cash prize, will be given to an outstanding young performer in
any of the three sections.
The Festival starts with the Dance section, from 12 – 17

February, followed by Music from 23 February to 2 March, and
Speech from 4-7 March. The venues are Uplands Middle School,
St Peter’s and the Town Hall. The grand finale will be the Festival
Concert on Sunday 20 March at Sudbury Upper School.
For more details, contact the Festival Press Officer, Pat Herbert,
on 01787 310393

MARY'S HOUSE (5 Swan Street) 
Dates for you diaries for 2005!
CAKE STALL on Tuesday 1st February from 9 00am onwards
in aid of a charity.(See next BRN) 
ARTS & CRAFT Exhibition .. 14-16 April- 
If you are a “busy bee” with craft of any sort please come and
exhibit and/or sell your wares. Get in touch with me 210360 and
let’s show your Hidden talent ! Pauline Lamming

Great Waldingfield WI
Christmas Festivities began early with our Christmas Party in the
Village Hall on December 1st. Having decorated the hall in the
afternoon, members and guests were invited for the evening. The
food had been prepared by all the members, there was so much
choice, savouries and delicious desserts. 
Our entertainment was provided by 11 'Morris Men' from
Belchamp St.Paul - showing slides, singing their songs,
performing their dances, one dance some of our members could
participate in - a good time was had by all. Mrs Jean Butcher one
of our members was presented with a floral arrangement - this
was to wish her a Happy 80th Birthday and another excuse to
raise our glasses to her in celebration.  There were guessing
games and a hat competition - which caused quite a bit of hilarity
- the ladies wearing the hats were asked to parade around the hall
to be judged by the 'Morris Men'. 
At the end of the evening everyone agreed it had been a great
success. 
Our next meeting is on January 5th at 2.00p.m. in the village Hall
where we will be having a Beetle Drive and a Quiz. Everyone
welcome. 
Wishing everyone a Happy New Year. Maisie Root—



Tree Surgery (Stump Removal) • Fencing
Turfing • Ponds • Digger Work

Grass Cutting • Garden Clearance
Mark on 01206 263598
Mobile: 07810 741063 John on 07802 602652or

COUNSELLING
DO YOU SUFFER FROM:

• DEPRESSION • DISTRESS • ANXIETY • 
• RELATIONSHIP DIFFICULTIES • 

• GENDER AND SEXUALITY ISSUES •
• EMOTIONAL AND SEXUAL ABUSE •

Joe Barrett is a qualified Counsellor and practices
from home in Monks Eleigh, for details get in

touch with Joe Barrett 01449 741548

Mixed Seasoned Logs 
Cut to your Requirements

Loads £50, £80 and £100 & bags £3.50
Contact Carol Abbott on:-

Tel 01787 211256 or 07768 795981
Tree work and Garden clearance undertaken

Jane Woodward
Curtains & Soft Furnishings

Tel: 01787 210883

Improve your
Health and Wealth!!

Aloe-Vera and 
Bee Products

to help your health and we offer

the opportunity to join us as

distributors and help your

wealth!!

Call Bill or Bev on 

01787 376674
e.mail: billaldworth@midas-eastanglia.freeserve.co.uk

www.pure-aloe.net (passcode 76689)

Services Directory

Suffolk 
Timber Frame 

Buildings
¥ Traditional Oak Framing

¥ Cart lodges

¥ Out-buildings

¥ Bespoke designs

¥ Restoration

¥ Shipwright

Felix Oliver
e.mail: suffolkframes@aol.com

Tel: 07712 649860     Fax: 01787 248239

The Fox and Hounds
Free House

Groton, Nr. Boxford, Suffolk
Tel: 01787 210474

The Pub That Gives You
Real Ale, Home Cooked Food

and Us
Dave, Lorna and Dean Mills

SUE EASTALL

• Parties • Receptions •
• Weddings • Dinner Parties •

Imaginative Private &
Corporate Catering

Personal
Catering

P & H
LANDSCAPES

e.mail: jrbacon@btinternet.com

Babies & Toddlers at
Boxford

We meet every Wednesday morning from 10 -12noon
during term time, at Boxford Village Hall. Parents,

Nannies & Carers all welcome, only £1.50 per family and 
refreshments free. We cater for children from 0 - 5 years

Summer Holiday or Winter Get Away

Holiday Home Available on the
Western Atlantic Coast of France
Situated between Nante and La Rochelle
In a Charming French Village Location
A 3 Dbl. Bedroom House in Tree Lined Market
Square. Sleeps 6 (2 Twin). Fully Equipped
Kitchen/Dining Room. Delightful Living Room
overlooking the Market Square. 2 Shower Rooms.
Court Yard Garden. Off Road Parking
The Village has all amenities, including 2
Restaurants. 15 miles from the Atlantic Coast.
Ideal Family Beaches, Surfing, 5 Golf Courses
nearby, Lakes, Horse Riding, Cycling, Walking
and Tennis - all within easy Reach. Bookings for
2004 available from £200 per week. 

For Further details and Brochure please
contact 01787 372049

Boxford Sunflower

0pen: during school term time
9.15am - 12.15pm

Ages: rising 3 to primary school

Contact: Moira Grant (211513) 
or call in and see us at work

Boxford Pavilion
The Playing Fields

Available for hire for functions,
meetings, and private parties.

Excellent Facilities

For Bookings and Hire Charges 

John R Bacon

Accountant & 
Tax Consultant

The Boxford Newsletter Group
Design Origination and Complete Printing

Services

Let us handle your Newsletters,

Posters, 
Programmes, or Self Published Books
From Conception to the final product



The Box River Parishes Church News
Boxford • Edwardstone • Groton • Little Waldingfield • Newton
Rector: The Reverend David Matthews, The Rectory, School Hill, Boxford CO10 5JT   

Tel 210752 e.mail: David.Matthews@stedmundsbury.anglican.org
Day off: Monday

Reader: Christopher Kingsbury, Rose Cottage, Sherbourne Street, Edwardstone CO10 5PD 
Tel: 211236 Fax: 211238  e-mail: ChrisKingsC@aol.com
Graham Brook, 90 Tayler Road, Hadleigh IP7 5HR
Tel: 01473 823723, e.mail: g_brook_1999@yahoo.com

Please let one of them or a Churchwarden or a Lay Elder know of any cases of sickness or otherwise where they might be of use . Thank You
Benefice House Mary's House 5 Swan Street, Boxford C010 5NZ  Tel & Fax 210026

THE PARISH OF 
ST MARY, BOXFORD

Churchwarden:
Ruth Kingsbury: as Christopher above

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH:
"Every day is a fresh beginning, 
Listen my soul to the glad refrain.

And, spite of old sorrows
And older sinning,
Troubles forecasted
And possible pain,

Take heart with the day and begin again,"  
Susan Coolidge (1835-1905)

BOX RIVER CLUB NEWS:
On January 3rd the Club visits the pantomime at the Quay
Theatre in Sudbury.
The Club meets in the school hall Sundays at 10.30 a.m.  New
members are always welcome.
January dates: 9th and 23rd.  There is a Box River Club Family
Service on Sunday 30th.   Janet Daniels
CHURCH STEWARDSHIP:
We would be most grateful for all who kindly gift aid our church,
to urgently consider increasing their giving this year.  Our costs
are continuing to increase, and we need to pay our way.  At
present we are some £2000.00 in the "red".  We would also
welcome many more to join the gift aid scheme.  Gift aid
envelopes (for tax payers) are available in church or from Philip
Rich.  We can claim 28p in the pound from the Inland Revenue.
Christopher Kingsbury
BIBLE STUDY GROUP:
Meets at 47 Swan Street - 8.00 a.m.  January dates to be decided.
CK
ALPHA COURSE:
We are most grateful to those who have provided the suppers and
have worked so hard each week behind the scenes with all the
preparations. The course has been a time of learning, reflection
and fellowship. We look forward to the next course in the spring.
CK
SMILE LINES:
Some readers will have probably watched a lot of films on TV
over the Christmas holiday and will undoubtedly come across
one of the following curious Facts of Life on Television… you
may notice that…
• Large, loft apartments in New York City are plentiful and
affordable, even if the tenants are unemployed.

• Should you decide to defuse a bomb, don't worry about which
wire to cut. You will always choose the right one. 

• When you turn out the light to go to bed, everything in your
bedroom will still be clearly visible but slightly blue. CK

To the Box River Saints

I recently purchased a computer programme especially designed
to produce all kinds of greeting cards. The idea was to make my
own Christmas cards this year. Imagine my surprise when I
found there were absolutely no pictures of a religious nature on
the programme. In a shop recently they were selling Advent
calendars none of which had anything approaching a religious
theme. The nearest one with anything approaching a Christmas
theme one could buy was with snowmen on it. There were
plenty with Spiderman and Power rangers, but I have to ask
what relation they bear to either Advent or the message of
Christmas.
The Christmas celebrated by most people today is a million
miles from its true significance and the real reason for
celebration. There is nothing wrong with feasting at Christmas.
Following the sacrifice of a turkey, the Matthews family will
also be feasting in the company of our children and
grandchildren. But ask yourselves why. Why are you
celebrating at all if Christmas holds no religious significance
for you? Why are you buying each other expensive gifts some
of which are superfluous while you ignore the greatest gift ever
given to mankind? Perhaps that is why it has been abbreviated
from Christmas to Xmas.
The strange thing for me at this time of the year are all the
people who come to church. Our churches are filled to bursting
point and it is such a wonderful sight. One of the questions I
asked when I was interviewed for this post was about the
church attendance on special feast days. It gives me hope that
for those attending special services and particularly services at
this time of year, the spirit of Christmas is not lost. The whole
story of Christmas and the miracle of God being born as a
human being is what is celebrated at Christmas. This miracle is
also what we celebrate for the whole of the rest of the year too.
I would not only like to invite you to come and celebrate the
miracle of Christ with us this Christmas but at other times of
the year.  
Joan my wife and I would like to thank all those who have
been so sympathetic following the death of Joan’s mother and
our dear Yibi’s deteriorating health. Please remember both Joan
and Yibi in your prayers. 

Joan, Yibi and I wish you all a joyful and peaceful Christmas
filled with God’s richest blessings

David



THE PARISH OF 
ST LAWRENCE, 

LITTLE WALDINGFIELD
Churchwarden:

Sandra Harbord, 55 The Street; tel 247034
Lay Elder:

Tim Harbord 247034 

BOOK, VIDEO AND PUZZLE LENDING SCHEME: 
The next open morning for village residents will be in the church
on Saturday, 8th January between 10.30 a.m. and 12 noon.  Come
and check out our excellent range of books and videos.
Refreshments provided free of charge.  Sandra Harbord
Reminders for December:
CAROL SERVICE:
The Carol Service will on Sunday, 19th December at 4.00 p.m.
followed by mulled wine and mince pies.  Sandra Harbord
CAROL SINGING:
Carol singing around the village will be on Monday 20th
December with all money raised going to CRISIS at Christmas.
All carol singers please meet outside the Swan pub at 6.30 p.m.
Sandra Harbord

CAROL SERVICE, CHRISTMAS EVE:
The Edwardstone Church traditional Carol Service will be held at
6 p.m. on Christmas Eve.  The Service will feature the usual
popular carols and include a torch-candle procession for the
young children.  The collection this year will be shared between
Water Aid and the Suffolk Air Ambulance.  A Happy Christmas
to you all from the members of Edwardstone PCC.   David
Saddleton
OVER 50’s LUNCH:
We will be holding a lunch in the Parish Hall on Wednesday 16th
February 2005.  There will be two courses plus a glass of wine
for £4.50.  Please contact Daphne Clark 210698 for tickets.  All
welcome. Parish Hall Committee
CLEANER/CARETAKER FOR EDWARDSTONE PARISH
HALL:
We are seeking a cleaner/caretaker for Edwardstone Parish Hall.
The Hall is normally cleaned once a week with extra cleaning, by
agreement, when necessary.  For one hour per week the wages are
£30 per calendar month.  Please contact Daphne Clark on 01787
210698 if you are interested.
EDWARDSTONE PARISH HALL:
Edwardstone Parish Hall is your hall.  It is owned, and run, by the
village for the use of people living in Edwardstone.
The hall can be hired for a morning, afternoon or evening, a half
or whole day at a very reasonable cost (surcharge for non-
Edwardstone residents) by telephoning Fiona Raymond at 01787
210 461. The hall equipment including the tables and chairs can
also be hired for outside use.The hall is funded by: Income from
the hirers; Subsidy from the Parish Council; Fundraising events
and the Parish Hall Lottery (155 Club).
Please: Use your village hall.  It is ideal for children’s parties or
for any event that is too large to fit in your own home.  It is
regularly used for band practices, as the acoustics are very good.
Support those events that occur in the hall.
Support the fundraising events.  Most of the year Daphne Clark
has plants for sale outside her house, which are much cheaper
than at the garden centre and which are known to grow well
locally. 
Please buy a 155 Club ticket for as many people in your house
as you can afford.  £6.00 buys 12 tickets, one for each of the
12 monthly draws.  Approximately half the takings are
returned as prizes so you stand a good chance of winning.  We
normally come round in January but if you are missed please
call us.
Committee Members:  (All telephone numbers 01787 prefix)
Daphne Clark (Chairman) 210 698
Tony Clement (Treasurer) 210 343
Daphne Spittle 211 940
Pauline Cox (Vice-Chairman) 211 030
Marlene Clarke (Secretary) 210 689
Paul Clarke 210 689
Fiona Raymond (Booking Sec.) 210 461
Susie Kennett  211 605 
Thank you to all who have supported our Hall during 2004.
There will be a list of all 2004 winners in the 155 Club draws in
February’s magazine.    Edwardstone Parish Hall Committee
ROTAS – SIDESMAN/CLEANING:
Jan 2: United Benefice Service (Gro)/Mrs Morris & Mrs

Kennett;
Jan 9: Combine with Groton/Mrs Clarke & Mrs Clark;
Jan 16: Mrs Dodd/Mrs Clarke & Mrs Clark;
Jan 23: Combine with Groton/Mrs Moore & Mrs McDermott;
Jan 30: Mr Saddleton/Mrs Moore & Mrs McDermott.

THE PARISH OF 
ST MARY THE VIRGIN,

EDWARDSTONE
Churchwarden:

Vacant
Lay Elder:

Antony Dodd 210397
CONGRATULATIONS to Gwen Wild who celebrated her 90th
birthday on 7th December.
Reminder - NATIVITY PLAY WITH CAROLS - Tuesday,
21st December at 5.00 p.m:
Produced and performed by mums and children from the Groton.
Enjoy a visual telling of the Christmas story.  Refreshments
afterwards.  See you there!  Pauline Lamming
CHEESE & WINE PARTY: "Cheese & Wine" is really a
misnomer, given the vast hot and cold finger buffet spread out to
delight the taste buds of those attending Groton’s annual event in
the WI Hall on Saturday 5th December.  The hall was packed,
with the sartorially extravagant Bob Bowdidge again acting as
master of ceremonies, raffle caller and chief auctioneer
(photograph of the braces next month!).  Bidding was briskest for
the two bottles of whisky – clearly the spirit is alive and well in
Groton!  Our thanks, as always, to Pat Kennedy Scott and her
team of helpers who prepared the food, to Gerald and Pat Smith
who ran the bar, and to all who, by their hard work or just by their
attendance, contributed to a successful and enjoyable evening.
The incidental, but significant, benefit is that about £850 has
been added to church funds, for which the PCC are very grateful.
David Lamming
THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH:
"And is it true?  And is it true, this most tremendous tale of all,
seen in a stained-glass window’s hue, a baby, in an ox’s stall?
The maker of the stars and sea, become a child on earth – for me."
(From ‘Christmas’, by John Betjeman)
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES FOR 2005:
**Cake stall** on Tuesday 1st February from 9.00 a.m. onwards,
in aid of a charity. (See next BRN)
**Arts & Crafts Exhibition. 14th-16th April**
If you are a "busy bee" with craft of any sort, please come and
exhibit and/or sell your wares. Get in touch with me (210360)
and let's show your hidden talent!      Pauline Lamming
ROTAS: January
Flowers: Mrs P Thaw
Cleaning: Mrs P Thaw
Sidesman with Sacristan: Mrs McCorkell

THE PARISH OF 
ST BARTHOLOMEW,

GROTON
Churchwardens: Barbara Riddleston: 
Poplar Farm, Goslings Green, 210261

David Lamming Lodge Farmhouse 210360
Lay Elders: Pauline Lamming 210360 

Joy Sellers 378009



Julians Private Hire
Julian Delefortrie

Airports, Ports, Theatres etc.

6 seater Aircon Galaxy MPV.
julian.delefortrie@ntlworld.com

Tel: 01787 247691  Mobile: 07976

TRAMAR TANKERING
Septic Tank Emptying
Friendly family business

Competitive Rates
Tel: 01787 313795

Mobile:07980 552834

P. D. ROSE
Plumbing & Heating

Oil Boiler Service & Maintenance
Decorating

General Building & Repairs
Wall & Floor Tiling
Tel: 01787 211042

Mobile: 079742906997 or 07870526324
3 Fen Street, Boxford, Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 5HL

CLEANING SERVICE

01473 408487

Carpets, curtains and upholstery 
All fabrics deodorised and conditioned FOC

Other services 
ScotchGuard, Flame retardant, Cleaning of
conservatories,patios and garden furniture, 
Re-staining (wood)  All work carried out by 

a local, professionally trained operator

PROFESSIONAL DOG
TRIMMING
by International
Championship show &
Crufts Judge
Nail cutting service
Tel: Pat on 01473 822326

Services Directory

POLSTEAD ANIMAL
FEEDS

CAT / DOG FOOD
HORSE & PONY

POULTRY / RABBIT
WILD BIRD FEEDS

SALT TABLETS
New House Farm

Polstead
01206 263555

DDAAWWNN  DDAALLEE
BEAUTY RELAXATION THERAPY 

THORINGTON STREET  NR. STOKE BY NAYLAND

MANICURE, PEDICURE. WAXING, 
AROMATHERAPY, BODY TREATMENTS,
FACIALS, EYE TREATMENTS, MASSAGE 

LADIES ONLY 
RELAXING TREATMENT ROOM IN
17™ CENTURY CONVERTED BARN

OPEN MON-SAT, & UNTIL 9pm TUE,WED,THU. 
PLEASE PHONE DAWN:01206 337500

Suppliers of a large range of agricultural and
turfcare machinery, including:

post hole borers post drivers, trenchers, stoneburiers, mowers,
sweepers, harrows, log saws & splitters, woodchippers, rollers, trailers,

scarifiers, slitters, sprayers, Compact hay making machinery - hay
turners, balers, bale wrappers etc.

Woods tractor mounted mowers & landscaping equipment Agrator
rotavators, power harrows, girospikes, shredders / straw choppers

Powerfab mini diggers, spares and refurbishments. Servicing, repairs &
rebuilds on all small plant. Land Rovers & Range Rovers 

A full range of spares for the above plus oils. greases, propane gas,
fencing materials (including full range of electric fencing),

plastic pipes and fittings etc. 
Plus on our farm side: Grass contracts undertaken.

Quality hay, haylage, and straw supplied. 
Naturally reared beef, lamb and pork 

Phone : 01787 210256       Fax : 01787 210175 
e-mail : microplant@btclick.com 

N. G French Groundworks

Mini Digger & Reg Operator £140/day
Also Tree Works & Ground Clearance

Garden Waste Collection
Logs & Kindling Delivered
For details phone Nick on:

01787 211051 or 07789 802524
College Farm, Lindsey.

SAMPSON H.G.V. & P.S.V.
Probably Europeʼs Most Versatile Workshop Under One Roof

Servicing, Body Work & Repairs carried
out on the following:
• Heavy Goods Vehicle & Public Service Vehicles 
• Horse Box Lorries & Trailers 
• Light Commercials, Cars & Vans 
• Trailers (any size) & Plant Machines 
• Collection & Delivery Service Available 
• Vehicle Movements/Scrap Car Collection Service 
• 4 Wheel Drive S Off Road Vehicles A Speciality 
• Body Work, Crash Repairs & Vehicle Stora

Place Farm, Lady Lane, Hadleigh
Ipswich IP7 6AF

8am to 6pm 6 days a week (weekends
subject to prior arrangement) 

Tel: 01473 828988
Fax: 01473 828988

24 hour: 07798 637771
Email: didi@yourwheels.co.uk

JULIE-ANNE SAMPSON
MOBILE NAIL TECHNICIAN
PHONE/FAX: 01206 241772
MOBILE: 07769 656259

Acrylic/ Gel Nails
Coloured Gels
Tips & Overlay
Nail Art Available
Manicures

BRADSHAW
Trenching

SPECIALISTS IN
TRENCHING, ARENAS AND FENCING

Drainage
Cable laying
Septic tank installation
Ponds and ditches
Roads and paths
Site clearance
Equestrian areas
Manege construction
Manege refurbishment
Stable & Paddock maint.
Concrete pads etc.
All types of fencing
Gate hanging

01787 210499
Mobile: 07810 801021

www.bradshawtrenching.co.uk
Mountside, Boxford Road, Polstead Colchester

C.I.T.B. & C.T.A. QUALIFIED

J M Lewis
Electrical Contractor

Re-wiring, Emergency breakdown Service
Security Lighting, Off peak Heating, etc.

Telephone: 01787 211332

Michael James
PPaaiinntteerr   aanndd  DDeeccoorraattoorr

Fully Insured • Free Estimates
Quality at a Reasonable Price

Phone 01787 311512
Mobile: 07891 778 319

Polstead Private Hire
Travel in Style

Airports • Theatre • Events •
Corporate Travel

fully air conditioned 8 seater vehicle
Dave Howard

Telephone: 01206 262196 Mobile: 07767 076976



At the time of writing we have only eight days left until the
Christmas break. During that time we will be having four
Christmas productions, four parties, our Christmas dinner and
our choir will be singing at the church carol concert. I often
wonder how we get to the end of this term in one piece!
Last week I received a letter from the LEA regarding the
Government plans to fine parents who take their children out
of school during term time for extended holidays. Whilst
nobody would encourage or support children missing school
for any reason one can fully understand why parents choose to
take their away during term time. I often get phone calls from
parents enquiring when the holidays are but any quick glance
through a travel brochure will reveal the holidays for the year
as the substantial rise in prices whenever there is a school
break will reveal all. Even a four day mini break for the
Whitsun half term next year can cost over a hundred pounds
extra on the previous week. On longer breaks parents can save
hundreds and in some cases over a thousand pounds by taking
their families away during term time. The proposals for fining
parents puts me in a very difficult position as I fully
understand why parents would wish to take their holidays
during term time. Perhaps the Government should be dealing
with the holiday industry on this issue and not be expecting me
to be the person in the front line!
On a brighter note last week we had our annual Christmas
Fayre and the turnout was very pleasing. It seemed that we
were busier than ever. It was nice to see so many ex-pupils and
people from the local community. Thankyou for your fantastic
support. Once again may I congratulate and thank Moira
Cottrell who organised the event and all of the helpers who ran

A Warm Warm Welcome to Arctic Fuel your local fuel company offering over 50 years
experience in supplying homes and farms with best quality fuel at competitive prices.

On top of our normal responsive and courteous service, we can offer timely courtesy
calls, group order discounts and an out of hours telephone number to help when others
cannot.
We provide the service you have been waiting for!

Crockatt Lane
Hadleigh
Ipswich
Suffolk
IP7 6RD

Tel: 01473 829809
Out of hours: 07711 729118Ke e p i n g  Su f f o l k  Wa rm

Boxford School News stalls for the evening. 
May I remind anyone who is hoping for a place in school for
the academic year 2005/06 that now is the time to register
your child. The closing date for applications is February 2005
so it is essential that if you haven’t contacted us yet that you
do so as soon as possible. Failure to do so could mean that
your child will not be allocated a place.
Last year was a very challenging and rewarding one for us
all with the OFSTED inspection just before Easter. The final
report was quite outstanding and reflected the incredible
dedication of all the staff, Governors and parents who put so
much into making Boxford School the place it is. My thanks
and congratulations to all.
Finally may I wish everyone a very Happy Christmas and a
Healthy and Prosperous New Year.

TIME FOR A CHANGE?
HYPNOTHERAPY 

AND HYPNOHEALING
(Stratford St. Mary - easy access and parking just off the A12)

Hugh Clover
(MA(Ed), MABCH, MCA Hyp, MNCH)

Caring and confidential help with relaxation, stress,
phobias, confidence, sleep, smoking, weight, unwanted
habits and many other psychological emotional and

physical problems.
For further information, free leaflet, or consultation please

contact HUGH on 01206 323089 E.mail: hughhyp@hotmail.com

www.hughclover.co.uk
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Got a sports story? Telephone: 01787 211507   or  e-mail ed.kench@virgin.net

Bryan Klug and Simon Milton joined the Ipswich Town
Academy squad  at a day of fitness and leisure at The Stoke by
Nayland Hotel, Golf and Leisure Club this week, to give them a
break from their normal training routine.
They began their visit with a cross country run around stunning
"Constable Country" which surrounds the Hotel and golf course
with Peake Fitness Manager, Matt Manning. This was followed
by a "Body Balance" class with Peake Fitness Assistant
Manager, Lisa Manning, in the brand new air-conditioned
aerobics studio which overlooks the lake and golf courses.  
Body Balance is one of the most popular classes held regularly
at the Club for both members and non-members. It combines
Pilates with Yoga and Tai Chi to music.  Peake Fitness Manager
and qualified Sports Therapist,  Matt Manning, said, "We highly
recommend Body Balance as a regular fitness training for
everyone, but particularly for sportsmen and women, as it
increases flexibility, strength, core stability and at the same time
improves spacial awareness, balance and coordination.  This all
helps to reduce injury during competition and matches."
After lunch the non-golfers amongst the Academy squad spent a
leisurely afternoon relaxing by the luxurious indoor pool making
full use of the sauna, steam room and Jacuzzi whilst the golfers
took the opportunity to play on one of Stoke by Nayland’s two
18 hole championship courses, which host the prestigious,
worldwide televised PGA Europro tour each summer. 
Tamara Unwin, director of The Stoke by Nayland Hotel said:
"We were delighted to have the Ipswich Town Academy here for
the day – the lads were a credit to their club and took to the
activities, especially the Body Balance, with great enthusiasm.
Here at Stoke by Nayland we actively support youngsters to
excel in their sport – we have a Golf  "Sports Academy"  based
here permanently which runs much along the same lines as the
Ipswich Town Academy and they train with our own

professional, Kevin Lovelock, who also runs a Young Masters
Golf academy at weekends.  We like to give talented young
sportsmen and women every opportunity to succeed where we
can."
Simon Milton said "We were delighted to have the opportunity
to use the excellent facilities at Stoke by Nayland and the boys
really enjoyed their day which proved to be very motivational.  I
myself make full use of Peake Fitness every week for my
preparation for the London Marathon and have already benefited
greatly from the expert help and high tech equipment on offer at
the Club."

IPSWICH TOWN ACADEMY ENJOY A DAY OUT AT THE STOKE  CLUB

The Ipswich Town Football Academy on the Stoke by Nayland Hotel terrace
after their cross country run with Peake Fitness manager, Matt Manning

ITFC Academy participates in the Body Balance class with
Peake Fitness Assistant Manager, Lisa Francis.



ROTAS – SIDESMAN/FLOWERS:
Jan 2: United Benefice Service (Gro)/Mrs Fernando-Martin;
Jan 9: Mr Squirrell/Mrs Ewen;

Jan 16: Mrs Gardiner & Mr Powell/Mrs Squirrell;
Jan 23: Mrs Miller & Mrs Carse/Mrs Pell;
Jan 30: Mrs Rattee/Mrs Storar.  

THE PARISH  OF 
ALL SAINTS, NEWTON

Churchwardens:
Diana Stock: 12 Links View, 312828

John Turner, Severn, Church Rd 372677
Lay Elders: Jean Green 373383 

& Diana Stock 312828

MISSING PRAYER BOOKS: Several small green Prayer
Books are missing from the church.  If anybody has any
information about this I shall be grateful if they will get in touch.
Diana Stock
CANDLEMAS: On Sunday 30th January we will be celebrating
Candlemas with a service at 9.30 a.m. conducted by Roy Tricker.
This will be followed by coffee.  All those who are able to join us
will be very welcome.  Diana Stock

Copy Date for Church News section in the February 2005 Box River News: 
Please, NO LATER THAN 15th January 2005. Thank you.

Daphne Clark 210698.
New email address – daphne@clark-home.me.uk  



Mattock Motors
Telephone: 01787 211394

• Tyres • Brakes • Exhausts • Servicing • Tune-ups • Etc •

Calais Street Farm, Boxford
Just follow the Signs on the 1071

Free Collection and Delivery to Local Areas

WE ARE YOUR LOCAL

MOT CENTRE & TYRE SUPPLIERS

COMPUTER
CARE

CALL OUT SERVICE
INTERNET SECURITY & VIRUS REMOVAL

NEW PCʼS • REPAIRS • UPGRADES
NETWORKING • DATA BACK UP 

DATA RECOVERY
SMALL BUSINESS SUPPORT
AUDIO/VISUAL EQUIPMENT

& INSTALLATION

V-EXTERMINATOR
CALL NOW
01787 370397
works@v-exterminator.co.uk
WWW.V-exterminator.co.uk

Box River Soap Box
Well, that put the cat amongst the pigeons.  Not only am I now
building a file of correspondence in relation to my articles, I am
even being tackled in the pub over what I have written.  Actually,
it is not just about what appears in the Soap Box column that has
excited comment.  The whole editorial approach of the Box River
News appears to be the subject of considerable interest.  Not
everyone agrees with the line being taken, but then in a
democracy such dissent should be viewed as inevitable -
desirable even.
With the likely introduction of car parking charges a matter of
considerable concern at present, it is perhaps unsurprising that
Babergh District Council should take the trouble to read the Box
River News.  Indeed, someone from their Press Relations
Department telephoned me in connection with the comments I
made regarding footpaths.  They appear concerned that the story
was incomplete.  I felt my remarks were clear, if inconclusive.
But I would expect a concerned Council to take the temperature
of its constituents regularly.
My own experience of dealing with our local authority has been
mixed.  On the one hand I know they have a difficult task to
perform.  Their resources are limited - necessarily so - but they
are expected to ensure that our local services are properly
maintained to the satisfaction of all.  Yet evidence of waste and
bureaucracy can be found - something doubtless present in every
local government office and not a few commercial organisations
for that matter.
My one visit to a meeting of the planning committee (parish
councils have their greatest contact with district councils over
planning issues in my experience) left me with a sense of
disappointment.  To my simple mind the issue was cut and dried.
Moreover, the position of the parish council appeared to resonate
with the committee members present.  And we did obtain the
result we sought - sort of.
The disappointment in my mind stemmed from two sources.
First, the recommendation of the planning department, which
was ultimately adopted by the committee, was heavily dictated
by the Local Plan.  Little surprise there, you may feel, but the
way in which it was interpreted left little opportunity for
adjusting to local circumstances.  Moreover, the way in which the
planning department assumed control of the interpretation of the
planning application made me wonder what value the committee
was really adding.
I tackled a committee member on this very topic and was
advised that, by opposing the recommendation of the planning
department and, in particular, by going against the outline of the
Local Plan, they could be accused of wasting tax payers' money.
Fine - I am all for conserving the not inconsiderable amount of
council tax we pay, but I consider those who seek to serve us in
local government should be more questioning of what they are
told and more mindful of local considerations.
Secondly, it concerned me that my right of audience in this
forum was limited to just three minutes of fame before the
discussion on the merits of the application took place.
Thereafter, I had to hold my peace, regardless of how
misinformed or misguided subsequent comment was.  Moreover,
as a Parish Council our only right to object to the decision
reached had to be based upon law and could thus prove costly to
instigate.  The applicant, on the other hand, was freer to
endeavour to set aside the result delivered.
Avoiding unnecessary additional work by limiting the right of
appeal is understandable, as is restricting the right to address
meetings of Council members.  But it strikes me as potentially
unsound on a constitutional basis.  While freer access to the
planning process could result in vexatious interference, surely it
must be possible to construct a playing field with less of a slope.
Lack of time and resource is not just a local authority problem.
Local residents often fail to follow through objections to
planning applications for the very same reasons.  Restricting their
voice could result in frustration and inadequate debate.
Brian Tora is Chairman of the Little Waldingfield Parish Council
and a regular writer and broadcaster on investment and
financial matters



Boxford Clubs & Organisations
1st Boxford Beaver Scouts Diana Taylor 210239
1st Boxford Brownies Moira Grant 211513
1st Boxford Cub Scouts Mark Miller 211596
1st Boxford Guides Lil Benton 210809
1st Boxford Rainbows Janice MacMillan 210595
1st Boxford Scout Group Richard Gates 210432 
1st Boxford Explorer Scouts 
3 Parishes Response Vic Rice 210504 
Allotments  
Bellringers Richard Gates 210432 
Boxford Art Group Philip Ingram 210771 
Boxford Babysitting Circle Susanne Excell 210572 
Boxford Bible Study Group 211077
Boxford Bingo Club Les Gunn 210994 
Boxford Bowls Club Les Clark 210698
Boxford Bounty Mark Miller 211596
Boxford Carpet Bowls Jean Saunders 210725 
Boxford Community Council Peter Hibben 210819 
Boxford Conservative Assoc Peter Patrick 210346 
Boxford Drama Group Margaret Clapp 210186 
Boxford Fleece Jazz Workshop David Mayhew 248585
Boxford Gardens Open Barrie Thorpe 211346
Boxford Netball Club Elaine Powling 211243
Boxford Over 60s Club Nell Suckling 210250 
Boxford Playing Fields Richard Gates 210432
Boxford Playing Fields Pavilion
Boxford Recorder Philip Rich 210605 
Boxford Rovers Football Club Mark Lane 211656
Boxford School Bob Giles 210332 
Boxford Society Philip Rich 210605 
Boxford Spinney Sonja Lane 211214 
Boxford Sunflower Playgroup Moira Grant 211513 
Boxford Sew & Sews Paula Stacey 211488
Boxford Study Centre Bob Martin 210837 
Boxford Tennis Club Diana Hawk 211403 
Boxford to Boxford MA IV Eddie Kench 211507
Boxford United Charities Dr J. Debenham 210540 
Boxford Village Hall David Phillips 210106 
Boxford Walks Ian Lindsley 210520 
Boxford Youth Club John Broughton 377404 
Box River Club Janet Daniels 210798 
Box River News EddieKench 211507 
Carers Support Group Phillip Ingram 210771
CE Vol Con School & Nursery Unit Bob Giles 210332 
Community Police Officer Keith Warren  
County Councillor Jeremy Pembroke 
District Councilior Bryn Hurren 01473 822737 
Edwardstone & Boxford Cricket Club Adrian Gooderham 01787 211805
Fleece Jazz Club David Gasson 210796 
Friends of Boxford School Phillip Taylor 211265
Mary's House 210026
Mill Surgery 210558 
Mother and Toddler Group Moira Grant 211513
Parish Council Maureen Cooling 211822
Parochial Church Council Cynthia Wanniarachy 211182 
Poppy Appeal E Fletcher
Primrose Wood Ian Lindsley 210520 
SESAW Maggie 210888
Toddlers at Boxford Dawn Kurtz

Newton Clubs & Organisations
Mothers & Toddlers Siobhan Harris 311028
News, Views & Coffee Alex Stevens 374093
Newtoneers Linda Cutts 370242
Newton Fireside Club Molly Watson 373353
Newton Golf Club 377217
Newton Green Trust Dave Crimmin 375093
Newton Keep Fit Club Linda Buckledee 210772
Newton Mothers and Toddlers Lisa Devlin 374182
Newton News Views & Coffee Nancy Harris 374626
Newton Village Hall Alan Vince 373963
Newton Village Hall Theatre Group Janet Weavers 377652
PCC Rosemary Otto 370977
Police Liason Officer PC Ruth Horton 01284 774307
Surgeries Boxford Mill 210558

Meadow Lane 310000
Hardwicke House 370011

Siam 370444
Whist Drives Alan Vince 373963
Willow Montessori Nursery Tina Boyes 375423

Edwardstone Clubs & Organisations
Edwardstone Millennium Green Trust Clare Britcher 211234
Edwardstone Parish Hall Fiona Raymond 210461
Edwardstone United Charities Les Clark (Clerk) 210698
Edwardstone and Boxford CC Sally Gooderham 231327
Groton Clubs & Organisations
Groton Educational Foundation Anthea Scriven 01787 210263
Groton Parish Council Martin Wood 210181
Groton United Charities Martin Wood 210181
Groton WI Joan Cooper

Ltl Waldingfield Clubs & Organisations
Gt Waldingfield WI Linda Lutz 378888
Ltl Waldingfield Parish Council Camilla Heptinstall 247804
Lt Waldingfield Parish Room Sue Mitchell 247173
Little Waldingfield Playingfield Committee (Chairman)  Phil Hart 248021
Little Waldingfield Charities Sue Mitchell  247173

31A FRIARS ST, SUDBURY, SUFFOLK C010 2EA
Tel: 01787 372833 Fax: 01787 376863

E-mail: thorntons@ricsonline.org

We are an independent professional firm of
Estate Agents and Chartered Surveyors.

We specialise in the sale of individual
character and period houses and cottages

within a 15 mile radius of Sudbury.

Our clients have the personal attention of the
partners, who are assisted by our friendly and

helpful staff.

Apart from selling interesting houses,
Thorntons also provide a wide range of
professional services including surveys,
valuations, development appraisals, rent

reviews and much more

Box River Benefice, directory of clubs & Organisations

Solicitors 27 Friars Street
Sudbury CO10 2AD

Tel: 01787 880440Bates Wells
& Braithwaite

Property  -  Business Affairs  -  Wills & Trusts
Debt Recovery  -  Insurance  -  Employment

Child Care  -  Family  -  Divorce (inc. Injunctions)
Consumer Contract Disputes

Compensation Claims
Criminal Matters

Expert help available locally
e.mail: solicitors@bateswells-sudbury.co.uk

Please let us know of any changes that need to be
made to this list of organisations and advise us of any
we may have missed out.

Telephone 01787 211507
e/mail ed.kench@virgin.net



Newton Green Golf Club
18 Hole Par 69 golf course

A friendly members’ club run by the members

LIMITED MEMBERSHIP AVAILABLE

GREEN FEES & VISITORS WELCOME

REDUCED RATES FOR 
TWILIGHT GOLF

AVAILABLE FROM 5 pm 

The course at Newton Green has two distinct halves; 
the front nine open with bunkers and trees, the back

nine tight with ditches and gorse.

Full Catering and Bar Facilities Available 

A WARM WELCOME AWAITS NEW MEMBERS
AND VISITORS ALIKE 

Newton Green, Sudbury, Suffolk C010 OQN 
email: info@newtongreengolfclub.co.uk
website: www. newtongreengolfclub.co.uk 

Local Walks
Ramblers Association Walks
Saturday 1st January. First Footing. Little Horksley figure of
eight. Meet at ‘The Beehive’ Little Horksley (GR TL 962321) for
an 11am start. Return to the Beehive for lunch or picnic. 3 miles.
Afternoon walk starts at 2pm. 3 miles. 
Leader Sue 01206 572817.
Sunday 2nd January. Henny Street. Meet Gt Cornard,
Blackhouse Lane CP (GR TL 893397) to make a 10.30 start. 4
miles. Leader Laurie Burroughs 01787 375597.
Sunday 16th January. Lavenham. Annual Town Walk. Meet at
the ‘Cock Inn” cp (GR TL 914490) to start at 10am. Lunch or
picnic at The Beehive. Distance 5 miles. Afternoon walk starts at
1.45pm. That will be 4 miles. Leader Anne 01206 382944
Wednesday 19th January. Assington/Bures. Meet Assington
Village Hall cp(GR TL 934375) for a 10am start; a circular walk
via Bures Distance 10 miles.
Leader Janet 01787 227929
Wednesday 19th January. Stoke by Nayland circular. Meet at
Stoke by Nayland recreation ground cp (GR TL 985364) The
walk starts at 10.30am. 5.5 miles.
Leader David Taylor 01787 880875.
Tuesday 25th January. Dedham Vale. Meet at Great Bromley
Church Meadow (GR 083262) starting at 9.30am Dedham Vale
via Lawford, Flatford, Dedham and back through Ardleigh. No
dogs. Approx. 13 miles. Leader Alan S. 01206 230791
Sunday 30th January. Stour Valley Path. Meet public cp Stoke
by Nayland Church (GR 935363) for a 10am start. Lunch at ‘The
Cock Inn’ Polstead. Distance 10.5 miles.
Leaders Judy and John 01206 855244.
Sunday 30th January. Polsted Area. Meet for a 10.30am start at
‘The Cock Inn cp (GR TM 995383) to walk around Polstaed.
Distance 5 miles.
Leader. Pat Lloyd 01473 824105
Sunday 30th January. Hadleigh Area. Meet Magdalen Street cp
(GR 027426) for a 10am start. Two circular walks in this Scenic
part of Suffolk, via Kersey in the morning and Aldham in the
afternoon. The afternoon walk will start at approx 1.30pm. Both
walks of six miles. No dogs.
Leader. Alan S. 01206 230791.
Sunday 6 February. Long Melford circular. Met at free cp near
Kingfisher Leisure Centre, Sudbury (GR TL 875412) for a
circular walk to Long Melford. AM via Chilton and Newmans
Green. Lunch Long Melford. PM via Stour Valley Path and
Railway Walk. Starts at 10am from Sudbury. 10 miles
Leaders Salley and Graham 01206 241776

We Wish you all a

Happy and Healthy

Christmas and New Year



Sir,
The December issue of Box River News carried a number of
articles concerning Babergh District Council.  They contained
some serious factual inaccuracies.  We would like to set the
record straight as regards the major errors.
'Think again Babergh'
Whilst noting Mr Kench’s research in the North Street Car Park,
Sudbury, the assumption that our survey provided wildly
incorrect information is just not true.  Our survey was carried
out over 6.5 days in every car park by experienced staff from
our Engineering Team (not inexperienced staff as asserted). It is
statistically more robust than the survey of one car park carried
out over one day.  It is certainly not information that has
‘seriously misled’ Councillors as regrettably alleged in the
article.  However, we have met with Mr. Kench and he has to
provided his survey data and explained his methodology.  We
are currently reviewing his approach and findings.
'Night flying menace ignored'
You claim that Babergh District Council's unelected officers
chose to ignore the paper (Night Flying Restrictions at
Heathrow, Gatwick and Stansted: Stage 1 Consultation) and did
not respond.
This is inaccurate.  Babergh wrote on 28 October objecting
both to any future changes that would increase aircraft flying
over the district and to the environmental and quality of life
damage currently being caused by night time flying below the
controlled airspace.
Copies of this letter will also be circulated to those parish
councils in whose areas the Box River News is distributed.
I hope that this clarifies these issues for your readers.
Yours sincerely,
Mike Hammond,    Corporate Director.

Sir
Box River Soap Box.

May I point out that there are two errors in the article about
footpaths in the Waldingfields featured in your current issue.
The footpath between the two churches does not at any point
approach within a hundred metres of the man-made reservoir.
(An attempt to close pan of this path has already been the
subject of a Public Enquiry, which found in favour of the
walkers). The wider "footpath" proposed by the landowner on
another section of the path was a grassed strip six metres wide
round the perimeter of a field - ideally suited to a gallop for his
several horses. 
The path which does officially pass round three sides (not
through) the reservoir was the subject of a lawful diversion,
which the then landowner treated somewhat cavalierly, by by-
passing the the reservoir. This was communicated to me by the
County Rights-of-Way Officer, but as nobody objected, the
matter was allowed to rest. 
I was honourary Footpath Warden for Little Waldingfield for
many years, and resigned when I also resigned from Vice-
Chairmanship of the Parish Council in 1995, at the age of
eighty. 
Yours faithfully, 

Dear Editor
I am disappointed by the nature of the coverage of Box River
News regarding 'Life Threatening Vandalism' November 2004. 
It seems that the competence of the Playing Fields Management
Committee is being challenged. 
Vandalism has been and still is a constant nagging problem,
which from my experience occupies a considerable amount of
time, effort and expense. The committee should be encouraged
and supported in what they do on a voluntary basis in difficult
circumstances. 

Telling them how to run their affairs is not, in my opinion, the
role of Box River News. 
Yours sincerely 
Peter Holden

Dear Friends
I would like to wish everyone a Happy New Year and also
thank those who sent Christmas cards
Nell Suckling
Boxford
Dear Eddie
10th November 2004
It is with regret that I write to you concerning the articles in the
November issue of the Box River News. My main concerns are
the inaccuracies in your two main front page articles and the
fact that you did not see fit or have the good manners to consult
me for a quote or to check any of your facts, in short I feel that
articles in any publication should be fair and accurate and
balanced. 
With regard to the article about the tarmac area approaching the
spinney no household has received any demand for payment
and will not do so for 6 months. The cost of the council house
repairs and maintenance is not met from the rates but from the
housing revenue account which is rent paid to the land lord by
tenants and finally it is extremely unlikely that any one will face
prosecution, if any house holder has difficulty in paying the
final settlement they will be given terms and time to pay.
With regard to the car parking issue I am and always have been
a champion of free parking within Babergh for shoppers but not
of long term parking which clogs up our car parks and excludes
shoppers, I am on record of saying this at all the AGMs in the 5
villages in my ward. The 9 councillors at the Babergh scrutiny
committee are spread geographically through out the district
and none come from Ipswich or even near and we all have the
interest of our district close to our hearts. The big issue is
should all the cost of running and upkeeping our 26 car parks be
met by the council tax payer or should the motorist be asked to
make a contribution. 
My view is that people who use our shops and businesses
should park for free up to 2 hours ( 85% or cars ) and the
motorists who leave a car in our parks and on our streets for
longer periods (possibly to commute to another place) should
not do so at our council tax payers expense. 
In short Eddie this was a serious misrepresentation of the facts
and one that I would not want to see repeated. 
Yours sincerely
B.D.Hurren
District councillor for Boxford Ward 
P.S The article in the December issue of BRN concerning night
flying from Stanstead is also totally incorrect, B.D.C did reply
to the consultation and I have a copy on my file, if any
interested party would like to see it please contact me. 
Sorry Bryn but I must take you to task
David Rose Lib Dem, lives in Holbrook, 3 miles from the centre of
Ipswich. He represents Holbrook which borders on the Ipswich Town
Council
David Wood Lib Dem, lives in Tattingstone, 2.5 miles from the centre of
Ipswich. Represents Alton on the Towns Boundary.
Wendy Sadler Lib Dem, lives in Erwarten 7 miles from the centre of
Ipswich, same distance as we are from Sudbury
Remember we are the people who use ‘Our Shops’ as you call them and
without us the shops do not survive. Ipswich has a big enough population
to survive without us. If you take into consideration,The car parks, off
street parking, Market Hill, the Quay, Waitrose, Aldi’s Tesco, Homebase,
Focus etc In excess of 30,000 cars park in Sudbury each week. The
populatin of Sudbury is only 9000.
Your statistics are also incorrect. According to Baberghs figures only
65% park for less than 2 hours. The mistake is not your fault, its the way
the figures were presented to you. Ed

Readers Letters



The Lion
at Leavenheath

Honey Tye, Colchester, Essex
Telephone: 01206 263434

We wish all our customers
A Very Happy Christmas

and
A Healthy and Prosperous 

New Year
Check out our New Year Meal Deal

“All that a village pub should be”
Evening Gazette, November 8, 2000.

ROY CHAPMAN & SONS is a well
established family firm based in Nayland,
selling all types of residential properties

from small cottages to large country houses.
We are ideally situated to serve all the

villages around the Essex/Suffolk border
and attract buyers both nationally and

internationally.

We are pleased to offer a personal and
friendly service to both vendors and

purchasers alike, so if you would like a free
valuation of your home or are seeking a
property in this area, please call Robert or

John Chapman on 01206 262244.

Rake up all the fallen leaves from under your rose bushes and
burn them. Black spot and rust overwinter on fallen leaves and in
the soil, waiting to infect your plants in spring. It is also
beneficial to spray the dormant bushes and soil around them with
armillatox to kill the spores.
Time to order new corms of Gladioli from a reputable supplier.
When they arrive, unpack them and lay them out in shallow trays
to allow for free ventilation. Then store them in a frost free place
until planting time. Large corms are not always the best. A young
plump corm with a small root base is often n better than a much
larger flatter corm with a broad root base.
If the weather keeps open, broad beans of Ayaduce Claudia and
The Sutton can be sown all through January.
Shallots can be planted in pots or trays to start them off ready for
planting out in March.
In the greenhouse, examine regularly plants in flower removing
any faded flowers and discoloured leaves. Take care when
watering not to splash leaves or flowers or to leave water in the
crowns of plants. Avoid over watering in pots, especially those
with young plants in them or the roots may be damaged,
Seeds of many trees or shrubs such as Camellia, Ginko,

Liriodendren (tulip tree) and Wisteria can be raised from seed
under glass in a temperature of 60OF. This may be interesting to
do but the results are unpredictable, they take many years to
flower and do not come true from seed.
Examine regularly, stored tubers and corms for signs of rot and
damage by mice. Cut away any damaged portions and dust with
flowers of sulphur.
Poinsettia should be kept in an even temperature, away from
drafts, and not close to direct heat. Do not water until the
compost is almost dry.

Fed amaryllis with a high potash feed such as Tomorite to
encourage good flowers. Avoid too much nitrogen as this will
only produce leaves at the expense of flowers. The one we grow
indoors is Amaryllis Hippeastrum. Why not try its hardier cousin
from South Africa, Amaryllis Belladonna.. It makes a good
autumn display, flowering on leafless stems 2.5 feet in length.
Plant in summer at the foot of a sunny wall, 6-8 inches deep and
12 inches apart. Once established it resents being disturbed and
bulbs should not be lifted until they become overcrowded and
bulbs should not be lifted until they become overcrowded. A
mulch of organic matter is needed in the autumn for added winter
protection.    Happy Christmas   Harry

Gardening in January Harry Buckledee

DENTAL SURGEONS
R.S HEMS BDS, LDS, RCS, MGDP (UK) MSc

P.J.B. WILSON BDS, LDS, RCS.
Preventive Dentistry

Hygienist
Emergency Service
Daily, Evening and

Saturday morning surgeries

HADLEIGH (01473) 823092
17/19 HIGH STREET, HADLEIGH



Boxford Bounty
Winners   November - December 2004
The Boxford Bounty would like to 

thank members of  the audience who drew the following 
winners at the Boxford Drama Group 
production of Sleeping Beauty on 
Saturday 4th December 2004

£160.00 MRS J. BLOWERS GROTON STREET
£75.00 MRS GWEN WILD GROTON
£30.00 MR & MRS BEVEN COX HILL
£15.00 MR & MRS D. GUNN  HOMEFIELD

Tickets for the Boxford Bounty are available from:
Mark Miller 01787 211596

and cost £10 per year
Registered Charity No 304862

BOXFORD BOUNTY
The time of year is with us once again, for the Boxford Bounty

collectors to come knocking at your door asking for your
continued support.

The local lottery for Boxford, Edwardstone and Groton, the
Bounty has provides financial support for many local groups

and interests.
Tickets are available at a cost of £10.00 per year, which

guarantees entry to six draws.  You may also arrange to pay
monthly at £1.00 per month.

The prizes for each draw are:
1st Prize £160
2nd Prize £  75
3rd Prize £  30
4th Prize £  15

If you would like to buy a ticket for the Boxford Bounty and
have not been visited by a collector please apply directly by

sending a cheque made payable to BOXFORD COMMUNITY
COUNCIL to the following address:

Boxford Bounty
39, Daking Ave

Boxford
Sudbury
Suffolk

CO10 5QA
Or ring Mark on 01787 211596

email millerpmark@yahoo.co.uk
We will arrange a call from your local collector.

COLLECTORS NEEDED

If you have an outgoing personality, love walking, enjoy
meeting people and are interested in becoming a collector for

the Boxford Bounty please contact Mark for further details.
The Boxford Bounty is a registered charity No 304862

Garden Machinery Retail & Service Centre

BULL LANE (east) - LONG MELFORD

freephone 0800 731 7008

GREAT
mower
deals
now
ON save up to 30%



KARATE CLUBS NEW BLACK BELT

The Stoke by Nayland Shotokan Karate KUGB  had good reason
to celebrate this week when Andy McKechnie achieved his "First
Dan" or Black Belt.
He joins fellow black belt, and "Sen Sei" or Master, of the Stoke
by Nayland Karate Club, Peter Heal in having passed 10 levels of
grading, which normally takes about 4 – 5 years to achieve.
Peter Heal said "We are very proud of Andy, who has gained
First Dan grading after years of hard training, and we look
forward to helping more of our members to achieve such an
excellent standard.  We are very lucky to have what is probably
the best "Dojo" in Suffolk here at The Stoke by Nayland Hotel’s
Peake Fitness health club, where we have a brand new air-
conditioned aerobics studio with a fully sprung wooden floor. 
We still have availability for new members, aged from 7 years
upwards, who can start at any point during the year.
The Club currently runs two adult classes and one children’s
class each week, on Tuesday and Thursday evenings at Peake

www.enmasse-interiors.com

Fitness.  As with all the classes at the health club, you do not have
to be a member of Peake Fitness to enrol."
Anyone interested in joining the Karate or any other fitness or
dance classes can telephone Peake Fitness on 01206 265820 or
email peakefitness@stokebynayland.com.  They can also visit the
Karate club’s own website at www.snskc.org.uk for more
information about Shotokan Karate and the classes.

The Editor of Box River News
Wishes all the readers, advertisers
and distributors a very Happy
Christmas and a Healthy and

Prosperous New Year



D. B. SECURITY

Benchwork, lock opening 
and fitting services

24/7 call out service in local area
Insurers locking requirements
Retail supply of locks and safes 
Large selection of locks, safes, 

window locks - available from stock 
UPVC locking mechanisms

opened/repaired where possible 

New locks supplied and fitted 

Master keying service available to both
large and small

premises including locks keyed alike 

Open: Mon - Fri 7.30am - 4.30pm
Sat 8am - 1pm

36 Gaol Lane, Sudbury 

Te3: 01787 311511 Fax: 01787 375200
Mobiie: 07966 882470 

One home in Britain is burgled every 37 seconds.  Read again – slowly
…..that’s 2335 per day, 70,050 per month, 852,275 per year.  Question:
Is your property going to be on the next list of stats, or have you
addressed the security issues of your property? 
Whilst not wishing to put a damper on the oncoming Xmas festivities,
this period is now statistically the most tempting for any burglar and
opportunist thief.  How many readers have already bought and wrapped
the Xmas presents and put them under an illuminated sign saying; ‘here
are our goods, come and get them!’.  And if you haven’t yet bought the
gifts then a pound to a penny, the means to do so is right there in your
property, just waiting to go shopping on Sunday or the next late night
shopping event.
DB Security Locksmiths are located just behind the Town Hall in
Sudbury, and are here to help and advise you.  We are a Chubb Super
Centre, A Mul-T-Lock Super Centre, stockists of all major security
products – the ones you know; Chubb, Yale, Union, Legge, Era, and
others.  We can also specify, supply and install Safes from stock or to
order, and are stockists for Chubb, Phoenix and Burton Safes.
We offer a free, no obligation site survey service to any property holder,
be it domestic, residential, commercial, retail or hotel.  We are here to
help and guide you through your security issues and ensure that you have
the best possible locks on your doors, windows and outbuildings, and to
see that the locks you have are up to current Insurance requirements.
Far from it being the case of whether you can afford to have the correct
locks and window locks, it is really a question of whether you can afford
not to!  
A point to remember:  Insurance companies are a business, not a charity
– they exist to generate profit and are not kind hearted benefactors to all
and sundry.  As soon as you can, read the small print on your policy –
the pages they send you with the last renewal notice – there’s a good
chance that they have changed since you last read them.  Look for the
wording, "final exit door and ground floor doors should be fitted with a
B/Std 5 lever mortice lock to BS3621", in laymans terms the BS
Kitemark and the number BS3621 should be stamped on the lock
foreplate to comply.  If your locks do not comply and you have no
window locks then, if you have the misfortune to be burgled, it is a
double whammy.  The misery and heartache of the loss, and intrusion of
your property, and no insurance payout.

NEW COMPUTER FOR XMAS?
Have you been given a new computer for Christmas but are not sure how
it works?  Are you perhaps uncertain how to send emails to friends and
family, or send photos as attachments?  Worse still, do you have
problems getting the photos out of your new digital camera, let alone
enhancing, cropping or reducing red-eye on them?
Since 2001 Perpetua Training Solutions have been providing computer
classes for individuals and businesses.  Classes are relaxed, have no
more than six adults and our students return again and again. Learn to:

• Word Process
• Keep finances with spreadsheets or Sage
• Use Internet/Email
• Set up databases
• Build a website for personal/business use
• Digital Photography

We offer Private Tuition in your own home or choose from our selection
of:

• Fun 2-hour tasters
• 4-week classes
• Half-day and one-day courses
• Evening Classes

Don’t let your age put you off.  Learning to use the computer is just like
gaining any other new skill…it just takes tuition, time and practice.
We’ve taught mature adults in their 90s!
So, don’t be scared of mice or terrified of technology !  
Contact Tracey and Debra on 01449 744443. 

Wot?s On
OVER 50’s LUNCH:
We will be holding a lunch in Edwardstone Parish Hall on
Wednesday 16th February 2005.  There will be two courses plus
glass of wine for £4.50.  Please order your ticket from Daphne
Clark 210698.  All welcome. Edw. Parish Hall Committee

BOXFORD & DISTRICT BOWLS CLUB 
‘100 CLUB’ WINNERS FOR DECEMBER:

£42 – Polly Josh;   £17 – Ian Blair;    £7 – George Bullett.

CLEANER/CARETAKER 
FOR EDWARDSTONE PARISH HALL:
We are seeking a cleaner/caretaker for Edwardstone Parish Hall.
The Hall is normally cleaned once a week with extra cleaning,
by agreement, when necessary.  For one hour per week the wages
are £30 per calendar month.  Please contact Daphne Clark on
01787 210698 if you are interested.

TABLES FOR SALE:
As we have ordered new tables for Edwardstone Parish Hall we
have no further need for the old ones.  These 2ft x 5ft stacking
tables are available at £2 each – buyer takes away.  Please
contact Daphne Clark on 210698. 
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The Box River News has had a letter from Mr Mike Hammond
one of the Corporate Directors of Babergh District Council (see
letters page), in which he denies his executives misled the
Overview and Scrutiny (Community Services) Committee on car
parking statistics and that the Environmental department did
respond to the Department of Transports Night Flying
consultation paper stage 1.
Parking figures.
I do not maintain that my figures are 100% accurate, after all I
only did the North Street car park for 3 hours on a Monday and
Thursday but the difference to the published figures was so great
that I felt it was necessary to draw attention to it. It was not so
much the number of cars recorded at different times but the
manner in which they were presented to the Overview and
Scrutiny Committee.
A team of three employees of Babergh District Council, two
junior staff from the engineers department and the Babergh
District Traffic Warden who covers both Sudbury and Hadleigh
carried out the survey. The method used was to record the
registration numbers of all the cars in all the car parks in
Sudbury, some 970 car parking spaces in all, on the hour every
hour for 5.5 days (this method was confirmed by Mr Ryan
Jones, Head of Technical Services). However as you can see
from the table above which is a copy of part of The Car Parking
Study Groups Weekly Income Projections D148 Appendix C, the
figures were presented as up to 1 hour, up to 2 hours and up to 3
hours whereas they were actually for cars parked for 1 hour plus,
cars parked for 2 hours plus and cars parked for in excess of 3
hours because since the cars were recorded on the hour it would
have been impossible for them all to disappear in the next few
seconds. There also has to be doubt that they were actually on the
hour, the task set for the recorders being quite onerous and they
would have needed lunch and comfort breaks. Remember, the
proposals for cars parked for in excess of 2 hours would mean a
fine of £10 minimum or have to park in a long term car park and
if the figures are wrong there will be a serious shortage of spaces.
Pay and Display points will have to be installed in all the towns
car parks and if the scheme is to be policed, long stay spaces will
have to be allocated in the present short stay car parks. The ‘Nuts
and Bolts’ will be the responsibility of ‘the next’ council!
The basis for the Overview and Scrutiny Committee’s decision
to recommend a reduction from 3 hours to 2 hours was based on

(Kingfisher)
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the number of cars being shown as up to 3 hours, ie 248 cars in a
week whereas it should have been those cars shown as parked for
1 to 2 hours (actually parked for over 2 hours) a total of 1396
cars, 5 times as many. The sampling we provided showed  that
approximately 3000 cars parked for in excess of 2 hours during a 
We have been advised that resulting from the above, a further
traffic survey is to be carried out.
Night Flying, 
Whilst the Suffolk County Council received copies of the
Department of Transports Night Flying consultation paper stage
1 it seems that copies were not sent to District Councils, this
considered to be the responsibility of County. Suffolk County
Council chose not to involve the District Councils, possibly
because they were unable to understand the the paper it being
couched in highly technical terms. The existence of the paper was
drawn to the attention of Baberghs Environmental Officers a
mere three weeks before responses were due in. It seems a copy
was then loaded down from the net and since the the contents
being outside the mainstream of their experience and with so little
time for an in depth response to the nine questions asked, a letter
was sent in response on 28th October objecting to ‘any future
changes that would increase night flying over the district and to
the environmental and quality of life damage currently being
caused by night flying below the controlled airspace!’ 
There is to be a stage two paper in the New Year, let us hope that
our District Council obtains better notice of its existence and
hopefully will be able to give a detailed response on our behalves.
We are already having disturbed nights due to the relatively low
flying air traffic that is now routed across Suffolk. People at night
are unable to leave a ventilating window open because of the
noise of night flights. The Government should stand by its
avowed  aims in the white paper Our Countryside, the Future, a
fair Deal for rural England "to preserve all things which make
the countryside attractive and special, which includes its
tranquillity." It would be helpful if the Government departments
consulted all local authorities in future and not require them to
find out for themselves

Good News. You may remember last February BRN drew to its
readers attention the extortionate sum required by BDC for a strip
of land that the district owned and required by the Groton Low
Cost Housing development. It seems that since then the Council
have decided that such strips will in future, be given without
charge to low cost housing developments,

Babergh Think Again



BOX VALLEY PRINTING
Your Local 

Printer

For all your

Printing 

requirements

Free quotations. No job too small
For a friendly professional service:
Telephone (01787) 211671

Box Valley Printing, Hawthorns Business Centre, 
Calais Street, Boxford, Suffolk CO10 5JA

Proprietor - Nigel Patrick

Business and Personal Stationery
¥ Letter headings ¥ Invoices ¥ 
¥ Cards etc ¥ Draw Tickets ¥ 
¥ Dance Tickets ¥ Leaflets ¥ 
¥ Wedding Stationery ¥ 

¥ Booklets ¥

VACANCY PARISH CLERK
for Newton Parish Council

This is an interesting and rewarding part time
position working

from home. 

Training will be available.
If you are
Flexible,

Computer Literate
Have the use of a Car

Knowledge of Basic Bookkeeping 

Please call John Taylor 01787 210350 for an
informal chat

Or
Brian James on 01277 326158 

Boxford Parish Council

Boxford Parish Council require

a Parish Clerk

The position of Parish Clerk is both
interesting and rewarding. It is a part
time position, approximately 10 hours
a week at an hourly rate of £8.00.

The applicant will need to be
experienced in the use of basic

computer programmes, be a driver
with use of a car and have an
understanding of bookkeeping

There will be an initial training period

Please contact:
David Houseon 01787 210918 

to register your interest 
and arrange an interview.

BEST WISHES 
FOR
CHRISTMAS
AND THE

NEW YEAR
FROM ALL THE

STAFF AT RIDDELSDELL
BROS. THANK YOU FOR
YOUR CUSTOM BOTH
PAST AND PRESENT. 


